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M I N U T E S 

28 October 1981: 

STEVEN POINT: A r e t h e r e any Other d e l e g a t e s - i n t h e 
crowd? The t a b l e s e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e f r o n t are f o r t h e 
d e l e g a t e s . We have an Opening P r a y e r t h i s morning. I 
would l i k e t o c a l l on C h i e f John L. George. I would l i k e 
t o ask everyone t o s t a n d p l e a s e . 

CHIEF JOHN L. GEORGE: ( I n t h e Squamish tongue.) 
G r e a t S p i r i t , I w i s h t o b r i e f l y ask 

you t o h e l p and p r e s i d e o v e r t h i s assembly so t h a t 
p e o p l e may have a good d i s c u s s i o n and t r y t o h e l p 
r e c t i f y some o f t h e wrongs t h a t have happened t o 
our p e o p l e i n t h e p a s t . We a r e v e r y c o n f i d e n t 
t h a t you w i l l t a k e c a r e o f us as human b e i n g s 
among our f e l l o w human b e i n g s . F o r t h e s e few 
words, G r e a t S p i r i t , I w i s h t o thank you i n advance 
t h a t you t a k e c a r e o f our p e o p l e . 

STEVEN POINT: I would like t o c o r d i a l l y welcome a l l o f 
the d e l e g a t e s t o the 1 3 t h A n n u a l G e n e r a l Assembly o f t h e 
Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . I would l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e you 
t o t h e E l d e r n e x t t o me, who has been recommended as C h a i r 
man o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n . I i n t r o d u c e t o you Mr. W i l f r e d 
S y l v e s t e r . 
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ELDER WILFRED SYLVESTER: Thank you v e r y much S t e v e n . I 
want t o thank a l l o f you w o n d e r f u l p e o p l e who gave me t h e 
honour t o c h a i r y o u r meeting t o d a y . I a l s o want t o thank 
t h e w o n d e r f u l C h i e f s and a l l t h e E x e c u t i v e f o r a l l t h e i r 
h a r d work t h e y a r e g o i n g t h r o u g h f o r the b e t t e r m e n t o f 
our f u t u r e p e o p l e . They have been w o r k i n g v e r y h a r d 
t h e s e l a s t few y e a r s , t r y i n g t o i r o n o u t some o f t h e ob
s t a c l e s t h a t have been put on by t h e I n d i a n A f f a i r s and 
the Government. I hope, i n t i m e t o come, t h a t you w i l l 
conquer t h e s e o b s t a c l e s . There i s a l o t o f h a r d work t o 
do and I hope you w i l l have th e courage t o f a c e t h i s , t o 
c a r r y on y o u r work because we d i d n ' t come here today t o 
lie down. I want everybody t o v o i c e t h e i r o p i n i o n t o d a y , 
t r y t o i r o n o u t what we have t o i r o n o u t . I haven't seen 
the agenda y e t , b u t don't be a f r a i d t o v o i c e y o u r o p i n i o n . 
T h i s i s where t o v o i c e your o p i n i o n , r i g h t h e r e , t h a t ' s 
all I have t o say f o r now. 

STEVEN POINT: J u s t a few h o u s e k e e p i n g i t e m s t h a t we 
need t o t a k e c a r e o f t h i s morning b e f o r e we go on t o t h e 
agenda. Among t h e s e h o u s e k e e p i n g i t e m s i s the a c c e p t a n c e o f 
t h e recommendations o f t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l : 

i . the Chairman 
i i . t he Co-chairman 

i i i . the E l e c t i o n s Committee 
i v . the a d o p t i o n o f t h e Agenda. 

I would l i k e t o d e a l w i t h t h e s e i n t h r e e c o n s e c u t i v e motions 
F i r s t o f a l l , w i t h the a c c e p t a n c e o f the Chairman and t h e Co 
chairman, we have two names put f o r w a r d by the C h i e f s Coun
c i l , W i l f r e d S y l v e s t e r and C h i e f R i c h a r d Malloway; as Co-
chairmen, m y s e l f , Steven P o i n t and C h i e f P h i l i p P a u l . The 
C h a i r would e n t e r t a i n a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e , a motion t o 
a c c e p t a recommendation from t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l f o r a C h a i r 
man f o r t h i s m e e t i n g . 
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MOTION #1: ( C h i e f Ray H a r r i s , C h i e f W i l s o n Bob) 

So moves t o a c c e p t t h e recommendation from C h i e f s 
C o u n c i l f o r t h e C h a i r p e r s o n be adopted. 
CARRIED. 

T h i s morning t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l met t o d i s c u s s t h e names 
they wanted t o p u t f o r w a r d f o r t h e E l e c t i o n s and R e s o l u t i o n s 
Committees. I w i l l b r i e f l y r e a d t h e s e names t o you, a t 
which time we can e n t e r t a i n a m o t i o n . F o r t h e E l e c t i o n s 
Committee, t h e y recommended C l o A s t r o f f , who I u n d e r s t a n d 
i s a l e g a l a d v i s o r , R o s a l e e T i z y a , M i l l i e P o p l a r and V i c t o r 
J i m . For the R e s o l u t i o n s Committee, we have A r n o l d A d o l p h , 

and C l i f f Hanuse. I t needs t o be c l e a r l y 
u n d e r s t o o d t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l has made recom
mendations t h a t t h e s e members be a c c e p t e d , by no means does 
i t negate you, t h e Assembly, p u t t i n g f o r w a r d o t h e r names i n 
terms o f t h e s e p a r t i c u l a r committees. 

MOTION #2: ( ) 

So moves t h a t t h e R e s o l u t i o n s Committee and t h e 
E l e c t i o n s Committee, as recommended by C h i e f s 
C o u n c i l , be adopted. 
CARRIED. 

In r e g a r d s t o t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e Agenda, t h e r e were a few 
recommended changes t o t h e Agenda. I hope t h a t you make a 
n o t e o f t h e s e changes b e f o r e we move as t o a c c e p t i n g o r 
r e j e c t i n g t h e Agenda. The f i r s t change was t o have the 
n o m i n a t i o n s o f t h e E x e c u t i v e p o s i t i o n s moved from Thursday 
a f t e r n o o n a t 2:00 p.m. t o Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., t h i s a f t e r -
noon. The r e a s o n b e h i n d t h i s recommendation was i t would 
g i v e a b i t o f t i m e t o t h e Assembly, between n o m i n a t i o n s and 
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e l e c t i o n s , t o c o n s i d e r t h e nominees. The o t h e r change o r 
the a d d i t i o n t h a t was made, a p p a r e n t l y Bob B u r r o u g h s , from 
t h e R e g i o n a l O f f i c e o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , had r e q u e s t e d 
t o a t t e n d t h i s Assembly. I t was recommended t h a t Mr. Bur
roughs be g i v e n f i f t e e n minutes a t 2:00 p.m. F r i d a y , t o 
address the Assembly. W i t h t h a t i n s e r t i o n , under o t h e r 
b u s i n e s s , we have Mr. B u r r o u g h s , S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , making 
a f i f t e e n minute p r e s e n t a t i o n . W i t h t h o s e two changes, t h a t 
i s t h e n o m i n a t i o n s f o r t h e e x e c u t i v e members be moved from 
2:00 p.m. Thursday t o 3:30 p.m. Wednesday; and the a d d i t i o n 
o f Bob B u r r o u g h s , S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , t o 2:00 p.m. F r i d a y ? 
a r e t h e r e any o t h e r , the c h a i r would e n t e r t a i n a r e s o l u t i o n 
o r a motion t o a c c e p t t h e agenda. 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: I would like to ask, are the e l e c t i o n s 
t o be h e l d to-morrow? 

STEVEN POINT: The e l e c t i o n s would be h e l d a t t h e r e g u l a r 
t i me as s t a t e d i n t h e Agenda, w h i c h i s 2:00 p.m. Thank you 
D e n n i s , t h a t s h o u l d be c l a r i f i e d . 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band). 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want t o 

question to have a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e time s l o t g i v e n 
t o Mr. Burroughs on h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n a t 
3:00 p.m. I t h i n k t h e recommendation was t h a t he be g i v e n 
o n l y f i f t e e n m i n u t e s , and i t i s an i n and out p o s i t i o n . I f 
t h e r e i s any q u e s t i o n p e r i o d a f t e r h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n , I t h i n k 
i t s h o u l d be l e f t t o t h e d i s c r e t i o n o f t h e Chairman. I t h i n k 
t h e recommendation t h a t came from C h i e f s C o u n c i l was t h a t he 
be o n l y here f o r t h a t p e r i o d , n o t any o t h e r t ime o f t h e c o n 
v e n t i o n . 

STEVEN POINT: Thank you, Howard, f o r the c l a r i f i c a t i o n . 

5 



- 5 -

That c e r t a i n l y was t h e p o i n t made by the C h i e f s C o u n c i l 
t h i s morning. Are t h e r e any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s and c l a r i f i 
c a t i o n s about th e Agenda? Can we e n t e r t a i n a r e s o l u t i o n 
t o a c c e p t t h e Agenda as p r e s e n t e d by C h i e f s C o u n c i l . Does 
t h a t mean everybody i s happy w i t h t h e Agenda, o r unhappy 
w i t h t h e Agenda? The G e n e r a l Assembly r e q u i r e s a t l e a s t 
some k i n d o f a consensus t o c a r r y on w i t h t h e Agenda. I 
would l i k e t o ask then, as a show o f hands those f a v o u r o f t h e 
AGENDA, IN TERMS as i t i s p r e s e n t e d . A l l t h o s e i n f a v o u r 
o f t h e Agenda, r a i s e y 6 u r r i g h t hand p l e a s e ? Are t h e r e any 
opposed t o t h e Agenda? Thank you. We w i l l a c c e p t t h a t as 
r a t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e d e c i s i o n o f the C h i e f s C o u n c i l . 

We s h o u l d have the members o f t h e R e s o l u t i o n s and E l e c t i o n s 
Committees p l e a s e come f o r w a r d and be i d e n t i f i e d so t h a t t h e 
d e l e g a t i o n can see t h e s e p e o p l e i n terms o f h a v i n g r e s o l u 
t i o n s p a s s e d f o r w a r d . These a r e t h e p e o p l e you hand them t o . 
The E l e c t i o n s Committee i s C l o A s t r o f f , R o s a l e e T i z y a , 
M i l l i e P o p l a r , V i c t o r J i m . Would t h e s e p e o p l e p l e a s e come 
f o r w a r d . A l s o the R e s o l u t i o n s Committee: A r n o l d A d o l p h , 
C l i f f Hanuse, C l o A s t r o f f . We're n o t a s k i n g them t o t e l l 
any j o k e s o r do any dances, b u t o n l y t h a t t h e y be i d e n t i f i e d . 
The R e s o l u t i o n s Committee i s c e r t a i n l y a r e l e v a n t p o r t i o n o f 
any Assembly. I t c e r t a i n l y h e l p s t o s t r e a m l i n e t h e r e s o l u 
t i o n s a c t i v i t y . A r n o l d , we r e q u e s t t h a t you be the Chairman 
f o r the R e s o l u t i o n s Committee. A r n o l d has a c c e p t e d , t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n s c o u l d be s t r e a m l i n e d t h r o u g h him. F o r t h e 
E l e c t i o n s Committee, C l o A s t r o f f , w ould you a c t i n the c a p a c i t y 
o f Chairman as w e l l . 

I u n d e r s t a n d t h e n e x t on t h e Agenda i s t h e a d dress by t h e 
P r e s i d e n t , and George i s not a v a i l a b l e , so we w i l l move on. 
What I am g o i n g t o recommend we do a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e , 
i f i t i s a g r e e a b l e w i t h t h e G e n e r a l Assembly, i s t h a t we 
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b e g i n w i t h the r e p o r t s on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . When George 
a r r i v e s we c o u l d b reak a t t h a t time and c a r r y on w i t h h i s 
P r e s i d e n t i a l R e p o r t . I u n d e r s t a n d h i s r e p o r t , a l o n g w i t h 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n r e p o r t s , a r e p a r t and p a r t i a l and c e r 
t a i n l y t h e y would be d u c k t a i l i n g and c o n g e n i a l . 

I t ' s been recommended t h a t Howard Wale, who had a r e q u e s t 
from C h i e f s C o u n c i l , b r i n g up h i s c o n c e r n w i t h r e g a r d s 
t o h u n t i n g a t t h i s t ime? Do you want p a r t i c u l a r time 
on the Agenda b e f o r e the r e p o r t s b e g i n ? I s t h a t a g r e e a b l e 
w i t h you Howard? W i t h t h a t t h e n , we a r e g o i n g t o move on 
to t h e l e g a l a c t i o n i n B r i t a i n . And the l a w y e r L o u i s e 
M a n d e l l , t o g i v e h e r r e p o r t on t h e l e g a l s t r a t e g y . 

LOUISE MANDELL: Hello, I would l i k e t o say good morning 
t o the p e o p l e who a r e h e r e , t h e f a m i l i a r f a c e s . What I 
would l i k e t o do t h i s morning i s make everybody aware o f 
t h e l e g a l c a s e t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s have and how c r u c i a l a 
moment t h i s i s f o r t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e w i t h t h e p a t r i a t i o n o f 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

L a s t y e a r when we t a l k e d about the p e o p l e b e i n g i n a ' S t a t e 
o f Emergency', we had a f e e l i n g about i t , b u t we d i d n ' t 
know how s e r i o u s the m a t t e r was, and e x a c t l y the way i t was 
s e r i o u s . S i n c e l a s t y e a r when I spoke t o you, we have 
spent an i n t e n s i v e y e a r r e s e a r c h i n g o v e r f o u r c e n t u r i e s o f 
law and r e s e a r c h i n g as much i n f o r m a t i o n as we c o u l d p o s s i b l y 
get our hands on. T h i s began w i t h the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e 
B r i t i s h Crown w i t h t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s way back when c o l o n i z a 
t i o n f i r s t began, and i t was i n the c o u r s e o f a l l t h a t 
r e s e a r c h t h a t we began t o p u t t o g e t h e r the unique c o n s t i 
t u t i o n a l p o s i t i o n o f t h e Canadian I n d i a n N a t i o n . The r e a s o n 
why we had t o go l o o k i n g as d e e p l y as we d i d was because t h e 
h i s t o r i a n s , j u s t l i k e t h e p o l i t i c i a n s , have never made c l e a r 

• • • 7 



- 7 -

what r e l a t i o n s h i p t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s have under t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n o f Canada because i t has always been w i t h i n 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t t o deny t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e s r i g h t s . I t 
has c e r t a i n l y been t r u e t h a t when th e l e g a l s c h o l a r s and 
the h i s t o r i a n s have w r i t t e n about the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y o f Canada, t h e y b e g i n f a r a f t e r t h e a c t u a l C o n s t i 
t u t i o n o f Canada b e g i n s because i t i s u s u a l l y s a i d t h a t 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n o f Canada b e g i n s w i t h the B r i t i s h N o r t h 
A m e r i c a A c t o f 186 7. I t i s v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g because t h e 
Government and t h e p e o p l e who have t a l k e d about t h e C o n s t -
t u t i o n , n o t t h e I n d i a n s t a l k about t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , a t t h e t i m e when th e Government o f Canada 
was s t r o n g and when t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s had become weaker 
i n terms o f t h e law. The C o n s t i t u t i o n i s t h e b a s i c docu
ment o f a c o u n t r y w h i c h o r g a n i z e s who has power, w h i c h 
Government has power, and i t i s d e f i n i t e l y c l e a r t o me 
t h a t t h e Government o f Canada s h o u l d t a l k about t h e C o n s t -
t u t i o n a t a p o i n t when th e Governments o f Canada, b o t h 
the F e d e r a l and P r o v i n c i a l Governments, had a l r e a d y con
s o l i d a t e d t h e i r power. B u t t h e r e a l c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y o f Canada b e g i n s n o t i n 186 7, b u t e a r l i e r , when 
the c o n t a c t between t h e Crown and the I n d i a n N a t i o n s were 
f i r s t begun. The h i s t o r y b e g i n s about t h e 1 4 t h and 15th 
c e n t u r y . 

Now I am g o i n g t o t a k e you back j u s t a ways t o t h e b e g i n 
n i n g s o f t h a t h i s t o r y and l e a d you t h r o u g h t o t h e p o i n t 
where we a r e t o d a y , w i t h t h e Canada A c t . I t i s my o p i n i o n 
t h a t t h e Trudeau p r o p o s a l i s a t t e m p t i n g t o s e v e r e t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s t h a t t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e have w i t h t h e Crown', 
t o say i t more c l e a r l y , t o make i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h o s e 
o b l i g a t i o n s w h i c h the Crown has u n d e r t a k e n t o t h e I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s e v e r t o be f u l f i l l e d . When you l o o k a t the Canada 
A c t , on i t s t e r m s , what i t p r o p o s e s t o do i s p l a c e t h e 
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I n d i a n p e o p l e i n a s t a t e where t h e y l e g a l l y do n o t have 
any r i g h t s w i t h i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f Canada. I am g o i n g 
to t a k e you t h r o u g h t h e s t e p s I've come t o demonstrate 
how I've come t o t h a t c o n c l u s i o n . The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s 
t o r y b e g i n s between th e I m p e r i a l Crown and the I n d i a n 
Nations. I t was always the Law o f Nations when B r i t a i n 
came ov e r t o Canada t h a t they c o u l d n ' t t a k e o v e r any l a n d 
which they came a c r o s s i f t h a t l a n d was o c c u p i e d . I f t h e 
l a n d was o c c u p i e d , t h e y e i t h e r had t o conquer th e p e o p l e , 
o r they had t o o b t a i n t h e c o n s e n t o f t h e p e o p l e i n o r d e r 
t o t a k e away t h e i r l a n d , o r t o impose any new government 
on them. T h i s i s t h e law o f t h e law o f nations., and i t i s 
a l s o the law w h i c h B r i t a i n h e r s e l f a c c e p t e d i n h e r d e a l i n g s 
w i t h t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s . T h i s law was e n u n c i a t e d c l e a r l y 
by K i n g George I I I i n the R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 176 3, where 
through an e x e r c i s e o f t h e K i n g ' s p r e r o g a t i v e , t h e K i n g 
r u l e s and s e t s f o r w a r d a p o l i c y t o govern a l l o f Canada. No 
l a n d s s h o u l d be t a k e n from the I n d i a n s u n t i l t h o s e l a n d s 
were v o l u n t a r i l y ceded and the c o n s e n t o f which g i v e n t o t h e 
Crown by the I n d i a n N a t i o n s i n an open Band meetin g where 

a l l o f t h e I n d i a n s p r e s e n t would be a b l e t o show t h e i r sup
p o r t and c o n s e n t o f t h e a l i e n a t i o n o f t h e i r l a n d , o r t o the 
change from t h e i r I n d i a n governments t o a c c e p t i n g t h e s o v e r 
e i g n t y o f a n o t h e r government. The R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 
176 3 i s the f i r s t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a c t o f Canada. I say t h a t , 
n o t because I am i n t e r e s t e d i n a p p l y i n g i t s f o r c e b u t be
cause t h e C o u r t s o f B r i t a i n have them s e l v e s r u l e d t h a t . 
There a r e two c a s e s w h i c h were d e c i d e d by the P r i v y C o u n c i l , 
a t the t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y , w h i c h h e l d t h a t the R o y a l 
P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 1763 has the f o r c e o f s t a t u t e i n Canada, and 
has never been r e p e a l e d . I t i s t h e f i r s t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
i n s t r u m e n t and I say t h a t because i t o r d e r e d t h e b a s i c 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between th e Crown and the I n d i a n N a t i o n s . And 
t h e b a s i c p r i n c i p l e was t h a t t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s and t h e 
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Crown were t o be governed by p r i n c i p l e s o f c o n s e n t . Now a l l 
o f the c o u r t s t h a t have l o o k e d upon t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n , 
and have l o o k e d upon t h e B r i t i s h p o l i c y and t h e Crown r e l a 
t i o n s i n t h o s e e a r l y t i m e s , has a f f i r m e d t h a t the I n d i a n . 
N a t i o n s and t h e Crown a r e governed by p r i n c i p l e s o f c o n s e n t . 
I'm g o i n g t o r e a d you a s h o r t passage from a case w h i c h was 
d e c i d e d i n 18 30 where t h e Cherokee p e o p l e , f o r t e n y e a r s , 
were p u t t i n g t h e i r c a s e b e f o r e t h e Supreme C o u r t o f t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h t h e c o u r t s were d e c i d i n g 
was whether o r not t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s and t h e Crown, i n 
f a c t , were governed by p r i n c i p l e s o f c o n s e n t . And t h e c o u r t , 
a t t h e end o f t e n y e a r s o f judgement, c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e r e 
i s no doubt t h a t t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a were 
p a r t o f a p o l i c y and were p a r t o f t h e n a t i o n w h i c h had t h e 
r i g h t t o t h e i r own l a n d and t o t h e i r own s o v e r e i g n t y u n t i l 
t h a t l a n d had been t a k e n from them. When B r i t a i n a c q u i r e d 
d o minion o v e r t h e c o u n t r y , says t h e c o u r t , t h e n a l l t h a t 
gave the Crown i n B r i t a i n , was t h e r i g h t t o g e t t h e l a n d 
from t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s when t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s c o n s e n t e d t o 
g i v e i t t o them. I n o t h e r words, by B r i t a i n w i n n i n g t h e 
f i g h t between o t h e r European n a t i o n s o v e r the Dominion o f 
Canada, what B r i t a i n won, as a m a t t e r o f law, was t h e r i g h t 
t o a c q u i r e I n d i a n p e o p l e s ' l a n d when I n d i a n p e o p l e c o n s e n t e d 
t o g i v e i t t o them. They d i d n ' t w i n t h e l a n d , and t h i s was 
a f f i r m e d by t h e c o u r t s as e a r l y as 1830. The c o u r t s a i d , 
and I am r e a d i n g from t h e judgement o f C h i e f J u s t i c e M a r s h a l l , 
i n W o r c e s t e r s h i r e , G e o r g i a , t a l k i n g about the I n d i a n s , t h e y 
were a d m i t t e d t o b e / t h e r i g h t f u l o c c u p a n t s o f t h e s o i l w i t h 
l e g a l as w e l l as t h e j u s t r i g h t t o r e t a i n p o s s e s s i o n o f i t 
and t o use i t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r own d i s c r e t i o n . But t h e i r 
r i g h t t o complete s o v e r e i g n t y as in d e p e n d e n t n a t i o n s were 
n e c e s s a r i l y d i m i n i s h e d and t h e i r power t o d i s p o s e o f t h e 
s o i l a t t h e i r own w i l l t o whomsoever t h e y p l e a s e d was d e n i e d 
by t h e o r i g i n a l f undamental p r i n c i p l e t h a t d i s c o v e r y gave 

. . . . 10 



- 10 -

e x c l u s i v e t i t l e t o t h o s e who made i t . I n o t h e r words, 
t h e y s a i d t h a t you had a b s o l u t e r i g h t s t o the s o i l and r i g h t s 
t o y o u r own government, and t h e o n l y l i m i t a t i o n t o your 
s o v e r e i g n t y as a m a t t e r o f Crown law was t h a t you c o u l d n ' t 
s e l l y o u r l a n d t o anybody i f t h e r e was t o be an open s u r 
r e n d e r , i t was t o be t h e Crown o f B r i t a i n o n l y . And t h a t 
i s t he m a t t e r o f fundamental law g o v e r n i n g the r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
between the Crown and t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s i n the e a r l y y e a r s . 
As l a n d was v o l u n t a r i l y ceded, as t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s engaged 
i n t r e a t y - m a k i n g , i t was o n l y a t t h a t p o i n t t h a t l a n d came 
under l e g i s l a t i v e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e F e d e r a l and P r o v i n c i a l 
Government. And I must s t r e s s t h a t a t t h e time we a r e 
t a l k i n g , t h r o u g h the p e r i o d b e f o r e 186 7, t h e r e was no 
F e d e r a l Government. We were o n l y , a t t h a t p o i n t , t a l k i n g 
about t h e Government o f B r i t a i n and t h e Government o f the 
P r o v i n c e s , the F e d e r a l Government was n o t c r e a t e d u n t i l 
186 7. Now I want t o de m o n s t r a t e t h a t p o i n t w h i c h I have 
j u s t made t o you t h a t t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s c o n t i n u e d t o use 
t h e i r l a n d under t h e i r own f r e e w i l l u n t i l i t was v o l u n t a r 
i l y s o l d t o the Crown. And o n l y a t t h a t time t h a t t h e r e 
was a c e s s i o n d i d t h e l o c a l government have any a u t h o r i t y 
o v e r t h a t l a n d whatsoever. We r e v i e w e d a l l o f t h e h i s t o r y , 
l e g a l h i s t o r y o f Canada, i n t h a t e a r l y t i m e and we came 
a c r o s s a number o f cases w h i c h prove t h a t p o i n t . One 
example was the case o f M a r i e Joseph P h i l l a b o u g h . T h i s 
was the case which came b e f o r e the C o u r t o f Appea l i n 1766. 
Joseph P h i l l a b o u g h wanted a g r a n t o f l a n d i n t h e Colony o f 
Quebec and the l a n d hadn't been ceded by t h e I n d i a n s . The 
c o u r t had t o d e c i d e whether o r n o t t h a t l a n d was a v a i l a b l e 
f o r s e t t l e m e n t . T h i s i s what t h e Judge t e l l s : The committee 
h a v i n g t a k e n the same i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n and a r e o f t h e 
o p i n i o n , t h e l a n d so p r e y t o be a s s i g n e d a r e , o r a c c l a i m e d 
t o be t h e p r o p e r t y o f t h e I n d i a n s , and as such by H i s 
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M a j e s t y ' s e x p r e s s command, as s e t f o r t h by t h e P r o c l a m a t i o n 
o f 176 3 n o t w i t h i n t h e i r power t o g r a n t . The Committee a r e 
f u r t h e r o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e y a r e r e s t r a i n e d by H i s 
M a j e s t y ' s s a i d o r d e r from g r a n t i n g l a n d s b u t upon the c o n d i 
t i o n s t h e y a r e c o n t a i n e d . So i n o t h e r words, the e a r l y 
c o u r t s s a i d t o the Government and the Colony o f Quebec t h a t 
they had no a u t h o r i t y o v e r l a n d s t h a t were n o t ceded, t h a t 
because t h e l a n d s were I n d i a n l a n d s , because t h e y had not 
been s u r r e n d e r e d , because t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 1763 
was c l e a r about t h a t , t h e l a n d s s i m p l y c o u l d n o t be g r a n t e d 
t o t h i s p e r s o n who wanted them by the Colony o f Quebec. 
Now c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 176 3, t h e r e 
were w e l l o v e r e i g h t y t r e a t i e s w h i c h were c o n c l u d e d between 
t h e Crown and t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s , and a l l o f the t r e a t i e s 
r e c o g n i z e d t h e s o v e r e i g n t y o f t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s t o c o n c l u d e 
t h o s e t r e a t i e s , and a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n c e s among 
the t e r m s , t h e t r e a t i e s s e t up a second form o f c o n s t i t u 
t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n on the Crown t o t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s . 
Because each t r e a t y was n e g o t i a t e d between one I n d i a n 
N a t i o n and t h e Crown, i t was n e g o t i a t e d p u r s u a n t ^ t o the 
P r o c l a m a t i o n . I t was based upon the c o n s e n t o f t h e I n d i a n s , 
and t h e Crown agreed t h a t t h e i r p r o m i s e s made i n t h e t r e a t i e s 
w ould c a r r y on f o r e v e r . And t h e r e i s a b s o l u t e l y c l e a r law 
t h a t t h e t r e a t i e s were o n l y meant t o r e s t r i c t t h e a u t h o r i t y 
o f t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s o n l y so f a r as t h e terms o f the t r e a t i e s 
so s t a t e d . I t was o n l y i n t e n d e d between the Crown and t h e 
I n d i a n N a t i o n s t h a t t h e t r e a t i e s were t o f u l l y t a k e i n t h e 
I n d i a n N a t i o n s under t h e Government o f Canada. The o n l y 
a u t h o r i t y t h e Government o f Canada was g i v e n o v e r the I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s was t h e a u t h o r i t y w h i c h was v o l u n t a r i l y g i v e n o v e r 
t o t h e Government o r t o t h e Crown by t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s who 
s i g n e d t h o s e t r e a t i e s . And t h i s i s v e r y much i n k e e p i n g w i t h 
t h e p r o m i s e s w h i c h t h e Queen and h e r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s made a t 
the time o f t r e a t y - m a k i n g . I am r e a d i n g f o r you one o f t h e 
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r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s w h i c h was. made a t the time o f t h e s i g n i n g 
of the t r e a t i e s i n the e a s t . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e 
Crown s t a t e d the Queen has t o t h i n k o f what w i l l come l o n g 
a f t e r t o d a y , t h e r e f o r e the promise s we have t o make t o you 
are not f o r today o n l y , b u t f o r tomorrow, n ot o n l y f o r you, 
b u t f o r your c h i l d r e n , b o r n and unborn. And t h e promises 
we make w i l l be c a r r i e d o u t as l o n g as the sun s h i n e s above, 
and the w a t e r s f l o w i n the ocean, and so a m a t t e r o f law, 
and as a m a t t e r o f r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , as a m a t t e r o f p r a c t i c e , 
the v e r y f i r s t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e i n t h i s c o u n t r y i s 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e w h i c h was e n a c t e d i n t h e R o y a l 
P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 176 3 which says t h a t I n d i a n c o n s e n t i s 
r e q u i r e d i n t h e t a k i n g o f I n d i a n l a n d o r t o t h e change o f 
I n d i a n s o v e r e i g n t y . P u r s u a n t t o t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n , 
the t r e a t i e s w h i c h were c o n c l u d e d between the Crown and the 
I n d i a n N a t i o n s a r e t h e second c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t 
which has f o r c e i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f Canada t o d a y . 

Now I am g o i n g t o move t o t h e d x s c u s s i o n o f how t h e Govern-
ment o f Canada, and the Governments o f the P r o v i n c e s and the 
Governments o f B r i t a i n a r e i m p o r t a n t i n t h i s d i s c u s s i o n , 
because i t i s t h r o u g h an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the power wh i c h -
those governments have t h a t you can b e g i n t o f u l l y under
s t a n d t h e unique c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p o s i t i o n o f t h e I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s and what we have got t o do about t h e q u e s t i o n i n t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n o f w h i c h Trudeau i s p r o p o s i n g t o d a y . The 
p r i n c i p l e o f t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n and the t r e a t i e s w h i c h 
were c o n c l u d e d a r e Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s 
when t h e Government o f Canada was formed i n 186 7. There was 
the B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a A c t w h i c h was e n a c t e d by the 
B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t w h i c h d e s i g n e d the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 
Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s . I t was always a s 
sumed t h a t t h e Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o the I n d i a n N a t i o n s would 
. p r e v a i l as t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e t r e a t y making s a i d 
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t h e y were t o p r e v a i l as l o n g as t h e sun s h i n e s . There was 
never a d i s p u t e t h a t t h e Crown o b l i g a t i o n s would be honoured, 
the o n l y q u e s t i o n was how t h o s e Crown o b l i g a t i o n s were t o 
be a d m i n i s t e r e d . What t h e B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t d i d i n e n a c t i n g 
t h e B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a A c t was d e s i g n a v e r y c a r e f u l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f l e g i s l a t i v e a u t h o r i t y between t h e B r i t i s h 
P a r l i a m e n t , t h e F e d e r a l P a r l i a m e n t , and t h e P r o v i n c i a l 
P a r l i a m e n t , t o ensure t h a t Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s would c o n t i n u e . The F e d e r a l Government was a s s i g n e d 
l e g i s l a t i v e a u t h o r i t y o v e r I n d i a n s under S e c t i o n 91 ( 2 4 ) . 
To t h e P r o v i n c e s , under S e c t i o n 10 9, t h e y would r e c e i v e t h e 
r e s o u r c e s and t h e l a n d o f t h e P r o v i n c e s s u b j e c t t o I n d i a n 
p e o p l e s ' r i g h t s under t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n . The c o u r t s 
have h e l d t h a t t h e P r o v i n c e s do n o t r e c e i v e t h e i r r e s o u r c e s 
and do n o t r e c e i v e t h e i r l a n d c o m p l e t e l y u n t i l t h e I n d i a n 
p e o p l e cede t h o s e l a n d s and i t i s o n l y a f t e r t h e I n d i a n 
p e o p l e e x e r c i s e t h e i r c o n s e n t i n v o l u n t a r i l y c e d i n g t h e i r 
r i g h t s t o t h e l a n d s , do t h e P r o v i n c e s o b t a i n f u l l t i t l e t o 
t h e i r l a n d s and t h e P r o v i n c e s . The B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t 
r e t a i n s t h e s u p e r v i s o r y j u r i s d i c t i o n , making i t i m p o s s i b l e 
f o r e i t h e r the F e d e r a l o r t h e P r o v i n c i a l P a r l i a m e n t t o ex-
t i n q u i s h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e 
I n d i a n N a t i o n s . I want t o e x p l a i n t h a t r e a l l y c a r e f u l l y 
so t h a t you r e a l l y u n d e r s t a n d i t . The P r o v i n c e s have no 
a u t h o r i t y , f o r example, t o n e g o t i a t e l a n d c l a i m s w i t h y o u , 
o n l y the F e d e r a l Government has t h e a u t h o r i t y t o n e g o t i a t e 
l a n d c l a i m s , b u t once t h e l a n d c l a i m s have been n e g o t i a t e d 
it is the P r o v i n c e s who b e n e f i t f rom t h e l a n d . The F e d e r a l 
Government does n o t b e n e f i t . N e i t h e r t h e F e d e r a l Government 
n o r the P r o v i n c i a l Government t o g e t h e r can e v e r e l i m i n a t e 
t h e f u l l j u r i s d i c t i o n t o a d m i n i s t e r Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o 
the I n d i a n N a t i o n s . T h i s i s c o m p l e t e l y w i t h i n t h e a u t h o r i t y 
o f t h e B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t . L e t me show you how, by example, 
i t worked. I n 1969, when Trudeau had begun h i s White Paper 
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P o l i c y , i t was always p a r t o f t h e White Paper P o l i c y t h a t 
t h e r e would have t o be a t r i p made t o B r i t a i n t o make sure 
t h a t t h e B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t l e t the F e d e r a l Government o f f 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f j u r i s d i c t i o n under S e c t i o n 91 (24). 
A t the t i m e when the F e d e r a l Government wanted t o a s s i m i l a t e 
I n d i a n p e o p l e , and wanted t o e x p r o p r i a t e t h e i r l a n d i n t o 
Canada, wanted t o make I n d i a n p e o p l e p a r t o f t h e m u n i c i p a l i 
t i e s o f Canada, the Government o f Canada d i d n o t have the 
a u t h o r i t y t o do t h a t . They had t o go t o B r i t a i n i n o r d e r 
to g e t an amendment t o the B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a A c t so as 
t h e F e d e r a l Government would be a b l e t o t a k e away i t s 
j u r i s d i c t i o n under S e c t i o n 91 (.24) . I t is t h r o u g h t h i s v e r y 
c a r e f u l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e b a l a n c e o f power, the Crown 
o b l i g a t i o n s t o the I n d i a n N a t i o n s were i n t e n d e d t o be 
c a r r i e d o u t . I know t h a t t h e F e d e r a l Government has a s 
s e r t e d t h a t they have f u l l j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e I n d i a n s 
and l a n d r e s e r v e d f o r I n d i a n s . Nobody i n any c o u r t o f law 
has e v e r t e s t e d whether o r n o t t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n under 
S e c t i o n 91 (24) has, i n . f a c t , f u l l j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r I n d i a n s . 
And from th e way t h a t we have u n d e r s t o o d t h e law i n a l l o f o u r 
r e s e a r c h , i t s i m p l y i s n o t . 

I am g o i n g t o move.into what Trudeau i s p r o p o s i n g t o 
d e m o n s t r a t e , e x a c t l y what i s a t s t a k e . What Trudeau says 
i s t h a t a b o r i g i n a l and t r e a t y r i g h t s a r e r e c o g n i z e d and 
c o n f i r m e d . That's what the p r o p o s a l s a y s . He says t h a t 
the d e f i n i t i o n o f a b o r i g i n a l and t r e a t y r i g h t s are t o be 
l e f t t o t h e c o u r t s , o r a r e t o be l e f t t o t h e F i r s t M i n i s t e r s 
d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n from p a t r i a t i o n t o the new 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , which i s two y e a r s t i m e . I n o t h e r words, th e 
t r e a t i e s w h i c h were n e g o t i a t e d by c o n s e n t between the Crown 
and t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s , t h e a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s w h i c h a r e 
a f f i r m e d i n t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 176 3, which i s t h e 
r i g h t o f I n d i a n s t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r l a n d e x c e p t t h r o u g h 
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t h e i r c o n s e n t . Trudeau says t h a t the d o c t r i n e o f c o n s e n t 
i s dead, and t h a t t h e c o u r t s and t h e Governments o f t h e 
P r o v i n c e s and t h e F e d e r a l Government can now d e f i n e 
a b o r i g i n a l and t r e a t y r i g h t s w i t h o u t r e g a r d t o the o r i g i n a l 
compact made between the Crown and the I n d i a n s , and w i t h o u t 
r e g a r d t o t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 1763, i f need be. I n 
o t h e r words, the v e r y b a s i s upon w h i c h a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s and 
t r e a t y r i g h t s have been r e c o g n i z e d i n t h i s c o u n t r y , t h e 
v e r y b a s i s upon w h i c h t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f Canada has always 
p r o t e c t e d a b o r i g i n a l and t r e a t y r i g h t s , i s t h e c o n s e n t o f 
t h e I n d i a n s . The c o n s e n t o f t h e I n d i a n s i s needed t o change 
th o s e b a s i c Crown o b l i g a t i o n s because i t was w i t h t h e con
s e n t o f t h e I n d i a n s t h a t t h o s e Crown o b l i g a t i o n s were s e t 
up. And Trudeau p r o p o s e s t h a t t h o s e o b l i g a t i o n s , the 
d e f i n i t i o n o f them, w h i c h i s t h e v e r y e s s e n c e o f them, can 
be d e f i n e d i n t h e new C o n s t i t u t i o n w i t h o u t I n d i a n c o n s e n t . 
A b o r i g i n a l and t r e a t y r i g h t s can be amended o r e l i m i n a t e d 
by t h e F e d e r a l o r P r o v i n c i a l Governments, i n o t h e r words, IT IS p o s s i b l e , and t h i s i s t h e l e g a l b ottom l i n e t o t h e 

whole e x e r c i s e . It is p o s s i b l e a f t e r the p a t r i a t i o n f o r t h e 
F e d e r a l and P r o v i n c i a l Governments' t o g e t h e r t o e l i m i n a t e t h e 
j u r i s d i c t i o n under S e c t i o n 91 ( 2 4 ) , t o e l i m i n a t e t h e p r o t e c 
t i o n s under S e c t i o n 109, t o d e f i n e o r e l i m i n a t e a b o r i g i n a l 
r i g h t s , and t o d e f i n e o r e l i m i n a t e t r e a t y r i g h t s . Now t h i s 
i s the l e g a l b ottom l i n e . P o l i t i c a l l y , t h a t g o i n g t o 
happen, p o l i t i c a l l y that is a n o t h e r e x e r c i s e w h i c h th e 
p o l i t i c i a n s w i l l speak o f i n more f o r c e and t h e I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s w i l l d e f i n e as t h e p e r i o d between p a t r i a t i o n on 
i n t o h i s t o r y . L e g a l l y , f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n Canadian 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y , Canada w i l l be i n a p o s i t i o n t o 
e l i m i n a t e Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s . 

I want t o t a k e t h i s d i s c u s s i o n i n t o the a r e n a o f what we 
have done and what we want t o do, i n a l e g a l p o i n t o f v i e w . 
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There are two l e v e l s o f the d i s c u s s i o n . One i s we know 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n h i s t o r y , and we know the way i n w h i c h 
Trudeau's p r o p o s a l i s g o i n g t o s e r i o u s l y v i o l a t e f u n d a 
mental Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s , and we 
know how s e r i o u s l y t h e p r o p o s a l i s i l l e g a l on t h e b a s i s 
t h a t I n d i a n c o n s e n t i s needed and i t s i m p l y has n o t been 
o b t a i n e d . We know t h e pr o b l e m i s p r o v i n g t h a t i n a form 
which w i l l be a b l e t o e n f o r c e o ur r i g h t , and one o f our 
major d i f f i c u l t i e s i s t h e l a c k o f e d u c a t i o n on the p a r t 
o f everybody i n B r i t a i n and i n Canada, and even i n t h e 
w o r l d s i t u a t i o n , about the p o s i t i o n o f t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s . 
And t h e o t h e r d i f f i c u l t y i s money. S i n c e we f o r m u l a t e d 
the p o s i t i o n and grew t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e l e g a l i t y o f i t , 
we i n v e s t i g a t e d a number o f l e g a l r o o t s t o t r y and g e t a 
h e a r i n g . We were s u c c e s s f u l i n p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n Rotterdam 
i n November a t t h e R u s s e l l T r i b u n a l , which i s a group o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l j u r o r s who were s e t up t o hear t h e s t o r y o f 
i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s around t h e w o r l d . A l t h o u g h Canada was 
i n v i t e d , she d i d n o t a t t e n d , and I must say t h a t t h e I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s h e r e a r e i n a b e t t e r p o s i t i o n t h a n some o f t h e 
I n d i a n N a t i o n s i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . A t l e a s t we d i d n ^ walk 
i n t o the T r i b u n a l w i t h bags o v e r our heads, w h i c h was the 
s i t u a t i o n o f many o f t h e i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e from t h e L a t i n 
American c o u n t r i e s . But had t h e y h e a r d o ur case on t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e T r i b u n a l r u l e d t h a t the I n d i a n N a t i o n s 
s h o u l d be p a r t o f the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l d i s c u s s i o n s , w h i c h 
a r e now t a l k i n g about a renewed C o n s t i t u t i o n . That i s 
wrong f o r Trudeau t o be e x c l u d i n g t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s and t o 
be v i o l a t i n g Crown o b l i g a t i o n s . But t h e T r i b u n a l has no 
t e e t h , i t is? n o t g o i n g t o s t o p B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t from 

pot 
s e n d i n g back t h e B i l l and i t c e r t a i n l y has not s t a r t e d 
Trudeau i n a p r o c e s s o f n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

We i n v e s t i g a t e d t a k i n g a case t o t h e World C o u r t , and we 
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d i s c o v e r e d t h a t i n o r d e r t o g e t a c a s e i n t o the World 
C o u r t , you needed a r e f e r e n c e from a number o f c o u n t r i e s , 
t h r o u g h t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , and t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s today 
do n o t have t h e p o l i t i c a l groundwork l a i d t o be a b l e t o 
get a s u p p o r t i n g r e f e r e n c e from enough c o u n t r i e s t o g e t a 
case i n t o t h e World C o u r t . We i n v e s t i g a t e d t a k i n g a case 
i n t o the European C o u r t o f Human R i g h t s , w h i c h i s a C o u r t 
s e t up t o m o n i t o r G r e a t B r i t a i n s ' a c t i v i t i e s , and we d i s 
c o v e r e d t h a t i n o r d e r t o s u c c e e d w i t h the p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 
a c a s e , you needed a . s p o n s o r i n g c o u n t r y from one o f t h e 
European c o u n t r i e s and we d i d not, a t t h a t t i m e , have a 
s p o n s o r i n g c o u n t r y i n s p i t e o f e f f o r t s , we took t o g e t i t . 
We t h e n c o n c e n t r a t e d o ur e f f o r t s i n t a k i n g a l e g a l c a s e 
t o B r i t a i n . We h i r e d l a w y e r s , t h e y worked w i t h us i n t h e 
development o f t h e argument. We h i r e d a man named Ian 
Brownlee, who i s t h e head o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Sec
t i o n a t O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y , and i s one o f t h e l e g a l 
t h i n k e r s i n t h e B r i t i s h Empire. We a l s o h i r e d a man 
named John MacDonald, who has been f i g h t i n g c a ses on be
h a l f o f i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e i n B r i t a i n f o r many y e a r s , and 
i s w e l l aware o f t h e t a c t i c s w h i c h t h e B r i t i s h Government 
uses xn c a s e s a g a i n s t t h e Crown. A l t h o u g h they have. worked 
w i t h u s , and I a n Brownlee h i m s e l f was p r e p a r e d t o p u t h i s 
name b e h i n d t h e I n d i a n argument, as I have d e s c r i b e d i t t o 
you, i n a Memorandum o f Law w h i c h have p r e s e n t e d t o t h e 
A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l . We do n o t have money t o t a k e a case t o 
t h e B r i t i s h C o u r t s a t t h e moment, and I am s a y i n g t h a t r e a l l y 
b l u n t l y and w i t h a l o t o f unhappiness because i n t h e l o b b y 
i n w h i c h we have done, and have been t o B r i t a i n f o u r t i m e s 
s i n c e I have seen you l a s t , I have t a l k e d t o a l o t o f L o r d s , 
and I have t a l k e d t o a l o t o f p e o p l e w i t h i n the P a r l i a m e n t 
o f B r i t a i n . We have been a d v i s e d t h a t o ur s t r o n g e s t p o s i t i o n 
i n fighting t h i s c a s e i s i f we are a b l e t o a s s e r t t h e c l a i m 
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l e g a l l y . Those who have seen our l e g a l argument have 
s a i d t h a t i t i s v e r y s t r o n g , b u t we do not have the money 
t o i n i t i a t e and ta k e a case through the B r i t i s h C o u r t s . 
I s h o u l d say on t h a t f r o n t t h a t I am g o i n g t o A l b e r t a t o 
see i f some o f t h e r i c h e r bands may be i n a p o s i t i o n t o 
a s s i s t us on t h e money f r o n t . Bobby w i l l e x p l a i n t h a t 
t h e r e have been n e g o t i a t i o n s g o i n g on w i t h o t h e r I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s f o r a w h i l e t o t r y and r a i s e t h e money t o ta k e a 
case t h r o u g h the B r i t i s h C o u r t s . What we have done i n 
s t e a d i s pursued a r o u t e t h r o u g h the P r i v y C o u n c i l . The 
P r i v y C o u n c i l used t o be t h e h i g h e s t c o u r t i n B r i t a i n 
w h i c h Canada used t o r e s o l v e h e r d i s p u t e s . S i n c e 19 31, 
Canada has n o t been a b l e t o use t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l be
cause i t s a i d t h a t t h e Supreme C o u r t o f Canada i s now 
the h i g h e s t r o u t e . The I n d i a n N a t i o n s o f B r i t i s h Columbia 
have f o r many y e a r s a t t e m p t e d t o use the r o u t e t o the 
P r i v y C o u n c i l t o g e t a h e a r i n g on t h e i r i s s u e s . I n 1906, 
t h r e e C h i e f s from B r i t i s h Columbia went t o the Crown, i n 
t h a t case i t was Edward V I I , t o p l a c e t h e i r case b e f o r e 
the P r i v y C o u n c i l a r g u i n g t h a t t h e Crown o b l i g a t i o n s t o 
them were b e i n g v i o l a t e d by the P r o v i n c i a l Government, who 
was t a k i n g away t h e i r l a n d w i t h o u t t h e i r c o n s e n t . I n 
1909, t h e Cowichan p e o p l e , a t t e m p t e d t o p l a c e t h e i r case 
b e f o r e t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l , r e l y i n g as th e y d i d on t h e 
Roy a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 176 3. I n 1913, t h e Ni s h g a s went t o 
p e t i t i o n t h e Queen, r e q u e s t i n g t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e i r 
a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s be s u b m i t t e d t o the J u d i c i a l Committee 
o f the P r i v y C o u n c i l . June 20, 1914, t h e F e d e r a l Govern
ment passe d an O r d e r - I n - C o u n c i l a g r e e i n g t o submit the 
I n d i a n p e o p l e s ' c l a i m t o t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l , p r o v i d e d t h a t 
t h e I n d i a n s a g r e e , i n advance, t h a t i f t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l 
s a i d t h e y had some r i g h t s , t h a t the I n d i a n s would be p r e 
p a r e d t o e x t i n g u i s h them. And under tho s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
the N i s h g a s were n o t i n a p o s i t i o n and d i d not consent t o 
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the p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e i r c a s e t o the P r i v y C o u n c i l . I n 
1919 and 1926, the A l l i e d T r i b e s p r e s s e d once a g a i n t o 
have t h e i r case h e a r d b e f o r e t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l . You will 
p r o b a b l y a l l be f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e h i s t o r y t h a t what 
happened was t h e Government o f Canada s e t up a J o i n t 
Committee o f t h e Senate and t h e House o f Commons t o 
h e a r t h e p e t i t i o n o f t h e A l l i e d T r i b e s , t o see whether 
o r n o t a c l a i m t o t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l s h o u l d be s e n t , b u t 
they were s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d as a l l t h a t . They s a i d 
t h a t t h e Committee w i l l h e a r whether o r n o t t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s e x i s t s . The A l l i e d T r i b e s m e r e l y 
asked t h a t t h e Canadian Government send t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s t o t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l . The Committee 
a l s o s a i d t h a t t h e y were o b e y i n g t h e O r d e r - I n - C o u n c i l o f 
1914, and s h o u l d t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l decide, t h a t a b o r i g i n a l 
r i g h t s e x i s t s , t h e n a t t h a t t i m e , a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s would 
be e x t i n g u i s h e d and t h e I n d i a n must c o n s e n t t o t h i s . 
Under t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e I n d i a n s d i d n o t c o n s e n t and 
the J o i n t Committee r u l e d t h a t t h e r e were no a b o r i g i n a l 
r i g h t s i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , and the m a t t e r was c l o s e d , 
and no r e f e r e n c e was s e n t t o t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l . The 
f o l l o w i n g y e a r an amendment was passed t o t h e I n d i a n A c t 
making i t i l l e g a l f o r t h e I n d i a n s t o p r e s s f o r t h e i r l a n d 
c l a i m s . 

My h e a r t s i c k e n s when I r e a d t h i s h i s t o r y because when you 
l o o k a t t h e development o f Canada i n t o a s t a t e , and many o f 
you m i g h t have h e a r d t h e words o f the Kershaw R e p o r t w h i c h 
s a i d t h a t i n 19 31 whatever r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s m ight have been 
w i t h B r i t a i n f o r t h e I n d i a n s , i t now r e s t s w i t h Canada. 
What t h e y a r e r e f e r r i n g t o ^ i s t h e f a c t t h a t i n 1931, Canada, 
as a m a t t e r o f international l a w , g a i n e d r e c o g n i t i o n as a 
f u l l s t a t e . B e f o r e 1931, t h e r e i s a b s o l u t e l y no doubt i n 
law t h a t t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 176 3 as a B r i t i s h e n a c t -
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merit, took precedence over any law i n Canada, and t h e 
C o l o n i a l Laws V a l i d i t y A c t , w h i c h i s a B r i t i s h s t a t u t e , 
s a i d t h a t t h e r e s h a l l be no law passe d i n Canada w h i c h 
c o n f l i c t s w i t h the B r i t i s h law. T h i s was b e f o r e Canada 
was a f u l l s t a t e . There i s a b s o l u t e l y no doubt i n law 
t h a t had t h e A l l i e d T r i b e s succeeded i n 19 25 t o g e t t h e i r 
case b e f o r e t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l , b e f o r e Canada was a f u l l 
s t a t e , t h e r e i s no q u e s t i o n t h a t t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n 
o f 176 3, as a B r i t i s h enactment, would have p r e v a i l e d 
o v e r any Canadian law whi c h c o n f l i c t e d w i t h it. So i n 
many ways where we s t a n d now i s a t a n o t h e r j u n c t i o n . I t 
seems t o me, t h a t as a m a t t e r o f law, t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s 
were i n a p o s i t i o n t o make a s u c c e s s f u l argument b e f o r e 
1763, and what partiach d i d a t t h a t p o i n t , i s he devas-
t a t e d e i g h t o u t o f t h e t e n o u t p o s t s o f t h e B r i t i s h and 
they were not prepared to go to war with the Indians, so the 
Royal Proclamation of 176 3 was passed to affirm Indian 
r i g h t s . A t t h a t j u n c t i o n o f 176 3, t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s were 
i n a p o s i t i o n i n law t o t e l l t h e Government and t h e Crown 
t h a t they were not going t o be d e a l i n g w i t h them a t a l l . 
The second l e g a l j u n c t i o n where I t h i n k t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s 
had a v e r y s t r o n g argument w h i c h would have succeeded i f 
the A l l i e d T r i b e s , i n 192 5, p r e s s e d as f a r as th e y c o u l d 
and were b l o c k e d by the Government o f Canada from g e t t i n g 
t h e i r case b e f o r e t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l . A t t h a t j u n c t i o n , t h e 
law was on t h e s i d e o f t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s , and once a g a i n 
i n g e t t i n g t h e i r r i g h t s a f f i r m e d . 

cut, 
We are a t a n o t h e r j u n c t i o n now because w i t h the p a t r i a t i o n o f 
th e C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e r e i s t h e l e g a l case f o r the I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s t h a t i t can not be done w i t h o u t t h e co n s e n t o f t h e 
I n d i a n s . The r i g h t s and o b l i g a t i o n s a f f e c t i n g the I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s cannot be u n i l a t e r a l l y changed by the Government o f 
Canada, o r t h e Government o f Canada and t h e P r o v i n c e s . 
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I suppose t h e s t a t e o f i t a l l i s g o i n g t o be i n the hands 
o f the r e s t o f us i n t h e n e x t w h i l e t o make s u r e t h a t 
we are a b l e t o make t h i s j u n c t i o n work f o r the I n d i a n Na
t i o n s and g e t t h e q u e s t i o n o f Land C l a i m s s e t t l e d once 
and f o r a l l a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r u l e s o f law so the Crown 
o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s can be r e s p e c t e d as a 
mat t e r o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f Canada. Those o b l i g a t i o n s 
were i n t e n d e d t o be r e s p e c t e d . 

I was t a l k i n g about t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l and I g o t s i d e -
t r a c k e d . We have p r e s e n t e d a p e t i t i o n t o t h e A t t o r n e y -
G e n e r a l , a Memorandum o f Law. I t has been s i g n e d by 
m y s e l f , Ian B r o w n l e e , L e s l i e P i n d e r and M i c h a e l J a c k s o n . 
We have e n c l o s e d i t i n t h e m a t e r i a l h e r e , i t i s v e r y s h o r t , 
about t w e n t y - f i v e pages, a t Tab 5. You can r e a d the l e g a l 
c a s e f o r t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s . I t b e g i n s , "The I n d i a n Na
t i o n s and a r e q u e s t from t h e Canadian F e d e r a l Government 
based upon t h e pr o p o s e d r e s o l u t i o n f o r j o i n t a d d ress t o 
Her M a j e s t y , t h e Queen." 

We have a l s o o r g a n i z e d a l e g a l l o b b y w h i c h w i l l b e g i n n e x t 
week. A l l t h e key members o f t h e House o f Lo r d s and the 
Government w i l l be l o b b i e d on I n d i a n Government. The 
l o b b y i s t o g e t a r e f e r e n c e t o t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l , i t i s 
a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h a v o t e o f t h e Government o f t h e Queen, i n 
B r i t a i n . We have s e n t them a l e t t e r , w i t h the Memorandum, 
t a l k e d t o them i n p e r s o n , and we have s e t up ap p o i n t m e n t s . 
T h i s r o u t e i s n o t a s u r e r o u t e , o n l y a l o b b y r o u t e . I f 
we a r e s u c c e s s f u l , t h e n we w i l l be b r i n g i n g home t h e l e g a l 
c a s e t h r o u g h t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l . The o n l y s u r e r o u t e would 
be a case t h r o u g h t h e B r i t i s h C o u r t . Once you l a u n c h y o u r 
documents, you a r e i n c o u r t , and so u n l i k e t h e P r i v y Coun-
c i l , we do not have t o l o b b y f o r our forum. We have c o n t a c t e d 
the R u s s e l l T r i b u n a l and under our i n s t r u c t i o n s , t hey would 
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be w i l l i n g t o reconvene the T r i b u n a l t o h e a r th e q u e s t i o n s 
o f t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s and the Canadian C o n s t i t u t i o n . They 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t we h o l d our T r i b u n a l i n I c e l a n d , S c o t l a n d , 
and i n Wales because they f i g u r e those c o u n t r i e s would be 
more r e c e p t i v e . T h e i r p o p u l a t i o n would be more s y m p a t h e t i c 
t h a n t h e B r i t i s h p o p u l a t i o n . Through t h a t k i n d o f f o r c e , 
more p r e s s u r e can be b r o u g h t i n t o B r i t a i n . We have begun the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , and t h e r e w i l l be more t a l k about i t l a t e r o f 
h a v i n g an I n d i a n C o u r t h e a r the m a t t e r . An I n d i a n c o u r t has 
t h e l e g a l a u t h o r i t y j u s t as the n o n - I n d i a n c o u r t s have 
l e g a l a u t h o r i t y t o make d e c i s i o n s and r e s o l v e t h e s e ques
t i o n s . The l e g a l r o u t e i s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t r o u t e . It has 
g o t an argument w h i c h can t i p the b a l a n c e o f power i n f a v o u r 
o f t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s on the p o l i t i c a l f r o n t . I say t h a t 
because th e B r i t i s h w i l l n o t o n l y be f o r c e d t o l i s t e n t o t h e 
I n d i a n argument, t h e y w i l l a l s o be t i e d i n t o t h e i r own l e g a l 
t h i n k i n g . T h e y g o t t o obey the r u l e o f law. I f t h e 
B r i t i s h f e e l t h a t t h e Canadian Government i s b r e a k i n g Crown 
o b l i g a t i o n , and i s u s i n g t h e B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t t o a s s i s t i n 
t h a t , we have got some p o l i t i c a l l e v e r a g e . The l e g a l case can 
a s s i s t because i f we a r e s u c c e s s f u l i n b r i n g i n g t h e case 
e i t h e r t o the P r i v y C o u n c i l , o r the B r i t i s h c o u r t , t h e mere 
f a c t o f t h e case b e i n g l a u n c h e d c o u l d s t o p t h e p r o p o s a l 
f r om b e i n g debated i n t h e B r i t i s h House u n t i l t h e case has 
been h e a r d . I t c o u l d buy t h e t i m e . I t h i n k the r e s t o f 
t h i s d i s c u s s i o n w i l l be d e v o t e d t o t h e p o l i t i c a l machine 
and how it is i n m o t i o n and what i t s f o r c e i s i n o r d e r t o 
c o - o r d i n a t e t h e l e g a l and the p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y t o r e a c h 
us t o v i c t o r y . 

STEVEN POINT: Wow!!! I am c e r t a i n l y overwhelmed a t 
t h e amount o f i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t can come ou t o f such a s m a l l 
p e r s o n . As you h e a r d , t h e l e g a l case i s c e r t a i n l y n o t an 
easy one, and c e r t a i n l y f i l l e d w i t h a l o t o f c o m p l e x i t i e s 
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i t would be c e r t a i n l y w o r t h y o u r w h i l e t o go t h r o u g h the 
l e g a l argument, and t o g a i n a s t r i c t u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
t h a t argument. I want t o thank L o u i s e f o r coming up. I f 
you see L o u i s e t h r o u g h o u t t h e day, s t o p and ask f o r f u r t h e r 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n . There w i l l be t i m e a v a i l a b l e f o r q u e s t i o n -
i n g L o u i s e a f t e r you have had a chance t o go o v e r the l e g a l 
documents. You can v o i c e y o u r q u e s t i o n s a t a d i s c u s s i o n 
p e r i o d . 

Moving on t o George's r e p o r t , George has recommended t h a t 
i f t h e r e a r e any q u e s t i o n s a t t h i s t i m e , t h e y can be d i r -
e c t e d t o L o u i s e . We will open t h e f l o o r f o r d i s c u s s i o n and 
a q u e s t i o n p e r i o d . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band). 
L o u i s e mentioned t h a t o n l y t h e F e d e r a l 

Government has any powers t o n e g o t i a t e o ur a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s 
and l a n d c l a i m s . I was w o n d e r i n g why i s i t we are s t y m i e d 
w i t h , t h e P r o v i n c i a l Government cause t h e y do n o t want t o 
r e c o g n i z e o ur a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s o r l a n d c l a i m s . 

LOUISE MANDELL: I t i s a m a t t e r o f p o l i c y , t h e F e d e r a l 
Government has s a i d t h a t t h e y want t o engage i n t r i - l a t e r a l 

is? 
n e g o t i a t i o n s because i t i s u l t i m a t e l y g o i n g t o be p r o v i n c i a l 
l a n d s w h i c h t h e y say i s g o i n g t o be t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s b u t as a m a t t e r o f law, t h e p r o v i n c e s have 
n o t h i n g t o do w i t h i t because t h e i r o n l y r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
t h e q u e s t i o n i s t h a t t h e y i n h e r i t t h e l a n d unburdened. 
The F e d e r a l Government a l o n e has t h e power t o n e g o t i a t e . 
What alw a y s makes me a b i t u n c o m f o r t a b l e i s t h a t when I 
hea r t h e F e d e r a l Government say t h a t t h e p o l i c y has t o i n 
c l u d e t h e P r o v i n c e s , I know t h a t what h a s , i n f a c t , 
happened i s t h a t the P r o v i n c e s have i l l e g a l l y o b t a i n e d 
a u t h o r i t y t o govern l a n d s w h i c h have n e v e r been s u r r e n d e r e d . 
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The F e d e r a l Government poses i t t h e n t h a t now t h e P r o v i n c e s 
are g i v i n g back something t o t h e I n d i a n s . The r e a l i t y o f 
the o r i g i n a l l e g a l p r o p o s i t i o n i s t h a t t h e P r o v i n c e s never 
had t h e a u t h o r i t y o v e r t h a t l a n d t o s t a r t w i t h . I t i s not 
a q u e s t i o n o f g i v i n g back t o t h e I n d i a n s , i t s h o u l d have 
been a q u e s t i o n where t h e P r o v i n c e s a r e n o t b r o u g h t i n u n t i l 
the F e d e r a l Government and the I n d i a n s had c o n c l u d e d t h e i r 
t r e a t i e s . And t h i s , i n f a c t , i s t h e h i s t o r y o f Canada. 
The P r o v i n c e s were never i n v o l v e d i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s i n 
the e a r l y t r e a t i e s , t h a t i s b e f o r e 19 32. I t was o n l y a f t e r 
t h i s t h a t . t h e P r o v i n c i a l Government became s t r o n g and t h e i r 
i l l e g a l i t y o v e r I n d i a n l a n d c o u l d become more complete t h a t 
the F e d e r a l Government began b r i n g i n g i n as a m a t t e r o f 
p o l i t i c s because i t was, s a i d by the F e d e r a l Government t h a t 
the P r o v i n c e s w o u l d be g i v i n g up l a n d . A l l o f t h a t i s an 
i n c o r r e c t l e g a l a s s e r t i o n , i t < % . o n l y been the way p o l i t i c s 
and p o l i c y have r o l e d o v e r I n d i a n p e o p l e s 1 c l a i m s o v e r the 
y e a r s . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band) 
The o t h e r p o i n t I would l i k e t o b r i n g 

out i s t h a t t h e Cowichan Band has never s i g n e d any t r e a t i e s . 
To my way o f t h i n k i n g , w e " ^ n e v e r g i v e n up any r i g h t s t o 
the l a n d s , t h e m i n e r a l s , the r e s o u r c e s and e v e r y t h i n g p e r 
t a i n i n g t o t h e l a n d where we l i v e . My q u e s t i o n i s : "What 
i s the b e s t way t o go about e s t a b l i s h i n g t h i s , p o l i t i c a l l y 
o r l e g a l l y ? ' 

LOUISE MANDELL: L e g a l l y , i t seems t o me t h a t we have a 
chance r i g h t now i n a s s e r t i n g t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p o s i t i o n 
o f the I n d i a n N a t i o n s . On t h a t f r o n t the I n d i a n p e o p l e s ' 
r i g h t s i s . c o n f i r m e d under t h e R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n o f 176 3. 
P o l i t i c a l l y , you a r e g o i n g t o have t o d i s c u s s t h a t w i t h 
the p o l i t i c i a n s . But I want t o p o i n t something o u t . When 
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the Cherokees took t h e i r c a s e t o c o u r t i n 1830, and g o t 
the judgement w h i c h I r e a d t o you e a r l i e r w h i c h s a i d t h a t 
t h e r e i s no d i s p u t e t h a t t h e Cherokees a r e t h e o c c u p i e r s 
o f t h e i r s o i l u n t i l t h e l a n d i s v o l u n t a r i l y ceded. The 
o n l y l i m i t a t i o n i s t h a t when t h e y s e l l , t h ey have t o s e l l 
t o the Crown. When they g o t r u l i n g , t h e P r e s i d e n t a t t h e 
t i m e , Andrew J a c k s o n , s a i d t o Judge John M a r s h a l l , 'You 
made t h a t d e c i s i o n , now you e n f o r c e i t . ' What happened, 
i n f a c t , i s t h e government t r o o p s moved i n and t h e Cherokees 
were d i s p e r s e d and v e r y b a d l y pushed by t h e government 
f o r c e s . The la w , even though i t was s t a t e d i n f a v o u r o f 
the I n d i a n N a t i o n s , was n o t s t r o n g enough t o keep t h e 
Cherokees i n t h e p o s i t i o n w h i c h t h e y had won t h r o u g h t h e 
l e g a l r o u t e . I t e l l you t h i s s t o r y , n o t t o d e p r e s s you, 
b u t o n l y t o f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e f a c t t h a t t h e f u l l r e c o g 
n i t i o n o f y o u r a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s , even i f we w i n i n c o u r t , 
i s s t i l l g o i n g t o be a m a t t e r o f p o l i t i c s . And p o l i t i c s , 
n o t o n l y i n t h e sense o f t h e governments, has t o be 
bro u g h t i n t a c t i c a l l y b u t the I n d i a n N a t i o n s have t o c o n t i n u e 
to a s s e r t t h e i r r i g h t s and a c t u a l l y p r a c t i c e i t . That i s 
the bottom l i n e t o making the c l a i m v i a b l e t o d a y . L e g a l 
can a s s i s t b u t I know t h a t even w i t h t h e l e g a l v i c t o r y , t h e 
bottom l i n e i s s t i l l p o l i t i c a l . 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
I am n o t r e a l l y p r e p a r e d t o q u e s t i o n our 

l e g a l a d v i s o r on the C o n s t i t u t i o n , b u t I have t h r e e t h a t I 
would l i k e t o t o u c h on f o r a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g on my be
h a l f . The f i r s t one i s under t h e Human R i g h t s Code as i t 
i s proposed i n t h e new Canadian C o n s t i t u t i o n . L o u i s e , am I 
r i g h t t o t h i n k and b e l i e v e t h a t i f t h i s Human R i g h t s Code 
was t e s t e d by any o t h e r Canadian w i t h i n Canada, am I r i g h t 
t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e would l o s e whatever r i g h t s 
t hey s t i l l have? 
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LOUISE MANDELL: I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y e x i s t s 
w i t h i n t h a t code f o r t h e I n d i a n s t o l o s e t h e r i g h t . That's i s 
l e g a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y , whether t h a t happens i s a n o t h e r 
s t o r y . But when you say ' c o u l d t h e y l o s e t h e i r r i g h t s ? ' , I 
can see t h e r o u t e c l e a r l e g a l l y f o r t h a t t o happen. 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
The r e a s o n why I would l i k e t o have 

t h i s c l e a r i n my own mind i s t h a t a f t e r l i s t e n i n g t o q u i t e 
a few media r e l e a s e s by t h e Prime M i n i s t e r , i t seems t o me 
t h a t under t h i s new Human R i g h t s Code w i t h i n t h e new Cana
d i a n C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h a t i f any C a n a d i a n , European o r w h a t e v e r , 
t h i n k t h a t t h e y , t a k e h u n t i n g f o r i n s t a n c e , under t h i s new 
code I b e l i e v e t h a t i f a European, a C a n a d i a n l i v i n g w i t h i n 
Canada can t a k e t h i s Human R i g h t s Code t o c o u r t and have i t 
t e s t e d . And i f t h e c o u r t c o n s i d e r s i n i t s f a v o u r , t h e n t h e 
I n d i a n r i g h t s we do have l e f t , w i l l be gone. Am I r i g h t t o 
b e l i e v e t h a t ? 

LOUISE MANDELL: There a r e v a r i o u s s e c t i o n s o f the Code, 
the C h a r t e r , w h i c h c o u l d be t e s t e d a g a i n s t I n d i a n r i g h t s . 
F o r example, the s e c t i o n t h a t says t h a t p e o p l e c o u l d l i v e 
anywhere they want t o i n t h e p r o v i n c e s . I f I n d i a n r e s e r v e s 
become p a r t o f p r o v i n c i a l l a n d , we do not know whether o r n o t 
a court would say t h a t maybe n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e c o u l d say t h a t 
t h e y a r e b e i n g d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t by n o t b e i n g a b l e t o 
l i v e on I n d i a n r e s e r v e l a n d . That may be an argument t h a t 
the c o u r t s might buy. They say t h a t t h e b i g one, the one I 
t a l k e d about e a r l i e r where a b o r i g i n a l and t r e a t y r i g h t s c o u l d 
be e l i m i n a t e d by the F e d e r a l and P r o v i n c i a l Governments w i t h 
o u t I n d i a n c o n s e n t . That I t h i n k i s t h e b i g one, and that is 
where e v e n t u a l l y , l e g a l l y , I c o u l d see t h e way c l e a r under 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n o f Canada t o e l i m i n a t e t h e r i g h t s f o r 
I n d i a n s . 
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CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
My second q u e s t i o n i s the p o s i t i o n o f 

the F e d e r a l Government when t h e y l o o k a t l a n d c l a i m s . Am 
I r i g h t t o b e l i e v e t h a t the F e d e r a l Governments' p o s i t i o n 
t h a t was based on the James Bay Agreement w i l l e n t e r o n l y 
i n t o a d i s c u s s i o n w i t h I n d i a n p e o p l e on l a n d c l a i m s i f i t 
f a l l s w i t h i n t h a t image o f t h e i r agreement? 

LOUISE MANDELL: I n f a c t , t h e r e i s m a t e r i a l c o n t a i n e d i n 
Tab 5, w h i c h c o n f i r m s what you have s a i d , t h e r e i s a r e c e n t 
l y deep government document w h i c h we have i n c l u d e d i n 
summary. I t i n d i c a t e s t h a t the government says they w i l l 
n o t n e g o t i a t e l a n d c l a i m s w i t h the I n d i a n N a t i o n s u n l e s s the 
I n d i a n p e o p l e a g r e e , i n advance, t h a t they a r e p r e p a r e d t o 
s e l l t h e i r l a n d , t h e i r r i g h t s , t h e i r r i g h t s t o hunt and f i s h , 
t h e i r r i g h t s t o government f o r money. That is t h e b a s i s upon 
wh i c h t h e F e d e r a l Government i n 1981 a r e p r e p a r e d t o s e t t l e 
l a n d c l a i m s . Now t h a t is no d i f f e r e n t t h a n the James Bay 
p e o p l e . The o n l y d i f f e r e n c e i s t h a t those guys had a hydro 
e l e c t r i c power p r o j e c t w h i c h was about t o r o l e r i g h t o v e r 
t h e i r l a n d w i t h the c o n s e n t o f the government, and t h e Crees 
were t o l d t h a t t h e p r o j e c t was i n e v i t a b l e , t h a t they had no 
c h o i c e . E i t h e r t h e y c o u l d t r e a t w i t h the p r o j e c t , o r t h e y 
c o u l d n o t t r e a t , b u t t h e p r o j e c t was g o i n g ahead. Under 
the s e c o n d i t i o n s , the Government ceded t h e i r l a n d , where the 
Crees ceded t h e i r l a n d . I f you l o o k a t t h e government i n 
1980, what they say i s we s h a l l c o n c e n t r a t e on the I n d i a n 
N a t i o n s where development i s more imminent i n t h e i r t e r r i t o r y , 
we will c o n c e n t r a t e on tho s e I n d i a n N a t i o n s who a r e p r e p a r e d 
t o s e l l t h e i r r i g h t f o r c a s h because i f we g e t s e t t l e m e n t s 
from t h o s e p e o p l e , i t w i l l be e a s i e r t o t r e a t and d e a l w i t h 
the o t h e r I n d i a n N a t i o n s o f B r i t i s h Columbia. And t h i s i s 
the same p o l i c y as 19 77 and i t is g o i n g t o be w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n 
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no m a t t e r what the government says i s the p o l i c y t o t h e 
I n d i a n s . T h e i r documents r e v e a l , and I b e l i e v e them, 
because i t i s c o n s i s t e n t t h r o u g h o u t t h a t t h a t i s g o i n g t o 
be t h e i r p o l i c y i n d e a l i n g w i t h the I n d i a n N a t i o n s i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia today. 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
The t h i r d q u e s t i o n I have r e l a t e s t o 

l a n d s e t t l e m e n t . You must mentioned about c a s h , we are 
t a l k i n g about money. Are we r e a l l y t h i n k i n g about s e l l i n g 
o ur l a n d when we say ' s e t t l e m e n t ' , and we t a l k about money? 
Or a re we t h i n k i n g about t h e s h a r e o f h i d d e n t a x e s such as 
stumpage and r o y a l t i e s and t h e d e n i a l o f compensation f o r 
the d e n i a l o f use o f l a n d s i n c e t h e Europeans came t o t h i s 
c o u n t r y ? I s t h i s what we a r e t a l k i n g about, o r a r e we r e a l l y 
t a l k i n g about s e l l i n g l a n d when we t h i n k about t h e c a s h 
s e t t l e m e n t ? T h i s b o t h e r s me. When I r e a l i z e d t h e p o s i t i o n 
o f t h e N i s h g a T r i b a l C o u n c i l , when they t a l k about l a n d s , 
what t h a t p a r t i c u l a r C o u n c i l i s t a l k i n g about i s t h e c o n t r o l 
o f t h a t l a n d . T h i s l a n d i s , t h e i r d e c l a r a t i o n s a y s , ' t h i s 
l a n d i s n o t f o r s a l e ' . What a r e we t a l k i n g o r t h i n k i n g about 
when we t a l k about l a n d s e t t l e m e n t ? Maybe we c o u l d e l a b o r a t e 
on t h a t a t t h i s c o n v e n t i o n . A r e we t a l k i n g about s e l l i n g 
p o r t i o n s o f our p r o v i n c e , a r e we r e a l l y t a l k i n g about a l a r g e 
sum o f money? I have h e a r d i t mentioned i n my d i s t r i c t , and 
i t b o t h e r e d me. One meeting I went t o , we c o n f r o n t e d o u r 
s t u d e n t s , h i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t s , t h e r e was a round sum o f 
twenty b i l l i o n d o l l a r s mentioned. I t b o t h e r s me as an I n d i a n 
i n d i v i d u a l . I am t h i n k i n g a bout my g r a n d c h i l d r e n , c h i l d r e n 
t h a t a r e not b o r n y e t . Are we g o i n g t o s e l l them o u t ? Maybe 
we can e l a b o r a t e on what you t h i n k l a n d s e t t l e m e n t s h o u l d be. 

LOUISE MANDELL: I can o n l y t e l l you from t h e p o i n t o f view 
o f t h e government, l a n d c l a i m s means s e l l i n g y o u r l a n d . There 
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i s no doubt t h a t i s what they mean when they say i t . That is 
what the government means when they say l a n d c l a i m s , t h e y 
mean ' s e l l y o u r l a n d ' , u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y and t o t a l l y s e l l y o u r 
l a n d and y o u r r i g h t and your^ government, s e l l y o u r power 
to t he government and t h e y ' l l pay money f o r i t . And th e y 
announce t h a t t h e r e i s o v e r f i f t e e n b i l l i o n d o l l a r s w h i c h 
t h e y have a p p r o p r i a t e d f o r the b u y i n g o f I n d i a n l a n d and I n d i a n 
r i g h t s i n the P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h C olumbia. That is what the 
government means when th e y say ' l a n d c l a i m s ' . 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
I u n d e r s t a n d t h e i r p o s i t i o n w i t h t h e 

I n u i t s , and t h e n o r t h p o r t i o n o f t h i s P r o v i n c e . The p o s i t i o n 
o f t h a t I n d i a n N a t i o n i s n o t t o a c c e p t and s i t a c r o s s the 
t a b l e t o g e t i n t o a d i s c u s s i o n o f l a n d c l a i m s i f the image 
o f James Bay i s t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e F e d e r a l Government. 
And I hope t h a t as I n d i a n s , t h e Union o f C h i e f s , who I t h i n k 
i s t he o n l y o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h i n t h e P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h 
C o l umbia, the F e d e r a l Government r e c o g n i z e s i t as a g o v e r n i n g 
body o f o u r p e o p l e . I hope t h i s i s t h e i r p o s i t i o n . I f any 
d i s c u s s i o n xs e v e r e n t e r e d into within t h i s P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h 
C o l umbia, I t h i n k t h e p o s i t i o n o f our p e o p l e s h o u l d be i n 
l i n e w i t h what the N i s h g a s a r e t h i n k i n g . I t h i n k we s h o u l d 
demand t h a t we s h o u l d be p a i d , o r have t h e share o f stumpage 
and r o y a l t i e s which, we have been d e n i e d f o r y e a r s . We a l s o 
s h o u l d be i n a p o s i t i o n t o s i t a c r o s s t h e t a b l e w i t h the 
government and d e c i d e on what p o s i t i o n t o t a k e i n t h e use o f 
t h i s p r o v i n c e o r c o u n t r y we c a l l Canada o r B r i t i s h C olumbia. 
That is a l l I have, Mr. Chairman. 

LOUISE MANDELL: Howard, I wanted t o mention j u s t one more 
t h i n g w i t h you about t h e government p o l i c y on l a n d c l a i m s . 
When you r e a d the document you will see t h a t they say v e r y 
c l e a r l y t h e y a re n o t p r e p a r e d t o r e c o g n i z e p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i -
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z a t i o n s as the n e g o t i a t o r s o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f l a n d c l a i m s . 
What t h e y recommend i s t h a t t h e p r o v i n c e be d i v i d e d i n t o 
t r i b a l u n i t s , and t h a t a s s i s t a n c e be g i v e n t o s u p p o r t the 
development o f t r i b a l u n i t s because a c c o r d i n g t o them t h e y 
b e l i e v e t h a t it is p o s s i b l e t o e n t e r i n t o and c o n c l u d e l a n d 
c l a i m s e t t l e m e n t w i t h some t r i b a l u n i t s where some o t h e r s 
may oppose i t . They f e e l t h a t i f t h e y n e g o t i a t e a t a 
p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l t h e y will not b reak the I n d i a n p e o p l e , they 
will not g e t a s e t t l e m e n t and so t h e i r s t r a t e g y w h i c h i s 
c l e a r l y s p e l l e d o u t i n t h e i r document i s t o encourage the 
development o f t r i b a l u n i t s and s p e c i f i c a l l y n o t d e a l w i t h 
the p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n as the v e h i c l e f o r t h e s e t t l e 
ment o f l a n d c l a i m s . 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band). 
Pardon me, Mr. Chairman. L o u i s e , I may 

have been m i s u n d e r s t o o d t h e way I p u t my remarks. I b e l i e v e 
as an i n d i v i d u a l and a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f I n d i a n p e o p l e w i t h 
i n my band, the U n i o n o f C h i e f s , t o me i s the o n l y o r g a n i z a 
t i o n w i t h i n t h i s p r o v i n c e t h a t t h e F e d e r a l Government 
r e c o g n i z e s . A l t h o u g h t h e y now s i t i n t h e back room t o d i v i d e 
u s , we have an A b o r i g i n a l C o u n c i l , we have the U n i t e d N a t i v e 
N a t i o n s , b u t as f a r as t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n i s c o n c e r n e d , we ARE 
t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f o u r I n d i a n p e o p l e because o f t h e 
I n d i a n A c t . U n t i l t h a t i s changed, I t h i n k t h a t p o s i t i o n 
r e m a i n s , am I r i g h t t o b e l i e v e t h a t ? 

STEVEN POINT: Howard, p o i n t o f c l a r i f i c a t i o n h e r e . 
We have a s k e d L o u i s e t o come up. s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r t h e l e g a l a s 
p e c t o f t h e argument, and she is been r e s p o n d i n g l e g a l l y . 
You a r e p r o b a b l y l o o k i n g f o r a p o l i t i c a l answer, and I t h i n k 
George and Bobby's, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n terms o f t h e p o l i t i c a l 
a s p e c t o f t h e t h r u s t s o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . We will answer some 
o f y o u r q u e s t i o n s , and perhaps when t h a t d i s c u s s i o n comes 
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f o r w a r d , we can r e s t a t e y o u r q u e s t i o n . I s t h a t a l r i g h t 
w i t h you? 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My l a s t ques

t i o n i s perhaps not r e l e v a n t t o what the f l o o r was open f o r , 
b u t because o f the m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t I made i n my 
p r e v i o u s remarks, I t h o u g h t I would c l e a r t h a t up. Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: B i l l R o b e r t s , do you have a q u e s t i o n ? 

CHIEF WILLIAM ROBERTS: (Campbell R i v e r Band) 
I am n o t g o i n g t o ask the l a w y e r any 

q u e s t i o n s a t a l l . I t h i n k we r e q u i r e some a c t i o n s . Your 
speech i s v e r y i m p r e s s i v e , we seem t o have the r i g h t s t o 
c a r r y t h i s t h i n g r i g h t t h r o u g h . I dog§t t h i n k t h e y c o u l d 
b e a t us. We h e a r d the Supreme C o u r t s ' d e c i s i o n on the Con
s t i t u t i o n , n o t a mention o f I n d i a n s . The P r e m i e r s , w i t h a l l 
t h e i r m e e t i n g s , never s a i d a n y t h i n g about I n d i a n s . And the 
I n d i a n s n e v e r say a n y t h i n g about the I n d i a n s e i t h e r . Let us 
s p e l l o u t our r i g h t s t o t h e P r e s s . P u t i t i n t h e P r e s s t h e 
way the o t h e r s a r e d o i n g . We a r e n o t g o i n g t o t a l k about i t 
a f t e r we a r e d e f e a t e d , we want t o say i t now b e f o r e we g e t 
i n t o an argument w i t h t h e w h i t e p e o p l e . T h i s i s what I t h i n k 
the a c t i o n s h o u l d be. I f the P r e m i e r s c o u l d s p e l l o u t t h e i r 
r i g h t s and t h e Supreme C o u r t has s p e l l e d o u t t h e r i g h t s o f 
t h e w h i t e p e o p l e , l e t us do t h e same. 

STEVEN POINT: The q u e s t i o n o f the media was d i s c u s s e d 
t h i s morning by the C h i e f s C o u n c i l , they would n o t r e s t r i c t 
t h e media from coming t o t h e Assembly. I t was a m i s t a k e I 
made e a r l i e r , n o t t o mention t h a t . I t c e r t a i n l y i s the p r e 
r o g a t i v e o f t h e G e n e r a l Assembly t o r e v e r s e t h a t . However, 
w i t h t h a t announcement, be i t known t h a t the P r e s s , as f a r 
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as the C h i e f s C o u n c i l i s c o n c e r n e d , has t h e p e r m i s s i o n 
t o come i n . 

CHIEF RAY HARRIS: (Chemainus Band) 
L o u i s e , you mentioned one o f t h e problems 

i s money, and I wanted to know how much i s p r o j e c t e d t o c o s t 
t o b r i n g i t t o t h e E n g l i s h c o u r t ? 

LOUISE MANDELL: To t a k e t h e f i r s t s t e p and g e t an o p i n i o n 
done and a l l o f t h e p r e l i m i n a r y work n e c e s s a r y t o t a k e t h e 
a c t i o n t o c o u r t , would c o s t about $20,000.00. To s u r v i v e t h e 
ne x t l e v e l , w h i c h . w i l l be the government c h a l l e n g i n g the 
I n d i a n p e o p l e s ' r i g h t t o be i n c o u r t , would t a k e about 
$150,000.00, o f w h i c h $100,000.00 o f t h a t i s what t h e y c a l l 
s e c u r i t y f o r c o s t , where t h e money is not s p e n t . I t i s de
p o s i t e d i n t h e c o u r t . When t h e case i s f i n i s h e d , i t i s used, 
t o pay t h e o t h e r s i d e t h e i r c o s t , i f we l o s e , and t h e r e s t 
i s r e t u r n e d . We have t o p u t t h e money up f r o n t , and th e n t h e 
law y e r s p r o j e c t t h a t i t would t a k e about a month t o two months 
i n c o u r t . The o v e r a l l a ssessment, i n c l u d i n g e v e r y t h i n g has 
been quoted t o us t o be about a q u a r t e r and a h a l f a m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s , b u t t h e f i r s t s t e p , j u s t s t a r t i n g t h e a c t i o n , t h a t 
we have a t l e a s t p u t our f o o t i n t h e d o o r , so t h a t we are s t o p 
p i n g the Trudeau p r o p o s a l r i g h t now, t h a t s t e p can be done 
f o r about $20,000.00. 

STEVEN POINT: D i d anybody b r i n g t h a t much money w i t h 
them today? I t c e r t a i n l y i s n o t g o i n g t o be something t h a t 
i s g o i n g t o be won w i t h o u t some expense, a g r e a t expense a t 
t h a t . A r e t h e r e any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s t h a t can be d i r e c t e d 
a t L o u i s e a t t h i s t i m e . I know i t was e x t r e m e l y l o n g and p e r 
haps c o m p l i c a t e d p r e s e n t a t i o n , d e a l i n g w i t h t h e c o n c e p t o f 
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a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s , and the f a c t t h a t t h e B r i t i s h Government, 
i n f a c t , b e l i e v e d t h a t c o n s e n t was n e c e s s a r y b e f o r e l a n d s 
c o u l d be t a k e n from t h e I n d i a n s . B a s i c a l l y t h e c r u x o f t h e 
argument. I n o t i c e t h i s a f t e r n o o n t h e r e i s a d i s c u s s i o n 
p e r i o d , and t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o n v e n t i o n , t h e r e a r e s p e c i f i c 
t i m e s s e t out f o r q u e s t i o n i n g and a n s w e r i n g . I f t h e r e a r e 
any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , I know th e y can be b r o u g h t up a t t h a t 
t i m e . S e e i n g t h e r e a r e no o t h e r d i s c u s s i o n s o r q u e s t i o n s , 
I would l i k e t o thank L o u i s e f o r coming up, and I am s u r e 
t h a t I can speak f o r a l l o f you t h a t we a p p r e c i a t e t h e 
r e p o r t . 

CHIEF MIKE LEECH: ( L i l l o o e t Band) 
I would j u s t l i k e t o t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y , 

on b e h a l f o f t h e L i l l o o e t D i s t r i c t I n d i a n C o u n c i l , we had a 
l i t t l e d i s c u s s i o n o v e r t h e r e , and we a r e w i l l i n g t o donate 
$5,0.00.00 towards t h e l e g a l b a t t l e s i n t h e B r i t i s h C o u r t . 

STEVEN POINT: George s a y s , ' t h a t is a c t i o n 1 , and i t c e r 
t a i n l y i s . A t l e a s t somebody b r o u g h t some money w i t h them. 
$5,000.00 from t h e L i l l o o e t D i s t r i c t I n d i a n C o u n c i l , i t 
c e r t a i n l y i s a tremendous s t e p f o r w a r d . I do not know who i s 
c o l l e c t i n g the money. Do we have a drum on the f l o o r o r 
something? 

I would l i k e t o c a l l on the P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Union o f B. C. 
I n d i a n C h i e f s t o g i v e h i s Welcoming A d d r e s s . George. 

GEORGE MANUEL, PRESIDENT: 
Thank you v e r y much, Mr. Chairman. Steven 

P o i n t , my f r i e n d f o r a l o n g t i m e , E l d e r S y l v e s t e r , and a l l 
t h e head t a b l e , l e g a l c o u n s e l , band c o u n c i l s , our C h i e f s , 
our C o u n c i l l o r s , our E l d e r s , our y o u t h , and g e n e r a l l y , our 
p e o p l e . As P r e s i d e n t o f the Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , I 
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would l i k e t o welcome a l l o f you t o t h e 1 3 t h A n n u a l G e n e r a l 
Assembly o f the Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . I have a 
p r e p a r e d statement w h i c h I am g o i n g t o r e a d , t h e n I w i l l 
make some comments. And a g e n e r a l s t a t e m e n t i n r e l a 
t i o n t o our a c t i v i t i e s s i n c e one y e a r ago. Over the p a s t 
f o u r y e a r s , we have engaged i n an e r a o f i n t e n s e p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i v i t y w hich I have found r e w a r d i n g and a p l e a s u r e t o be 
a p a r t o f through y o u r s u p p o r t and d i r e c t i o n , we a r e be
coming a f o r c e t o be r e c k o n e d w i t h . As a l e a d e r , I know 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f f o l l o w i n g t h e d i r e c t i o n g i v e n by the 
p e o p l e we s e r v e and t h a t no l e a d e r w i l l a c h i e v e a n y t h i n g 
w i t h o u t t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e p e o p l e . I know t h a t we have 
e x p e r i e n c e d many t i r i n g and f r u s t r a t i n g b a t t l e s and t h a t 
t h e y a r e g o i n g t o c o n t i n u e f o r a l o n g t i m e . But the more 
we c o n t i n u e t o work t o g e t h e r and s t a n d u n i t e d when we a r e 
f i g h t i n g , t h e s t r o n g e r we become as I n d i a n N a t i o n s . 

I n t h i s p a s t y e a r , we have t a k e n g r e a t s t r i d e s w h i c h can o n l y 
be measured i n human te r m s . As c o m m u n i t i e s , we began t o 
o r g a n i z e and d i s c u s s t h e basis on w h i c h we a r e p r e p a r e d t o 
f i g h t and w i n . As an o r g a n i z a t i o n , we d e v e l o p e d a p o l i t i c a l 
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n t o f a c e o u r o p p r e s s o r s w i t h courage and 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Our p o l i t i c a l momentum g a i n e d ground w h i c h 
began i n t h e communities and e x t e n d e d outward w i t h each 
a c t i o n we took. How can we measure th e s u c c e s s o f one i n d i 
v i d u a l who d e c i d e s t o t a k e a s t a n d f o r what he o r she b e l i e v e s 
i n . There were many i n s t a n c e s o f t h i s o v e r t h e p a s t y e a r and 
some we w i l l n e ver know about. F o r t h e s e b r a v e a c t s , I 
s a l u t e you. 

I s a l u t e each, i n d i v i d u a l who a c t e d on h i s o r h e r own commit
ment and t h e r e b y c o n t r i b u t e d t o the s e l f - r e s p e c t and d i g n i t y 
o f our I n d i a n N a t i o n s . I s a l u t e each community t h a t o r g a n i z e d 
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t o s u p p o r t the s t a n d o f i t s C h i e f and C o u n c i l who took 
r i s k s as a l l l e a d e r s must and t h e r e b y h e l d f a s t f o r the 
p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r i t y o f our I n d i a n N a t i o n s . Together we 
d e c i d e d t o a c t and t h e r e b y p r e s e r v e d and p r o t e c t e d f o r our 
f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s , t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
w i t h o u t compromise. Now, I see our young g e n e r a t i o n s un
a f r a i d o f t h e f u t u r e . T h i s i s no l o n g e r one man's b a t t l e , 
o r t h a t o f a few. We a r e a movement o f a thousand peop l e 
and more, and i t w i l l c o n t i n u e t o grow. 

How d i d t h i s come about so q u i c k l y ? What s p a r k e d the flame 
which was dimming i n our l i v e s as I n d i a n p e o p l e ? F o r most 
o f us our f u t u r e as I n d i a n N a t i o n s was t h r e a t e n e d i n a v e r y 
d i r e c t and d e v a s t a t i n g way. Prime M i n i s t e r Trudeau had a 
p l a n t o p a t r i a t e t h e Canadian C o n s t i t u t i o n j e o p a r d i z i n g our 
f u t u r e and was d e t e r m i n e d t o pr o c e e d w i t h o u t our co n s e n t . 
The t h r e a t we f a c e d was immediate and a l l emcompassing. W i t h 
our backs t o t h e w a l l , we had no c h o i c e b u t t o come o u t 
f i g h t i n g and t o c a l l on e v e r y ounce o f i n g e n u i t y we p o s s e s s e d 
t o s t o p him. We d i d n o t t a k e l o n g i n r e s p o n d i n g t o h i s 
c h a l l e n g e . W i t h i n f i v e weeks o f t h e l a s t G e n e r a l Assembly 
b e i n g c o n c l u d e d , 1,000 I n d i a n p e o p l e from B r i t i s h Columbia 
o r g a n i z e d , f u n d r a i s e d and took t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s t o 
Ottawa. Four days i n our h i s t o r y where we succeeded i n 
f o c u s i n g n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n on the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s s u e w h i c h 
Trudeau had hoped t o keep i n r e l a t i v e o b s c u r i t y so t h a t he 
c o u l d q u i e t l y s l i p i t t h r o u g h P a r l i a m e n t . We h i g h l i g h t e d 
the c o n c e r n s o f the I n d i a n p e o p l e and succeeded i n d e l a y i n g 
h i s p l a n s l o n g enough f o r us t o p u t our own s t r a t e g i e s i n t o 
p l a y . The impact o f t h i s a c t i o n was overwhelming i n i t s 
s i m p l i c i t y . Our p e o p l e e x h i b i t e d t h e power, d i s c i p l i n e , 
r e s p e c t and c o - o p e r a t i o n so l o n g p r a c t i s e d by our f o r e f a t h e r s 
and w h i c h i s the f o u n d a t i o n o f our n a t i o n h o o d . We showed 
the Canadian p e o p l e , and t h e w o r l d , t h e t r u e s p i r i t by w h i c h 
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we, as I n d i a n p e o p l e , s u r v i v e d f o r so l o n g . 

Many o f us took our e x p e r i e n c e back t o o u r communities and 
began t o b u i l d . The " C o n s t i t u t i o n Song", w r i t t e n by t h e 
p e o p l e on t h e E x p r e s s became a War Cry o f our n a t i o n s . As 
t h e y e a r p a s s e d , more and more o f our songs were b e i n g h e a r d 
a g a i n as p e o p l e p i c k e d up t h e i r s i l e n t drums and began t o 
b e a t . More and more g a t h e r i n g s , g i v e - a w a y s , and p o t l a t c h e s 
were b e i n g h e l d around t h e P r o v i n c e . The young p e o p l e began 
t o get e x c i t e d and began t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e power o f our 
n a t i o n h o o d t h r o u g h our c e r e m o n i e s . We began t o dance i n 
growing numbers and t h e mood o f t h e P r o v i n c e s t a r t e d t o 
change. 

No l o n g e r was I n d i a n A f f a i r s a major f o r c e i n our l i v e s . No 
l o n g e r was John Munro t h e f i n a l say i n what we d e c i d e d t o do. 
P e o p l e dug deep i n t h e i r p o c k e t s t o s u p p o r t t h e i r l e a d e r s . 
"We w i l l pay our own way" became more and more the mood o f 
the community p e o p l e and can be h e a r d from e v e r y p a r t o f t h i s 
P r o v i n c e . "We must g e t o f f government money as soon as 
p o s s i b l e " came t h e a d v i c e from t h e C h i e f s . "We must b e g i n 
t o r a i s e o u r own money." 

So are t h e achievements o f our p e o p l e . So we know the power 
we p o s s e s s . Now we have d e c i s i o n s t o make w h i c h a f f e c t t h e 
p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r i t y o f our I n d i a n N a t i o n s and t h e s e d e c i s i o n s 
can no l o n g e r be based on t h e t i e s t o w h i c h t h e F e d e r a l Govern 
ment has t r i e d t o b i n d us. Now o u r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a r e c l e a r . 
Our p e o p l e have been awakened by t h e s p i r i t o f our a n c e s t o r s 
and we can c o n t i n u e t h e b e a t o f our drums t h r o u g h o u t our 
I n d i a n N a t i o n s . The f i g h t i n g s p i r i t o f our p e o p l e has c r e a t e d 
a whole new o u t l o o k on l i f e . 

As l e a d e r s i t i s our j o b now t o s e t an example o f d i s c i p l i n e 
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l o y a l t y and d e d i c a t i o n on which our I n d i a n Governments 
w i l l have a s t r o n g base. T h i s i s the k i n d o f l e g a c y we 
s t r i v e f o r i n i m p l e m e n t i n g I n d i a n Government i n our t i m e . 

I would j u s t l i k e t o mention t h e d o n a t i o n o f $5,000.00. 
You know when we a r e t a l k i n g , our backs a r e a g a i n s t t h e 
w a l l . t e l l you why. The $5,000.00 t h a t was c o n t r i 
b u t e d r e a l l y g i v e s me, and h o p e f u l l y t h e d e l e g a t e s , o ur 
C h i e f s and our C o u n c i l l o r s , and our p e o p l e the need o f 
encouragement t o cope, t o c o n t i n u e t o f i g h t . Up t o now, 
we have t a k e n the b a t t l e t o the government, a l l t h e way t o 
E n g l a n d , and p r e t t y soon, t o Europe. We have t a k e n t h e 
b a t t l e from B r i t i s h Columbia a l l the way, b u t we have needed 
a l o t o f s u p p o r t , as f a r as f u n d i n g i s co n c e r n e d , and 
t e l l you why. The A l b e r t a I n d i a n s a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , a r e 
c a r r y i n g t h e l e g a l b a t t l e f o r us because we have no more 
money t o c a r r y t h e b a t t l e . The f o u r bands o f Hobbema has 
agreed t o pr o c e e d and t a k e t h a t l e g a l c a s e t o t h e Chancery 
i n E n g l a n d . We do n o t have t h e f u n d s , we can o n l y g i v e 
them p o l i t i c a l s u p p o r t . And you know what t h a t f e e l s l i k e 
when somebody e l s e i s p a y i n g f o r i t , t h e r e i s a resentment 
sometimes t h a t d e v e l o p s . L o u i s e i s g o i n g t o be a l m o s t 
b e g g i n g , as f a r as I co n c e r n e d , when she meets w i t h t h e 
l e g a l l a w y e r s and t h e C h i e f s from A l b e r t a tomorrow. You 
a r e g o i n g tomorrow? The money t h a t has been c o n t r i b u t e d 
by the L i l l o o e t p e o p l e comes a t t h e r i g h t t i m e . I t comes 
a t t h e t i m e when i t l o o k s l i k e we a r e g o i n g t o be r i d i n g 
p i g g y b a c k on A l b e r t a . I r e a l l y do not l i k e i t . Even though 
A l b e r t a has been good t o us, I s t i l l f e e l t h a t we have t o 
pay our way. I would l i k e t o mention what we have done, 
j u s t t o s t i m u l a t e y o u r t h o u g h t s , s i n c e October 24 l a s t y e a r , 
a t t h e An n u a l Assembly. We have done a l o t o f work, and I 
am sure, you a r e i n t e r e s t e d t h a t is why you are a t t e n d i n g t h i s 
G e n e r a l Assembly, and I f u l l y and h o p e f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e 
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s u p p o r t t h a t you have g i v e n the s t a f f o f t h e U n i o n , and t h e 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s o f t h e U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , and 
t h e C h i e f s and t h e p e o p l e o f t h i s P r o v i n c e . R i g h t a f t e r 
t h e A n n u a l Assembly o f t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , t h e 
v e r y day t h a t t h e Assembly ended, we had a m e e t i n g w i t h a 
number o f bands who were i n t e r e s t e d . I do not know how many 
o f you came t o t h e m e e t i n g , we went i n t o t h e n i g h t w h i l e 
t h e pow-wow was s t i l l g o i n g here i n t h e b u i l d i n g . We had 
a m e e t i n g a t t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s h e a d q u a r t e r s . 
We a l r e a d y s t a r t e d o r g a n i z i n g f o r the C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s , 
and we have been o r g a n i z i n g s i n c e t h a t t i m e . We n ever 
s t o p p e d , our p e o p l e have never s t o p p e d . As a r e s u l t o f o u r 
q u i c k a c t i o n r i g h t a f t e r the Assembly, we o r g a n i z e d t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . One o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t I am always 
proud o f , and I will a l ways remember about o u r p e o p l e , i s t h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e y r e a l l y took the t r i p t o Ottawa v e r y s e r i o u s 
l y . They d e c i d e d t h e m s e l v e s , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t t h e r e be 
no t i e s , and t h a t came from the E l d e r s f r o m G i l f o r d I s l a n d . 
That was t h e recommendation, and t h a t means a l o t as f a r as 
g i v i n g d i r e c t i o n and l e a d e r s h i p i s c o n c e r n e d . A l c o h o l , 
t h e r e was no a l c o h o l , our p e o p l e had t o l i v e on t h e t r a i n 
w i t h no s l e e p e r s . There were E l d e r s , young p e o p l e , t h a t had 
t o s l e e p f o r t h r e e days and t h r e e n i g h t s on t h e t r a i n , e a t i n g 
c o l d f o o d w h i c h t h e y g a t h e r e d and took w i t h them from B r i t i s h 
C olumbia t o Ottawa. I am v e r y p r oud o f t h a t moment, even 
though I was s i c k a t t h a t t i m e . I am v e r y proud o f t h e 
p e o p l e who d e c i d e d t o t a k e the f i g h t s e r i o u s f o r t h e C o n s t i 
t u t i o n a l i s s u e . On December 8, 19 80, o u r d e l e g a t i o n from 
B r i t i s h Columbia c a r r i e d on t h e f i g h t t o New York t o the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s . To t h o s e t h a t remembered, I j u s t wanted you 
t o remember t h a t was: t h e f i g h t o f o u r p e o p l e . A l o t o f t h e s e 
p e o p l e were n o t C h i e f s , t h e y were p e o p l e t h a t were c o n c e r n e d , 
and dug v e r y d e e p l y . They used t h e i r f u n d s , t h e i r f a m i l y 
funds from t h e i r homes, t o c a r r y t h i s f i g h t and t o t r a v e l a l l 
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the way from Ottawa, t h e n t o New York, and t h e n back t o 
Vancouver and t o t h e i r r e s e r v e s w i t h i n B r i t i s h Columbia. 
And I must say a l s o t h a t I thank you a l l f o r t h i s . 

On F e b r u a r y 20, Jean C h r e t i e n and John Munro s p e l l e d out how 
they would r e c o g n i z e a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s . And t h e y s a i d t hey 
w i l l r e c o g n i z e a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s o n l y on t h e b a s i s o f the 
l e g a l d e c i s i o n s t h a t have been c a r r i e d o u t i n the p a s t . 
Am I c o r r e c t ? I n A p r i l , I s w i f t l y responded i m m e d i a t e l y 
on t e l e v i s i o n , I was i n Ottawa when t h a t happened. I 
responded v e r y q u i c k l y t o C h r e t i e n and Munro, t h a t same day, 
i n the House o f Commons. I was a l s o i n t h e P r e s s G a l l e r y 
o f the House o f Commons, denouncing John Munro's i n t e r 
p r e t a t i o n as f a r as a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s and t r e a t y r i g h t s 
was concerned. And I s t i l l denounce i t . S h o r t l y a f t e r 
t h a t , t h e v e r y n e x t day, t h e r e was a t e l e x t o a l l t h e C h i e f s 
o f B r i t i s h Columbia, t e l l i n g t h e C h i e f s what I d i d , t h a t I 
d i d something bad. A l l I was d o i n g was d e f e n d i n g our r i g h t s 
as I n d i a n N a t i o n s , a l l I was d o i n g was d e f e n d i n g our i n t e g 
r i t y as p e o p l e , as our band members i n our r e s e r v e s , as our 
C h i e f s , as our C o u n c i l l o r s , o u r E l d e r s , o u r young p e o p l e . 
I t i s our s u r v i v a l t h a t I am t a l k i n g about. T h i s i s what 
I was d e f e n d i n g , and I guess what r e a l l y d i s a p p o i n t s me, 
w h i c h makes me f e e l l i k e c r y i n g q u i t e o f t e n , i s sometimes I 
f e e l I am a l o n e , t h a t n e v e r gotten t h e s u p p o r t , t h a t I 
r e q u i r e . 

On A p r i l 3, 19 81, i n Kamloops, th e p e o p l e d e c i d e d t o form 
another C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s and t o p l a n a t r i p t o E n g l a n d . 
S h o r t l y a f t e r t h a t m e e t i n g , t h e r e were meetings i n L i l l o o e t , 
W i l l i a m s L a k e , K i t i m a t , P o r t Hardy, B e l l a C o o l a and G i l f o r d 
i s l a n d . I mention t h a t because i t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o me 
because t h e Canadian Government has every i n t e n t i o n t o change 
our l e g a l r i g h t , t h e y wanted t o move under t h e i r p l a n , t h e y 
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want t o move w h i t e p e o p l e r i g h t i n t o our I n d i a n r e s e r v a 
t i o n s . T h i s i s a l r e a d y h a p p e n i n g i n some p l a c e s . They 
i n t e n d t o impose t a x e s , t o a l l o u r p e o p l e because t h e y 
b e l i e v e we do not h o l d o ur w e i g h t as f a r as t a x a t i o n i s 
concerned, and t h a t we must pay our own way from h e r e on 
i n . T h i s i s what the s t r u g g l e i s a l l about. I n May o f 
t h i s y e a r , we had an o r g a n i z e r t h a t went t o Europe t o 
s t a r t o r g a n i z i n g f o r t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . I n O c t o b e r , 
s i x t e e n o f our I n d i a n p e o p l e , t h r o u g h t h e i r own money, 
thr o u g h t h e r e s e r v e s , n o t g r a n t s f r o m Munro o r from W a l c h l i , 
went t o Europe t o campaign t o many c o u n t r i e s so as we can 
have a s t r o n g d e l e g a t i o n t h a t w i l l go t o Europe t o t e l l t h e 
s t o r y o f how t h e p e o p l e o f Canada have d e p r i v e d our p e o p l e 
o f t h e i r l a n d , o f how t h e i r l a n d has been s t o l e n , how t h e i r 
l i v e l i h o o d have been s t o l e n , how t h e i r h u n t i n g and f i s h i n g 
r i g h t s have been s t o l e n , and how o u r p e o p l e l i v e i n v e r y poor 
h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s . A l o t o f f a m i l i e s on t h e r e s e r v e s , t h a t 
a r e n o t her e t o d a y , t h a t can not a f f o r d t o be a t t h e m e e t i n g , 
have t o l i v e i n homes t h a t have t h r e e f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n 
them. T h i s i s what our f i g h t i s about. T h i s i s what our 
s t r u g g l e i s a l l about. I am very happy f o r t h e p e o p l e who 
s u p p o r t e d t h e i d e a s t h a t I had and t h e peopl e t h a t took t h e 
b a t t l e , on our b e h a l f , and I want t o s a l u t e everybody. A l s o 
t o acknowledge and thank everybody f o r the s t r u g g l e t h a t 
t hey have done, and e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e b i g s a c r i f i c e s t h a t t h e y 
a r e g o i n g t o be making t o go t o Europe. I t h i n k t h e r e a r e 
about t h r e e t o f o u r hundred I n d i a n p e o p l e t h a t a r e l e a v i n g 
f o r Europe r i g h t a f t e r t h i s c o n f e r e n c e , t o l o b b y i n Europe 
and then end up i n G r e a t B r i t a i n , w i t h i n t h r e e weeks a f t e r 
our c o n f e r e n c e . That is a c t i o n . That is what L i l l o o e t r e c o g 
n i z e s , we have no r e a l r e a s o n , t h a t we s h o u l d be t a l k i n g any 
more. We have. g o t t o be t a l k i n g a bout a c t i o n . I would l i k e t o 
thank L o u i s e Mandel, L e s l i e P i n d e r , and a l l t h e l e g a l s t a f f 
f o r t h e s a c r i f i c e s t h a t they're g i v e n t o us f o r l i t t l e o r 
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no money. You know as a l a w y e r , t h i s woman has t o buy 
c l o t h e s from the rummage s a l e . I know I n d i a n s l i v e t h a t 
way b u t i t t a k e s a damn good l a w y e r t o be a b l e t o do t h a t , 
and I would l i k e t o g i v e her a good hand. That's a l l we 
e v e r g i v e h e r i s a l o t o f work., and I t h i n k she d e s e r v e s 

an o v a t i o n b u t i t is up t o you t o do t h a t . 

LOUISE MANDELL: Thank you. 

GEORGE MANUEL, PRESIDENT: 
T h a t is i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h e r work, and 

I know t h a t she w i l l c o n t i n u e t o f i g h t and f i g h t w i t h 
e v e r y t h i n g t h a t she has g o t i n h e r mind, and i n h e r l i t t l e 
body, and h e r l i t t l e rummage s a l e c l o t h e s t h a t she packs 
on h e r back. And so I thank you v e r y much, Mr. Chairman, 
f o r g i v i n g me t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t a l k f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e 
t o t h e p e o p l e , t o t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e o f B r i t i s h C olumbia. 
CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band). 

We, i n South I s l a n d , would l i k e t o 
donate $5,000.00 t o t h e c o s t t h a t i s g o i n g t o be l o d g e d i n „ 
t h e b a t t l e i n E n g l a n d . I would l i k e t o say t o George, t h a t we have 
sometimes not shown our s u p p o r t t o you because o f our 
b a t t l e s a t home, the b a t t l e s a t home have t o be won b e f o r e 
we can b a t t l e a t o t h e r l e v e l s . Maybe sometimes i t does not 
l o o k l i k e i t , t h a t we have s u p p o r t e d you, you can be s u r e o f 
one t h i n g t h a t you have demonstrated t o u s , t o many o f us 
who a r e s t a r t i n g up i n l e a d e r s h i p t h a t we hope some day to 
a c h i e v e half of t h e g o a l s , h a l f o f the t h i n g s t h a t you have 
done, so do not e v e r f e e l t h a t you have e v e r been l e t down. 
I t h i n k t h a t our l e a d e r s h i p and d e m o n s t r a t i o n t h r o u g h y o u r 
a b i l i t y has a l l o w e d us t o demonstrate power and s t r e n g t h a t 
home, so I would l i k e t o thank George f o r showing us many t i m e s 
t h a t i t t a k e s one l e a d e r t o show o t h e r l e a d e r s t h a t i t i s 
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p o s s i b l e and I would l i k e t o thank George f o r t h a t . We w i l l 
be d o n a t i n g money t o o , b u t we do not know who t o g i v e i t t o , 
we will donate $5,000.00 t o t h e cause t o o . 

STEVEN POINT: G e o r g e w a s w o n d e r i n g i f you had t h e c a s h , 
o r i s i t cheque? F o r as l o n g as I have known George Manuel, 
as l o n g as I have been i n v o l v e d p o l i t i c a l l y , i n t h i s p r o v i n 
c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , I can h o n e s t l y say t h a t t h e r e i s one 
t h i n g t h a t I have always t r i e d t o do, and t h a t i s t o e x p r e s s 
t h e h o n e s t y , t h e i n t e g r i t y , t h e cour a g e , t h e s t r e n g t h and 
the knowledge and t h e l e a d e r s h i p t h a t emanates from George 
Manuel. And t o o o f t e n i n a l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n , t h r o u g h the 
p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e , t h r o u g h t h e p o l i t i c a l f i g h t s , t h r o u g h 
t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f power, y o u r l e a d e r s h i p sometimes does g e t 
i s o l a t e d , b u t I can h o n e s t l y say t h a t w i t h o u t t h a t l e a d e r 
s h i p , w i t h o u t t h a t s t r e n g t h and courage, t h e s t a m i n a t h a t 
I s e x p r e s s e d i n t h e k i n d o f l e a d e r s h i p t h a t George has p r o -
v l d e d , we have never been i n a p o s i t i o n t o d a y t o even r e c o g n i z e 
t h e t h r e a t t h a t e x i s t s t o a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s . B e f o r e t h a t , 
the v e r y l e a s t we can do, i s t o e x p r e s s o ur thanks t o George 
Manuel. Thank you George f o r y o u r work. 

I do not know i f George has been s h o p p i n g a t t h e rummage s a l e s 
o r n o t , b u t I owe him a f i s h , and I am g o i n g t o b r i n g i t t o 
him as soon as I can. I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e r e i s a d e s i r e 
t o ask q u e s t i o n s , o r t o make some comments t o George's 
p r e s e n t a t i o n , I j u s t want t o announce, however, t h a t t h e r e 
I s a lunch, b e i n g p r e p a r e d f o r t h e d e l e g a t e s , t h a t i s g o i n g 
t o be r e a d y a t 1:0.0 p.m. The charge i s $2.00, and t h e y a r e 
r a i s i n g money f o r t h e t r i p . We would encourage a l l t h e 
d e l e g a t e s t o p l e a s e s u p p o r t , and I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e s e r 
v i c e w i l l be p r o v i d e d e v e r y d a y . Are t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s , 
comments, w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n by George, o r t h e 
l e g a l p r e s e n t a t i o n by L o u i s e ? 
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CHIEF COUNCILLOR ED MOODY: ( B e l l a C o o l a Band) 
Good a f t e r n o o n everybody. I am C h i e f 

C o u n c i l l o r Ed Moody from th e B e l l a C o o l a Band. Our band 
would l i k e t o p ledge $5,000.00 t o t h i s cause. 

GEORGE MANUEL, PRESIDENT: 
I would j u s t l i k e t o mention t h a t I f e e l 

v e r y good. We can l o o k i n t h e eyes o f t h e A l b e r t a n I n d i a n s 
when we meet w i t h them tomorrow. We can t a l k / t o them i n the 
f a c e and we will not f e e l ashamed when L o u i s e i s t a l k i n g w i t h 
them. Thank you v e r y much f o r t h e s u p p o r t . 

MARCELINE MANUEL: (Member, Kootenay N a t i o n ) 
I come here t o make a p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 

$10.00. I am a Concerned A b o r i g i n a l Woman, and t h i s p r e s e n 
t a t i o n comes from m y s e l f , and I hope t h a t my Kootenay l a n d 
i s n ot s o l d and i t i s r e t a i n e d . I h e a r d t h a t a d e c l a r a t i o n 
was made. I am q u i t e c o n cerned because my Kootenay l a n d i s 
n o t f o r s a l e . That i s why I am making t h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n . 
Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: I w a s J u s t g o i n g t o make t h a t c e r t a i n l y 
no d o n a t i o n o r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h i s e f f o r t i s t o o s m a l l o r 
t o o l a r g e . The more t h a t we can s t a n d t o g e t h e r , t h e more t h a t 
we can c o n t r i b u t e , the s t r o n g e r t h e p o l i t i c a l and l e g a l p o s i 
t i o n w i l l be. Thank you v e r y much. I know f o r many y e a r s 
t h a t the U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s was i n m e e t i n g , I 
remember f i r s t g e t t i n g i n v o l v e d , t h e c o s t o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n s 
were tremendous. To i n c r e a s e t h e v a l i d i t y o f t h e arguments 
i t c e r t a i n l y i s t r u e t h a t t h e F e d e r a l Government f u n d i n g 
s u p p o r t i n g o u r p o l i t i c a l arguments, d e t r a c t s from t h o s e 
p o l i t i c a l arguments. The t ime has come, a f t e r t w e l v e o r 
t h i r t e e n y e a r s o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a l development, t h a t the 
I n d i a n communities a g a i n b e g i n t o pay f o r i t s own p o l i t i c a l 
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i d e n t i t y . A r e t h e r e any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , comments o r 
d o n a t i o n s ? 

LARRY CLAXTON: ( Band) 
We had a m e e t i n g and we would l i k e t o 

donate $350.00 t o t h e c a u s e , from our Band. 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band) 
I would j u s t l i k e t o p e r s o n a l l y thank 

George f o r a l l h i s e f f o r t s i n w o r k i n g w i t h us as C h i e f s o f 
the Union o f B. C. We have gone a l o n g way i n t h e p a s t 
t h i r t e e n y e a r s s i n c e we formed t h e Union o f C h i e f s . We have 
deve l o p e d i n t o a t h r e a t t o t h e F e d e r a l Government and t o 
anybody t h a t l i k e s t o p u t down I n d i a n p e o p l e . I t h i n k t h a t 
i s why we have been d i v i d e d . I f e e l t h e same w a y as t h e 
o t h e r p e o p l e h e r e t h a t we a r e s t i l l one o f t h e main o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s h e r e i n B. C. We s t i l l a r e a t h r e a t , and I t h i n k we 
s h o u l d c o n t i n u e , no m a t t e r how h a r d t h e s t r u g g l e . 

MOTION #3: ( C h i e f Dennis A l p h o n s e , C h i e f Tom Sampson) 
I make a m o t i o n t o a c c e p t George Manuel's r e p o r t . 
CARRIED. 

I would a l s o make a p e r s o n a l d o n a t i o n t o t h e cause o f the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

$20.00 from A b e l J o e . 
$20.00 from E l d e r W i l f r e d S y l v e s t e r . 
$20.00 from P h i l i p P a u l . 

SAM : 
I n e v e r f o r g o t one o f t h e words t h a t the 

P r e s i d e n t s a i d one t i m e . I t was a speech t h a t he made and 
i t was w r i t t e n o u t i n one o f t h e books t h a t t h e Union d i s t r i -
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b u t e s . He s a i d we s u r v i v e d because we a r e I n d i a n p e o p l e , so 
we a r e s u r v i v o r s . I w i s h t o thank George f o r a l l the h a r d 
work t h a t he has p u t i n t h e s e many y e a r s . When we h e a r d t h a t 
he was s i c k i n the h o s p i t a l , a l o t o f p r a y e r s were s a i d f o r 
him t h a t he would s u r v i v e , and he i s h e r e w i t h us today. I 
t h i n k we can see a l o t o f s c a r s on t h i s man, o f a l l the 
b a t t l e s t h a t he has been t h r o u g h w i t h government o f f i c i a l s , 
P r o v i n c i a l and F e d e r a l . I would l i k e t o encourage everybody 
t o f o l l o w what t h i s man has done. We can o n l y do t h a t by 
t h o s e s m a l l d o n a t i o n s t h a t I can see i n t h e r e now, so let us 
a l l d i g deep. My C o u n c i l gave me some money t o s u p p o r t me 
w h i l e I am h e r e . I have a l r e a d y p a i d f o r my room so I am 
g o i n g t o donate t h e r e s t o f my money, and t h a t i s $100.00. 

STEVEN POINT: Thank you Sam. As t h e d o n a t i o n s a r e r o l l 
i n g i n , I am a c c e p t i n g t h e s e as a m o t i o n o f v o t e f o r yes i n 
f a v o u r o f George's r e p o r t . So f a r we have had a l m o s t unanimous 
s u p p o r t i n terms o f the- r e s o l u t i o n . I t is the h a r d e s t v o t e 
I have had t o t a k e i n , it is the e a s i e s t . 

CHIEF WAYNE CHRISTIAN: (Spallumcheen Band) 
What's happening and t a k i n g p l a c e r i g h t 

now i s r e a l l y good. The s t r u g g l e we are h a v i n g w i t h the Con
s t i t u t i o n was a s t r u g g l e i n e v e r y community, i n terms o f 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g i t . I would l i k e t o say t o everybody h e r e t h a t 
i n o ur community we had a h a r d t i m e u n d e r s t a n d i n g what the 
p a t r i a t i o n o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n meant. Q u i t e r e c e n t l y a t one 
o f our m e e t i n g s , t h e p e o p l e g o t t o g e t h e r and v o t e d t o pay my 
way o u t o f band funds t o go t o Europe, w h i c h I thought was 
r e a l l y good because b e f o r e t h a t I was g o i n g t o make a l o a n . 
W i t h i n t e r e s t r a t e s the way t h e y a r e , I would p r o b a b l y be 
p a y i n g i t f o r a number o f y e a r s . I n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h a t , the 
money th e y have a l l o c a t e d t o m y s e l f on b e h a l f o f a l l my p e o p l e , 
my C o u n c i l , my E l d e r s , and some o f the p e o p l e h e r e , I am 

. . . . 4 7 



- 47 -

g o i n g t o donate $200.00 t o t h e cause f o r t h e l e g a l c a s e . 

CHIEF WILSON BOB: (Lyackson Band) 
F i r s t o f a l l , I would l i k e t o s t a r t by 

a l s o t h a n k i n g George f o r h i s endeavours on b e h a l f o f the 
Union. B u t I want t o i m p r e s s upon a l l o f you now t h a t the 
money i s r o l l i n g i n , a l l o f you know, and I am s u r e you do, 
t h i s cause i s common t o a l l o f us i n the P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h 
C o lumbia. By s a y i n g t h a t I a l s o s t a t e t h a t now i s t h e t i m e 
f o r t h i s U n i o n t o open i t s d o o r s t o t h e o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n t h i s P r o v i n c e so t h a t t h e y w i l l be f i g h t i n g the b a t t l e 
w i t h us and n o t a g a i n s t u s , as sometimes i t does appear 
t h r o u g h t h e comments made fr o m d i f f e r e n t l e a d e r s o f d i f f e r e n t 
a r e a s . I t i s f o r us t o remember t h a t we a r e g i v i n g t h e s e 
d o l l a r s f o r t h e sake o f o u r I n d i a n p e o p l e so we must open 
the door and ask f o r c o - o p e r a t i o n o f a l l our p e o p l e , n o t 
o n l y i n t h i s P r o v i n c e , b u t i n Canada as a whole. I am s u r e 
t h a t we a r e p r o b a b l y t h e f i r s t t o demonstrate t h i s , and I 
ask t h e l e a d e r s o f t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s o t o demonstrate t h e i r 
c o - o p e r a t i o n and a c t i o n i n o p e n i n g t h e s e doors t o o t h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I donate $20.00. . 

STEVEN POINT: W e have a n o t h e r l a r g e d o n a t i o n from 
G i l f o r d I s l a n d f o r $2,000.00. P e t e r Smith b r o u g h t i n $100.00. 
Joe Saunders j u s t s t e p p e d up w i t h a n o t h e r $100.00. C h i e f 
Ron J o h n , Hope Band, $1,000.00. 

P h i l i p s a i d he was g o i n g t o t a k e h i s $20.00 back now t h a t t h e r e 
i s : so much money. Throughout t h e c o n v e n t i o n we w i l l be r e 
c e i v i n g p l e d g e s and d o n a t i o n s . A t t h i s t i m e , I would l i k e t o 
break f o r l u n c h . I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r l u n c h we w i l l h e a r from 
Bobby Manuel on t h e p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g y i n terms o f the C o n s t 
i t u t i o n , so I would r e q u e s t we reconvene i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 
l u n c h a t 2:00 p.m. Thank you. 
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STEVEN POINT: B e f o r e we c o n t i n u e w i t h the C o n s t i t u t i o n 
s t r a t e g y , a l o n g w i t h the C a r i b o o T r i b a l C o u n c i l , we have an 
urgent message. 

PHILIP PAUL: A p p a r e n t l y t h e r e was a s l i d e t h i s morning 
and a r e a l t r a g e d y . There were f o u r I n d i a n p e o p l e k i l l e d 
t h e r e . Ross George, M o l l y George, C a r o l y n George and Ross 
H a r r y . I guess t h e y were members o f one o f o u r C o u n c i l and 
r e l a t i v e s o f J u l i e Newman, who i s suppose t o be here w o r k i n g 
a t the c o n v e n t i o n , and c o u l d not come because o f t h i s . I t i s 
q u i t e a t r a g e d y and v e r y c l o s e t o t h i s a r e a so I would ask 
a t t h i s t ime i f we c o u l d not j u s t r i s e and have a minutes 
s i l e n c e f o r t h e s e p e o p l e . (SILENCE) Thank you v e r y much. 

CHIEF BOBBY MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h Band) 
I n our p o r t i o n o f our r e p o r t , I have asked 

C h i e f Ray Hance t o come up as w e l l because / t h e C a r i b o o 
T r i b a l C o u n c i l has r e a l l y been i n v o l v e d i n o r g a n i z i n g and 
w o r k i n g a t the community l e v e l , and the p o l i t i c a l l e v e l , i n 
terms o f d o i n g a l o t o f o r g a n i z i n g and d o i n g a l o t o f work. 
We are r e s p o n s i b l e i n s p o n s o r i n g m y s e l f t o go t o E n g l a n d , a 
c o u p l e o f months ago t o do some p r e p a r a t o r y work t h e r e , and 
t o do some p r e l i m i n a r y l o b b y i n g . 

B a s i c a l l y , f i r s t I would l i k e t o g i v e some background as t o 
the p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n and s t a n c e t h a t we have t a k e n . I t e v o l v e s 
r e a l l y from t h e A b o r i g i n a l R i g h t s P o s i t i o n Paper t h a t was 
adopted two a s s e m b l i e s ago. The A b o r i g i n a l R i g h t s P o s i t i o n 
Paper s p e c i f i c a l l y s p e l l s o u t t h a t what we a r e a f t e r i s the 
l a n d , r e s o u r c e s and I n d i a n g o v e r n i n g a u t h o r i t y , and from t h a t 
p o i n t on e v e r y k i n d o f a c t i o n t h a t t h e F e d e r a l Government has 
taken o r any o t h e r body has t a k e n t h a t i t i s g o i n g t o e l i m i n a t e 
our l a n d b a s e , our r e s o u r c e b a se, i n the a u t h o r i t y o f our 
I n d i a n Government, we have moved a g a i n s t . When I was asked t o 
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make t h i s r e p o r t , I was t h i n k i n g back about what has 
happened s i n c e l a s t assembly and now. There c e r t a i n l y 
has been a h e l l o f a l o t . I know d u r i n g t h e l a s t assem
b l y , we came i n h e r e w i t h n o t t o o much knowledge o f t h e 
e f f e c t s o f Trudeau's C o n s t i t u t i o n . A t t h a t p o i n t i n time 
we had our e f f o r t s d i r e c t e d i n o t h e r d i r e c t i o n s , b u t be
cause o f t h e C h i l d C a r a v a n , i t became c l e a r t h a t even 
though the Spallumcheen Band movement was v i c t o r i o u s , 
t h a t i n t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s i t was g o i n g t o be w i p e d o u t 
by what Trudeau was d o i n g . S i n c e t h e n we have been r e a l l y 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g on d o i n g a l o t o f work t r y i n g t o a n a l y z e and 
f i g u r e o u t what has been g o i n g on. However, a t t h i s 
Assembly, t h e r e were two m o t ions made and t h a t is the man-
d a t e t h a t we have worked on, and m o t i o n #2 r e g a r d i n g t h e l e g a l 
c a s e i n Canada, and m o t i o n #3 s a y i n g b a s i c a l l y t h a t we 
e n t r e n c h our A b o r i g i n a l and T r e a t y R i g h t s i n t h e C anadian 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . B ut we assume t h a t meant t h a t A b o r i g i n a l 
and T r e a t y R i g h t s must be e n t r e n c h e d i n t h e C o n s i t u t i o n i n 
s u ch a way t h a t i t would e n s u r e and g u arantee t h a t o u r 
f u t u r e would c o n t i n u e as I n d i a n p e o p l e . I t h i n k t h a t we 
a l l r e a l i z e t h a t a l l d u r i n g t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a l d e b a t e s , 
t h e F e d e r a l Government i s r e a l l y n o t i n v o l v i n g I n d i a n p e o p l e 
a t a l l . A l l t h a t was h a p p e n i n g was t h a t t h e F e d e r a l Govern
ment was i n v i t i n g o u r n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e 
F i r s t M i n i s t e r s C o n f e r e n c e s as o b s e r v e r s , and a f t e r t h e 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y d e b a t e , t h e y moved t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n i n t o a 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l committee. And t h a t is where we s t a r t e d t o 
move from. As o u r P r e s i d e n t i n d i c a t e d t h i s morning, i t was 
s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e l a s t assembly t h a t we s t a r t e d t o move on 
t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . On t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l , what we d i d 
was move t o c a l l a F i r s t N a t i o n s Assembly o f a l l C h i e f s a c r o s s 
Canada. The F i r s t N a t i o n s Assembly, and I guess the C o n s t i 
t u t i o n E x p r e s s were c a l l e d o u t o f d e s p e r a t i o n , once we 
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r e a l i z e d t h a t we were g o i n g t o be s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d . The 
e f f e c t s o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s and t h e F i r s t N a t i o n s 
Assembly was t h a t i t changed p u b l i c o p i n i o n . Now when I 
speak t o and t a l k t o many groups, I always t a l k about i t 
as b e i n g an e x p r e s s i o n o f our I n d i a n power because when we 
l o o k i n Canada, t h e r e a r e about t w e n t y - f i v e m i l l i o n non-
I n d i a n p e o p l e , and about s i x t y p e r c e n t o f t h a t , I would say 
about t h i r t e e n m i l l i o n n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e were p r e t t y much 
i n f a v o u r o f what Prime M i n i s t e r Trudeau was d o i n g . That 
was l a s t f a l l , b u t a f t e r the E x p r e s s , about t h i r t e e n m i l l i o n 
were n o t i n f a v o u r o f what he was d o i n g , and I a t t r i b u t e 
t h a t d i r e c t l y t o the e f f o r t s o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . 

The o t h e r t h i n g t h a t a l o t o f p e o p l e a r e n o t aware o f i s 
t h e image o f Prime M i n i s t e r Trudeau was a f f e c t e d i n t e r n a t i o n 
a l l y . I f you w i l l r e c a l l around C h r i s t m a s time l a s t y e a r , 
Prime M i n i s t e r Trudeau was t r a v e l l i n g t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . 
I can not remember a l l t h e c o u n t r i e s , t h a t he went t o b u t i n 
most o f t h o s e c o u n t r i e s , he was not t a k e n v e r y s e r i o u s l y . I n 
one p l a c e he was snowed i n , i n a n o t h e r p l a c e he was h e a d i n g 
f o r t h i s o t h e r c o u n t r y , I t h i n k i t was N i g e r i a , and the 
P r e s i d e n t i n f o r m e d him t h a t w h i l s t he was i n t h e a i r , n o t t o 
b o t h e r coming. Somewhere i n South A m e r i c a , he went t o v i s i t 
a n o t h e r c o u n t r y and t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h a t c o u n t r y was n o t 
even t h e r e t o meet him. There was a l o t o f d i s r e s p e c t shown 
to the Prime M i n i s t e r i n h i s t r a v e l s i n t h e w o r l d . And from 
s o u r c e s w i t h i n the Prime M i n i s t e r s o f f i c e , i t was r e v e a l e d 
t o us t h a t h i s A d v i s o r s a t t r i b u t e d t h a t bad image o f the 
Prime M i n i s t e r d i r e c t l y t o t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e i n Canada and 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . So we had i n t e r n a t i o n a l impact i n 
t h a t r e s p e c t . The o t h e r e f f e c t was the p o l i t i c i z a t i o n o f 
our p e o p l e , those ones t h a t were on t h e t r a i n . As w e l l , we 
had an e f f e c t on h i s committee, as you r e c a l l , he was t h e 
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committee, C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Committee, P a r l i a m e n t a r y Com
m i t t e e , was t o q u i t h e a r i n g s about mid-December, b u t because 
o f the k i n d o f e f f o r t s t h a t we p u t i n t o b r i n g i n g up the 
p u b l i c c o n s c i o u s n e s s , t h e Committee was ex t e n d e d t o F e b r u a r y , 
and we a t t r i b u t e t h a t d i r e c t l y t o t h e E x p r e s s . The r e s u l t , 
C h r e t i e n i n c l u d e d A b o r i g i n a l and T r e a t y R i g h t s i n t o t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . He went b e f o r e the P a r l i a m e n t a r y Committee 
and d i d s o . A t t h a t m e e t i n g o f the Committee and h i s p r e 
s e n t a t i o n , t h e N a t i o n a l I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d , t h e N a t i v e 
C o u n c i l o f Canada, the I n u i t T a p i r i s a t , were i n a t t e n d a n c e . 
And w i t h o u t s t u d y , a l l o f t h e s e b o d i e s i m m e d i a t e l y threw 
t h e i r w e i g h t b e h i n d what C h r e t i e n was p r o p o s i n g as an Amend
ment. And i n f a c t , t h e P r e s i d e n t o f the N a t i v e C o u n c i l o f 
Canada, H a r r y D a n i e l s , went on n a t i o n a l news i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 
he was p r e p a r e d t o c a r r y t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n from G r e a t B r i t a i n 
back t o Canada. As a r e s u l t , i t appeared t h a t what C h r e t i e n 
had done, as f a r as I am c o n c e r n e d , i s he p u l l e d o f f a v e r y 
m a s t e r f u l p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s j o b , and from t h e p o i n t on, i t 
was always t h o u g h t t h a t I n d i a n p e o p l e were i n s u p p o r t o f 
p a t r i a t i o n . I t took a l o n g t i m e b e f o r e we c o u l d break t h a t 
t hought p r o c e s s w i t h government and w i t h Canadian p e o p l e . 
Our s t a n c e a t t h a t time was t o s e c u r e a copy i m m e d i a t e l y o f 
what was w r i t t e n i n t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e A b o r i g i n a l and 
T r e a t y R i g h t s s e c t i o n s , and o u r a n a l y s i s was t h a t our con
c l u s i o n t h a t even though A b o r i g i n a l and T r e a t y R i g h t s were 
e n t r e n c h e d i n the proposed C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e r e was no p r o 
t e c t i o n p r o v i d e d . I would l i k e t o g e t i n t o some s p e c i f i c 
s e c t i o n s , j u s t t o i l l u s t r a t e t h e k i n d o f e f f e c t the C o n s t i 
t u t i o n i s g o i n g t o have on o u r Band Governments, and on our 
r e s e r v e l a n d s . A l o t o f p e o p l e r e f e r t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
A c t and t h e y r e f e r j u s t t o a b o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n s , b u t t h e r e 
a r e o t h e r s e c t i o n s i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n t h a t a r e g o i n g t o 
have a d e v a s t a t i n g e f f e c t upon us. S e c t i o n 6 ( 2 ) , and I will 
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quote and r e a d as f o l l o w s : 
'Every c i t i z e n o f Canada and e v e r y p e r s o n who has 
a s t a t u s o f a permanent r e s i d e n t o f Canada, has a 
r i g h t (a) t o move t o t a k e up r e s i d e n c y i n any 
p r o v i n c e t o pursue t h e g a i n i n g o f any l i f e l i h o o d 
o f any p r o v i n c e . ' 

Now one o f the p o i n t s t h a t we have t o r e a l i z e about t h i s 
s e c t i o n i s t h a t t h e r e i s no s e c l u s i o n o f I n d i a n r e s e r v e 
l a n d s , and i t is? v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t somebody i n our 
r e s e r v e , one o f our r e s e r v e s , would want t o s e l l a p i e c e 
o f l a n d , o r some n o n - I n d i a n p e r s o n would come a l o n g w i t h 
$50 - $60 hundred thousand d o l l a r s , t o purc h a s e a p i e c e o f 
l a n d , and you know as w e l l as I do t h a t t h e r e a r e members 
i n many o f our communities t h a t would agree t o t h a t . As 
a r e s u l t o f t h a t , t h e y would t r y t o p r o c e s s t h e s a l e and 
under the I n d i a n A c t , we can see the n o n - I n d i a n p e r s o n 
g o i n g t o C o u r t and h o l d i n g up t h e Canadian C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
And i f we u n d e r s t a n d t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , i t i s t h e h i g h e s t 
law o f any c o u n t r y , i t i s t h e h i g h e s t w r i t t e n law t h e r e i s . 
The I n d i a n A c t f a l l s u n d e r n eath t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . There
f o r e i n a judgement, it is c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t a Judge would 
l o o k a t the case and would say 'yes, a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
C h a r t e r o f R i g h t s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e Canadian C o n s t i t u t i o n , 
you have t h e r i g h t t o l i v e i n any p r o v i n c e , you have t h e 
r i g h t t o purc h a s e l a n d , and i n t h i s c a s e , the I n d i a n A c t 
d i s c r i m i n a t e s and does n o t p e r m i t t h a t , so t h e r e f o r e we w i l l 
r u l e the l a s t p a r t o f t h e I n d i a n A c t i n v a l i d . ' So you 
c o u l d e n v i s i o n o ur r e s e r v e s g r a d u a l l y , and v e r y s l o w l y 
b r e a k i n g up i n t o s m a l l e r p i e c e s , d w i n d l i n g down t o n o t h i n g . 
The o t h e r s e c t i o n t h a t i s n o t r e f e r r e d t o i s S e c t i o n 15, 
and t h a t d e a l s w i t h r i g h t s . I t reads as f o l l o w s : 

'Every i n d i v i d u a l i s e q u a l b e f o r e and under the law 
and has the r i g h t t o e q u a l p r o t e c t i o n and e q u a l 
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b e n e f i t o f t h e law w i t h o u t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , and 
i n p a r t i c u l a r w i t h o u t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n based on r a c e , 
n a t i o n a l o r e t h n i c o r i g i n , c o l o u r , r e l i g i o n , s e x , 
age, o r m e n t a l o r p h y s i c a l d i s a b i l i t y . ' 

And t h a t s e c t i o n would have a d e v a s t a t i n g e f f e c t on a l l 
our r i g h t s , and I would j u s t g i v e a s o r t o f an a n a l o g y 
o r s c e n a r i o o f what I c o u l d e n v i s i o n h a ppening. L o o k i n g 
a t maybe a n o n - I n d i a n p e r s o n r i d i n g down the Trans-Canada 
Highway, a l o n g t h e F r a s e r R i v e r , s e e i n g one o f our p e o p l e 
f i s h i n g f o r salmon w i t h a d i p n e t , t h a t n o n - I n d i a n p e r s o n 
i f he i s w e l l - v e r s e d i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n c o u l d say t h a t 
' I am suppose t o be e q u a l . ' And I know t h a t t h e r e would 
be p e o p l e l i k e t h a t . ' I am suppose t o be e q u a l b e f o r e t h e 
law and t h e r e f o r e I am g o i n g t o go f i s h i n g , 1 and he g e t s 
a d i p n e t and s t a r t s f i s h i n g . Then he g e t s p i c k e d up, 
thrown i n , and g e t s charges a g a i n s t him. A g a i n , t h a t non-
I n d i a n p e r s o n c o u l d t a k e t h e C h a r t e r o f R i g h t s and the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n and h o l d i t up and say ' I am b e i n g d i s c r i m i n a t e d 
a g a i n s t . I am suppose t o be e q u a l b e f o r e the law a c c o r d i n g 
t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , S e c t i o n 15.' T h e r e f o r e , the Judge 
would be p u t i n a p o s i t i o n o f e v a l u a t i n g t h i s s e c t i o n , and 
he has two b a s i c a l t e r n a t i v e s . One i s t o e x t e n d t h e same 
r i g h t t o a l l n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e , o r t a k e t h e r i g h t away from 
us. I do not t h i n k i t t a k e s much t h i n k i n g o f what would 
happen. I t w o u l d be t a k i n g away t h e r i g h t from us. But 
t h e n you can go on and on about a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f 
r i g h t s : e d u c a t i o n , c u l t u r a l c e n t r e s , f r i e n d s h i p c e n t r e s , 
a r e s p e c i a l , a r e d i f f e r e n t , t r e a t i n g p e o p l e d i f f e r e n t l y , 
t r e a t i n g us d i f f e r e n t l y . Band Governments, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
a l l the d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f funds i n t h e whole Department o f 
I n d i a n A f f a i r s . A l l t h e d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f s p e c i a l f u n d s , 
F i r s t C i t i z e n s ' Fund, a l l t h o s e k i n d s o f funds c o u l d be 
e l i m i n a t e d because o f t h i s C h a r t e r , because they t r e a t us 
r e l a t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t t h e n o t h e r p e o p l e as a r e s u l t o f t h a t . 
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Section 15, one t h a t i s not r e f e r r e d to very o f t e n , has a 
very devastating e f f e c t upon our Indian Governments, our 
reserve lands, and the resources and c o n t r o l t h a t we have 
at t h i s p o i n t . So the foundation, l o o k i n g at t h i s , and 
lo o k i n g at the A b o r i g i n a l Rights P o s i t i o n and the d i r e c t i o n 
t h a t we were d i r e c t e d to go i n , s t a r t e d us i n a movement 
opposing i n the str o n g e s t way p o s s i b l e , Prime M i n i s t e r 
Trudeau's e f f o r t s to p a t r i a t e the C o n s t i t u t i o n . I can 
say, w i t h p r i d e , t h a t the Union of B. C. Indian Chiefs on 
a n a t i o n a l b a s i s , r i g h t across Canada has been the strongest 
f i g h t e r of the p a t r i a t i o n process and has provided leader
ship i n th a t regard. The Federation of Saskatchewan Indians, 
at one p o i n t i n time, supported the p a t r i a t i o n process. 
The Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s , and the Yukon T e r r i t o r i e s , a l s o 
supported the p a t r i a t i o n process. The Native C o u n c i l of 
Canada supported the p a t r i a t i o n process, and as a r e s u l t 
Harry D a n i e l s , the P r e s i d e n t was asked to r e s i g n . Now they 
are again t r y i n g to negotiate w i t h the Prime M i n i s t e r . The 
I n u i t s have always supported p a t r i a t i o n , and they continue 
to do so today, and are even d i s t r i b u t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n i n 
England. The reason the I n u i t T a p i r i s a t support t h i s i s 
because they b e l i e v e t h a t they are going to have a double 
run at t h i s . One i s through the C o n s t i t u t i o n , they say 
they have got enough i n there already. They are s t i l l a t e r 
r i t o r y i n the north. They f e e l they are going to achieve 
p r o v i n c i a l status at some p o i n t , and so they will have another 
way of coming and g e t t i n g t h e i r r i g h t s . They have got a 
second chance, but a l l of us i n the south do not have that 
chance, i t is only one run we have. This c o n s t i t u t i o n a l f i g h t 
has r e a l l y caused a l o t of hard f e e l i n g s i n the Indian 
movement. I t has r e a l l y been d i f f i c u l t and f r u s t r a t i n g i n 
the past year, the work th a t has had to be done. I have done 
a l o t of lobbying i n Ottawa, and the k i n d of things t h a t 
people were t r y i n g to do to make deals behind closed doors. 
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The F e d e r a t i o n o f Saskatchewan I n d i a n s were l o b b y i n g t o 
g e t t h e whole o f Saskatchewan s e t up as an I n d i a n Govern
ment P i l o t P r o j e c t w h i c h w o u l d i n c l u d e h a v i n g the C h i e f s 
r e c e i v e $25,000.00 p e r y e a r i n s a l a r i e s , and $15,000.00 
f o r C o u n c i l l o r s . They were I n t h a t p r o c e s s , and t h e y were 
d e a l i n g i n such a way t h a t t h e y were o f f e r i n g t h a t i f t h e 
F e d e r a l Government would do t h a t , then t h e F e d e r a t i o n o f 
Saskatchewan I n d i a n s would d e l i v e r a l l t h e r e s t o f the 
P r o v i n c i a l T e r r i t o r i a l O r g a n i z a t i o n s (PTOs) i n t o p r o v i n 
c i a l a s s o c i a t i o n s t o s u p p o r t p a t r i a t i o n . They r e a l l y made 
a l o t o f moves i n t h a t r e g a r d i n t r y i n g t o g e t the Union 
o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s i n t o s u p p o r t i n g p a t r i a t i o n . They 
s e n t d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e o u t t o t r y and l o b b y and n e g o t i a t e 
w i t h us t o change our p o s i t i o n . They o f f e r e d t o have me 
r u n as a L i b e r a l I n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , they o f f e r e d a l l 
k i n d s o f f i n a n c e s t o my band, t h e y o f f e r e d me a j o b w i t h 
the Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s . There a r e a l l k i n d s o f 
underhanded moves t h a t have been g o i n g on because o f t h e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l q u e s t i o n . I do not t h i n k L o u i s e r e f e r r e d t o 
the C anadian p a r t o f t h e l e g a l , a t the l a s t Assembly i t 
was: d i r e c t e d t h a t t h e Union s u p p o r t a l e g a l case h e r e i n 
Canada. T h i s o n l y went so f a r , and t h e n we d e c i d e d t h a t 
B r i t a i n was the p l a c e t o go. We have been w o r k i n g w i t h t h e 
I n d i a n A s s o c i a t i o n o f A l b e r t a , a l s o t h e Four N a t i o n s Con
f e d e r a c y o f M a n i t o b a , and w i t h some o f the groups i n 
O n t a r i o I n terms o f s t r a t e g i z i n g and f i g h t i n g the c o n s t i 
t u t i o n a l q u e s t i o n . I t has been agreed a t the N a t i o n a l 
Assembly, t h r o u g h a r e s o l u t i o n , t h a t n a t i o n a l l y we were n o t 
t o d e a l w i t h the F e d e r a l Government o r t h e P r o v i n c i a l 
Government. Our f i g h t i s f i n i s h e d i n Canada, i t i s i n 
E n g l a n d now. As I have e x p l a i n e d t h i s morning, L o u i s e has 
t r a n s f e r r e d a l e g a l p o s i t i o n t o t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l . We have 
p u t a l o t o f t h o u g h t i n t o a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s i n terms 
o f E n g l a n d . The c o u n t r y i s i n u p h e a v a l r i g h t now, and I 
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t h i n k everybody sees i t i n the news. I t has s e r i o u s economic 
problems, r a c e problems, freedom f i g h t e r p roblems, what
ever they want t o c a l l the IRA and o t h e r groups t h e r e , so 
t h e r e i s a l o t o f b a t t l i n g g o i n g on. The l a s t time we were 
i n London, we met w i t h them, w i t h an i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l com
m i t t e e . The argument t h a t we b a s i c a l l y p r e s e n t e d t o them 
was t h a t we t o l d the B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s t h a t t h e r e i s 
a Crown - I n d i a n r e l a t i o n s h i p , and i f you p a t r i a t e Prime 
M i n i s t e r Trudeau's C o n s t i t u t i o n as i t i s , what you a r e g o i n g 
t o do i s t o knock the h e l l r i g h t o u t o f y o u r Crown. That 
r e a l l y g e t s them u p s e t , the t h o u g h t o f un d e r m i n i n g o r damaging 
i n any way the image o f the Crown. There a r e some t h i n g s 
t h a t need t o be r e a l i z e d by anybody t h a t i s g o i n g o v e r t h e r e 
i n terms o f t h e p o l i t i c a l l o b b y . The B r i t i s h a r e n o t too 
i n t e r e s t e d i n h o u s i n g p r o b l e m s . o r economic problems, t h e y 
a r e n ot t o o i n t e r e s t e d i n e d u c a t i o n problems, s o c i a l problems, 
e t c . , because t h e y see a l l o f t h a t i s b e h i n d t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
They see i t w i t h i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e y a re c u r i o u s , t h e y 
are i n t e r e s t e d t o know about t h a t , b u t i n terms o f t h e i r ob
l i g a t i o n , t h e i r d u t y , t h a t is what they r e a l l y want t o know 
about. "What i s our d u t y ? " And what we have been b a s i c a l l y 
t e l l i n g them, i s r i g h t now t o d a y , w i t h o u t Trudeau's C o n s t i t u 
t i o n , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e f o r the F e d e r a l Government o r the 
P r o v i n c i a l Governments, o r the F e d e r a l Government and t h e 
P r o v i n c i a l Governments t o g e t h e r , t o change S e c t i o n 91 (24). 
B e f o r e t h e y can change t h a t S e c t i o n , and as you r e c a l l t h ey 
attempted t o do so i n 1969, even i f th e y a l l a g r e e d , they 
have t o g e t Crown c o n s e n t b e f o r e t h e y can change any s e c t i o n 
o f t he C o n s t i t u t i o n . What we are l o o k i n g f o r i s t o make s u r e 
the consent p a r t i s p r o t e c t e d , because i f the C o n s t i t u t i o n 
comes back as i t i s , the F e d e r a l Government, a l o n g w i t h t h e 
P r o v i n c i a l Governments, w i l l be a b l e t o ta k e s e c t i o n s o u t 
of the C o n s t i t u t i o n on i t s own, i t w i l l have nowhere e l s e t o 
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go. I t does not want us i n v o l v e d i n t h e amendment p r o c e s s , 
and i t does not have us i n v o l v e d , .so t h e r e f o r e t h e y have 
nowhere t o go, th e y can do i t t h e m s e l v e s . They can t a k e 
s e c t i o n s o u t , and t h a t does not e x i s t t o d a y . What we a r e 
t e l l i n g t h e B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t i s t h e way t h a t you f u l f i l l 
t h e Crown o b l i g a t i o n i s t o t r a n s f e r t h a t a u t h o r i t y o f 
con s e n t t o us. B e f o r e t h e F e d e r a l Government can change 
any s e c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o a b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e , i n r e l a t i o n 
t o I n d i a n p e o p l e , t h e y w i l l have t o r e c e i v e o u r c o n s e n t , 
and we b a s i c a l l y t e l l them, do not w o r r y about how we g e t 
t h a t c o n s e n t , o r how we g i v e t h a t c o n s e n t . That is an 
i n t e r n a l m a t t e r , t h a t is f o r us t o d i s c u s s , t h a t is f o r us 
t o work o u t , how t o weather i t t h r o u g h a referendum, o r 
t h r o u g h s e l e c t i n g somebody, o r what system. That is t h e 
way i n w h i c h we see i n e n s u r i n g t h a t o ur r i g h t s w i l l be 
p r o t e c t e d . R i g h t now t h e way i t i s , i f we l e a v e i t up 
t o t h e F e d e r a l Government, and the P r o v i n c i a l Government, 
a l l t h o s e s e c t i o n s t h a t t h e y have p u t i n t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
i s g o i n g t o come o u t , p l u s S e c t i o n 91 (24) i s g o i n g t o 
come o u t , and S e c t i o n 109, a l l the d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s 
r e l a t i n g t o I n d i a n p e o p l e a r e g o i n g t o come o u t . I f th e y 
c a n ' s g e t i t o u t , t h e n they'd-! d i v e r t i t t o t h e c o u r t 
systems t o d e c i d e on how t o do t h a t . That is b a s i c a l l y 
what o u r l o b b y has been d o i n g and t h a t is what we w i l l be 
c o n v e y i n g t o the B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s i n London. Do 
n o t c o n s e n t , do n o t p a t r i a t e Prime M i n i s t e r Trudeau's 
C o n s t i t u t i o n u n t i l Crown o b l i g a t i o n s have been f u l f i l l e d . 
The way i n w h i c h you f u l f i l l t h o s e Crown o b l i g a t i o n s i s 
to t r a n s f e r t h e Crown o b l i g a t i o n o f c o n s e n t t o the I n d i a n 
N a t i o n and t h e n you can p a t r i a t e t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . A l l 
of t h i s i s done i n an o v e r a l l s t r a t e g y . 

We are l e a v i n g on November 1, w i t h t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . 
There w i l l be about a dozen o f us d r o p p i n g o f f i n London, 
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and we w i l l be d o i n g a b l i t z and a lobb y w i t h t h e B r i t i s h 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s . M e e t i n g s have been a r r a n g e d i n London 
w i t h the P r e s s , w i t h L o r d s and Members o f P a r l i a m e n t . Our 
l e g a l team w i l l be i n London as w e l l , l o b b y i n g w i t h the 
academic community and the l e g a l community i n terms o f the 
Memorandum t h a t L o u i s e was t a l k i n g about t h i s morning. Now 
w i t h the $21,000.00 we have c o l l e c t e d , the o t h e r case w i t h 
the Chancery w i l l s t a r t moving a t the same t i m e , so t h a t 
i t w i l l be ready when the C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s reaches 
E n g l a n d . We have got a t h r e e - p r o n g e d a t t a c k g o i n g ; a p o l i t i c a l 
l o b b y , a l e g a l l o b b y , and t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s , a l l 
b e i n g c o - o r d i n a t e d so t h a t i t h i t s E n g l a n d a t t h e same 
ti m e . I must emphasize t h a t i n London, t h e chances f o r us 
i n terms o f r e c e i v i n g a v i c t o r y i s v e r y r e a l . 

I f you know the p o l i t i c s t h a t are g o i n g on i n London, M a r g a r e t 
T h a t c h e r i s h a v i n g a v e r y d i f f i c u l t time a t t h i s p o i n t . She 
has g o t p e o p l e who a r e p u l l i n g rank on h e r , t h e y a r e p u l l i n g 
out o r a r e ready t o p u l l o u t . They have got two b a s i c p a r t i e s , 
t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y and t h e Labour P a r t y . Now t h e r e a r e 
b i g i n r o a d s b e i n g made t h r o u g h a new p a r t y t h a t has j u s t been 
c r e a t e d c a l l e d a S o c i a l D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y and i t i s s t a r t i n g 
t o draw some l a b o u r p e o p l e away, and some C o n s e r v a t i v e p e o p l e 
are c o n s i d e r i n g moving o v e r t o t h a t S o c i a l D e m o c ratic P a r t y . 
She has g o t a l o t o f i n t e r n a l problems. I have j u s t had a r e p o r t 
from the Four N a t i o n s C o n f e d e r a c y d u r i n g l u n c h t i m e , t h a t 
t h e y have made some i n r o a d s , t h e y have come back from London, and 
they have g o t a s t r a t e g y worked o u t o v e r t h e r e i n terms o f 
p r e s s u r i n g t h e B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s i n o p p o s i n g p a t r i a t i o n 
as w e l l . B a s i c a l l y , t h a t is my r e p o r t , I would l i k e t o t u r n the 
mike o v e r t o Ray because he was i n London. I can not remember 
a l l the t h i n g s t h a t happened, my mind was blown a l l t h e t i m e 
I was o v e r t h e r e w i t h t h e s e p i n k - h a i r e d p e o p l e and p u r p l e -
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h a i r e d p e o p l e , a l l t h e s e c a r s g o i n g down the wrong s i d e 
o f the r o a d . 

CHIEF RAY HANCE: 
I do not know what t o s a y , I t h i n k Bob 

c o v e r e d a l o t o f what we d i d o v e r t h e r e . I would l i k e t o 
s t a r t by s a y i n g t h a t I w i s h i t was not n e c e s s a r y t o do 
t h i s . I t h i n k everybody w i l l a gree t h a t we have o t h e r 
problems b e s i d e s t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p roblem, and a l o t 
o f our work has been h e l d up because o f t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
i s s u e . I n our o p i n i o n i n t h e W i l l i a m s Lake D i s t r i c t , t h i s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s s u e , b a s i c a l l y p u t , says t h a t i f we do not 
do t h i s , i f we do not mount a good l o b b y , a good f i g h t , t h a t 
we s t a n d t o l o s e e v e r y t h i n g t h a t we have g o t . Some o f the 
t h i n g s t h a t Bob mentioned a r e t h i n g s t h a t we have grown t o 
depend on, t h i n g s l i k e f u n d i n g , b u t t h e r e a r e o t h e r r i g h t s 
too t h a t a r e up i n q u e s t i o n r i g h t now, and t h o s e a r e a b o r i 
g i n a l r i g h t s , and a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s a r e something t h a t 
everybody h e r e i s aware o f . I hope everybody w i l l say t h a t 
our a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s a r e n o t f o r s a l e . We knew t h a t t h e 
Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s d i d not have any money t o do 
any amount o f l o b b y i n g i n E n g l a n d . We have got a l o g g i n g 
company i n o u r a r e a t h a t can p r o v i d e us w i t h a few d o l l a r s , 
we d e c i d e d t h a t we would use t h o s e d o l l a r s t o see what we 
c o u l d do i n r e g a r d s t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . A l o t o f our work 
has been because we f e e l a v e r y r e a l t h r e a t . The o t h e r 
t h i n g t h a t i s t h r e a t e n i n g t o us i s t h e I n d i a n Government 
B i l l , and I t h i n k we are g o i n g t o have some workshops o r a 
r e p o r t on i t tomorrow. F o r t h o s e who a r e aware o f t h e L o c a l 
I n d i a n Government B i l l , I am s u r e t h a t you w i l l see t h e 
i m p l i c a t i o n s t h e r e because i t i s f o r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n a f t e r 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n comes back t o Canada. From e x p e r i e n c e I 
can t e l l you t h a t t h e I n d i a n Government B i l l i s an improve
ment i n f a v o u r o f t h e F e d e r a l Government o v e r the White 
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Paper P o l i c y i n 1969. I think t h a t i s something t h a t 
everybody should be aware of. I have a r e p o r t here t h a t 
my Band Manager put together on our l a s t t r i p to England. 
Obviously I can not go through the whole t h i n g here so what 
I am going to do i s give you an i n s i g h t as to some of the 
thmgs that we are going to be doing over there. We have 
been i n v o l v e d w i t h Parliament, w i t h the Press, w i t h support 
groups, we have been to Embassies, and each P r o v i n c i a l House, 
we have been working with, everybody and anybody who wanted 
to work wi t h us. Every s i n g l e person t h a t we met i n England 
voiced t h i s same comment: 'My goodness, what are those guys 
doing to you over there. We did not know tha t Indian people 
even e x i s t e d i n Canada, and we did not know that Prime 
M i n i s t e r Trudeau was going to do these kinds of things to 
you people." I guess we have to remember t h a t England i s 
r e a l l y a very small place w i t h a very l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n , and 
so the only t h i n g t h a t they knew about Indian people a t a l l 
was what they saw i n the movies. As you know, they do not 
r e a l l y t e l l the t r u t h . The people t h a t we met are i n sup
port of our contention t h a t the B r i t i s h should not p a t r i a t e 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n without some k i n d of inpu t from the Indian 
people. I f e e l , from two t r i p s , t h a t we have a very good 
chance of being able to win our b a t t l e over there. I f e e l 
t h a t once the E n g l i s h Lords, Members of Parliament and 
Parliament i t s e l f know what we are t a l k i n g about, I t h i n k 
t h a t they are going to support what we are t r y i n g to do. 
Everybody that we t a l k e d to so f a r has already v o i c e d 
t h e i r support. The area t h a t I would l i k e to see concen
t r a t e d on i n England i s the House of Lords because they are 
independent from pa r t y l i n e . They do not have to f o l l o w any 
p a r t i c u l a r party l i n e . There are over 1,200 Lords over 
th e r e , versus 6 35 Members of Parliament. One t h i n g t h a t 
should happen i s a l o t of emphasis should be placed on 
meeting w i t h the Lords, and although a l l 1,20 0 Lords are not 
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a c t i v e i n t h e House o f L o r d s , t h e r e a r e a l o t o f them 
t h a t a r e . We b e t t e r do t h a t because i f we do not, we will 
be l o s i n g a l o t o f our i m p a c t . We d i d a breakdown o f 
the p a r l i a m e n t a r y s ystem o v e r t h e r e , and t h e p a r t y 
system. The C o n s e r v a t i v e s make up 44% o f the House, the 
Labour c a n d i d a t e 37%, t h e L i b e r a l c a n d i d a t e 14%, and we have 
got a c o u p l e o f s m a l l p a r t i e s t h a t have 2 and 3% each. 
We have g o t a l o t o f work t o do w i t h t h o s e p e o p l e ^ o v e r t h e r e , 
and w i t h , t h e P r e s s . The P r e s s s i t u a t i o n has not been as 
good as I TJ£ l i k e t o see i t . The P r e s s a r e r e a l l y i n t e r e s t e d 
i n what i s g o i n g on o v e r h e r e b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y I do not 
b e l i e v e t h e r e has been enough emphasis on p u b l i c a d d r e s s e s 
by o u r p e o p l e . That is a n o t h e r a r e a t h a t I t h i n k we s h o u l d 
have a l o t o f i n p u t on from you p e o p l e . I am s u g g e s t i n g 
t h a t s omething happen w i t h t h a t a r e a p r e t t y soon. We made 
c o n t a c t w i t h the ch u r c h e s and t h e l a b o u r p a r t i e s . I am 
g o i n g t o drop t h i s r e p o r t because t h e r e s t i s a l l s p e c i f i c 
t h i n g s t h a t we d i d o v e r t h e r e . 

I would l i k e t o t e l l you about t h e p e o p l e i n t h e W i l l i a m s 
Lake D i s t r i c t i n r e g a r d s t o t h i s C o n s t i t u t i o n . I n t h e 
W i l l i a m s ' Lake D i s t r i c t t h e r e a r e f i f t e e n bands w i t h about 
4,500 p e o p l e . They d i know what i m p l i c a t i o n s t h i s Con
s t i t u t i o n package had on them. But when they r e a l i z e d 
t h a t t h e i r v e r y e x i s t e n c e was b e i n g q u e s t i o n e d , t h e W i l l i a m s 
Lake p e o p l e o r g a n i z e d w i t h o u t much h e l p from me. To f i g h t 
t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s s u e , e v e r y r e s e r v e was gone t h r o u g h 
door t o door by t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e C a r i b o o T r i b a l 
C o u n c i l o f f i c e . E v e r y s i n g l e h o u s e h o l d i n t h e W i l l i a m s Lake 
a r e a was v i s i t e d and t h e whole c o n s t i t u t i o n q u e s t i o n was 
s p e l l e d o u t f o r the p e o p l e . I was r e a l l y proud o f the 
C h i e f s up t h e r e . I want t o say t h i s because I have not t a l k e d 
t o t h e C h i e f s about t h i s . Some o f them a r e h e r e and some 
are not. I f e l t t h a t t h e C h i e f s i n t h e W i l l i a m s Lake D i s t r i c t 
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r e a c t e d i n a way t h a t r e a l l y made the l e a d e r s h i p o f t h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , and t h e r e s t o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h i s 
c o u n t r y , f e e l a l o t b e t t e r about the k i n d o f t h i n g s t h a t 
are g o i n g on i n terms o f f i g h t i n g t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . Some 
of the p e o p l e who can not u n d e r s t a n d E n g l i s h v e r y w e l l , 
r e a l l y f e l t good because the C h i e f s i n t h e W i l l i a m s Lake 
D i s t r i c t spoke t o t h e i r p e o p l e i n t h e i r own language 
r e g a r d l e s s o f whether t h e r e were w h i t e p e o p l e o r anybody 
e l s e p r e s e n t . That r e a l l y t e l l s t h e s t r e n g t h o f our 
peop l e . I want t o say 'thank you' t o the W i l l i a m s Lake 
T r i b a l C o u n c i l , and the Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s f o r 
mounting such a good b a t t l e i n r e g a r d s t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
Other t h a n t h a t I am j u s t overwhelmed w i t h e motion, and I 
want t o t e l l you b e f o r e I q u i t s p e a k i n g t h a t I b e l i e v e t h i s 
i s the most c r i t i c a l p a r t i n I n d i a n h i s t o r y t h a t we have e v e r 
f a c e d . From what I have seen h e r e today and from what I have 
e x p e r i e n c e d i n t h e p a s t c o u p l e o f months, have n ot o n l y 
been a l e a r n i n g e x p e r i e n c e f o r me b u t I am, more proud t h a n I 
ev e r was t o be an I n d i a n . W i t h t h a t , thank you v e r y much. 

CHIEF BOB. MANUEL: (Neskainlith Band) 
Just two more things that I would like to 
p o i n t o u t t h a t I f o r g o t t o mention d u r i n g our t r i p t o E n g l a n d , 
and work, t h a t we have done i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . We have d i s c o v e r e d 
t h a t the E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s Department p u t s o u t i n f o r m a t i o n on 
I n d i a n p e o p l e t o a l l c o u n t r i e s i n t h e w o r l d , and t h a t i n f o r m a 
t i o n i s w r i t t e n up by t h e Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s . I t 
makes out t h a t Canada i s r e a l l y t r e a t i n g us good, and t h a t 
t h e r e a r e no problems i n our communities, t h a t we a r e g r e a t 
p a r t i c i p a n t s i n Canadian s o c i e t y and we are s a t i s f i e d w i t h 
e v e r y t h i n g t h a t i s happening. We a r e t h e most s a t i s f i e d 
people around as Canadians. That is g o i n g o u t and t h e D e p a r t 
ment o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s w r i t e s i t up f o r Mark McGuigan, 
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E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s , because he is t h e one t h a t s i g n s i t . 
We see documents l i k e t h a t i n Germany and F r a n c e , n o t 
i n E n g l i s h , b u t i n t e r p r e t e d . When we were i n London, 
we met w i t h t h e B r i t i s h C olumbia House and the Quebec 
House. Most o f the P r o v i n c e s o f Canada have Houses : 
w h i c h they r e a l l y s e t up f o r economic p u r p o s e s . Quebec 
House i s one o f t h e b e s t o r g a n i z e d i n E n g l a n d . It has 
g o t i t s machine i n p l a c e f o r b a t t l i n g the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
q u e s t i o n . B r i t i s h C olumbia House i s n o t as w e l l o r g a n 
i z e d b u t t h e y a r e t h e r e . Quebec House has o f f e r e d b u t 
t h e y do not want any k i n d o f a f o r m a l agreement o r a r 
rangement worked o u t w i t h us. I t i s n o t t o our advantage 
e i t h e r because i f t h e y l o s e , we go down w i t h them. They 
a r e c e r t a i n l y p r e p a r e d t o s h a r e i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h us and 
t h e y have done so i n terms o f d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e t o l o b b y , 
t h e k i n d o f s u c c e s s e s t h a t t h e y have had and the a d v i c e 
t h a t they can g i v e us. The f i n a l t h i n g I would l i k e t o 
say i n terms o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n f i g h t , t h e f r o n t l i n e 
o f the b a t t l e , s h o u l d t h e Prime M i n i s t e r be s u c c e s s f u l , 
i s g o i n g t o be a t t h e band l e v e l because i t i s g o i n g t o 
be the l a n d and t h e r i g h t s o f o u r p e o p l e i n our communi
t i e s t h a t i s g o i n g t o be a t t a c k e d . I t is not g o i n g t o be 
a t the p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l o r t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l , b u t a t t h e 
community l e v e l , even though time i s moving on, and we 
a r e making t h i s push, I t h i n k i t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t f o r as 
much o f our p e o p l e t o know as p o s s i b l e what i s coming 
down because I do not t h i n k t h i s w i l l be t h e f i r s t r u n . 
The Prime M i n i s t e r will not g i v e up i f he l o s e s t h i s one. 
The push, i s on and tomorrow t h r o u g h p r o v i d i n g the docu
ments, you w i l l see t h a t t h e r e a r e many f r o n t s t o t h i s 
whole b a t t l e . I t is g o i n g t o cause a g r e a t d e a l o f p r o 
blems. They a r e r e a l l y g o i n g t o move h a r d on us, t h e y 
have a l r e a d y s t a r t e d . Some bands could not g e t t i m b e r 
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p e r m i t s from the Department because t h e y were r a i s i n g money 
f o r t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . Our band i s g o i n g t h r o u g h f i n a n c i a l 
d i f f i c u l t i e s because o f our f i g h t on the C o n s t i t u t i o n , and 
I know t h a t o t h e r bands a r e . What i s i m p o r t a n t i s our r i g h t s 
and our f u t u r e . 

STEVEN POINT: T h i s i s the o t h e r h a l f o f t h e t o t a l 
s t r a t e g y i n r e g a r d s t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e l e g a l s t r a t e g y 
was o u t l i n e d t h i s morning, and now the p o l i t i c a l one i n 
r e g a r d s t o l o b b y i n g the Members o f P a r l i a m e n t and the L o r d s 
i n E n g l a n d , c e r t a i n l y m o b i l i z i n g s u p p o r t f o r s t o p p i n g the 
p a t r i a t i o n o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n b e f o r e a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s i s 
r e c o g n i z e d . Are t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s t h a t can be d i r e c t e d 
t o Bob and Ray a t t h i s time? 

CHIEF RAY HARRIS: (Chemainus Band). ^ 
I t i s n o t r e a l l y a q u e s t i o n , i t is j u s t 

t h a t o ur band made a mot i o n t o do a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t t h i n g , 
r a t h e r t h a n l o b b y i n E n g l a n d , b u t t o r e q u e s t some o f the 
E n g l i s h Members o f P a r l i a m e n t t o come t o Canada. Maybe some 
o f the Union s t a f f know a guy by t h e name o f B e r n a r d B r a i n . 
I do not know how f a r he g o t , b u t an E n g l i s h Member o f P a r l i a 
ment was coming t o our band, our d i s t r i c t . We were g o i n g t o 
h o s t him f o r a t l e a s t p a r t o f t h e time t h a t he was t o be on 
Vancouver I s l a n d . One o f the t h i n g s we were g o i n g t o t e l l 
him, t h a t I would l i k e t o s h a r e w i t h t h e p e o p l e g o i n g t o 
England i s t h a t we have a s c h o o l on our r e s e r v e , and they 
c o u l d g e t a h i s t o r y l e s s o n h e r e . I t is k i n d o f the r e a s o n 
why we g o t the C o n s t i t u t i o n and the B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a 
A c t i s t h a t the E n g l i s h Government, o r t h e Crown, d e f e a t e d 
the F r e n c h . I f i t was t h e o t h e r way rou n d , we would be 
g o i n g t o F r a n c e , b u t i t was the E n g l i s h t h a t won, and now a 
descendant o f the p e o p l e t h a t the E n g l i s h Crown d e f e a t e d i s 
t r y i n g t o change the C o n s t i t u t i o n . Trudeau i s a descendant 
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o f the peopl e t h a t we are g o i n g t o l o b b y r i g h t now, and 
i t i s k i n d o f messy. I t h i n k we s h o u l d be u s i n g t h a t i n 
En g l a n d - the guys d e f e a t e d a r e t r y i n g t o change our 
c o u n t r y now. They a r e t r y i n g t o make us Frenchmen. There 
i s a b i g f i g h t about i t , t h e r e was a b a t t l e between two 
c o u n t r i e s , and E n g l a n d won. That s h o u l d be b r o u g h t a l o n g 
as a message. I wanted t o sh a r e t h a t w i t h you. Sometime 
i n t h e n e x t c o u p l e o f days I a l s o wanted t o g e t some c l a r i 
f i c a t i o n on where t h e E n g l i s h Member o f P a r l i a m e n t ended 
up. I t h i n k i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t we f o l l o w up on i t , as 
t h e U n i o n , o r as a d i s t r i c t . We did not abandon him, i t 
was not our f a u l t t h a t he did not make i t . He came a l l the 
way t o Canada and ended up g o i n g r i g h t back. Maybe we 
c r e a t e d an enemy i f he t h i n k s i t i s o u r f a u l t , and I t h i n k 
we s h o u l d be d i p l o m a t i c about i t anyway. 

CHIEF BOB MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h Band) 
I am n o t s u r e what happened t o him, t h e r e 

i s : some c o n f u s i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e n a t i o n a l o f f i c e . B u t 
some d i d g e t h e r e . One ended up i n Man i t o b a and went t o 
t h e r e s e r v e s . When t h a t Member o f P a r l i a m e n t came t o Canada, 
he was under the f u l l i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t o t a l o b l i g a t i o n s had 
been t r a n s f e r r e d t o Canada and t h a t I n d i a n p e o p l e were l i v i n g 
i n v e r y i d e a l c o n d i t i o n s , and why were t h e y o v e r t h e r e l o b b y 
i n g a g a i n s t the Prime M i n i s t e r , t r y i n g t o break up t h e 
c o u n t r y as the Can a d i a n Government i s s a y i n g we a r e t r y i n g 
t o do. When he g o t h e r e and he saw t h e r e s e r v e s , and s t u d i e d 
t h e l e g a l memorandum, he r e a l i z e d t h e r e was a d u t y on t h e 
p a r t o f t h e B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s t o t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n s 
i n Canada. He s a i d t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r had always l e f t 
t h e image t h a t I e x p l a i n e d e a r l i e r t h a t Canada was t r e a t i n g 
t h e I n d i a n s r e a l l y w e l l . He did not r e a l i z e t h a t t h i n g s were 
much more s e r i o u s t h a n he had a n t i c i p a t e d . So we changed 
t h a t ones' mind. I n o t s u r e what happep t o B e r n a r d B r a i n . 
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One more p o i n t , we s e n t a t e l e x t o the N a t i o n a l I n d i a n 
B r o t h e r h o o d today because we d i s c o v e r e d t h e y a r e a t tempt
i n g t o s e t up a m e e t i n g w i t h Prime M i n i s t e r Trudeau on 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n . A t t h e l a s t G e n e r a l Assembly o f the 
N a t i o n a l I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d , we d i r e c t e d our n a t i o n a l 
o f f i c e NOT t o d e a l w i t h t h e Prime M i n i s t e r , NOT t o d e a l 
w i t h t h e P r o v i n c i a l Government, NOT t o d e a l w i t h the 
F e d e r a l Government, b u t t h e y have gone ahead and we are moving 
now t o t r y and b l o c k t h a t m e e t i n g from o c c u r r i n g . I do not 
know i f we w i l l be s u c c e s s f u l , b u t that's what we are d o i n g 
now. One o f the r e a s o n s they a r e d o i n g t h a t i s because 
the N a t i o n a l I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d , as I u n d e r s t a n d , i s i n a 
s i t u a t i o n where i t i s g o i n g t o c l o s e down. I f t h e y do not 
r e c e i v e any money soon, by n e x t week, t h e o f f i c e s w i l l be 
s h u t down. I t appears t h a t what they a r e t r y i n g t o do i s 
n e g o t i a t e w i t h the Prime M i n i s t e r f o r p o s t p a t r i a t i o n money 
t o keep o p e r a t i n g . 

STEVEN POINT: I n terms o f t h e f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n , t h e r e 
I s a r e q u e s t t o have an announcement made i n r e g a r d t o t h e 
f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n . Maybe I c o u l d g e t t h i s young l a d y t o 
r e a d the announcement. 

JENNY MANUEL: (Member, N e s k a i n l i t h Band) 
The p e o p l e o f N e s k a i n l i t h a r e h o l d a r a f 

f l e t o r a i s e money f o r t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s t o h e l p i n 
our s t r u g g l e f o r s u r v i v a l as I n d i a n p e o p l e . F i r s t p r i z e i s 
an I n d i a n Government Q u i l t , and i t i s h a n g i n g i n the back o f 
the room, made by some o f the Shuswap women i n our a r e a . 
Second p r i z e i s a hand drum, t h i r d p r i z e i s a b i r c h b a r k 
b a s k e t . The draw w i l l be made December 18, 19.81. The t i c k e t s 
a r e $1.00 each o r 3/$2.00. 

68 



- 68 -

STEVEN POINT: Get your t i c k e t s e a r l y , t h i s i s g o i n g t o 
be a l o n g w i n t e r . I t l o o k s l i k e a n i c e b l a n k e t . The c o l l e c 
t i o n t h i s morning would c o v e r some o f the i n i t i a l c o s t s o f 
the l e g a l p a r t o f t h e s t r a t e g y . However, L o u i s e mentioned 
t h e r e i s a n o t h e r need o f $250,000.00 t o c a r r y t h a t l e g a l 
s t r a t e g y t h r o u g h i t s n e x t phase, so keep t h o s e p l e d g e s r o l l i n g 
i n . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band) 
I would j u s t l i k e t o say, as V i c e - C h a i r m a n 

o f t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s , t h a t we would s u p p o r t t h e 
s t a n d t h a t you made i n r e g a r d s t o l o b b y i n g the F e d e r a l Govern
ment. We made t h e same k i n d o f p o s i t i o n from t h e N a t i o n a l 
C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s . That is the r i g h t move t h a t you made i n 
r e g a r d s t o the t e l e g r a m . 

CHIEF BOB MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h . Band) ^ 
S i n c e t h e r e does not seem t o be any more , 

q u e s t i o n s , I would j u s t l i k e t o r e l a y something. L o u i s e is not 
h e r e , she i s a t a m e e t i n g , b u t I would l i k e t o say som e t h i n g 
about my t r a v e l l i n g t o E n g l a n d , something t h a t I r e a l l y 
l e a r n e d about h e r . She i s a g r e a t p e r s o n / ' When I went t o 
E n g l a n d , I have t o g i v e thanks t o t h e C a r i b o o T r i b a l C o u n c i l 
t h e y f i n a n c e d t h e t r i p . When I l e f t Vancouver, I had $20.00 
i n my p o c k e t . I did not know whether t h e C a r i b o o T r i b a l Coun
c i l was g o i n g t o f i n a n c e me t h e r e , on t h a t end. I j u s t know 
I had a t i c k e t a t t h e a i r p o r t , and I r e a l l y went t h r o u g h d e l i b 
e r a t i o n s whether t o go o r n o t . I t a l k e d w i t h my w i f e , I was 
r e a l l y f e e l i n g bad about g o i n g , r a t h e r s c a r e d , i t was a l o n g 
ways away. On t o p o f t h a t , the t i c k e t was an e x c u r s i o n t i c k e t 
where you can not come back f o r two weeks. So I phoned L o u i s e , 
and p r e s e n t e d my dilemma. She s a i d , 'Oh Bobby, do not w o r r y 
about i t , I have g o t no money n e i t h e r . I was r u n n i n g t h r o u g h the 
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park t h i s morning and t h e r e was t h i s o l d guy f e e d i n g t h e 
b i r d s b r e a d , so I s t o p p e d and asked him i f I c o u l d have a 
p i e c e o f h i s b r e a d t o f e e d t h e b i r d s . He gave me a p i e c e 
o f the b r e a d . I r a n down the pathway and a t e i t , t h a t is 
what I a t e t o d a y . ' So a f t e r she d i d t h a t , I had the c o u r a g e , 
I took my $20.00 and jumped on the p l a n e . 

STEVEN POINT: T a l k about r o b b i n g the b i r d s t o f e e d t h e 
e a g l e . A r e t h e r e any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s ' b e f o r e we l e t Bobby 
o f f t h e hook h e r e , i n terms o f t h e p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g y ? I 
would l i k e t o e x p r e s s o u r t h a n k s on b e h a l f o f t h e Assembly 
f o r y o u r f i n e e f f o r t i n y o u r r e p o r t a t the C o n v e n t i o n , and 
c o n t i n u e d s u p p o r t i n what you a r e d o i n g . Thank you v e r y much. 
Moving a l o n g the Agenda, we have th e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . 
As I u n d e r s t a n d , s e v e r a l members o f the E x p r e s s a r e l e a v i n g 
a f t e r t h i s C o n v e n t i o n t o E n g l a n d , o r t o Germany, o r p o i n t s 
e a s t . C h i e f Wayne C h r i s t i a n i s h e r e t o g i v e us the r e p o r t 
on t h a t a c t i v i t y . 

CHIEF WAYNE CHRISTIAN: (Spallumcheen Band) 
Mr. Chairman. Good a f t e r n o o n E l d e r s , C h i e f s , 

C o u n c i l l o r s , and I n d i a n p e o p l e Of B r i t i s h C o lumbia. I was 
asked t o g i v e a r e p o r t i n terms o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . 
I will not d e a l much w i t h t h e l o g i s t i c s i n terms o f accommoda
t i o n , and t h e p l a n s t a k i n g p l a c e i n Europe and London, s i m p l y 
because tomorrow a l l the w o r k e r s who have been w o r k i n g so h a r d 
i n o r g a n i z i n g w i l l be a b l e t o g i v e a d e t a i l e d r e p o r t . I have not 
been updated i n e v e r y t h i n g c o m p l e t e l y . What I would l i k e t o 
t a l k about a r e t h e moves i t has made i n t h e p a s t and what i t 
i s d o i n g r i g h t now, a f t e r t h i s Assembly. One t h i n g t h a t has 
been t a l k e d about and has been s a i d a g a i n t o d a y , we are con
t i n u i n g a f i g h t our a n c e s t o r s have t a k e n upon them s e l v e s t o 
d e a l w i t h i n terms o f a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e and a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s . 
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We are t a l k i n g about c l a i m s t o the l a n d t h a t b e l o n g s t o us. 
I was j u s t r e v i e w i n g a document t h i s morning t h a t I r e c e i v e d 
from somebody and i t was a memorial t o t h e Honourable Frank 
O l i v e r , M i n i s t e r o f the I n t e r i o r , Ottawa, and t h i s was p r e 
s e n t e d i n Spences B r i d g e i n May, 1911. When you t h i n k about 
i t , i t was o v e r seven decades ago. And a l s o made r e f e r e n c e 
t o o t h e r documents t h a t were p r e s e n t e d t o the government i n 
1908, 1909, 1910, and the p e o p l e and the C h i e f s a t t h a t time 
o f the Shuswap, t h e Kotoo, o r t h e Thompson, as th e y a r e c a l l e d 
now, the Okanagan, t h e L i l l o o e t , t h e S t a l o , C h i l c o t i n - C a r r i e r 
and T a h l t a n T r i b e s got t o g e t h e r and t a l k e d about t h e e x a c t 
t h i n g s t h a t we a r e t a l k i n g about now. I t h i n k i n terms o f the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s , i t i s becoming the e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e 
I n d i a n p e o p l e s ' w i l l t o s u r v i v e . Some o f the t h i n g s t h a t 
happened h e r e t h i s morning i s a c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n o f what we 
have t o do. We have t o s t a r t s u p p o r t i n g o u r s e l v e s as I n d i a n 
p e o p l e . One t h i n g t h a t everybody s h o u l d have i n t h e i r mind 
o u t o f t h i s Assembly, and o u t o f t h e j o u r n e y t h a t we a r e 
t a k i n g o v e r s e a s , t h a t we a r e up a g a i n s t a man, Prime. M i n i s t e r 
Trudeau and h i s government, t h a t i s b e n t on t e r m i n a t i n g o ur 
r i g h t and our p e o p l e , as we know i t today. E v e r s i n c e t h i s 
man has been i n power, i n terms o f t h e Prime M i n i s t e r s h i p o r 
i n v o l v e d i n p o l i t i c s , he has a t t e m p t e d t o a s s i m i l a t e u s. He i s 
l i k e a c h i l d who has a square peg and i s t r y i n g t o p u t i t i n 
a round h o l e , t h a t is what he i s t r y i n g t o do t o us. We are 
d e a l i n g w i t h a man whose p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t o p s a t the 
O n t a r i o b o r d e r . He is the man who has the power i n terms o f 
p o l i t i c s , i n terms o f what he i s t r y i n g t o do t o us. There i s 
much t a l k about t h i s C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e p a t r i a t i o n , and t h e r e 
a r e people who t h i n k t h a t i t i g o i n g t o a f f e c t u s , our own 
p e o p l e , and t h o s e o f us who s t r o n g l y b e l i e v e t h i s i s g o i n g t o 
be the f i n a l war we f i g h t w i t h t h e governments. I c o u l d r e a d 
from t h i s document t h a t was p r e s e n t e d back i n 1911. I j u s t 
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s a i d e x a c t l y the same t h i n g t h a t L o u i s e Mandel s a i d t h i s 
morning i n terms o f t h e l e g a l r i g h t s o f our p e o p l e . One 
t h i n g you s h o u l d u n d e r s t a n d i s t h a t f o r o v e r a hundred y e a r s , 
s i n c e t h e C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f Canada, we have been s t r u g g l i n g 
w i t h t h a t b a t t l e . How many t i m e s have we gone t o Ottawa. 
The l a t e s t t r i p was l a s t y e a r by t r a i n , and what i t accom
p l i s h e d . We e d u c a t e d our own p e o p l e , and we educ a t e d t h e 
g e n e r a l p u b l i c , b u t where has t h a t l e f t us? One t h i n g t h a t 
I have always s a i d , and w i l l c o n t i n u e t o s a y , i s what happens 
i f we w i n t h e p a t r i a t i o n , and we s t o p i t , what happens i f we 
w i n t h a t b a t t l e ? What a r e .we g o i n g t o do n e x t ? What happens 
i f we l o s e , and we can not s t o p p a t r i a t i o n , what do we do? 
Do we go back t o o u r communities and h i d e i n our own sorrow? 
Whatever happens, and t h i s i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t I have t a l k e d 
about b e f o r e , l i k e o u r a n c e s t o r s and our f o r e f a t h e r s b e f o r e 
u s , t h e y c o n f e d e r a t e d as t r i b e s o f p e o p l e as n a t i o n s , and 
t h e y s e n t p e o p l e t o Ottawa, t o New Y o r k . As I u n d e r s t a n d , 
t h e r e was a d e l e g a t i o n t h a t went t o New York i n t h e 1960s. 
They s u p p o r t e d each o t h e r i n t h a t way. The C o n s t i t u t i o n 
E x p r e s s has a c c o m p l i s h e d many t h i n g s i n a s h o r t t i m e t h a t i t 
has been t o g e t h e r . We have had many g a t h e r i n g s and give-aways 
t h r o u g h o u t the p r o v i n c e , i t r e - a f f i r m e d and s t r e n g t h e n e d o ur 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h Mother E a r t h , and our own p e o p l e s . One 
t h i n g t h a t I am r e a l l y c o n c e r n e d about i s t h a t we can not j u s t 
l e t i t d i e , and l e t t h i s s t r u g g l e d i e a f t e r we come back. 
We have t o o r g a n i z e , as a c o n f e d e r a t i o n o f p e o p l e , and 
d e v e l o p o ur own l e a d e r s , and our own s o u r c e s o f f u n d i n g so we 
can s u p p o r t each o t h e r . I n my mind, t h e t r i p t o London i s t o 
educate t h e p e o p l e t h a t a r e g o i n g so we can o r g a n i z e teams o f 
p e o p l e t h a t can go o u t i n t h e f u t u r e . I will g i v e you an ex
ample o f what t h e o u t s i d e p r e s s u r e s can do. I f you can 
remember q u i t e c l e a r l y S e c t i o n 12-1 (b) o f the I n d i a n A c t , 
t h e r e has been a l a d y c a l l e d Sandra L o v e l a c e who has been 
f i g h t i n g f o r a number o f y e a r s now, and how many I n d i a n 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n s and women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s have been f i g h t i n g 
t h a t i n Canada, p r e s e n t i n g paper a f t e r p a p e r , p e t i t i o n a f t e r 
p e t i t i o n , t o t h e government, and what have t h e y done w i t h 
t h a t , t h e y have not l i s t e n e d t o i t . What she d i d , she ap
proached the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Committee on Human R i g h t s and 
P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s o f P e o p l e , and she p r e s e n t e d t h e f a c t s b e f o r e 
them, and t h a t brought p r e s s u r e t o t h e Canadian Government t o 
do something about i t . As I u n d e r s t a n d r i g h t now, t h e y a r e 
p r e p a r i n g l e g i s l a t i o n t o change t h a t s e c t i o n o f the I n d i a n 
A c t . I t took some o u t s i d e p r e s s u r e t o b r i n g t h a t about, and 
t h a t is what we have t o l o o k t o . We have t o s e r i o u s l y t h i n k 
about g o i n g t o o t h e r n a t i o n s i n the w o r l d . T h i s whole t h i n g 
w i t h t h e Land C l a i m s i s s u e i s what we a r e t a l k i n g about. We 
a r e t a l k i n g about g e t t i n g back what i s r i g h t f u l l y o u r s , o r 
s h a r i n g t h e r e s o u r c e s t h a t a r e r i g h t f u l l y o u r s . That i s what 
we have been t a l k i n g about f o r c e n t u r i e s now. That i s the r o l e 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s w i l l have t o p l a y i n t h e f u t u r e , 
because one o f t h e t h i n g s , t h a t I am concerned about i s t h a t 
many o f our peopl e a r e l o s t , t h e young p e o p l e . 70% o f our 
pe o p l e a r e t w e n t y - f i v e years, and under, and how many o f them 
know o f t h e s t r u g g l e s t h a t o ur f o r e f a t h e r s have gone t h r o u g h , 
how many o f t h e s e p e o p l e know how t o speak t h e i r language, 
s i n g t h e i r songs, know o f t h e i r own r e l i g i o u s ways, i n terms 
o f the sweathouse, and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . That i s p a r t o f 
the message we have been C a r r y i n g t h r o u g h o u t the p r o v i n c e , 
our p e o p l e a r e g e t t i n g s t r o n g e r because o f t h a t . There a r e 
many t h i n g s we can do w i t h o u t money. Many times, I hear p e o p l e 
t a l k about food g a t h e r i n g , and I f e e l q u i t e s t r o n g l y t h a t 
t h i n g s a r e backwards now because i n the summer months when 
p e o p l e go t o pow-wows, t a k e summer h o l i d a y s and go everywhere, 
they s h o u l d be g a t h e r i n g f o o d f o r the w i n t e r . Those a r e t h e 
t h i n g s we have t o t e a c h o ur young p e o p l e , i t i s g o i n g t o come 
down t o t h a t . What happens i f you t a k e a l l o ur r i g h t s from 
us , what a r e we g o i n g t o do? What can we do? We have t o be 
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a b l e t o s u r v i v e , we have t o t e a c h our s u r v i v a l s k i l l s t o 
our young p e o p l e . There i s an o l d l a d y who has n ever been 
i n v o l v e d i n many t h i n g s i n Deadman's Creek, w h i c h i s p a r t 
o f the Shuswap N a t i o n , she h o l d s a s t a f f w i t h a Crown, and 
a peace p i p e was made, i t l o o k s l i k e a tomahawk. I t was 
g i v e n t o t h o s e p e o p l e from Queen V i c t o r i a , and she b r o u g h t 
t h a t o u t j u s t r e c e n t l y a t a g a t h e r i n g i n N e s k a i n l i t h t o 
show t h a t o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the Crown i s t h e r e . That is 
what t h a t means. When we go a c r o s s t h e w a t e r s , we w i l l be 
s p e a k i n g t h e t r u t h , we will 'be g i v i n g t h e w o r l d t h e f a c t s as 
we know them. That is why I t h i n k i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t when 
we come back, th e work does not s t o p . We s h o u l d r e a l l y c on
s i d e r d e v e l o p i n g a C o n f e d e r a t i o n w i t h our own C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
Of a l l t h e d e c l a r a t i o n s t h a t have been made i n t h i s p r o v i n c e , 
t h e y t a l k about th e same t h i n g t h a t we a r e t a l k i n g about now 
- the l a n d . I f more c o u n t r i e s i n the w o r l d knew t h a t we a r e 
t a l k i n g a b o u t our l a n d , and t h e f a c t t h a t i t has been i l 
l e g a l l y t a k e n from us and has n e v e r been s e t t l e d , t h e Canadian 
Government would have t o do something about i t . E v e r y c o u n t r y 
i n the w o r l d needs l a n d t o s u r v i v e , and we are no d i f f e r e n t . 
There a r e many n a t i o n s i n A f r i c a , the b l a c k p e o p l e , t h a t 
s t i l l work on a t r i b a l b a s i s i n t h e i r government, where t h e 
C h i e f s a r e v e r y i m p o r t a n t i n t h e whole system o f government, 
where t h e y a r e s t i l l f i g h t i n g f o r them, t h a t is why some o f 
the wars: c o n t i n u e i n A f r i c a now. Those a r e t h e t h i n g s I 
b e l i e v e q u i t e s t r o n g l y t h a t has t o t a k e p l a c e . We have t o 
e s t a b l i s h c o n t a c t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , not j u s t on a h i t and 
miss b a s i s , b u t d e v e l o p something so we can b r i n g p r e s s u r e 
t o r e s o l v e some o f t h e s e i s s u e s w i t h i n Canada. The Canadian 
Government has n o t h i n g , n e i t h e r F e d e r a l o r P r o v i n c i a l l a w , 
t h a t can d e f i n e a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e o r r i g h t s , o r t r e a t y r i g h t s 
f o r t h a t m a t t e r . There i s n o t h i n g i n t h e i r laws t h a t can de
f i n e t h a t f o r u s . Whenever we p r e s e n t a n y t h i n g t o the g o v e r n 
ment, t h e y m i s i n t e r p r e t i t . We t a l k about h u n t i n g and 
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f i s h i n g r i g h t s , what do they do? They implement t h e i r p e r 
m i t system. When they implement the p e r m i t system, they 
implement a q u o t a on t h a t system. I t h i n k t h i s t h i n g t h a t 
i s coming around i n terms o f S e c t i o n 12-1 (b) i n the L o c a l 
I n d i a n Government B i l l , t h a t w h i l e we a r e i n Europe, t h e 
Canadian Government i s g o i n g t o at t e m p t t o p u s h ^ h r o u g h us 
t o the House o f Commons. I would hope t h a t t h e p e o p l e who 
are s t a y i n g a t home, can f i g h t t h a t . I saw a document as 
pr e p a r e d f o r t h e Trudeau C a b i n e t , S e c t i o n 12-1 ( b ) , and what 
they a r e p l a n n i n g t o do i s t o g i v e r i g h t s t o n o n - I n d i a n 
spouses i n terms o f p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and r e s i d e n c y r i g h t s 
w i t h i n t h a t community, s i m p l y because the Canada A c t s t a t e s 
t h a t everybody i s e q u a l , and I n d i a n p e o p l e a r e no d i f f e r e n t , 
and n o n - I n d i a n s can l i v e i n o u r communities. They have t h e 
l e g a l r i g h t t o do t h a t , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p r o p o s a l . Our 
backs a r e a g a i n s t t h e w a l l . We have t o r e a l l y become s t r o n g 
and d e v e l o p o ur communities. 

The f i n a l t h i n g t h a t I would l i k e t o say i s 
t h a t t h i s t r i p , t h e s i x t e e n advance p e o p l e t h a t went o v e r and 
a r e p r e p a r i n g t h e work o v e r t h e r e r i g h t now, th e y a r e p r e t t y 
committed. One o f t h o s e p e o p l e s o l d a l l t h e i r f u r n i t u r e so 
she c o u l d make t h a t t r i p . She s a c r i f i c e d t h o s e k i n d o f t h i n g s 
because she b e l i e v e s t h a t the t r u t h has t o be exposed. That 
k i n d o f commitment, whether p a t r i a t i o n happens o r n o t , i f we 
c o n t i n u e t h e f i g h t and o r g a n i z e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , we can g a i n 
the s u p p o r t t h a t we need, and we can expose i t t o t h e w o r l d 
community, we will w i n . That i s t h e commitment t h a t i s needed. 
I n terms o f t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e E x p r e s s , i n terms o f t h e 
l o g i s t i c s , t h e t i m e - f r a m e , where we a r e g o i n g , what we a r e 
d o i n g , we a r e d o i n g a workshop tomorrow t h a t w i l l e x p l a i n 
a l l t h o s e t h i n g s . We have t o s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r a new way 
of g e t t i n g t o g e t h e r , a C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f Indig e n o u s Governments, 
o r I n d i a n Governments, on our terms so we can work w i t h each 
o t h e r . 
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o t h e r . We have t o r e a l i z e t h a t i r r e g a r d l e s s o f what hap
pens, t h e r e a r e many problems we have t o s o l v e , and we can 
o n l y l o o k t o o u r s e l v e s f o r t h e s o l u t i o n . I don't b e l i e v e 
t h e r e i s any n o n - I n d i a n government i n the w o r l d t h a t ' l l g i v e 
us what i s r i g h t f u l l y o u r s . 

STEVEN POINT: A r e t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s on t h e r e p o r t from 
C h i e f Wayne C h r i s t i a n ? One o f t h e most d i f f i c u l t t h i n g s t o 
do, one o f t h e most courageous t h i n g s t o do i s s t a n d b e s i d e 
a c o n v i c t i o n , i n t h e f a c e o f a d v e r s i t y , even from y o u r own 
p e o p l e i n t h e f a c e o f r i d i c u l e , w i t h a p r o b l e m o f h a v i n g no 
f u n d s , and t h e n h a v i n g two v i c t o r i e s as a r e s u l t o f t h e e f 
f o r t s . I n terms o f s t a n d i n g b e s i d e a c o n v i c t i o n - i t i s a 
g r e a t i n s p i r a t i o n t o t h e young l e a d e r s o f t h i s c o u n t r y . I 
can h o n e s t l y say t h a t t h e c o n c e p t o f an E x p r e s s i s n o t a l 
ways a p p e a l i n g t o many p e o p l e , t h e c o n c e p t o f t h a t k i n d o f 
a c t i o n may n o t seem as a p p e a l i n g as o t h e r s b u t i t c e r t a i n l y 
p r o v e d i t s e l f as a b e n e f i t and an e f f e c t i v e method o f a t 
t a i n i n g c e r t a i n g o a l s . The l e a d e r s h i p t h a t Wayne has 
p r o v i d e d i n t h e two p r e v i o u s e f f o r t s have been c e r t a i n l y 
phenomenal. T h i s i s a newsworthy man. The P r e s s came t o 
me t h i s morning and asked when Wayne was coming on the 
Agenda. I am s u r e t h e motions and t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h i s 
gentleman, i n t h e n e x t few y e a r s , w i l l be watched v e r y c l o s e 
l y . And I would o n l y hope t h a t a c o n t i n u a l l y g r o w i n g sup
p o r t i s g o i n g t o be t h e l e g a c y o f h i s c a r e e r . W i t h t h a t , 
I'd l i k e t o thank you, Wayne, f o r y o u r r e p o r t and y o u r 
e f f o r t s , and a l l s t r e n g t h t o y o u r f u r t h e r and c o n t i n u i n g 
e f f o r t s . Thank you v e r y much. 

As i t was made known t h i s morning, C h i e f s C o u n c i l had i n d i 
c a t e d t h a t n o m i n a t i o n s f o r t h e e x e c u t i v e p o s i t i o n s w i l l t a k e 
p l a c e t h i s a f t e r n o o n i n s t e a d o f tomorrow. I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 
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some o f t h e r e g i o n s have a l r e a d y s l a t e d t i m e s f o r t h e i r 
own meetings t o t a k e p l a c e i n terms o f t h e n o m i n a t i o n s 
f o r t h e D i s t r i c t V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s . However, th e nomina
t i o n s f o r the R e g i o n a l V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s , I am n o t t o o c l e a r 
as t o whether t h e o t h e r r e g i o n s have made arrangements. 
A l s o t h e n o m i n a t i o n s f o r the P r e s i d e n c y have t o t a k e p l a c e . 
I c a l l upon th e Chairman o f t h e E l e c t i o n s Committee, C l o 
A s t r o f f , and the o t h e r E l e c t i o n s Committee members; R o s a l e e 
T i z y a , V i c t o r J i m and M i l l i e P o p l a r , p l e a s e come f o r w a r d 
and h a n d l e t h i s p o r t i o n o f the meeting. 

CLO ASTROFF: What needs t o happen today i s t o have 
n o m i n a t i o n s f o r P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , 
f o r the n e x t two y e a r s . Then each o f t h e f o u r r e g i o n s w i l l 
n ominate, and then tomorrow e l e c t the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s o f t h e 
U n i o n . With r e s p e c t t o n o m i n a t i o n s f o r P r e s i d e n t , t h e nomina
t i o n s can come from t h e f l o o r , and can be made by any member, 
any d e l e g a t e . The p r o c e d u r e f o r t h a t w i l l be n o m i n a t i o n s , 
and a f t e r n o m i n a t i o n s a r e c l o s e d , each nominee w i l l be asked 
whether t h e y a c c e p t t h e n o m i n a t i o n , and t h o s e p e o p l e who a c 
c e p t t h e n o m i n a t i o n w i l l r u n f o r e l e c t i o n tomorrow. W i t h 
r e s p e c t t o each r e g i o n . e l e c t i n g a V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , t h e r e a r e 
two ways t o do i t . I am g o i n g t o need y o u r feedback on w h i c h 
way i s p r e f e r a b l e t o you. The R e g i o n a l V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , as 
you know, i s nominated from d e l e g a t e s from t h a t r e g i o n , o n l y 
p e o p l e i n t h a t r e g i o n v o t e f o r t h a t R e g i o n a l V i c e - P r e s i d e n t . 
One o f t h e t h i n g s we can do i s have p e o p l e from t h e r e g i o n s , 
go r e g i o n by r e g i o n , make n o m i n a t i o n s f o r V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , a s 
suming t h a t the p e r s o n making th e n o m i n a t i o n i s from t h a t 
r e g i o n . Or the r e g i o n s can a r r a n g e t o meet t o g e t h e r i n d i v i d 
u a l l y as a r e g i o n , and have t h e n o m i n a t i o n s t h e n . I don't 
have any i n d i c a t i o n w h i c h way would work b e t t e r f o r t h e p e o p l e 
h e r e , so I'm g o i n g t o need y o u r h e l p . 
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CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band). 
The p r o c e s s o f each d i s t r i c t m e e t i n g t o 

come up w i t h a nominee t o be c o n s i d e r e d by the C h a i r . 

CLO ASTROFF: Okay, maybe t h a t ' s what we c o u l d do. I f 
we c o u l d j u s t have a show o f hands i f p e o p l e would p r e f e r 
g e t t i n g t o g e t h e r i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t s and r e g i o n s and d o i n g 
i t t h a t way t h i s a f t e r n o o n . T h i s I s j u s t f o r V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s . 
A l l t h o s e who would l i k e t h e n o m i n a t i o n s f o r R e g i o n a l V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t s t o come from t h e f l o o r , c o u l d you r a i s e your 
hands p l e a s e . I t l o o k s l i k e w e ' l l be d o i n g i t by r e g i o n s . 
W e ' l l have n o m i n a t i o n s f o r P r e s i d e n t now, and t h e n spend 
some t i m e as a r e g i o n i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h i s room, and 
have n o m i n a t i o n s f o r V i c e - P r e s i d e n t . I now open the f l o o r 
t o c a l l f o r n o m i n a t i o n s f o r P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Union o f B r i t i s h 
Columbia I n d i a n C h i e f s . 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
I would l i k e t o nominate George Manuel t o 

c o n t i n u e as P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i o n . 

C h i e f Wesley Sam seconds th e n o m i n a t i o n . 

CHIEF RAY HARRIS: (Chemainus Band) 
I would l i k e t o nominate C h i e f Dennis 

Alphonse f o r P r e s i d e n t o f the U n i o n . 

C h i e f W i l s o n Bob seconds th e n o m i n a t i o n . 

CHIEF DAVE QUILT: (Stone Band) 
I nominate R o b e r t Manuel. 

C l a y t o n C h a r l e y b o y seconds t h e n o m i n a t i o n . 
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CLO ASTROFF: A r e t h e r e any o t h e r n o m i n a t i o n s f o r 
P r e s i d e n t ? C o u l d we p l e a s e have a motion t o c l o s e t h e 
nom i n a t i o n s f o r P r e s i d e n t ? 

MOTION # : ( C h i e f Tom Sampson, C o u n c i l l o r Mike C h a r l i e ) 
So moves t h a t n o m i n a t i o n s f o r P r e s i d e n t be c l o s e d . 
CARRIED. 

CLO ASTROFF: I am g o i n g t o c a l l on t h e nominees. 
F i r s t l y , George Manuel, and ask whether he a c c e p t s t h e 
no m i n a t i o n t o r u n f o r P r e s i d e n t . 

George Manuel a c c e p t s t h e n o m i n a t i o n . 

I c a l l on C h i e f Dennis A l p h o n s e and ask 
i f h e ' l l a c c e p t t h e n o m i n a t i o n t o r u n f o r P r e s i d e n t . 

C h i e f Dennis Alphonse a c c e p t s . 

I c a l l on C h i e f R o b e r t Manuel and ask i f 
h e ' l l a c c e p t t h e n o m i n a t i o n t o r u n f o r P r e s i d e n t . 

C h i e f R o b e r t Manuel a c c e p t s . 

The nominees f o r P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Union 
a r e George Manuel, C h i e f Dennis A l p h o n s e and C h i e f R o b e r t 
Manuel. The e l e c t i o n w i l l be tomorrow by way o f b a l l o t . 

I f we c o u l d b r e a k i n t o groups a c c o r d i n g t o 
r e g i o n and have t h e n o m i n a t i o n s f o r the R e g i o n a l V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t s . M i l l i e P o p l a r w i l l be the E l e c t o r a l O f f i c e r f o r 
t h e Southwest R e g i o n . I w i l l be t h e E l e c t o r a l O f f i c e r f o r t h e 
C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r R e g i o n . V i c t o r J i m w i l l be E l e c t o r a l O f f i c e r 
f o r the N o r t h e r n R e g i o n . R o s a l e e T i z y a w i l l be E l e c t o r a l Of
f i c e r f o r t h e C o a s t a l Region. 
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(ELECTION RESULTS - REGIONS), as p e r a t t a c h e d . 

STEVEN POINT: I am g o i n g t o l e a v e t h e f l o o r open a t t h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r time f o r d i s c u s s i o n o r q u e s t i o n s t h a t may be d i r 
e c t e d i n r e g a r d t o t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n s made t h i s morning. T h i s 
a f t e r n o o n i s t h e d i s c u s s i o n p e r i o d t h a t i s s l o t t e d o u t i n t h e 
Agenda f o r t h e r e p o r t s t h a t were g i v e n . Are t h e r e any ques
t i o n s and d i s c u s s i o n s t h a t can be d i r e c t e d a t t h o s e p a r t i c u l a r 
i t e m s on t h e Agenda r e l a t i n g t o t h e l e g a l and p o l i t i c a l s t r a 
t e g y , <along w i t h t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s as r e p o r t e d by 
C h i e f Wayne C h r i s t i a n ? 

You a r e a l s o reminded t h a t you do have a 
R e s o l u t i o n s Committee, and s p e a k i n g t o t h e Chairman, A r n o l d 
A d o l p h , he has mentioned t h a t he h a s n ' t r e c e i v e d v e r y many 
r e s o l u t i o n s . He i s a w a i t i n g any r e s o l u t i o n s t h a t need t o be 
p u t f o r w a r d t o t h e G e n e r a l Assembly. S i n c e t h e r e a r e no 
q u e s t i o n s o r d i s c u s s i o n s , we've had a f a i r l y l a r g e and busy 
day t o d a y , we've gone t h r o u g h a tremendous amount i n terms, 
o f r e p o r t i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e g a r d t o t h e l e g a l s t r a t e g y , I 
a g a i n encourage you a l l t o go t h r o u g h y o u r packages t h i s 
e v e n i n g . W e ' l l meet tomorrow a t 9:00 a.m. I hope t h e Dodgers 
t a k e i t . 

ARCHIE POOTLASS: C o u l d I ask B e l l a C o o l a p e o p l e t o h o l d back, 
w e ' l l have a r e a l q u i c k m e e t i n g up h e r e . 



- 81 -

D A Y - 2: 

( M i s s i n g on tape i s The Opening P r a y e r by A b e l Joe.) 

Chairman: Steven P o i n t 
Co-chairman: E l d e r W i l f r e d S y l v e s t e r 

P h i l i p P a u l 

STEVEN POINT: E l d e r W i l f r e d S y l v e s t e r would l i k e t o con
vey h i s tremendous f e e l i n g and g r a t i t u d e f o r a l l the s u p p o r t 
g i v e n y e s t e r d a y . We w i l l be g i v e n t h e t o t a l from y e s t e r d a y ' s 
p l e d g e s as soon as p o s s i b l e , i I f t h e r e i s any o t h e r way t o 
h e l p , t h e d e l e g a t e s from a l l d i f f e r e n t d i s t r i c t s and r e g i o n s 
would be g l a d t o h e l p i n any way they c a n . The whole p o i n t 
i s ' I n d i a n p e o p l e ' and t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e p a y i n g t h e i r own 
way - no government f u n d s . 

The Chairman o f t h e E l e c t i o n s Committee 
has an announcement t o make. 

CLO OSTROVE; I have a l e t t e r a d d r e s s e d t o : 

THE CHIEFS AND DELEGATES OF THIS ASSEMBLY: 
I have d e c i d e d t o w i t h d r a w as c a n d i d a t e f o r the 
P r e s i d e n c y o f t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , 
a t t h i s 13th A n n u a l G e n e r a l Assembly: 
O c t o b e r 28 - 30, 1981. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y , 
George Manuel 

STEVEN POINT: B e f o r e l u n c h we w i l l c a l l on the d e l e g a t e s 
f o r t h e P r e s i d e n c y . They w i l l have no l o n g e r t h a n t e n 
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minutes each, g i v e them a chance b e f o r e t h e e l e c t i o n s . 

The F i r s t N a t i o n s R e p o r t from C h i e f 
Dennis A l p h o n s e i s i n t h e p r o c e s s o f b e i n g p h o t o c o p i e d . 

The n e x t t h i n g would be the i n t r o d u c t i o n 
o f C o n f i d e n t i a l F e d e r a l Documents - i n t h e p r o c e s s o f b e i n g 
p i c k e d up. 

I would l i k e t o c a l l on C h i e f Dennis 
Alphonse f o r h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n f o r t h e P r e s i d e n c y . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band). 
Thank you S t e v e n . You caug h t me by s u r p r i s e . 

I was s t i l l making my speech when you c a l l e d me. I ' l l be 
p r e p a r e d t o say something i n r e g a r d s t o r u n n i n g as P r e s i d e n t 
o f t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . 

F e l l o w C h i e f s , d e l e g a t e s , f r i e n d s , I would 
f i r s t o f a l l l i k e t o p r e s e n t my background, my e x p e r i e n c e t o 
l e t you know what I have been i n v o l v e d w i t h i n the p a s t few 
y e a r s . From t h e r e , I can t a l k a l i t t l e b i t on what I hope t o 
do i f you choose me as y o u r P r e s i d e n t . 

I am f o r t y - e i g h t y e a r s o l d , and a f a t h e r o f 
seven c h i l d r e n . My o l d e s t d a u g h t e r has a degree i n t e a c h i n g , 
the second has a degree i n a n t h r o p o l o g y , o f w h i c h I am v e r y 
proud. My o l d e s t d a u g h t e r i s t e a c h i n g r i g h t a t home w i t h an 
a l t e r n a t e c l a s s , w i t h a d u l t s who want t o upgrade t h e i r educa
t i o n . T h a t ' s p a r t o f t h e t h i n g s we a r e d o i n g a t home. We 
have an a l t e r n a t e c l a s s , k i n d e r g a r t e n , and t r y t o h e l p o u t 
our young p e o p l e who c a n ' t seem t o f i t i n t o t h e p r e s e n t system. 

I've been i n C o u n c i l s i n c e I was twenty-one 
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ye a r s o l d . Out o f t h a t , I've been C h i e f o f t h e Cowichan Band 
f o r t w e l v e y e a r s , and I would j u s t l i k e t o say t h a t I have 
seen a l o t o f changes. When I f i r s t became a C o u n c i l l o r , I 
was p r e t t y green and d i d n ' t know what i t was a l l about. A t 
t h a t t i m e , t h e I n d i a n Agent i n our a r e a , p r e t t y w e l l con
t r o l l e d t h e C o u n c i l . We were p r e t t y w e l l r u b b e r stamped, we 
d i d what the I n d i a n Agent wanted a t the meetings because he 
had a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o n , we had t o l i s t e n t o him on what he 
d i s c u s s e d a t t h e C o u n c i l m e e t i n g s . I t went on f o r a few 
y e a r s , b u t we've d e v e l o p e d , we've dev e l o p e d so much t h a t we 
have something l i k e f i f t y - n i n e p e o p l e w o r k i n g f o r t h e Cowichan 
Band f u l l t i m e . We l o o k a f t e r our problems; e d u c a t i o n , h o u s i n g , 
s o c i a l w e l f a r e , r e c r e a t i o n . A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , we have ta k e n 
o v e r t h e management o f our f i s h e r i e s i n t h e Cowichan K o k s i l a h 
R i v e r . The F i s h e r i e s don't have a n y t h i n g t o do. They don't 
come i n t o o ur r e s e r v e s anymore. We're l o o k i n g a f t e r t h a t 
and managing. These a r e some o f t h e t h i n g s we a r e d o i n g a t 
home. We're h o p i n g t o get i n t o some k i n d o f i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t 
t h a t w i l l c r e a t e more j o b s f o r t h e band membership. But I 
would j u s t l i k e t o say as C h i e f o f the Cowichan Band, t h a t o ver 
t h e t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s , a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , we don't have 
I n d i a n A f f a i r s i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h o ur meetings anymore, u n l e s s 
we i n v i t e them. That's t h e k i n d Of independence we have as 
C h i e f and C o u n c i l . We don't b o t h e r w i t h I n d i a n A f f a i r s , we 
don't r e a l l y need them, u n l e s s we have t o g e t some i n f o r m a 
t i o n . Other work I've done; I've a l s o been Band Manager f o r 
th e Cowichan Band f o r t h r e e y e a r s . A f t e r t h a t I became 
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f t h e F r i e n d s h i p C e n t r e i n V i c t o r i a f o r 
f o u r y e a r s , and d e v e l o p e d programs f o r t h e p e o p l e l i v i n g o f f 
the r e s e r v e . Then I went home and s t a r t e d the V a l l e y N a t i v e 
F r i e n d s h i p C e n t r e . I was E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r f o r two y e a r s . 
I n my time i n v o l v e d w i t h F r i e n d s h i p C e n t r e s , I became P r e s i d e n t 
o f PACIFIC, w h i c h i s the P r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f F r i e n d s h i p 
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C e n t r e s i n B r i t i s h Columbia. S h o r t l y a f t e r t h a t I became 
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f F r i e n d s h i p C e n t r e s . 
That was q u i t e a j o b because one o f t h e p r o v i n c e s t h a t p u l l e d 
o u t , M a n i t o b a ) a n d O n t a r i o , w h i c h i s one o f the b i g g e s t , p r o 
v i n c e s , was t h r e a t e n i n g t o p u l l o u t when I became P r e s i d e n t . 
I worked w i t h t h e s e p e o p l e who had p u l l e d o u t , t o g e t e v e r y 
body back t o g e t h e r as one f o r c e . A n o t h e r t h i n g t h a t I g o t 
i n v o l v e d i n was when I became an Alderman o f t h e C i t y o f 
Duncan. That was a good e x p e r i e n c e f o r me because I c o u l d 
see t h e d i f f e r e n c e o f t h e two governments, and how t h e y 
o p e r a t e and work i n t h e communities. A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , I 
am t h e a l t e r n a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n 
C h i e f s f o r South I s l a n d . A t t h e same t i m e , I am V i c e -
c hairman f o r t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t we s h o u l d have a s t r o n g 
p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l . I n o r d e r t o 
s u p p o r t and h e l p t h e bands, d i s t r i c t s and p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s , I r e a l l y b e l i e v e t h a t we s h o u l d p u l l t o g e t h e r a t 
t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l . I f you s h o u l d choose me as y o u r P r e s i d e n t , 
I would work a t b u i l d i n g t h a t n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , b u t as 
w e l l , t o c o n t i n u e t h e f i g h t o f o u r a n c e s t o r s i n r e g a r d s t o 
a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e and l a n d c l a i m s , and a l l the t h i n g s we've 
been w o r k i n g f o r as t h e Union o f C h i e f s s i n c e 1969. I was 
th e f o u n d e r o f t h e Union o f C h i e f s a t t h a t t i m e . I s e n t o u t 
l e t t e r s t o a l l t h e C h i e f s t o t r y and have on p r o v i n c i a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , b u t I needed a l l t h e h e l p o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
o r d e r t o p u l l t h i s t h r o u g h . I had t h e h e l p o f the F e d e r a t i o n , 
t h e Homemakers, and t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n B r o t h e r h o o d . That was 
i n Kamloops i n 19 69. I would hope t o c o n t i n u e t h e o b j e c t i v e s 
t h a t we s t a r t e d o u t w i t h a t t h a t p a r t i c u l a r t i m e and what has 
been happening r e c e n t l y i n r e g a r d s t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . A t 
the. same, t i m e I f e e l we s h o u l d r e a l l y h e l p and b u i l d t h e bands, 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l bands, d i s t r i c t s a t t h e d i s t r i c t l e v e l , and 
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s t r e n g t h e n the Union o f C h i e f s i n t h a t way. I t h i n k we 
have a l o t t o do r i g h t now because o f t h e p r e s s u r e s and 
the government t r y i n g t o d i v i d e us, and a l m o s t t r y i n g t o 
squash t h e Union o f C h i e f s . I t h i n k i t i s because we a r e 
a t h r e a t t o them. Tha t ' s why i t i s h a p p e n i n g , b u t I 
b e l i e v e because o f t h i s s u p p r e s s i o n , we become s t r o n g e r 
as p e o p l e . We have a s t r u g g l e t o do, and i f I s h o u l d be 
yo u r P r e s i d e n t , I would c o n t i n u e t h a t s t r u g g l e . But i n 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e Union o f C h i e f s , I b e l i e v e t h a t we s h o u l d 
have some k i n d o f w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h o t h e r o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s . I t h i n k we s h o u l d have w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s when 
i t comes t o i s s u e s t h a t a f f e c t us as I n d i a n p e o p l e , i n 
g e n e r a l . And I t h i n k a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e , l a n d c l a i m s , t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , a l l t h e s e a f f e c t u s , r i g h t a t t h e band l e v e l . 
I would j u s t l i k e t o say t h a t when the Un i o n was s t a r t e d 
i n 1969, I b e l i e v e t h e r e was something l i k e s i x d i f f e r e n t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e y c o u l d n ' t work t o g e t h e r . I t h i n k t h a t i s 
why t h e Union was formed. But now we seem t o be g e t t i n g 
d i v i d e d a g a i n , and I know t h a t t h e government, and s o c i e t y 
i n g e n e r a l , uses t h a t d i v i s i o n t o d e f e a t any o f our purpose. 
No m a t t e r how good a l e a d e r s h i p you have, how n o b l e o b j e c 
t i v e s a r e , we a r e g o i n g t o be d e f e a t e d , as l o n g as we're 
d i v i d e d . That's t h e r e a s o n why I b e l i e v e we s h o u l d have some 
k i n d o f w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . But 
I would l i k e , i f you choose me, t o work w i t h t h e C o u n c i l , 
t h e s t a f f , on a teamwork b a s i s . 

I t h i n k we a l l have t o work t o g e t h e r and 
p i t c h i n because o f t h e pr e s s u r e s , o f t h e l a c k o f f u n d i n g and 
e v e r y t h i n g . I t h i n k t h a t i s t h e o n l y way we can go t o p u l l 
t h e Union o f C h i e f s t o g e t h e r , and keep i t g o i n g . I t i s g o i n g 
t o be a s t r u g g l e , b u t I b e l i e v e t h a t we can make i t , w i t h y o u r 
s u p p o r t . I thank you v e r y much. 
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STEVEN POINT: W e ' l l c a l l upon the second c a n d i d a t e , Bob 
Manuel, p l e a s e . A r c h i e P o o t l a s s j u s t came up and mentioned 
t h a t some o f t h e C h i e f s , f o r one r e a s o n o r a n o t h e r , h a v e n ' t 
come t h r o u g h the l e f t e n t r a n c e where the r e g i s t r a t i o n desk 
i s . I f you haven't done t h a t , p l e a s e go and r e g i s t e r . Once 
you r e g i s t e r , you j u s t have t o check i n e v e r y day. 

CHIEF BOB MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h Band) 
F e l l o w C h i e f s , e x e c u t i v e members, E l d e r s , 

and g u e s t s . F i r s t o f a l l I would j u s t l i k e t o thank the 
n o m i n a t o r s and the s e c o n d e r s f o r p r o v i d i n g me w i t h t h i s op
p o r t u n i t y t o r u n f o r t h e o f f i c e o f t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . 

I would l i k e t o g i v e a l i t t l e background as 
t o t h e k i n d s o f t h i n g s t h a t I've been i n v o l v e d i n and the 
k i n d o f t h i n g s t h a t I f i r m l y b e l i e v e . F i v e y e a r s ago I de
c i d e d t o r u n f o r C h i e f i n my band, and have h e l d t h a t p o s i t i o n 
s i n c e . The work t h a t I have done t h e r e has been based upon 
the c o n c e p t t h a t we work towards our a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s and 
our I n d i a n Government. And i n a n s w e r i n g Howard's q u e s t i o n 
y e s t e r d a y , t h e r e i s no way t h a t I b e l i e v e t h a t any o f our 
l a n d i s f o r s a l e , o r t h a t any o f our r i g h t s a r e f o r s a l e . 
That's why we a r e engaged i n s u c h a s t r o n g c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
f i g h t t o d a y . We a r e a t a v e r y c r i t i c a l t i m e , t h e r e i s no 
doubt about i t , we r e a l l y p u t a l o t o f p r e s s u r e on the Fed
e r a l Government and upon t h e Prime M i n i s t e r o f Canada. We've 
t a k e n l e a d e r s h i p o v e r t h e l a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s i n terms o f 
p u t t i n g p r e s s u r e on w i t h r e s p e c t t o the C o n s t i t u t i o n . A t the 
same t i m e , however, i t i s q u i t e c l e a r t h a t t h e F e d e r a l Govern
ment has s t a r t e d t o move on many d i f f e r e n t f r o n t s . They 
s t a r t e d t o move on l a n d c l a i m s , s t r a t e g i e s , how t o d i v i d e and 
s p l i t us up, ways and means t o break us so they can i m p l e -



merit t h e i r p o l i c i e s . We see i n the membership s e c t i o n 
t h a t I have r e f e r r e d t o t h a t t h e y have s t a r t e d t o move i n 
and t r y t o break up our p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . I n o t h e r ways 
they a r e moving i n t o our communities t o t r y and s p l i t us 
a p a r t . I t i s a v e r y tough time t h a t we have b e f o r e us. 
I t h i n k t h e y key t h i n g i s t h a t we a r e a t a t h r e s h o l d o f 
making changes. The F e d e r a l Government has a p o l i c y , and 
i t has always had t h a t p o l i c y o f a s s i m i l a t i o n . I t has 
always had t h a t p o l i c y t o do away w i t h our I n d i a n Govern
ments, our r e s e r v e l a n d s . T h e i r e f f o r t s a r e c l e a r i n the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n documents t h a t t h e y have p u t f o r w a r d . And 
now we have t o b l o c k t h a t move. 

I would l i k e t o t a l k a l i t t l e b i t about 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . I t 
i s becoming more and more c l e a r t o me t h a t as our head
q u a r t e r s , o ur o f f i c e , our P r e s i d e n t , our V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s , 
have t o push f o r w a r d and c r e a t e t h a t d e f e n s i v e f r o n t , the 
o f f e n s i v e f r o n t , t o push back t h e F e d e r a l Government and 
t h e i r e f f o r t s . There i s a l o t o f work a t the band l e v e l 
t h a t needs t o be done. I t h i n k we've got t o g e n e r a t e and 
t u r n a l i t t l e b i t and p u t a l i t t l e b i t o f e f f o r t i n t o t h e 
home f r o n t . I t h i n k we've g o t t o b u i l d the i n s t i t u t i o n , and 
the p e o p l e movement t h a t we've b u i l t o v e r the l a s t two y e a r s 
We've got a l o t o f s u p p o r t , a l o t o f our p e o p l e are more 
p o l i t i c i z e d and p a r t o f the movement. Now we have t o con
c e n t r a t e i n p r o v i d i n g t h a t l e a d e r s h i p t o our p e o p l e so we 
can w i n our v i c t o r y . We have a l o n g ways t o go. I would 
l i k e t o s e r v e as y o u r P r e s i d e n t . I had a d i s c u s s i o n w i t h 
my f a t h e r l a s t n i g h t , and I am r a t h e r g l a d t h a t he i s g o i n g 
t o t a k e t h e t i m e o f f , he needs i t . The d i f f i c u l t y from h i s 
o p e r a t i o n i s v e r y s e r i o u s . I have worked c l o s e l y w i t h him 
over t h e l a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s , and I've l e a r n e d a l o t w o r k i n g 



under h i s d i r e c t i o n . I'd l i k e t o c o n t i n u e t h a t s t r u g g l e , t o 
c o n t i n u e the i d e a l s t h a t he pushes f o r , so t h a t some day 
w e ' l l have a s o c i e t y , a government, a w o r l d t h a t b e l o n g s t o 
o u r s e l v e s , t h a t we b u i l d and d e v e l o p from. We make ou r own 
l a w s , about f i s h i n g , h u n t i n g , we may have th e r e s o u r c e s , the 
t i m b e r , f i s h e r i e s , m i n e r a l s , t h a t we can b u i l d our own i n s t i 
t u t i o n s , our own k i n d o f e d u c a t i o n and economic i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
I've done a l o t o f work i n t h o s e a r e a s d u r i n g t h e l a s t c o u p l e 
o f y e a r s as C h i e f . And I've been q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l . We have 
a v e r y low s o c i a l p r o b lem i n o u r community. Wherever t h e r e 
a r e g a t h e r i n g s , our p e o p l e a r e always t h e r e . So as y o u r 
c a n d i d a t e , I want t o say f i n a l l y , I r e s p e c t C h i e f Dennis 
Alphonse v e r y much. I have seen h i s work, he's done a l o t 
o f h a r d work. I r e s p e c t him, r e g a r d l e s s o f what happens. I 
was t o l d once 'Young man, you a r e a l e a d e r , and r e g a r d l e s s 
o f whether you a r e e l e c t e d , t h e r e i s a j o b t h a t needs t o be 
done, a b i g j o b . ' I r e a l l y f e e l good now, because t h e r e i s 
a l o t o f l e a d e r s around. I e x t e n d r e s p e c t t o D e n n i s , and w i s h 
him l u c k i n h i s campaign, and h i s c a n d i d c y f o r t h e P r e s i d e n c y . 
Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: You have h e a r d t h e c a n d i d a t e s . C e r t a i n l y 
one t h i n g t h a t h a s n ' t changed o v e r the e n t i r e e x i s t e n c e o f 
t h e Union i s p o l i t i c a l r h e t o r i c . I don't i m a g i n e i t w i l l 
e v e r change, c e r t a i n l y a good s t i m u l a t i n g p a r t o f t h e o r g a n i 
z a t i o n . I w o u l d i m p r e s s upon a l l t h e d e l e g a t e s t o c o n s i d e r 
each c a n d i d a t e s e r i o u s l y and t h e g r a v i t y o f t h e n a t u r e o f 
e l e c t i o n s o f t h i s k i n d i s c e r t a i n l y v e r y h a r d . I c e r t a i n l y 
w i s h b o t h c a n d i d a t e s a l l the l u c k . 

I am w o n d e r i n g i f we a r e p r e p a r e d , i n terms 
o f x e r o x i n g and c o p y i n g and w h a t n o t , t o c o n t i n u e w i t h t h e 
Assembly. They a r e on t h e i r way. 
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One o t h e r t h i n g t h a t we have t o c l e a r up b e f o r e the e l e c 
t i o n s t h i s a f t e r n o o n , and I am not e x a c t l y s u r e on how we 
s h o u l d p r oceed on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e , i s t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
the e l e c t i o n s o f t h e R e g i o n a l V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s . That was 
the q u e s t i o n as t o who i s e l i g i b l e t o v o t e a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n . 
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , and i t has been c l e a r l y i d e n 
t i f i e d i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n , i t g i v e s two d i s t i n c t i o n s i n 
terms o f members who a r e e l i g i b l e t o v o t e : 

(1) a f u l l member - who i s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e 
band, e i t h e r a C h i e f o r an e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e chosen f o r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c o n v e n t i o n . 
In o t h e r words, i f a C h i e f c a n ' t come, t h e 
band can send a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n h i s p l a c e 
t o t h i s c o n v e n t i o n . 

(2) a c t i v e members - a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
are C o u n c i l l o r s and C h i e f C o u n c i l l o r s , i n o t h e r 
words D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

Under t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n i t says c l e a r l y , i n 
terms o f v o t i n g p r o c e d u r e f o r t h e c o n v e n t i o n , t h a t a l l f u l l 
members and a c t i v e members can v o t e . I n o t h e r words. C h i e f s 
and t h e i r C o u n c i l l o r s p l u s t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l members a r e 
e l i g i b l e t o v o t e , p l u s one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from t h e B. C. 
N a t i v e Women's S o c i e t y , and t h e B. C. I n d i a n Homemaker's 
A s s o c i a t i o n . T h i s has c l e a r l y been i d e n t i f i e d i n t h e C o n s t i 
t u t i o n o f our o r g a n i z a t i o n , and t h i s i s t h e b a s i s t h a t we 
s h a l l p r o c e e d w i t h t h e e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s . U n l e s s we s t a n d 
c o r r e c t e d , o f c o u r s e , i n terms o f motions o r r e s o l u t i o n s . 
T h i s i s a c l a r i f i c a t i o n t h a t was asked f o r e a r l i e r , t h e r e 
was some c o n f u s i o n i n r e g a r d t o t h i s p o s i t i o n y e s t e r d a y . We 
a r e c l a r i f y i n g t h a t p o s i t i o n . A r e t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s o r 
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comments i n r e g a r d s t o t h a t p o s i t i o n ? 

On y o u r C r e d e n t i a l s Forms t h e r e i s a 
p l a c e f o r f u l l members, i n terms o f y o u r C h i e f , o r e l e c t e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , and a p l a c e f o r y o u r a l t e r n a t e s and y o u r 
C o u n c i l l o r s , the names o f y o u r C o u n c i l l o r s . They s h o u l d be 
r e g i s t e r e d , o t h e r w i s e t h e r e i s no way o f v e r i f y i n g whether 
o r n o t you a r e a band r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . Your C r e d e n t i a l s 
Form has' t o be s i g n e d by y o u r C h i e f C o u n c i l l o r s , i n t h e e v e n t 
t h a t t h e C h i e f has come w i t h o u t a C r e d e n t i a l s Form s i g n e d , 
h i s D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e can a u t h o r i z e t h a t he i s t h e 
Band C o u n c i l l o r and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . T h i s i s t h e p r o c e d u r e 
t h a t we f o l l o w e d i n t h e p a s t , t h a t y o u r D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e can v e r i f y your e l i g i b i l i t y t o v o t e . 

I s t h e r e a h e a r i n g p r o blem i n the back t h e r e ? 
I s i t me, o r i s i t t h e a c o u s t i c s , can everybody h e a r back 
t h e r e ? You s h o u l d move up t o t h e f r o n t , i t ' s p r e t t y warm up 
h e r e . Any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s i n r e g a r d t o t h e membership and 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r v o t i n g p r o c e d u r e ? 

ARCHIE POOTLASS: R e g a r d i n g t h e a c t i v e members, does t h a t i n 
e l u d e a l l C o u n c i l l o r s ? Do t h e y have t o be r e g i s t e r e d as t h e 
o f f i c i a l d e l e g a t e s , o r t h o s e C o u n c i l l o r s who a r e h e r e , can 
t h e y v o t e ? 

STEVEN POINT: A c c o r d i n g t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , a c t i v e members 
a r e a l l o w e d t o v o t e , and t h e i r names s h o u l d appear on a 
C r e d e n t i a l s Form, g e n e r a l l y i n terms o f a s i g n a t u r e o r a t 
l e a s t i n terms o f an a l t e r n a t e . However, the C o n s t i t u t i o n 
does n o t s t i p u l a t e how many a r e e l i g i b l e t o v o t e . I t j u s t 
s t i p u l a t e s t h a t C o u n c i l l o r s and C h i e f s a r e a l l o w e d t o v o t e . 
I t does n o t s t i p u l a t e whether o r n o t t h e y n e c e s s a r i l y have t o 
be r e g i s t e r e d . I t o n l y s t i p u l a t e s t h a t t hey be C o u n c i l l o r s , 
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however i n terms o f p r o c e d u r e , your names n e c e s s a r i l y 
s h o u l d appear on y o u r C r e d e n t i a l s Form i n o r d e r f o r 
us t o be a b l e t o v a l i d a t e y o u r b a l l o t . I f y o u r name 
hasn ' t appeared on t h e C r e d e n t i a l s Form, i t s h o u l d as 
a C o u n c i l l o r , e i t h e r i n terms o f a s i g n a t u r e , o r i n terms 
o f your name b e i n g l i s t e d t h e r e . That's f o r b u r e a u c r a t i c , 
t e c h n i c a l c o n v e n i e n c e , o t h e r w i s e t h e r e i s no way i n terms 
o f d i s p u t e f o r us t o be a b l e t o t a l l y up t h e c o r r e c t 
number o f b a l l o t s t h a t we s h o u l d be h a v i n g , t h e r e i s no 
way we can c o n t r o l the v o t i n g p r o c e d u r e . 

CHIEF BOB MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h Band) 
S t e v e , a r e you s a y i n g t h a t C h i e f and 

Band C o u n c i l can v o t e ? 

STEVEN POINT: That's what i t s a ys i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
A c t i v e and f u l l members ar e g i v e n a v o t e a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n . 

CHIEF BOB MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h Band) 
A c c o r d i n g t o c o n v e n t i o n , i t always has 

been one v o t e p e r band. 

STEVEN POINT: I r e a l i z e t h a t , however we were f a c e d w i t h 
t h i s dilemma y e s t e r d a y , t h a t ' s why the c l a r i f i c a t i o n has 
come f o r w a r d . I r e a l i z e t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l l y , i n t h e conven
t i o n s I've c h a i r e d , t h a t we've always o n l y r e c o g n i z e d one 
v o t e per band. 

CHIEF BOB. MANUEL: (. N e s k a i n l i t h Band). 
You a r e p u l l i n g some u n i l a t e r a l a c t i o n 

t h e r e , am I t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t ? 

STEVEN POINT: There's been a q u e s t i o n about the t e c h n i 
c a l i t y h e r e , now i t can be c l e a r e d up by r e s o l u t i o n , and t h i s 
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i s why i t needs t o be c l e a r e d up because a l o t o f p e o p l e a r e 
under t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t r i g h t l y so i n t h e p a s t we have o n l y 
a l l o w e d one member p e r band t o v o t e . When we checked w i t h 
t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , a p p a r e n t l y i t i n d i c a t e s t h a t a c t i v e and 
f u l l members a r e a l l o w e d t o v o t e a t the c o n v e n t i o n . Now, 
u n l e s s we s t a n d c o r r e c t e d , and t h i s i s why i t s t a t e s h e r e 
e a r l i e r t h a t t h i s i s t h e o n l y p r o c e d u r e t h a t we've g o t t o 
f o l l o w . 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band). 
I would l i k e a r u l i n g on t h a t because i t 

l e a v e s i t t o o wide open. E i t h e r we have one v o t e p e r band 
a l l o w i n g t h e members o f C h i e f s C o u n c i l t o v o t e t o o , t h a t 
seems t o be c l e a r t o me b u t i f i t i s g o i n g t o be wide open, 
a l l o f our C o u n c i l l o r s a r e h e r e , t h e y w i l l have t o go and 
r e g i s t e r . I would l i k e a d e c i s i o n on t h a t , a c l e a r c u t 
d e c i s i o n . 

STEVEN POINT: One o f t h e r e a s o n s t h a t t h i s p r o b lem came 
up was t h a t some C h i e f C o u n c i l l o r s a r e a l s o s i t t i n g on C h i e f s 
C o u n c i l . The q u e s t i o n came up whether o r n o t t h e y were a l 
lowed t o v o t e , d i d t h e y have two v o t e s o r d i d t h e i r bands 
v o t e whether t h e i r bands v o t e n e g a t e d , were t h e y i n f a c t 
a l l o w e d t o v o t e ? That i t s e l f i s t h e problem, so t h e i n t e r 
p r e t a t i o n n e c e s s a r i l y has t o come o u t o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n b e f o r e 
t h e e l e c t i o n p r o c e d u r e t a k e s p l a c e . Do we f o l l o w the C o n s t i 
t u t i o n i n r e g a r d s t o a l l o w i n g C o u n c i l l o r s the v o t i n g p r o c e d u r e 
w h i c h cannot be changed w i t h o u t e x t r a o r d i n a r y r e s o l u t i o n , o r 
do we f o l l o w c o n v e n t i o n and have o n l y one member p e r band 
v o t e . I f we do t h a t , what do we do w i t h the C h i e f C o u n c i l 
l o r s who happen t o be C h i e f , o r v i c e v e r s a ? I don't know i f 
I'm c o m p l i c a t i n g t h e s e any more t h a n need be, b u t t h i s i s the 
i s s u e t h a t was r a i s e d y e s t e r d a y i n r e g a r d s t o the R e g i o n a l 
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V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s . I f you would l i k e , I would make a r u l i n g 
i n terms o f c o n v e n t i o n , o f our p a s t as f a r as I know be
cause I happen t o be i n v o l v e d w i t h the c h a i r i n g o f the 
c o n v e n t i o n s f o r the l a s t t h r e e , o r f o u r , o r f i v e y e a r s . 
I c o u l d make a r u l i n g on e x a c t l y who i s e l i g i b l e t o v o t e 
s i m p l y because I am f a m i l i a r w i t h the p r o c e d u r e t h a t we've 
had i n t h e p a s t , i f t h a t i s a g r e e a b l e w i t h the c o n v e n t i o n . 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band). 
Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would l i k e t o see us 

f o l l o w what we d i d l a s t y e a r , o r t h e y e a r b e f o r e , w i t h one 
v o t e p e r band, the D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s have one v o t e , 
and t h a t we have an a l t e r n a t e t o our band, as D i s t r i c t 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , so t h a t a l l we have i s one e x t r a v o t e p e r 
D i s t r i c t . I t h i n k i t s h o u l d remain t h a t way u n t i l such t i m e 
as t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n c l e a r s t h a t up, so I am s a y i n g , one v o t e 

per band w i t h a D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e v o t i n g a l s o . 

STEVEN POINT: The o t h e r problem o f c o u r s e i s the R e g i o n a l 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s who a r e s t i l l a c t i v e . I n t h i s r e g a r d , t r a d i 
t i o n a l l y as w e l l , s i n c e they've been i n s t i t u t e d , they've been 
a l l o w e d t o c a r r y one v o t e . 

CARL: 
I j u s t want t o v e r i f y t h i s u n f a i r n e s s w i t h 

a l l t h e nominess, t h a t would be f a i r t o a l l the bands o f B r i t i s h 
Columbia t h a t one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from each band would be e l i -
g i b l e t o v o t e i n t h i s e l e c t i o n , be more f i a r t o more p e o p l e . 
I c o u l d have my whole t r i b e h e r e , and you'd never know who 
v o t e d . You s h o u l d be r e g i s t e r e d i n t h e Assembly and one 
d e l e g a t e . 
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STEVEN POINT: What I r e q u i r e t h e n f o r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s i s t h e consensus i n how we can f o l l o w t h a t 
and so f a r , we've had two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s come f o r w a r d and 
say t h i s i s t h e way t h e y would l i k e t o have i t done. I t h i n k 
what I am g o i n g t o c a l l upon t h e n i s a show o f hands. S h a l l 
we f o l l o w t r a d i t i o n i n r e g a r d s t o one band, one v o t e ? I f you 
a r e i n f a v o u r o f one band - one v o t e , and w i t h t h e c o n c e p t o f 
the a l t e r n a t e f o r t h e bands o r f o r a member o f C h i e f s Coun
c i l , t h e n you can have an a l t e r n a t e f o r y o u r band s i t t i n g 
i n and v o t i n g f o r you. 

BASIL EVERS: 
I r e a l l y don't t h i n k you c o u l d r e s o l v e i t 

t h a t way e i t h e r . I f you come from a l a r g e band, and you come 
i n here w i t h a whole bunch, o f C o u n c i l l o r s , t h e n you a r e g o i n g 
t o have a whole bunch o f hands go up, s a y i n g t h a t t h i s i s t h e 
way you want i t t o be. I c a n ' t r e a l l y q u i t e agree w i t h what 
you a r e t r y i n g t o do. O r i g i n a l l y , as I u n d e r s t a n d t h e C o n s t i 
t u t i o n , you a r e a l l o w e d one v o t e , and i t was f a i r t o everybody, 
f a i r t o t h e s m a l l bands, b u t t h i s way i f y o u a r e g o i n g t o a l l o w 
t h e b i g bands t o have more t h a n one v o t e , t h e n you w i l l end 
up b e i n g u n f a i r t o t h e l i t t l e bands. 

STEVEN POINT: We r e a l i z e t h a t B a s i l , t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t 
we're s t u c k w i t h i s t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

BASIL AMBERS: You a r e s t i l l s t u c k w i t h t h a t , you are n o t 
g o i n g t o r e s o l v e i t by a s k i n g f o r a show o f hands, because i t 
i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e r e a r e some bands he r e t h a t have q u i t e a 
few o f t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

STEVEN POINT: The o t h e r m i s c o n c e p t i o n t h a t I s h o u l d c l e a r 
up i s t h e c o u n t o f t h e C o u n c i l l o r as an e l e c t e d C o u n c i l l o r , 
not j u s t s p e c i f i c a l l y a band member who may be here a t a 
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meeting. I f he i s an e l e c t e d C o u n c i l l o r d u l y r e p r e s e n t i n g 
t h e band as a Band C o u n c i l l o r , t h e n a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C o n s t i 
t u t i o n he i s e l i g i b l e t o v o t e . No band can a r b i t r a r i l y b r i n g 
i n t e n o r t w e l v e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and say t h e y a r e a l l Coun
c i l l o r s . T h i s a g a i n i s f a l l i n g back on some v e r y f i n e 
d e f i n i t i o n s . 

CHIEF RAY HARRIS: (Chemainus Band). 
I j u s t wanted i t c l e a r e d up, I hope t h e y 

h e l p c l e a r i t up. My band met b e f o r e we came o v e r and the 
r e a s o n f o r t h e m e e t i n g was t h e C r e d e n t i a l ^ Form. The Creden
t i a l ^ Form i s p r e t t y s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d as f a r as we're con
c e r n e d . My C o u n c i l has a u t h o r i z e d me t o v o t e on any i s s u e 
t h a t ' s r a i s e d a t t h i s Assembly, a n f i f I c a n ' t v o t e t h e n an 
a l t e r n a t e i s w r i t t e n i n t o t h e C r e d e n t i a l s Form so t h a t i t 
speaks f o r i t s e l f , one v o t e p e r band. 

STEVEN POINT: The way we a r e g o i n g t o p r o c e e d t h e n i s t h a t 
one v o t e p e r band a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C r e d e n t i a l s Form w i l l be 
i s s u e d i n terms o f t h e b a l l o t s . One b a l l o t w i l l be g i v e n t o 
C h i e f s C o u n c i l members. C e r t a i n l y some k i n d o f mandate s h o u l d 
be g i v e n i n r e g a r d t o a l t e r i n g t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n so t h a t i t 
w i l l i n f a c t be c o n g r u e n t w i t h t r a d i t i o n i n terms o f our own 
Assembly so t h a t t h i s k i n d o f m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g would n o t o c c u r . 
We're g o i n g t o move up t o t h e n e x t i t e m on t h e Agenda. I am 
g o i n g t o c a l l on C h i e f Dennis A l p h o n s e t o come and d e l i v e r 
h i s r e p o r t on t h e F i r s t N a t i o n s Assembly. 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band) 
I would l i k e t o make a r e p o r t on what has 

been happening a t t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l . C h a r l e s Wood o f A l b e r t a 
i s our Chairman on t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s . We have had 
two n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s w i t h t h e I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s , 
c a r r y i n g t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f p l a n n i n g t h e a n n u a l n a t i o n a l 
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c o n f e r e n c e s , o f development and s t r u c t u r e f o r t h e N a t i o n a l 
C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s . A s t r u c t u r e w h i c h w i l l i n c o r p o r a t e t h e 
N a t i o n a l I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d as t h e S e c r e t a r i a t , the b a s i c 
c o n c e p t i s one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r e v e r y 10,000 i n p o p u l a 
t i o n . I t i s p r o p o s e d t h a t B r i t i s h C olumbia would have s i x 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s . T h i s 
p r o p o s a l s h o u l d be d i s c u s s e d h e r e a t t h i s Assembly. Are 
we happy w i t h s i x r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ? I f n o t , what o t h e r c o n 
c e p t can we p r opose as C h i e f s o f B r i t i s h C olumbia. The 
n e x t a n n u a l Assembly o f the F i r s t N a t i o n s w i l l be n e x t A p r i l 
i n P e n t i c t o n . As C h i e f s , under th e U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n 
C h i e f s , we s h o u l d have our p r o p o s a l r e a d y b e f o r e t h i s d a a t e , 
i f we a r e n o t happy w i t h the p r e s e n t p r o p o s a l . The p a s t F i r s t 
N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e i n Quebec C i t y was a v e r y d i s a p p o i n t i n g 
m e e t i n g because o f t h e l a c k o f r e p r e s e n t a t i o n from bands from 
a c r o s s c o u n t r y , e s p e c i a l l y from t h e w e s t . T h i s i s t h e r e a s o n 
f o r h a v i n g t h e n e x t c o n f e r e n c e h e r e i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . I 
would j u s t l i k e t o add t h a t I b e l i e v e h a v i n g i t i n Quebec 
C i t y was t o o e x p e n s i v e f o r a l o t o f our bands, and as you 
a r e w e l l aware most o f t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f bands i s h e r e i n 
B r i t i s h C o lumbia. That's th e r e a s o n we a r e moving i t o u t west 
and h o p e f u l l y w e ' l l g e t good r e p r e s e n t a t i o n n e x t A p r i l . J o i n t 
m eetings and workshops o f t h e I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s and 
t h e PTOs o f t h e N a t i o n a l I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d , and r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s o f E l d e r s , t h e s e j o i n t m e e t i ngs have d e a l t w i t h t h e 
p roposed n a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e , and t h e p a t r a t i o n o f t h e Canadian 
C o n s t i t u t i o n as i t p e r t a i n s t o us as I n d i a n s . The Canadian 
C o n s t i t u t i o n has been the main t o p i c i n r e c e n t m e e t i n g s . 
Because o f t h e s t a n d s by many p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c r o s s 
t h e c o u n t r y , i t was n e c e s s a r y t o t r y and c o - o r d i n a t e a l l 
t h e s e e f f o r t s a t t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l . There w i l l be a minimum 
o f c o n f u s i o n , o r e l i m i n a t e any d u p l i c a t i o n o f e f f o r t s by t h e s e 
groups. Joe D i o n has been c o n t r a c t e d t o be the o v e r a l l c o 
o r d i n a t o r i n our e f f o r t s i n r e g a r d s t o t h e Canadian C o n s t i -
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t u t i o n . We have t h r e e w o r k i n g under Joe D i o n : one f o r the 
n a t i o n a l e f f o r t , one f o r t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , and a 
t h i r d f o r the London l o b b y . One o f the developments by the 
e f f o r t s o f Joe Dion and t h e sub-committee on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
i s t h e p r o p o s a l o f s t a t e h o o d . T h i s has been a r e a l l y con
t r o v e r s i a l i t e m ttfeem t o some o f our l e a d e r s . And I t h i n k 
t h a t s t a t e h o o d means i t ' s an a l t e r n a t e p o s i t i o n t o s o v e r e i g n t y 
o r complete independence. That's something t h a t s h o u l d be 
d i s c u s s e d whether t h a t ' s a good p o s i t i o n o r n o t , and I know 
i t ' s been d i s c u s s e d a t NIB meetings i n Saskatchewan. I t h i n k 
a l o t o f t h e l e a d e r s went a g a i n s t t h a t i d e a o f s t a t e h o o d . I 
would l i k e , a t t h i s t i m e , t o t h a n k t h e U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n 
C h i e f s , e s p e c i a l l y L o u i s e Mandel, and the l e g a l s t a f f f o r t h e i r 
e f f o r t s on the l e g a l p o s i t i o n on t h e Canadian C o n s t i t u t i o n 
as i t p e r t a i n s t o I n d i a n p e o p l e . The Union was c o n t r a c t e d t o 
do t h i s l e g a l p o s i t i o n f o r t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s and 
NIB. There has been a l o t o f work and e f f o r t , a l o t o f d e t a i l 
and r e s e a r c h done i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r e f f o r t , t h a t ' s why I would 
l i k e t o commend L o u i s e Mandel and t h e l e g a l s t a f f o f t h e Union 
o f C h i e f s . As I n d i a n p e o p l e , we must u n i t e because our a b o r i 
g i n a l r i g h t s and l a n d c l a i m s e f f o r t s and o u r f i g h t w i t h r e g a r d s 
t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . We must do t h i s a t t h e n e x t n a t i o n a l 
c o n f e r e n c e i n P e n t i c t o n . That's the end o f my r e p o r t , and I 
would be g l a d t o answer any q u e s t i o n s . Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: One o f t h e main p o i n t s i n h i s r e p o r t was 
r e g a r d s t o s i x r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f o r t h e B. C. c o n t i n g e n c y , t h a t 
i s one f o r e v e r y 10,000. I t h i n k he wants some d i r e c t i o n i n 
t h a t r e g a r d . Are t h e r e any comments o r q u e s t i o n s ? 

CHIEF WILSON BOB: (Nanoose Band) 
C h i e f D e n n i s A l p h o n s e , I was j u s t w o n d e r i n g 

i f , i n y o u r d i s c u s s i o n s i n r e g a r d t o the s i x r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
f o r B. C., was t h e r e any c o n s i d e r a t i o n o r d i s c u s s i o n g i v e n t o 
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o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e P r o v i n c e , and whether they would 
be e l i g i b l e f o r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ? I t h i n k t h i s i s v e r y im
p o r t a n t . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Chemainus Band) 
Yes, t h e r e have been d i s c u s s i o n s i n r e g a r d s 

t o h a v i n g so many p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 
and I t h i n k t h a t i s something t h a t we have t o work o u t w i t h 
t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o have a good r e p r e s e n t a t i o n r i g h t a c r o s s 
t h e P r o v i n c e . That's t h e r e a s o n why I f e e l we s h o u l d d i s c u s s 
i t as t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , i f we a r e a f t e r t h i s 
p r o p o s a l , o f i f t h e r e i s some o t h e r c o n c e p t s t h a t we can come 
up w i t h , we s h o u l d t a l k i t o v e r w i t h the o t h e r bands. We 
s h o u l d l o o k a t i t as bands a c r o s s the P r o v i n c e , t r y t o g e t 
e q u a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n from t h e n o r t h , s o u t h , e a s t and west. 
B e s i d e s t h e s i x r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n B. C , I t h i n k O n t a r i o i s 
th e o n l y one w i t h a h i g h e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . I t h i n k t h e y have 
seven. The r e s t o f t h e P r o v i n c e s have t h r e e and f o u r . I 
b e l i e v e we have t o work t h i s o u t amongst o u r s e l v e s i n B. C , 
the e q u a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

CHIEF WILSON BOB: (Nanoose Band). 
The o n l y r e a s o n why I say i t i s i m p o r t a n t i s 

because we c a n ' t r e a l l y p r e t e n d t o r e p r e s e n t a l l o f t h e p e o p l e 
i n t h e P r o v i n c e , t h e r e f o r e even though you do a t t e m p t t o work 
i t o u t on t h e band l e v e l , you a r e s t i l l f a c e d w i t h t h e problem 
o f the o t h e r I n d i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s who w i s h t o be r e p r e s e n t e d . 
S i n c e r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n has t o be g i v e n t o them as our r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e i n t h i s U n i o n , and I hope t h e r e i s e f f o r t t o make sure 
t h a t you have c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I f t h e r e i s 
none, t h e n t h e r e w i l l be c o n t i n u i n g c o n f l i c t . 
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CHIEF ANDY THOMAS: ( 
I think, t h e numbers were p l a y e d around 

w i t h on t h i s p r o p o s a l b u t when we go t o the Assembly o f t h e 
F i r s t N a t i o n s t h a t w i l l be h e l d i n P e n t i c t o n , we're g o i n g 
as i n d i v i d u a l bands, and I don't t h i n k we're g o i n g t h e r e 
r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , b u t r e p r e 
s e n t i n g our own I n d i a n Governments. I t i s g o i n g t o be up 
t o each band i n B r i t i s h Columbia t o make sure t h a t they 
get t h e r e , and when we g e t t h e r e , we p i c k the s i x r e p r e 
s e n t a t i v e s , o r t w e l v e , o r t h i r t y - t w o , o r whatever we d e c i d e 
on. We p i c k them r i g h t o u t o f t h e crowd i n s t e a d o f b r e a k i n g 
up i n t o s m a l l c a ucases and d e c i d i n g who i s g o i n g t o be 
r e p r e s e n t i n g who. I don't t h i n k we s h o u l d be sucked i n t o 
a n y t h i n g l i k e d i v i d i n g up when we g e t t o t h e m e e t i n g be
cause we a r e a l l f i g h t i n g t h e same b a t t l e . I t w i l l be up 
t o each band t o send t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o make s u r e 
t h a t they a r e t h e r e t o p i c k o u t t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band) 
Andy has a p o i n t because a t t h e n a t i o n a l 

c o n f e r e n c e s o t h e r bands t h a t don't b e l o n g t o t h e Union o f 
B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s a r e p r e s e n t a t t h o s e p a r t i c u l a r m e e t i ngs. 
I t ' s n o t t h a t t h e y a r e e x c l u d e d from t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l , b u t 
they a r e t h e r e as bands. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. J u s t a f o l l o w - u p 
on what I'd s a i d and i n r e s p e c t t o what Andy has s a i d . A t 
the p r e s e n t t i m e we a r e a l l aware t h a t t h e r e a r e l o y a l t i e s t o 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and c e r t a i n C h i e f s w i l l h o l d t h e i r l o y a l t y t o 
th o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h e r e f o r e you s t i l l remain t o be s p l i t and 
t h a t i s a s e r i o u s c o n c e r n o f mine. 
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CHIEF BILL ROBERTS: (Campbell R i v e r Band) 
We have t w e n t y - f o u r (24) p o i n t s on our 

demand t o be e n s h r i n e d i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . I wonder i f a l l 
p e o p l e a r e aware o f t h e t w e n t y - f o u r p o i n t s . I n A r t i c l e 11, 
o u r c o a s t a l I n d i a n s a r e r e l y i n g on c o m m e r c i a l f i s h i n g , t h a t 
A r t i c l e h a s n ' t been p r o p e r l y d e f i n e d , f o r t h e r i g h t s o f the 
c ommercial f i s h e r m e n . We want t o g i v e a p r o p e r d e f i n i t i o n on 
i t because our p e o p l e have a l o t o f i n v e s t m e n t i n t h e f i s h i n g 
f l e e t . I t s h o u l d be p r o p e r l y done t o be e n s h r i n e d i n t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

CHIEF BOB MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h Band) 
One o f the i t e m s on t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f 

C h i e f s i s t h a t t h e r e a r e o n l y two a r e a s t h a t a r e r e p r e s e n t e d , 
i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? South I s l a n d and t h e T a h l t a n N a t i o n . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band) 
W i t h the p r e s e n t I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s ? 

No, t h e r e a r e some o t h e r d i s t r i c t s t h a t a r e r e p r e s e n t e d . How 
i t happened t o us a t a c o n f e r e n c e i n Ottawa, we b r o ke o f f i n t o 
a caucaus, t h e B. C. d e l e g a t e s . Some o f us p i c k e d p e o p l e who 
w i l l s i t on the I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s , and o t h e r d i s t r i c t s 
d i d n ' t . That's how i t s t a r t e d . We c o u l d have been b e t t e r 
o r g a n i z e d i n r e g a r d s t o r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . There a r e some d i s 
t r i c t s t h a t a r e n ' t r e p r e s e n t e d , i t j u s t d e v e l o p e d t h a t way. 

CHIEF BOB MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h Band) 
I would j u s t l i k e t o make a comment. I t i s 

r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e D i s t r i c t s o r T r i b a l C o u n c i l s t o con
s i d e r p u t t i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n p l a c e because one o f t h e t h i n g s 
t h a t i s g o i n g t o happen i n terms o f t h e l e g a l c a s e , i s t h a t i f 
we a r e s u c c e s s f u l i n t h e l e g a l c a s e , n a t i o n a l l y , we have t o 
have a system o f g i v i n g c o n s e n t o r n o t g i v i n g c o n s e n t . R i g h t 
now we don't have a system. We've got t o c r e a t e t h a t i n s t i -
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t u t i o n so t h a t c o n s e n t can t a k e p l a c e . The o n l y body t h a t 
I can see i s the Assembly o f the F i r s t N a t i o n s as a whole 
c o l l e c t i v e o f a l l C h i e f s from a l l bands, b u t t h r o u g h o u t 
the two y e a r s t h a t t h i s whole p r o c e s s has been g o i n g a l o n g , 
each T r i b a l C o u n c i l has n o t p u t t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r w a r d 
so they don't know what i s happening, and i t make i t d i f 
f i c u l t t o work on the C o n s t i t u t i o n . The C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s 
i s w o r k i n g hard now a t t r y i n g t o get the C o n s t i t u t i o n t o 
g e t h e r . As the Union o f C h i e f s , I've been f u n c t i o n i n g as 
the n a t i o n a l e x e c u t i v e t o t h e N a t i o n a l I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d . 
Now t h a t ' s c o m p l e t e l y a d i f f e r e n t body, a body t h a t i s 
suppose t o d i s a p p e a r , and t h e C h i e f s Assembly i s suppose 
t o t a k e o v e r . We've s t a y e d r i g h t o u t o f t h e whole t h i n g 
and I've n o t g o t t e n i n t o any p o s i t i o n o f s a y i n g who i s 
r e p r e s e n t e d and who i s n o t r e p r e s e n t e d . I t h i n k t h a t onus 
f o r s e l e c t i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and making s u r e t h a t you a r e 
p a r t o f t h i s N a t i o n a l C h i e f s Assembly r e s t s w i t h t h e bands 
and t h e T r i b a l C o u n c i l , o r t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l . I t doesn't 
r e s t with- t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s because o f t h e 
problem t h a t we t a l k e d about. Some a r e a s a re n o t r e p r e s e n t e d 
i n t h e r e . That's t h e work t h a t you need t o do and i t f i t s 
r i g h t i n t o t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l work t h a t we're d o i n g . We 
have t o have a body o f some k i n d , a g o v e r n i n g system t h a t 
can make s u r e t h a t our c o n s e n t i s a c h i e v e d b e f o r e any k i n d 
o f changes, a r e made i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . That's v e r y im
p o r t a n t , and the o t h e r p a r t o f i t i s t o o . A t some p o i n t o f 
tim e we a r e g o i n g t o have t o d e v e l o p a n a t i o n a l g o v e r n i n g 
body t h a t f u n c t i o n s as a p r o t e c t o r a t e o f a l l o u r r i g h t s , 
and so on b o t h s i d e s f o r d o m e s t i c a f f a i r s and f o r i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s . I t ' s r e a l l y r e q u i r e d t h a t we s e t up t h e 
n a t i o n a l body t h a t r e g u l a t e s and r e p r e s e n t s p r o p e r l y . There 
has been a l o t o f c o m p l a i n t s about t h e N a t i o n a l I n d i a n 
B r o t h e r h o o d . I've been p a r t y t o t h o s e c o m p l a i n t s , t h e o n l y 
way we're g o i n g t o s o l v e t h a t problem i s f o r us t o make 
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sure t h a t we have our r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and we t a k e an i n t e r e s t 
i n i t so t h a t t h e body g e t s s e t up t h e way we want i t s e t up. 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band 
We've been j u s t a d d i n g t o what Bob i s s a y i n g . 

One o f t h e t h i n g s I f o r g o t t o m e n t i o n was t h a t t h e N a t i o n a l 
I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d seems t o be r u n n i n g i n t o f i n a n c i a l d i f f i 
c u l t i e s r i g h t " now because t h e y a r e d e f i c i t f i n a n c i n g and t h e r e 
was a l e t t e r s e n t out t o the I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s t h a t 
t h e r e i s no more f u n d i n g f o r any j o i n t m e e t i n g s . I t i s up t o 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l s o r t h e bands t o fund the I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f 
C h i e f s t o any m e e t i n g s . A t t h e l a s t c o u p l e o f m e e t i n g s , t h i s 
i s what t h e y s t a t e d . I know a l o t o f bands o r d i s t r i c t s 
don't have t h a t k i n d o f f i n a n c e s t o keep s e n d i n g p e o p l e back 
e a s t so i t i s r e a l l y shaky r i g h t now t h a t t h e r e i s no f i n a n 
c i a l b a c k i n g f o r t h e I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s . I r e a l l y 
f e e l t h a t we have t o g e t t h i s s t r u c t u r e s e t a t t h e n e x t Con
f e r e n c e . We c a n ' t c a r r y on as an I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s 
f o r a n o t h e r term. 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band) 
The r e a s o n we took the p o s i t i o n t h a t we had 

t o be r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e n a t i o n a l . l e v e l i n South I s l a n d was 
t h a t because we a r e always i n v o l v e d i n something a t home, 
whether i t i s a t t h e d i s t r i c t o r t h e p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l . I t i s 
i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e d i s t r i c t s i n B r i t i s h Columbia a p p o i n t , o r 
e l e c t p e o p l e t o t h o s e p o s i t i o n s . I c a n ' t see South I s l a n d 
g i v i n g up I t s p o s i t i o n , or i t s s e a t s , t o s i x r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . I would a l m o s t have t o go a g a i n s t t h a t 
c o n c e p t because t h a t means t h a t t h e p e o p l e t h a t we have 
r e p r e s e n t i n g us now would have t o be t a k e n o f f . I would urge 
the d e l e g a t e s , t h e d i s t r i c t s h e r e , t o e l e c t o r a p p o i n t some
one t o t h o s e s e a t s a t t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l . We worked h a r d a t 
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i t i n South I s l a n d . I t c o s t us money t o send p e o p l e , and I 
c a n ' t see us g i v i n g i t up now. I hope the o t h e r d e l e g a t e s 
from o t h e r d i s t r i c t s i n B r i t i s h Columbia do the same. Once 
you get i n v o l v e d a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l , and p e o p l e become 
c o n v e r s a n t a t t h a t l e v e l , i t makes our work more e a s i e r . I t 
makes b e i n g a C h i e f o r a D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e a l o t 
e a s i e r when you have o t h e r p e o p l e w o r k i n g i n y o u r d i s t r i c t 
t o c o v e r up p l a c e s you c a n ' t be a t . We c a n ' t be everywhere 
a l l the t i m e , we have t o s t a r t d e l e g a t i n g p e o p l e t o r e p r e s e n t 
us. I r e a l l y u r ge t h e o t h e r d i s t r i c t s t o do t h e same t h i n g 
because i f you d o n ' t do t h a t , you're n o t g o i n g t o know what 
i s g o i n g on. T h a t ' s why we d i d t h a t , so we c o u l d have p r o p e r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n and f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d t h e agendas as t h e y come 
ou t a t t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l . There a r e a l o t o f problems a t 
t h i s l e v e l , and u n l e s s we have p e o p l e r e p r e s e n t i n g u s , i t be
comes d i f f i c u l t t o t a k e p a r t i n m e e t i n g s , and I s u r e c a n ' t 
see g o i n g on w i t h t h e i d e a t h a t t h e r e w i l l be o n l y s i x 
p e o p l e r e p r e s e n t i n g B r i t i s h C olumbia. I t h i n k we have t o 
r e t a i n , and f i n d a way o f m a i n t a i n i n g t h e p e o p l e t h a t we p u t 
i n t o p o s i t i o n whether t h e y a r e e l e c t e d o r a p p o i n t e d , b u t I 
r e a l l y c a n ' t agree with, s i x p e o p l e r e p r e s e n t i n g us i n B r i t i s h 
Columbia. 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (.Cowichan Band) 
What you a r e s a y i n g , Tom, i s t h a t each 

d i s t r i c t s h o u l d have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a t t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l ? 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: (.T s a r t l i p Band) 
Yes. 

STEVEN POINT: What we have t o go t h r o u g h a t t h i s conven
t i o n , Tom, i s some k i n d o f mandate f o r t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , be 
i t one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from each d i s t r i c t , o r s i x . There needs 
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t o be some k i n d o f r e s o l u t i o n o r somet h i n g p u t f o r w a r d , 
e i t h e r t o the R e s o l u t i o n s Committee so t h a t i t can be 
c l a r i f i e d . I t ' s c e r t a i n l y g o i n g t o be c o n t e n t i o u s t h i s 
y e a r i f you go t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n w i t h o u t t h a t c l a r i f i e d , 
i t ' s g o i n g t o be j u s t ambiguous a t t h a t t i m e , as i t i s 
now. I n o t h e r words what I am s a y i n g i s t h a t i t might be 
recommended t h a t i t be p u t i n t o a r e s o l u t i o n form so t h a t 
i t c o u l d be b r o u g h t f o r w a r d f o r p o l i c y . 

GEORGE MANUEL: ( P r e s i d e n t ) 
You a r e t a l k i n g about an i s s u e t h a t s h o u l d 

have been d i s c u s s e d two o r t h r e e y e a r s ago. You a r e a t t h e 
e l e v e n t h hour t o be d i s c u s s i n g , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y , what needs 
t o be done. I j u s t want t o men t i o n my own e x p e r i e n c e i n r e 
l a t i o n t o what's h a p p e n i n g i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d . F o r 
i n s t a n c e , on March 21, 19 80, t h e Prime M i n i s t e r o f Canada, 
t h e F o r e s t r y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , a l l b i g 
companies o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , had made r e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o the 
C h i l e a n Government i n r e l a t i o n t o what i t needed i n terms o f 
f o r e s t r y . A l o t o f t h e l a n d s i n C h i l e b e l o n g e d t o I n d i a n 
p e o p l e , and as a r e s u l t o f t h a t a c t i o n , t h e C h i l e a n Government 
p r o c l a i m e d a b i l l i n w h i c h i t t e r m i n a t e d t h e Mapuchi I n d i a n s 
and t h e Canadian Government i s aware o f what's happening i n 
C h i l e . I t ' s aware o f what's h a p p e n i n g i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , 
and t h a t ' s what you a r e r e a l l y f a c e d w i t h . So t h e t e r m i n a t i o n 
t h a t we're b e i n g t h r e a t e n e d w i t h a t t h i s C o n f e r e n c e , and t o 
a l l t h e I n d i a n s o f B r i t i s h Columbia and a c r o s s Canada, has 
a l r e a d y t a k e n p l a c e i n 19 80 as f a r as t h e Mapuchi I n d i a n s o f 
C h i l e . T h e i r r e s e r v e s , were d i s s o l v e d , t h e i r r i g h t s were 
d i s s o l v e d t h r o u g h t h e P a r l i a m e n t o f C h i l e . That i s t h e p a t t e r n 
t h a t i s t a k i n g p l a c e i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d , b u t s p e c i 
f i c a l l y i t ' s r e l a t e d t o C h i l e and Canada. As f a r as t h e I n d i a n 
p e o p l e o f B r i t i s h C olumbia a r e c o n c e r n e d , you a r e s t i l l d i s -
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c u s s i n g t h e i s s u e o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n r i g h t a t 
t h e e l e v e n t h hour. Y e s t e r d a y , we got $12,000.00 c o l l e c t i o n 
from t h i s C o n f e r e n c e , and b e f o r e y e s t e r d a y we d i d n ' t have 
any money t o r e p r e s e n t B r i t i s h Columbia l e g a l l y . You have 
t o remember t h a t we have two p r o c e s s e s i n the Canadian 
system as w e l l b u t t h e I n d i a n s are not i n v o l v e d i n t h i s p r o 
c e s s a t a l l . We're e x c l u d e d t o t a l l y from t h i s whole p r o c e s s . 
We're n o t even r e p r e s e n t e d i n a n y t h i n g , and t h a t i s t h e 
p r i n c i p l e r e a s o n why we're t r y i n g t o get a l e g a l a c t i o n g o i n g 
i n the Chancery i n G r e a t B r i t a i n . The second t h i n g t h a t we 
have t o remember i s a n o t h e r l e g a l mechanism t h a t we can use 
i n E n g l a n d and t h a t i s t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l . F o r the f i r s t 
t i m e we have some bucks t o b e g i n p r o c e e d i n g because the r e a l 
p roblem t h a t we're f a c e d w i t h r i g h t now i s not t h e o r g a n i z a 
t i o n a l p r o b lem t h a t you a r e t r y i n g t o i d e n t i f y , t h a t ' s an o l d 
s t o r y . The r e a l i s s u e i s r i g h t now, t o d a y . Tomorrow our 
l a w y e r i s h a v i n g a m e e t i n g w i t h t h e A l b e r t a l a w y e r s t o t r y 
and r e s o l v e t h e p r o blem t h a t i s happening i n A l b e r t a among 
th e I n d i a n p e o p l e . The A l b e r t a p e o p l e have t h e i r share o f 
the money a l r e a d y i n E n g l a n d , b u t t h e i r b i g problem i s t h e 
i n t e r n a l problem o f how t h e y w i l l spend t h a t money i n E n g l a n d . 
We don't want t o get caught i n t h a t s i t u a t i o n because we have 
t o p r o c e e d w i t h t h a t l e g a l a c t i o n . And so i n d i s c u s s i n g w i t h 
t h e l a w y e r s , Roddick and Mandel, how t o r e s o l v e t h i s p roblem 
by t h i s a f t e r n o o n , I've i n s t r u c t e d L o u i s e Mandel t o p r o c e e d 
w i t h t h e c a s e . The Union has t h e mandate t o proceed w i t h i t 
and we c a n ' t a l t e r t h e G e n e r a l Assembly mandate which was 
g i v e n t o t h i s " o r g a n i z a t i o n l a s t O ctober 19 80. L o u i s e w i l l 
be g o i n g t o A l b e r t a , and h o p e f u l l y t h e y w i l l have r e s o l v e d 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l p r oblems, and w i l l be w i t h us. In any c a s e , 
i f t h ey c a n ' t r e s o l v e t h e i r p r oblems, we've got t o p r o c e e d 
w i t h the l e g a l case i n G r e a t B r i t a i n by n e x t week. T h i s i s 
what I t h i n k needs t o be d i s c u s s e d . We have done a l o t o f 
o r g a n i z i n g as some o f t h e d e l e g a t e s d i s c u s s e d y e s t e r d a y . We 
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have t o o r g a n i z e o u r s e l v e s , w i t h i n t h e framework o f t h e l e g a l 
a c t i o n t h a t we're p u r s u i n g both, i n t h e Chancery, and t h e 
P r i v y C o u n c i l . We've approached t h e R u s s e l l T r i b u n a l , and 
the S c o t t i s h p e o p l e o f G r e a t B r i t a i n a r e p r e p a r e d t o co
o p e r a t e w i t h us t o d e v e l o p c o u r t s t o h e l p t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e 
i n S c o t l a n d , because t h e S c o t t i s h p e o p l e have been d i s c r i m 
i n a t e d a g a i n s t by the E n g l i s h i n t h e v e r y way t h a t the 
I n d i a n s a r e d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t h e r e i n B r i t i s h C olumbia. 
That's what we s h o u l d be t a l k i n g about, t h e p o l i t i c a l 
p r o c e s s i s a n o t h e r i s s u e . We're t a l k i n g about Chancery, 
P r i v y C o u n c i l , R u s s e l l T r i b u n a l , S c o t l a n d i s p r e p a r e d t o 
s e t up a c o u r t i n S c o t l a n d , and t h e r e ' s t h e B r i t i s h MPs, 
t h e L o r d s , t h e I r i s h MPs, t h e R e p u b l i c o f I r e l a n d . That's 
what we've a l r e a d y g o t o r g a n i z e d , so you a r e way b e h i n d , 
when you a r e t a l k i n g about development, d e v e l o p i n g a l e g a l 
p r o c e s s o r a p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s because nobody c a r e d about i t 
up t o now. Trudeau i s g o i n g t o p a t r i a t e t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
w h i l e you a r e s t i l l t a l k i n g about i t here a t t h i s C o n f e r e n c e . 
Now as f a r as t h e p o l i t i c s i s c o n c e r n e d , we have a l r e a d y 
s e l e c t e d t h e p e r s o n who i s g o i n g t o handle t h e l e g a l s i d e w i t h 
t h e l a w y e r s , and we've s e l e c t e d t h e p e r s o n who w i l l h a n d l e 
the p o l i t i c a l s i d e o f i t . The l o b b y i n g t h r o u g h o u t Europe, 
t h e mechanism and t h e o p e r a t i o n has a l r e a d y been p u t i n 
p l a c e . I mentioned t o you y e s t e r d a y t h a t we have s e n t our 
o r g a n i z e r l a s t s p r i n g , who has been w o r k i n g a l l summer. 
J u s t one month ago, we s e n t a bunch o f our own women who 
have been l o b b y i n g i n e v e r y c o u n t r y i n Europe. I t ' s a s t r o n g 
l o b b y . S i x t e e n p e o p l e a r e a l r e a d y w o r k i n g . There has been 
much s u c c e s s a l r e a d y i n Europe. We a r e g o i n g t o g e t a l o t 
o f c o - o p e r a t i o n . Wayne C h r i s t i a n s h o u l d have t a l k e d about 
t h i s . We have p e o p l e from F r a n c e t h a t a r e p r e p a r e d t o co
o p e r a t e w i t h u s , t h e r e ' s p e o p l e from A u s t r i a , H o l l a n d , Germany, 
Denmark, S w i t z e r l a n d , I t a l y , Sweden, a l l t h e s e o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 
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a r e p r e p a r e d t o s u p p o r t us. These a r e t h e t h i n g s we s h o u l d 
be t a l k i n g about a t t h i s C o n f e r e n c e , t o move ahead. As a 
m a t t e r o f f a c t , a l l we need i s a c t i o n and the a c t i o n i s 
a l r e a d y h e r e . On November 1, our p e o p l e a r e t r a v e l l i n g t o 
a l l t h e s e c o u n t r i e s I j u s t d e s c r i b e d . We're g o i n g t o p r o 
ceed w i t h the l e g a l a c t i o n i n G r e a t B r i t a i n . We haven't 
d e c i d e d e x a c t l y what our t i m i n g i s g o i n g t o be because 
t i m i n g i n p o l i t i c s i s i m p o r t a n t . I t ' s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e 
c o u r t proceed two o r t h r e e days a f t e r t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
E x p r e s s a r r i v e s i n E n g l a n d . The C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s w i l l 
have t r a v e l l e d a l l t h e c o u n t r i e s w h i c h I d e s c r i b e d , and t h e 
momentum o f p u b l i c i t y s h o u l d be overwhelming because we're 
g o i n g t o get a l o t o f immediate s u p p o r t from a l l t h e s e 
c o u n t r i e s . I t h i n k we're g o i n g t o have our p e o p l e , t h r e e 
t o f i v e hundred, t r a v e l l i n g w i t h u s . T h i s i s a l l a r r a n g e d 
and o r g a n i z e d . What we r e a l l y need a t t h i s time i s t o 
p r o c e e d . Now I'm d e s c r i b i n g t h e s t r a t e g y , I s h o u l d n ' t be 
b u t t h i s i s the p l a n . There i s a h e l l o f a l o t o f work 
t h a t has been done t h r o u g h o u t B r i t i s h Columbia, on t h e many 
r e s e r v e s , who a r e concerned about t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

CHIEF MIKE LEECH: ( . L i l l o o e t Band). 
I c o u l d v e r y w e l l u n d e r s t a n d what George 

has been s a y i n g . I wan't h e r e y e s t e r d a y , b u t b e f o r e I g e t 
i n t o d i s c u s s i n g t h e n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , a t t h i s t i m e I 
would l i k e t o commend the C h i e f s o f t h e L i l l o o e t a r e a f o r 
c o n t r i b u t i n g $5,000.00. That was good news t o me when I 
h e a r d i t i n L i l l o o e t . Even though i t says i n t h e paper t h a t 
t h e L i l l o o e t I n d i a n Band c o n t r i b u t e d $5,000.00, i t i s a c t u a l l y 
t h e L i l l o o e t D i s t r i c t I n d i a n C o u n c i l . T h i s D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l 
i s made up o f seven bands. I t ' s good t o g e t the news t h a t i t 
was the band. J u s t t o c l a r i f y t h a t , I would l i k e a t t h i s 
t i m e t o make a c o n t r i b u t i o n from t h e L i l l o o e t I n d i a n Band, 
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f r o m our own d o l l a r s , n o t government d o l l a r s , our h a r d e a r n e d 
d o l l a r s , $2,000.00 from th e L i l l o o e t I n d i a n Band, towards t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . A t t h i s t i m e , I would l i k e t o back 
up what George i s t a l k i n g about, as f a r as the n a t i o n a l con
f e r e n c e s a r e c o n c e r n e d . There i s n ' t t h a t much p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
r e a l l y from p e o p l e . I t h i n k we a r e t a l k i n g about s i x o r t e n 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . I n t i m e i t w i l l grow. R i g h t now I t h i n k we 
s h o u l d j u s t l e a v e i t i n t h e hands o f t h e p e o p l e , and see what 
happens down the r o a d , and d i s c u s s t h i s f u r t h e r a t a n o t h e r 
t i m e . When we do go t o t h e s e n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s I r e p r e s e n t 
t h e L i l l o o e t Band, and t h e r e s t o f t h e C h i e f s r e p r e s e n t t h e i r 
bands. I n t ime I t h i n k t h e r e w i l l be a system b u t t h e immed
i a t e c o n c e r n i s t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . I would j u s t l i k e 
t o make I t c l e a r t h a t we d i d pass a m o t i o n and t h a t i t was 
m y s e l f t h a t moved i t : 'whereas t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s 
c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e membership wants t h e l e a d e r s h i p 
t o oppose the p a t r i a t i o n o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , whereas the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s P o t l a t c h h e l d i n Kamloops, B. C , 
March 27 - 29, 1981, a l s o c l e a r l y r e - i n s t a t e d t h a t p o s i t i o n , 
t h e r e f o r e be i t r e s o l v e d t h a t the U nion o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s 
c o n t i n u e t o pursue t h e o b j e c t i v e s o u t l i n e d i n t h e r e s o l u t i o n s 
u n a n i m o u s l y p a s s e d a t t h e G e n e r a l Assembly o f 1980', s t a t i n g 
t h e U nion o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s use whatever p o l i t i c a l and 
l e g a l means n e c e s s a r y t o s t o p t h e p a t r i a t i o n o f t h e C o n s t i t u 
t i o n as proposed by t h e F e d e r a l Government. I t h i n k t h a t ' s 
what we a r e h e r e f o r and I t h i n k we s h o u l d c a r r y on w i t h i t . 
Thank you. 

GEORGE HARRIS: (Ghemainus Band). 
I j u s t wanted t o r e s p o n d a l i t t l e b i t t o 

what our P r e s i d e n t George Manuel has s a i d . I don't know how 
anybody e l s e f e l t b u t I f e l t I was g e t t i n g a l e c t u r e . I was 
h e a r i n g a r e p o r t t h a t I t h i n k as a s u p p o r t i n g member o f t h e 
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Union o f C h i e f s , I s h o u l d have g o t t e n b e f o r e t o d a y . I 
r e a l l y r e s p e c t George, I v o t e d f o r him i n t h e l a s t e l e c 
t i o n , t h e l a s t t i m e I v o t e d f o r a P r e s i d e n t . The i s s u e 
o f money t h a t was r a i s e d y e s t e r d a y , t o me was a new 

i s s u e . That was t h e f i r s t t i m e I h e a r d i t . I don't know, 
I am not a l a z y C h i e f , I know what's g o i n g on p o l i t i c a l l y . 
I a t t e n d a l l t h e meetings i n South I s l a n d , b u t t h a t , I 
depend on our l e a d e r s t o do t h e j o b f o r us. T h a t ' s t h e way 
most I n d i a n p e o p l e a r e , we're p r e t t y c o n t e n t p e o p l e , b u t 
t h e r e ' s an i s s u e now, the C o n s t i t u t i o n woke up a whole 
bunch o f p e o p l e , and t h o s e p e o p l e t h a t woke up e a r l i e r , got 
a head s t a r t . And I t h i n k i t ' s up t o t h o s e guys t o b r i n g 
t h e r e s t a l o n g . I t h i n k t h a t t h e i s s u e was b e i n g d i s c u s s e d 
about r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n B. C. and i t i s g o i n g t o be an 
i s s u e , as f a r as I'm c o n cerned anyway. I t i s g o i n g t o be a 
j o b f o r t h e new E x e c u t i v e t h a t we're g o i n g t o choose today 
t o t r y and work w i t h t h e o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o ensure t h a t 
B. C. i s w e l l r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . I 
agree w i t h George t h a t t h e work i s a l r e a d y s t a r t e d , r e p r e 
s e n t a t i o n i s j u s t a m a t t e r o f homework, n o t h i n g i s g o i n g t o 
s t o p , t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s i s g o i n g , t h e c o u r t b a t t l e s 
a r e g o i n g . They a r e not g o i n g t o s t o p because we don't have 
p r o p e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n n a t i o n a l l y , and t h a t ' s j u s t a m a t t e r 
o f homework, I t h i n k we s h o u l d g e t on t o t h e r e s t o f t h e 
b u s i n e s s . 

CHIEF WAYNE CHRISTIAN; (Spallumcheen Band) 
Mr. Chairman, I've had a h a r d t i m e w i t h 

t h i s Assembly, w i t h t h e d i s c u s s i o n s t h a t have been t a k i n g 
p l a c e , I t h i n k I've s a t back t o o l o n g . One o f t h e r e a s o n s 
t h a t my mind i s n o t h e r e i s t h a t we j u s t had a d e a t h q u i t e 
r e c e n t l y i n our community o f a young man. He was o n l y 
f o u r t e e n y e a r s o l d , and t h e y b u r i e d him today a t 10:00 a.m. 
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U s u a l l y I'm a t t h e g r a v e s i d e t o speak on b e h a l f o f t h e 
f a m i l y and t h a t young man, whoever goes I n t o t h e S p i r i t 
w o r l d , b u t I wasn't, I am h e r e . I guess my mind's been 
w i t h the f a m i l y i n my community, b u t now I t h i n k I woke 
up a f t e r l i s t e n i n g t o George. I don't v i e w him as l e c 
t u r i n g u s , I view i t as a d v i c e , he's an E l d e r . 

I have a h a r d time w i t h the N a t i o n a l 
C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s , w i t h the N a t i o n a l I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d , 
even w i t h t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . A few y e a r s ago, the govern
ments were t o o q u i c k t o fund i t , t o f e e d money i n t o i t , t o 
make i t grow and d e v e l o p i n t o what t h e y wanted t o see. 
They took away from us t h a t a b i l i t y t o c o n t r i b u t e t o the 
work t h a t had t o be done. There a r e o l d p e o p l e here who 
remember when t h e y used t o g a t h e r monies a t d i f f e r e n t 
meetings t o send d e l e g a t e s t o Ottawa, even i n t o London, 
back i n t h e 1800's and t h e 1920's. We d i d t h a t on our 
own, and we're d o i n g t h a t once more w i t h t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
E x p r e s s . I r e a l l y b e l i e v e t h a t no m a t t e r what happens, 
t h i n g s have t o change. We're t a l k i n g about c h a n g i n g an 
a t t i t u d e o f a p e o p l e t h a t have been o p p r e s s e d , and put down 
f o r so l o n g . They l i k e t o r i d e a l o n g w i t h the Government 
and say t h a t ' s f i n e , w e ' l l go a l o n g w i t h t h e Government. 
We p r e s e n t paper a f t e r paper t o t h e Government s a y i n g t h i s 
i s what we want, t h i s i s what we need t o s u r v i v e . And what 
happens I n our communities? I b e l i e v e r i g h t now the i n d i 
c a t o r i s a h i g h number o f s u i c i d e s t a k i n g p l a c e among our 
young men and young women. That's how bad t h i n g s a r e i n 
our communities. And we s i t h e r e and t a l k about o r g a n i z a 
t i o n s . Sure they a r e good, you t a l k about the b u r e a u c r a t i c 
t h i n g s we have t o t a k e c a r e o f , and t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 

programs. What a r e t h o s e programs d o i n g f o r our p e o p l e ? 
E v e r y t h i n g we e v e r p r e s e n t e d t o the Government, t h e y hand 
us d o l l a r s t o d e v e l o p programs, t o h i r e p e o p l e t o do t h i n g s . 
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We s h o u l d be d o i n g w i t h o u t money. The C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s , 
t h e I n d i a n C h i l d Caravan was an e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e p e o p l e ' s 
w i l l t o s u r v i v e . We- d i d i t on our own. There was a l o t o f 
h a r d work. P e o p l e came out o f t h e woodwork, t h e y were n e v e r 
i n v o l v e d b e f o r e i n terms o f t h e p o l i t i c s , i n terms o f t h e i r 
own l i v e s o f becoming i n v o l v e d . When we were a t B e l l a C o o l a 
f o r t h e P o t l a t c h , t h e f i r s t one t h e y h e l d i n t h a t community 
f o r s i x t y - f i v e y e a r s , I admired t h e courage o f t h e H e r e d i t a r y 
C h i e f , and what he d i d when he p u l l e d t h a t s u r v e y p i n , he's 
e x e r c i s i n g h i s s o v e r e i g n r i g h t t o h i s l a n d t h a t we always 
t a l k about. That i s t h e k i n d o f t h i n g s we have t o t e l l i n 
Europe, what we're t a l k i n g about i s t h e t i t l e o f our l a n d . 
We s h o u l d n ' t be t a l k i n g about programs, about o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
we s h o u l d c a r r y f o r w a r d t h e work o f our f o r e f a t h e r s and our 
a n c e s t o r s i n t h e d e c l a r a t i o n s t h e y made f o r the number o f y e a r s 
b e h i n d u s . That's what we have t o t a k e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , and I 
t e l l you t h o s e governments i n Europe a r e s e r i o u s about m e e t i n g 
w i t h us. I j u s t r e c e i v e d word t h i s m o rning t h a t W i l l i e B r a n t 
o f Germany i s p r e p a r e d t o meet w i t h us and d i s c u s s t h e s e i s s u e s . 
T hat's a p r e t t y h i g h p r o f i l e p e r s o n . So what good i s t h i s 
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s , t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , 
t h e N a t i o n a l I n d i a n B r o t h e r h o o d , g o i n g t o do f o r u s , i f t h e y 
implement l e g i s l a t i o n , t h e y ' l l t a k e away our r e s e r v e s , l i k e 
t h e y d i d i n C h i l e , as I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r was 
i n v o l v e d i n t h a t p r o c e s s . What are we g o i n g t o do, what a r e 
t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s g o i n g t o do f o r us? Develop a program t o 
r e c o v e r our l a n d ? So I t e l l you, i t i s a r e a l h a r d s t r u g g l e . 
Of a l l t h e good works and a l l t h e words t h a t have been spoken 
o v e r t h e l a s t t h i r t e e n y e a r s s i n c e t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n was d e v e l 
oped o r implemented, t h e problems w o u l d n ' t e x i s t i n t h e com
mu n i t i e s , t h a t e x i s t now. We had t h e a b i l i t y t o a c t , and n o t 
t a l k , our p e o p l e would be s t r o n g , our young wouldn't have t o 
f e e l so n e g l e c t e d because we don't l o o k a f t e r them, we make 
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them f e e l n e g l e c t e d because we don't l i s t e n t o them. I f 
a l l t h o s e words were put I n t o a c t i o n , t h e r e wouldn't be no 
need t o t a l k about o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o get t o g e t h e r t o f i g h t 
f o r r i g h t s because our p e o p l e would be e m p h a s i z i n g t h o s e 
r i g h t s i n t h e communities, t h e y would know why t h e y a r e 
e x e r c i s i n g them. So I b e l i e v e t h a t i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h o s e 
t y p e s o f t h i n g s s t a r t happening i n t h e communities because I 
know t h e Government i s g o i n g t o come down h a r d on us. They 
have a l r e a d y . J u s t an i n s t a n c e t h a t I ' l l g i v e you. I went 
t o a P o t l a t c h i n G i l f o r d I s l a n d , and the RCMP were h a r r a s s i n g 
t h o s e b o a t s t h a t were t a k i n g p e o p l e over t h e r e . They f i n e d 
a c o u p l e o f t h e men on t h o s e s k i p p e r s , something l i k e 
$2,00.0.00. f o r h a v i n g no l i f e j a c k e t s . I f you remember back 
when t h e y o u t l a w e d t h e P o t l a t c h , t h e y d i d t h e same t y p e o f 
a c t i v i t i e s , t h e y a r e b e g i n n i n g a g a i n . We have t o t h i n k about 
tho s e k i n d o f t h i n g s because I know what's g o i n g t o happen. 
They t a l k o f e q u a l i t y i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . They're g o i n g t o 
make us Can a d i a n , they a r e g o i n g t o make us conform t o t h e i r 
system, t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o say we don't need any l a n d s , you buy 
i t l i k e everybody e l s e does. Those a r e t h e k i n d s o f t h i n g s 
we s h o u l d be d i s c u s s i n g and t a l k i n g about. L i k e I s a i d 
y e s t e r d a y , whether we can s t o p t h e p a t r i a t i o n o r n o t , we've 
got t o t h i n k s e r i o u s l y about d e v e l o p i n g a r e a l movement o f 
the p e o p l e , n o t j u s t i s o l a t e t h e l e a d e r s h i p and say ' t h a t ' s 
t h e man t h a t ' s r e s p o n s i b l e . ' The p e o p l e have t o become i n 
v o l v e d because t h a t i s our s t r e n g t h . I've seen t h o s e young 
pe o p l e a t t h e P o t l a t c h e s and g a t h e r i n g s we h e l d t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e P r o v i n c e become e x c i t e d about b e i n g I n d i a n , b e i n g a b l e 
t o s i n g a song, the C o n s t i t u t i o n song. Maybe t h e y don't 
have, t h a t i n t h e i r communities b u t a t l e a s t t hey can under
s t a n d t h a t t h e y a r e g o i n g t o c o n t r i b u t e . That's i m p o r t a n t 
t o them. So we have t o s e r i o u s l y t h i n k about t h a t . L i k e 
o u r t r i p a c r o s s the w a t e r s i s g o i n g t o be d i f f i c u l t . I t ' s 
g o i n g t o be t i r i n g , b u t our work i s r e a l l y g o i n g t o b e g i n 
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when we come back h e r e and t h e Government s t a r t s becoming 
heavy-handed w i t h us. There's no o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h e w o r l d 
t h a t can s t o p t h a t , i t ' s g o i n g t o have t o happen i n t h e 
communities and you're g o i n g t o have t o d e v e l o p your p e o p l e 
t o be s t r o n g p e o p l e i n t h e c o m m u n i t i e s . The Union o f B. C. 
I n d i a n C h i e f s , t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s , a r e not g o i n g 
t o h e l p you p e o p l e , y ou're g o i n g t o have t o h e l p y o u r own 
p e o p l e as C h i e f s , and as p e o p l e o f y o u r community. That's 
whats i m p o r t a n t . A l l t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e w o r l d , w i t h 
t h e i r programs, the Government w i t h t h e i r programs, a r e n o t 
g o i n g t o s t o p t h e h i g h a l c o h o l i s m r a t e , t h e y a r e n o t g o i n g 
t o s t o p t h e h i g h s u i c i d e r a t e i n our c ommunities. I t ' s when 
you s t a r t g i v i n g t h o s e p e o p l e some s e l f - r e s p e c t and s e l f -
c o n f i d e n c e , and f e e l i n g t h a t b e i n g I n d i a n i s someone t o be 
proud, and t h a t t h e y have r i g h t s t h a t s h o u l d be p r o t e c t e d and 
f o u g h t f o r , t h a t ' s when you a r e g o i n g t o s t o p t h o s e problems 
i n your community. Thank you. 

GEORGE MANUEL: (P r e s i d e n t ) . 
J u s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n , i n 1980, I w&§. com

m i s s i o n e d t o go t o C h i l e , t h a t ' s how I know. I was commissioned 
by t h e I n t e r - C h u r c h o f Canada and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o combat 
r a c i s m . On t h a t b a s i s , I was i n v i t e d as one o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o m missioners t h a t went t o C h i l e . I had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y as a 
commissioner t o meet w i t h t h e I n d i a n s , t h e Mapuche I n d i a n s o f 
C h i l e . The p o v e r t y t h e r e i s u n b e l i e v a b l e . There a r e a l o t o f 
p e o p l e t h a t a r e s t i l l poor i n B r i t i s h Columbia and Canada, b u t 
i n C h i l e i t i s worse. I n s p i t e o f t h a t , t h e message t h a t I was 
g e t t i n g was t h e i r r e s e r v e s had been t a k e n away. C h i l e a l s o has 
r e s e r v e systems. They l o s t t h e i r r e s e r v e s . There i s no such 
t h i n g as I n d i a n s , a l l t h e I n d i a n s a r e C h i l e a n s . A l l the r e s e r v e s 
have been e l i m i n a t e d as r e s e r v e s , t h e y have t o pay t a x e s on them. 
That's what we're f a c e d with.. I d i d two r e p o r t s i n C h i l e as a 
Commissioner from t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and Canada. One r e p o r t was 
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done by the I n t e r - C h u r c h , o r g a n i z a t i o n s . So t h e r e p o r t was 
done by a l l o f us. I t i s i n t h e form o f a book, and i t ' s 
d i s t r i b u t e d t h r o u g h o u t Canada. I don't know i f any o f you 
have seen i t . I a l s o w r o t e a r e p o r t about t h e Mapuche 
s i t u a t i o n and how t h e I n d i a n s i n C h i l e are f a c i n g t h e same 
k i n d o f g e n o c i d e as t h e I n d i a n s o f Canada. And I was t e l l i n g 
t h e I n d i a n s o f C h i l e t h a t we're f a c e d w i t h t h e same k i n d o f 
a s s i m i l a t i o n problems i n Canada. 

CHIEF WILSON BOB: (Nanoose Band) 
F i r s t o f a l l , a g a i n I would l i k e t o thank 

George Manuel f o r t h e work he's done f o r us i n t h e p a s t and 
t h e work Im s u r e h e ' l l c o n t i n u e t o do f o r us i n t h e f u t u r e . 
I would a l s o l i k e t o g i v e my r e s p e c t s t o Wayne f o r h i s e f f o r t s 
and what I do now have t o say i s t h a t i n s p i t e o f a l l t h e i r 
e f f o r t s , we s t i l l have t o s e t t l e o ur i s s u e s i n t h e P r o v i n c e o f 
B r i t i s h Columbia i n r e g a r d t o our I n d i a n p e o p l e and our 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . We s t i l l have t o work w i t h t h e s e p e o p l e . They 
a r e p e o p l e who have mandates w i t h i n t h e i r own o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
We s i t here as t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s s u p p o r t i n g 
our mandate, and p r e s e n t l y our mandate i s t o send a group t o 
England i n r e g a r d s t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . I w h o l e h e a r t e d l y 
s u p p o r t i t , o t h e r w i s e I may n o t have g i v e n my $20.00 - c o n t r i 
b u t i o n towards t h i s e f f o r t . But t h e whole t h i n g s t i l l 
r e m a i n s , we a r e f a c e d w i t h o t h e r p e o p l e i n t h i s P r o v i n c e who 
have mandates. And i t means t h a t our f u t u r e l e a d e r , our 
P r e s i d e n t and E x e c u t i v e , and t h e Union o f C h i e f s , have t o be 
p r e p a r e d t o work and open t h e doors t o t h e o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
R e g a r d l e s s o f how you p u t i t , t h a t p r o b lem i s t h e r e . I t ' s 
l i k e b u i l d i n g a n i c e home, f o r a l l o f us t o be e n t h u s i a s t i c , 
t o go out t h e r e and b u i l d t h a t home on sand, b u t when you a r e 
g o i n g t o l i v e i n i t , t h e r a i n w i l l wash i t up, you w i l l have 
no f o u n d a t i o n . That's what the example can be i f you don't 
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p u l l t o g e t h e r i n t h e P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h C o lumbia. A l l o f 
t h i s can c o l l a p s e under you, so we have t o open our doors and 
work w i t h a l l o f t h e p e o p l e t o r e a l l y s e c u r e our e f f o r t s h e r e . 
W i t h t h a t I would j u s t l i k e t o say I s t a n d by what I say and 
r e a l l y s u p p o r t o ur e f f o r t s i n r e g a r d s t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
E x p r e s s , b u t i t s t i l l r e mains t h a t we have a problem h e r e a t 
home. 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band). 
I guess George p u t us on t r a c k a g a i n . Our 

c o n c e r n , as put by our l a w y e r s y e s t e r d a y , t h a t we have t o r a i s e 
more money, t o ens u r e t h a t t h e o t h e r b a t t l e t h a t we l a u n c h 
a f t e r t h e f i r s t one i s ens u r e d by t h e p e o p l e o f B r i t i s h Columbia. 
I c a n ' t see us g o i n g p a r t ways i n t h i s m a t t e r , we have t o go a l l 
t h e way now. That's why we, i n South I s l a n d , have been s e n d i n g 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o t h e v a r i o u s m e e t i n g s , t o make s u r e t h a t o t h e r 
p e o p l e don't i n t e r f e r e w i t h what's g o i n g on i n B r i t i s h Columbia. 
We want t o make s u r e t h a t p e o p l e don't i n t e r f e r e on the p o s i t i o n 
we took a t t h e F i r s t N a t i o n a l C h i e f s C o n f e r e n c e i n Ottawa. And 
t h a t p o s i t i o n t - h a t we took was t h a t we would n ot a l l o w t h e 
Government o f Canada t o p a t r i a t e t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n w i t h t h i n g s 
t h a t we dp n o t agree w i t h . That was the p o s i t i o n we took two 
y e a r s ago, and t h a t ' s s t i l l t h e p o s i t i o n we're t a k i n g t o d a y , i t 
h a s n ' t changed. The o n l y problem we have i s t h a t o t h e r p e o p l e , 
l i k e W i l s o n p o i n t e d o u t , have o t h e r mandates. There a r e p e o p l e 
i n t h i s P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h Columbia t h a t p r e p a r e d documents 
s i g n e d , have t a l k e d t o t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s o f f i c e , and t h e y 
a g r e e w i t h the I n d i a n Government B i l l t h a t i s g o i n g t o be i m p l e 
mented on us p r e t t y soon. I n o u r a r e a we send o t h e r p e o p l e t o 
r e p r e s e n t us so t h a t we don't g e t l e f t b e h i n d i n our work, and 
t h a t we see what i s hap p e n i n g . I have a mot i o n h e r e , Mr. 
Chairman, i f I am p e r m i t t e d . 
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MOTION # : ( C h i e f Tom Sampson, Wesley Sam) 
I move t h a t the Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , the 
new E x e c u t i v e , as o f t h i s a f t e r n o o n , a f t e r t h e 
e l e c t i o n s , be i m m e d i a t e l y mandated t o s e t up a 
t r u s t fund t h a t w i l l c o v e r t h e c o s t s o f the c o u r t 
i n B r i t a i n . 
CARRIED. 

STEVEN POINT: I t was d u l y moved and seconded t h a t t h e 
new E x e c u t i v e be mandated t o s e t up a t r u s t fund s p e c i f i c a l l y 
t o r a i s e t h e $250,000.00 t o c o v e r t h e c o u r t c o s t s , t h e second 
phase i n terms o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band} 
I f I may e l a b o r a t e on t h a t now f o r a minute. 

The r e a s o n f o r t h i s , my f e l l o w C h i e f s and D e l e g a t e s , i t i s not 
v e r y much money t h a t we're a s k i n g f o r , I t h i n k i t comes t o 
maybe about $4.00, $5.00, o r $10.00 a t t h e most f o r each p e r s o n 
t h a t b e l o n g s t o t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , o r anybody e l s e who w i s h e s t o 
j o i n us. I t won't c o s t more t h a n $10.00 each, i t ' s n o t v e r y 
much money i n terms o f what we a r e f i g h t i n g , so i f the p e o p l e 
o f B r i t i s h Columbia and the new E x e c u t i v e i m m e d i a t e l y s e t up 
t h i s t r u s t fund and get the i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e v i l l a g e s so 
t h a t we can s t a r t p u t t i n g our money where o u r mouth i s . I 
t h i n k t h a t i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t we do t h a t . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: (Cowichan Band) 
I would j u s t l i k e t o r e s pond t o the p r e v i o u s 

s t a t ements made by George and Wayne, and t h e o t h e r s . I r e s p e c t 
t h e i r views b u t I was asked by t h i s Assembly t o make a r e p o r t 
and t h a t ' s t h e r e a s o n why we're t a l k i n g about th e n a t i o n a l 
s t r u c t u r e , and I would l i k e t o say t h a t i t ' s f i n e t o say t h a t 
we can go on as i n d i v i d u a l bands b u t , i f i t wasn't f o r t h e Union 
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o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , you w o u l d n ' t have t h i s forum t o u n i t e 
f o r any one cause. I n d i v i d u a l bands are j u s t l i k e t h r e a t s , 
i f you p u t t h o s e t h r e a t s t o g e t h e r , i t becomes a rope and g e t s 
s t r e n g t h and I t h i n k t h a t ' s what we have t o do w i t h our 
p a r t i c u l a r cause. I f we don't have t h a t s t r e n g t h and u n i t y , 
we're g o i n g t o be knocked o f f one by one and we won't have 
any more r e s e r v e s . That's why I f e e l we s h o u l d have a n a t i o n 
a l s t r u c t u r e . I t ' s been f r u s t r a t i n g f o r me t o be on the 
I n t e r i m C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s f o r two c o n v e n t i o n s . I've got a 
f u l l - t i m e j o b as C h i e f a t t h e band l e v e l , and I've s a c r i f i c e d 
t h a t t o d e v o t e my time t o t r y and u n i t e us on a n a t i o n a l 
l e v e l . That i s t h e r e a s o n I am w o r k i n g on t h i s and I hope 
t h a t i t w i l l become a r e a l i t y as o f n e x t A p r i l . That's my 
response t o the- c r i t i c i s m about the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s . 

GEORGE MANUEL: (.President) 
I t ' s n o t a c r i t i c i s m , i t ' s j u s t t h a t we 

want t o move with, t h e a c t i o n t h a t has t o be done. The sug
g e s t i o n t h a t Tom Sampson has i s . v e r y e n c o u r a g i n g . There i s 
work t o be done, and from t h e names y e s t e r d a y , t h e r e were some 
p r e t t y good heavy d o n a t o r s w h i c h we acknowledged. We a l s o 
acknowledge everybody t h a t d onated t o t h i s c o n f e r e n c e . P e o p l e 
who f e e l t h a t t h e y s t i l l have o t h e r d o n a t i o n s t h e y want t o 
make, we a r e h a v i n g a T e l e t h o n s t a r t i n g noon on S a t u r d a y u n t i l 
7:00 p.m., a p p e a l i n g t o t h e p u b l i c t o donate funds f o r t h i s 
purpose. R o s a l e e , I would l i k e you t o g e t some o f the p e o p l e 
o r g a n i z e d and t a k e t h e names, a d d r e s s e s and t e l e p h o n e numbers 
o f everybody I n t h i s c o n f e r e n c e who a r e p r e p a r e d t o make dona
t i o n s . They may n o t have money a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e , b u t t h e y 
can send t h i s d o n a t i o n , maybe p l e d g e s as a r e s u l t o f t h i s 
r e s o l u t i o n t h a t Tom Sampson i n t r o d u c e d . I would l i k e t h a t more 
c l e a r so we can p r o c e e d w i t h t h a t r e s o l u t i o n . That i s a v e r y 
I m p o r t a n t one. Thank you. 
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STEVEN POINT: J u s t a p o i n t o f i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e T e l e t h o n 
i s g o i n g t o be b r o a d c a s t o v e r CFRO - FM, d i a l 102.7. 

CHIEF BILL ROBERTS: (Campbell R i v e r ) -
When I came t o t h i s c o n f e r e n c e , I wasn't 

aware o f the money t h a t was g o i n g t o be d i s c u s s e d . L e t ' s do 
i t i n a p r o p e r manner. L e t ' s make i t i n budget form so we 
know where the money i s g o i n g , how much we r e q u i r e , t o p u t i n . 
No doubt the p e o p l e i n B. C. w i l l a l l want t o do the same 
t h i n g . Perhaps we c o u l d make an assessment f o r t h e p e o p l e . 
That i s the p r o p e r way t o do i t . There a r e ov e r 50,000 
I n d i a n s i n B. C. We have been t a l k i n g about A l b e r t a and a l l 
t h e money t h a t t h e y have, o v e r f i v e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n t r u s t 
f u n d s . With the 19% i n t e r e s t t h e y g e t on t h i s money, th e y a r e 
n o t g i v i n g v e r y much t o us. I t ' s a l l i n t e r e s t money they a re 
g i v i n g us. I f we go s h o r t maybe we c o u l d borrow money from 
them, t o make t h a t money a v a i l a b l e r i g h t away. I r e a l i z e 
what George has s a i d i s not news t o me, I know what has been 
g o i n g on. How many o f us i n t h i s room know what has been 
g o i n g on? I don't t h i n k t h e r e i s v e r y much u n d e r s t a n d i n g on 
the t r i p t o E n g l a n d . The o t h e r bands t h a t have been approached, 
as t h e r e c e n t s p e a k e r has emphasized, we have t o i n v o l v e t h e 
o t h e r p e o p l e . The o t h e r p e o p l e a r e w e l l - c o n d u c t e d , t h e y l i s t e n 
t o r e a s o n . I am g l a d we have b r o u g h t t h i s money m a t t e r up. 
T h i s i s t h e o n l y way we c o u l d f i g h t now, the words o f o u r 
lawyers; i s a l l t h a t i s g o i n g t o h e l p us. L e t ' s make a budget, 
see what we're g o i n g t o spend, so we a r e a b l e t o p u t our 
hands i n our p o c k e t and do our s h a r e . I am w i l l i n g t o do my 
s h a r e , and so a r e my p e o p l e . T h i s i s the f a i r e s t way t o do i t . 

O Now I ' l l come t o the C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . 
The M i n i s t e r o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s went t o Kamloops r e c e n t l y , i n 
v i t e d by t h e Kamloops R e g i o n a l D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l . I n Munro's 
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P r e s s Statement, he s a i d t h a t our p e o p l e are. o n l y w a s t i n g 
t h e i r time g o i n g t o Europe, t h a t we d i d n ' t have t o go. They 
s a i d t h a t o ur r i g h t s a r e a l r e a d y c o v e r e d i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
on t h e B i l l o f R i g h t s . A f t e r t h e P r e s s S t a t e m e n t , I d i d n ' t 
see no feedback from u s , c r i t i c i z i n g Munro f o r what he s a i d . 
I t i s t i m e we do t h a t . I t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r us t o go t o 
Eng l a n d t o f i g h t w i t h t h e commitment t h a t has been made. I 
am v e r y happy w i t h what has been done. Perhaps l a t e r on we 
make a v o t e o f c o n f i d e n c e from t h e p e o p l e t h a t have been 
w o r k i n g h a r d , t o show t h a t we agree on what has been done. 
I would l i k e t o make a m o t i o n t h i s a f t e r n o o n i n t h a t r e g a r d , 
a v o t e o f c o n f i d e n c e f o r George and company, who have been 
d o i n g v e r y w e l l t o d e f e n d o ur r i g h t s . 

STEVEN POINT: A r e you make a m o t i o n B i l l , f o r a v o t e o f 
c o n f i d e n c e t h i s a f t e r n o o n ? 

MOTION # : ( C h i e f Tom-.Sampson, Andy Thomas). 
I move t o a c c e p t C h i e f Dennis A l p h o n s e s ' r e p o r t on the 
terms: o f t h e n a t i o n a l 'committee. 
CARRIED. 

STEVEN POINT: I am g o i n g t o c a l l l u n c h b r e a k , i t i s 
12:30. p.m. I would l i k e t o reconvene a t 1:30 p..m., r a t h e r 
than 1:00. p.m. because o f the f a c t t h a t we have n o t h e a r d 
e i t h e r r e p o r t t h i s m o r n i n g , and t h a t i s t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
Bob Manuel's r e p o r t on C o n f i d e n t i a l F e d e r a l Documents. 

There i s g o i n g t o be a s p e c i a l t a b l e s e t 
up f o r a l l the E l d e r s . C o u l d a l l t h e C h i e f s o f F r a s e r E a s t 
D i s t r i c t p l e a s e meet f o r a few minutes d u r i n g lunch, hour, w i t h 
B i l l W i l l i a m s . The N o r t h E a s t Region w o u l d l i k e t o have a 
me e t i n g as w e l l , on t h e e l e c t i o n s . 
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ELDER WILFRED SYLVESTER: A f t e r n o o n P r a y e r . 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band). 
My dear f r i e n d s , my r e l a t i v e s , our grand

f a t h e r i s t a l k i n g t o us t o d a y . He i s t a l k i n g because o f t h e 
way we spoke t h i s morning. He i s a s k i n g us t o be o f one mind, 
to have a s t r o n g mind. He i s a s k i n g us n o t t o use h a r d and 
sharp words w i t h each o t h e r because he says we w i l l have t o 
l e a v e t h i s b u i l d i n g sometime, and when we l e a v e we must l e a v e 
here a t peace with, one a n o t h e r . He's c a u t i o n i n g us t h a t we 
must be o f one mind, and we must be u n i t e d i n t h i s s t r u g g l e , 
i n t h i s f i g h t f o r the b e t t e r m e n t o f our c h i l d r e n , and t h o s e 
c h i l d r e n t o come. He i s a s k i n g us t o j o i n hands i n t h i s 
s t r u g g l e , t o s t a n d t o g e t h e r u n i t e d and h o l d each o t h e r up, 
not p u s h i n g . He's a s k i n g us. t o be v e r y c a r e f u l w i t h each 
o t h e r because i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t we s u p p o r t and l o o k a f t e r 
each o t h e r . He became con c e r n e d about t h i s because o f the 
way we s t a r t e d our d e l i b e r a t i o n s j u s t b e f o r e we broke f o r 
l u n c h . He f e l t i t was n e c e s s a r y t o once a g a i n t a l k t o us. 
Our g r a n d f a t h e r who speaks a t our T r i b a l C o u n c i l m e e t i n g s , 
always s i t s w i t h us t o g i v e us guidance when we 'young p e o p l e ' 
as he c a l l s u s , because we have the tendency sometimes t o 
walk too f a s t and we f o r g e t t h e p e o p l e who a r e b e h i n d us. He 
has asked us many tim e s t o s l o w down, t o make s u r e t h a t what 
we a r e g o i n g t o do i n t h e f u t u r e i s r i g h t f o r our c h i l d r e n . 
Our g r a n d f a t h e r has asked us. today t o do t h i s so t h a t when we 
l e a v e t h i s m e e t i n g , and when we a r e f i n i s h e d t a l k i n g our 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s with, one a n o t h e r , because he says t h i s i s a v e r y 
b i g and i m p o r t a n t m e e t i n g f o r us. And he wants the p e o p l e , 
a l l o f us who a r e r e p r e s e n t i n g our v i l l a g e s , t o be o f one 
mind, t o be s t r o n g , and t o make s u r e t h a t we h o l d hands and 
s u p p o r t each, o t h e r as we walk t h i s j o u r n e y and s t r u g g l e f o r 
our r i g h t s . T h i s i s the message our g r a n d f a t h e r l e f t u s . 
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STEVEN POINT: I have one p l e a s a n t d u t y t o p e r f o r m 
b e f o r e I t u r n t h e C h a i r o v e r t h i s a f t e r n o o n t o P h i l i p P a u l . 
I have been asked t o r e q u e s t Mr. R o b e r t Andy t o come f o r 
ward p l e a s e . 

MR. ROBERT ANDY: Thank you S t e v e n . I want t o thank E l d e r 
W i l f r e d f o r t h o s e words t h a t he has l a i d down f o r us. I am 
a C o u n c i l l o r i n my r e s e r v e . I've been s i t t i n g back t h e r e 
l i s t e n i n g f o r t h e p a s t day and a h a l f . I am i m p r e s s e d by 
some o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t have been s a i d , b u t some o f t h e t h i n g s 
t h a t i : h e a r a l s o makes me sad. I t h i n k our E l d e r s a i d i t 
r e a l l y w e l l . I t h i n k o ur t e a c h i n g s t e l l u s , and o u r t e a c h e r s 
are. our E l d e r s . I h e a r d t h a t mentioned by a young man h e r e , 
C h i e f Wayne C h r i s t i a n . We have t o r e s p e c t t h e word o f t h e 
E l d e r because he has l i v e d t h r o u g h t h i s whole c r i s i s . He has 
l i v e d many y e a r s f i g h t i n g f o r t h o s e same t h i n g s we a r e t a l k i n g 
about t o d a y . I can remember my g r a n d f a t h e r t a l k i n g about t h e 
same t h i n g s , and l i e was 1CT5 y e a r s o l d when he d i e d . I t r e a l l y 
makes me sad t h a t we a r e s t i l l t a l k i n g about i t t o d a y . The 
most I m p r e s s i v e t h i n g t h a t I've seen today was t h e w i l l i n g n e s s 
t o c o n t r i b u t e t o a cause t h a t we a l l s h a r e . Our E l d e r s a i d 
t h a t we must work i n harmony, t h e v e r y t h i n g t h a t t h e C r e a t o r 
p u t us on e a r t h f o r . He always t o l d us t o work i n harmony 
w i t h e v e r y t h i n g t h a t has been l a i d down here f o r us. He a l s o 
s a i d be c a r e f u l i n y o u r d e l i b e r a t i o n s , I ' l l use t h a t word, 
when you make t h a t s t e p be s u r e i t i s t h e r i g h t one. Be c a r e 
f u l when you make t h a t s t e p because i f you a r e g o i n g t o f a l l , 
maybe we w o u l d n ' t g e t up anymore. What I see today i s one o f 
t h e v e r y c r i t i c a l s t e p s t h a t we have t o t a k e . L e t us t a k e 
t h a t s t e p t o g e t h e r l i k e our E l d e r s a y s . Wherever I've gone, 
we've h e l d hands t o make t h a t u n i t y , i n a c i r c l e , t o make us 
s t r o n g as I n d i a n p e o p l e . I have h e a r d many ti m e s t h a t we a r e 
s t r o n g because we a r e I n d i a n p e o p l e . There a r e a l o t o f f a c e s 
h e r e t h a t I do n o t know, b u t t h e y a r e my b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s . 
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We must a c t as b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s , and my word t o you today 
i s ' l e t ' s walk t o g e t h e r as I n d i a n p e o p l e . L e t us w i n t h i s 
v i c t o r y as I n d i a n p e o p l e , and w i n i t t o g e t h e r ' . Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: I want t o thank Sam, Tom and W i l f r e d f o r 
the words o f wisdom t h a t have come f o r w a r d . I t c e r t a i n l y i s 
t h e i r j o b , t h e i r p r e r o g a t i v e , t h e i r r i g h t , t o make s u r e t h a t 
t h i n g s a r e c a r r i e d on i n a r e s p e c t f u l manner, i n a way con
g r u e n t t o our c u l t u r a l p a s t . A n o t h e r a s p e c t o f any I n d i a n 
g a t h e r i n g i s t h e f o o d t h a t was p u t o u t e v e r y d a y , the meal 
t h a t you have been e a t i n g e v e r y day i s c o n t r i b u t e d by t h e 
B e l l a C o o l a p e o p l e . T h e i r E l d e r i s 7 6 y e a r s o l d . L a s t week 
was h i s b i r t h d a y , and he's been c o n d u c t i n g the e f f o r t s i n the 
k i t c h e n . I have a l i s t h e r e o f a l m o s t t h i r t y p e o p l e who have 
been c o n t i r u b i t n g t h e i r time and t h e i r f o o d t o t h e Assembly 
i n o r d e r t o send some o f the p e o p l e t h e y have t o Eng l a n d . 
They bro u g h t t h e f o o d , p r e p a r e d i t , t h e y a r e v o l u n t e e r i n g 
t h e i r time as t h e i r p a r t i n terms o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n f i g h t . 
I want you t o r e c o g n i z e the e f f o r t s o f t h e s e p e o p l e , show 
them your g r a t i t u d e . 

R obert Andy, S r . , Rose Ann Andy, B i l l y Andy, V a l Mack, 
V i c k y S i w a l l a s , P e t e r S i w a l l a s , K e i t h P o o t l a s s , Genny 
Andy, A l i a s Andy, N o e l P o o t l a s s , C e l i n a Mack, B e a t r i c e 
Schooner, Ray Edgar, Jemima Schooner, A l i c e Webber, 
Mary Snow, Warren Snow. 

There a r e so many names. Anyone t h a t has worked i n t h e k i t c h e n , 
c o u l d we show them our a p p r e c i a t i o n p l e a s e . 

J u s t two announcements, a band has come 
fo r w a r d w i t h , a p l e d g e o f $1,00:0.00. I was j u s t i n f o r m e d t h a t 
t h e Hope Band has b r o u g h t i n t h e i r cheque f o r $1,00 0.00 t h a t 
t h e y p l e d g e d y e s t e r d a y . I am n o t g o i n g t o be here w i t h you 
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t h i s a f t e r n o o n . I hope t h a t I can be h e r e w i t h you tomorrow 
morning. I have t o t u r n t h e C h a i r o v e r t o P h i l i p P a u l . 

PHILIP PAUL: (South I s l a n d ) . 
E l d e r W i l f r e d wants S t e v e t o s t a y , i f we 

g e t a round o f a p p l a u s e f o r S t e v e , h e ' l l s t a y . 

CHIEF VICTOR ADOLPH: ( F o u n t a i n Band) 
F i r s t , I w i s h you a l l t o admire th e f a c t 

t h a t we a r e s t i l l a l l t o g e t h e r . I o n l y come by when i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y , I s t a y a t home m o s t l y . I am a f i g h t e r , n o t a 
q u i t t e r . I know t h a t George i s a l o n g t i m e f i g h t e r f o r t h e 
c ause. We s h o u l d r e s p e c t what he has done, and what he w i l l 
do. I t i s a h a r d l i n e f i g h t w i t h the b u r e a u c r a c y . Once i n a 
w h i l e you have t o s i t back and l o o k a t t h e whole s i t u a t i o n , 
I t h i n k our E l d e r h e r e w i l l t e l l you. He s i t s back and sees 
where our y o u t h a r e g o i n g . We must c a r r y on, and where i s t h e 
c o urage g o i n g t o come from, b u t from our y o u t h . I n t h e 
Assembly t o d a y , you see much y o u t h . We w i l l c a r r y on. 

P H ILIP PAUL: (Chairman). 
Thank, you, C h i e f V i c t o r A d o l p h . B e f o r e we 

g e t underway, I would j u s t l i k e t o t a k e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
thank our b i g C h i e f h e r e on my l e f t f o r f i n a l l y j o i n i n g u s . 
We've been s e n d i n g him s i g n a l s f o r t h e l a s t day and a h a l f . 
C h i e f R i c h a r d Malloway i s no s t r a n g e r t o our I n d i a n e f f o r t s . 
I was j u s t t e l l i n g E l d e r W i l f r e d he was an o l d man a l r e a d y 
when I f i r s t g o t i n v o l v e d , and he's s t i l l h a n g i n g i n t h e r e and 
l o o k i n g v e r y w e l l . I would j u s t l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e t o you one 
o f our C h i e f s and E l d e r , C h i e f R i c h a r d Malloway. 

What I would l i k e t o do i s get. on w i t h the 
Agenda as. I t i s l a i d o u t , u n l e s s I am i n s t r u c t e d o t h e r w i s e . 
The. n e x t l a s t i t e m on t h e Agenda b e f o r e t h e e l e c t i o n s i s t h e 
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i n t r o d u c t i o n o f C o n f i d e n t i a l F e d e r a l Documents by the C a r i b o o 
T r i b a l C o u n c i l . C h i e f Bob Manuel. And i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g 
t h a t , we w i l l get i n t o t h e e l e c t i o n s , and t h e n i n t o t h e 
Workshops. I know t h a t everyone i s w a i t i n g t o g e t t o t h i s 
p o i n t . I don't t h i n k we s h o u l d s e t i t o f f any l o n g e r . 

CHIEF BOB MANUEL: ( N e s k a i n l i t h Band). 
What's b e i n g d i s t r i b u t e d now a r e a number 

o f d i f f e r e n t documents t h a t have been secured.by d i f f e r e n t 
means. The o b j e c t o f h a v i n g t h e s e documents c i r c u l a t e d i s t o 
r e v e a l i n a t o t a l sense how t h e F e d e r a l Government i s making 
moves on a t t e m p t i n g t o e x t i n g u i s h our l a n d s and our r i g h t s as 
I n d i a n p e o p l e . One o f t h e documents r e l a t e s t o b r i e f i n g 
m a t e r i a l on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n and t h a t ' s a C a b i n e t document 
t h a t was p r e p a r e d by b u r e a u c r a t s e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r c o n c e r n about 
th e I n d i a n movement, h a v i n g an e f f e c t on t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a r e n a . I n reading that document, you will note that t h e F e d e r a l 
Government is primarily concerned about its image, world image, 
as opposed to the kind of things that the issues bring forward. 
They a r e concerned about our p e o p l e i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l a r e n a 
b r i n g i n g up t h e economic s i t u a t i o n , e d u c a t i o n , b r i n g i n g up 
such, m a t t e r s as unemployment, and t h e number o f our p e o p l e t h a t 
a r e i n p e n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t they have a con
c e r n from t h a t , the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l f i g h t t h a t we a r e engaged 
i n . They a r e t r y i n g t o a b a t e , i n any way p o s s i b l e , and t h e y 
are. a n a l y z i n g what our moves might be and how t o c o u n t e r t h o s e 
moves. I n t h a t document t h e y a r e t a l k i n g about and g i v i n g 
a d v i c e t o t h e Prime M i n i s t e r on t h e k i n d o f a c t i o n s t h a t t h e y ' d 
t a k e t o n e u t r a l i z e our i n t e r n a t i o n a l work. 

An o t h e r document i s ' N a t i v e s and t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ' , which i s an a n a l y s i s o f a l l the d i f f e r e n t p o s i 
t i o n s . Somebody i n t h e F e d e r a l Government has a n a l y z e d a l l 
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the d i f f e r e n t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p o s i t i o n s , a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s 
p o s i t i o n s , and c l a i m s p o s i t i o n s o f e v e r y o r g a n i z a t i o n a c r o s s 
Canada. Sometimes we t h i n k t h a t t h e F e d e r a l Government does 
n o t have a c l e a r i d e a o f what i t i s we're a s k i n g f o r , b u t i n 
t h a t document, when I r e v i e w e d i t , i t seems l i k e t h e y have a 
b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f what we're a f t e r t h a n a l o t o f us. 
I know I've been d o i n g a l o t o f w r i t i n g and t r y i n g t o p u t 
i n t o p e r s p e c t i v e what I see f o r t h e f u t u r e . A l o t o f l e a d e r s 
have been d o i n g t h a t . But t h a t documents s p e l l s i t o u t more 
c l e a r l y t h a n any t h a t I have been a b l e t o do. So t h e r e ' s no 
excuse on t h e F e d e r a l Government's s i d e i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g what 
we a r e s a y i n g i n terms: o f our r i g h t s . They s p e l l i t o ut 
c l e a r l y . They u n d e r s t a n d t h a t we want l a n d and r e s o u r c e s , 
t h e y know we want r e s o u r c e s based on t h e amount o f t a x a t i o n 
and r o y a l t i e s and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . They know t h a t we want 
ou r I n d i a n Governments enhanced. I t i s v e r y c l e a r , t h e y under
s t a n d t h a t . The o t h e r p a r t o f i t i s f o r y o u r eyes o n l y . I t 
i s a C a b i n e t Document t h a t one a n a l y z e s how the F e d e r a l Govern
ment i s l o o k i n g a t t h e P r o v i n c i a l Government and t h e i r arguments 
and how they a r e g o i n g t o c o u n t e r t h e P r o v i n c i a l Governments. 
I t ' s a l l a s t r a t e g y , t h e y a r e a n a l y z i n g what moves t h e P r o v i n 
c i a l Government i s g o i n g t o make, and how they a r e g o i n g t o 
c o u n t e r t h o s e moves. I f th e y do t h i s , o r do t h a t , how a r e we 
g o i n g t o n e u t r a l i z e t h a t movement, how a r e we g o i n g t o o u t -
maneouvre them. When I f i r s t s t a r t e d s a y i n g t h e s e t h i n g s , I 
was r e a l l y amazed, and s t a r t e d t o r e a l i z e a l l t h e backroom work 
t h a t i s done by b u r e a u c r a t s t o t r y and out-maneouvre o t h e r 
b o d i e s . 

Then t h e r e i s a n o t h e r document r e l a t e d t o 
f i s h e r i e s . They a r e a n a l y z i n g t h e by-laws, and t h e power o f 
the by-laws t h a t a r e made by bands. And i n t e r e s t i n g l y enough 
when you l o o k a t t h e one on t h e b y l a w s , i t i s v e r y c l e a r t h a t 
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t h e y have c o n c l u d e d t h a t band bylaws superceded P r o v i n c i a l 
law and even F e d e r a l law. What they a r e t r y i n g t o do i s 
d i s c u s s an e f f o r t t o t r y and make encompassing l e g i s l a t i o n 
t o n e u t r a l i z e the f i s h i n g bylaws t h a t a r e i n e x i s t e n c e and 
any o t h e r f u t u r e one t h a t may come i n t o b e i n g . 

A n o t h e r one i s a s e c r e t document on 
Membership, amendments t o t h e I n d i a n A c t i n r e l a t i o n t o 
Membership. There's a l a r g e a r e a i n t h a t document t h a t c o u l d 
be d i s c u s s e d and d e b a t e d . But t h e r e a r e two b a s i c ones w h i c h 
a r e o f p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n , one more so t h a n th e o t h e r one. 
One i s i n r e l a t i o n t o r e s i d e n c y r i g h t s . I n the document, t h e 
s t a t u s and n o n - s t a t u s q u e s t i o n has been a v e r y e m o t i o n a l k i n d 
o f d i s c u s s i o n t h a t has gone on o v e r t h e y e a r s , and a l o t o f 
p r e s s u r e s t h a t have been a p p l i e d . F i n a l l y the p r e s s u r e s got 
a p p l i e d r i g h t t o t h e Human R i g h t s Commission o f t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s and t h e i r r u l i n g was t h a t the A c t i s d i s c r i m i n a t o r y . 
I t i s a v e r y e m o t i o n a l i s s u e b u t i t seems t h a t the Department 
o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s i s u s i n g i t t o promote t h e i r own p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e r e s t s and t h e i r own g o a l s i n v i s i o n e d f o r I n d i a n p e o p l e . 
I n t h e r e s i d e n c y s e c t i o n t h e r e needs t o be a n a l y z i n g done t o 
d e t e r m i n e whether what they a r e t a l k i n g about i n t h a t document, 
f i r s t o f a l l , i s r e - i n s t a t i n g a l l t h o s e women t h a t have l o s t 
t h e i r s t a t u s as a r e s u l t o f m a r r i a g e . That's what t h e y a r e 
t a l k i n g about, and p r o p o s i n g l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t would make i t 
so t h a t no I n d i a n p e r s o n would e v e r l o s e t h e i r s t a t u s i n t h e 
f u t u r e , and a l s o t h a t n o n - I n d i a n s would never g a i n s t a t u s as 
a r e s u l t o f m a r r i a g e . However, the n o n - I n d i a n spouse would 
g a i n b o t h r e s i d e n c y r i g h t s and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . Now t h e 
framework o f what t h o s e r e s i d e n c y r i g h t s means i s something 
t h a t has t o be a n a l y z e d and d e t e r m i n e d . But i n terms o f p o l i 
t i c a l r i g h t s , t h a t ' s a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a o f c o n c e r n because i n 
p o l i t i c s , I had always assumed t h a t s t a t u s encomapassed w i t h i n 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . Now we're f i n d i n g t h a t t h e F e d e r a l Govern-

. . . . 127 



- 127 -

ment i s removing t h e p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s p a r t o u t o f i t , and 
s e p a r a t i n g i t from s t a t u s - and membership. B a s i c a l l y , what 
t h a t would mean i s t h a t t h e n o n - I n d i a n spouses would have 
the r i g h t t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n management o f t h e r e s e r v e s i n 
terms o f d e c i s i o n s , v o t i n g , and a l s o r u n n i n g f o r o f f i c e as 
C h i e f and C o u n c i l l o r s . That's t h e p a r t I t h i n k we have t o 
r e a l l y a d d r e s s and c o n c e r n o u r s e l v e s w i t h . I t ' s c o n c e i v a b l e 
i n t h a t k i n d o f s i t u a t i o n t h a t some o f our bands c o u l d end 
up w i t h t o t a l l y n o n - I n d i a n C h i e f s and C o u n c i l l o r s . I t p r o 
v i d e s an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s 
t o do some m a n i p u l a t i n g w i t h i n t h e r e s e r v e s . There a r e a l l 
k i n d s o f s e r i o u s i m p l i c a t i o n s t o i t . We have t o ad d r e s s 
t h a t v e r y c a r e f u l l y . 

The o t h e r document i s t h e ' I n d i a n Govern
ment B i l l ' t h a t i s b e i n g p r o posed by t h e M i n i s t e r . B a s i c a l l y , 
as I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t B i l l , t h e y a r e t a l k i n g about m u n i c i p a l i z i n g 
our bands. As w e l l , t h e y a r e a l s o t a l k i n g about p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s f o r n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e b u t t h e y a r e a t t a c k i n g i t f rom a 
d i f f e r e n t v e i n . I n t h i s one t h e y a r e c o n s i d e r i n g e x t e n d i n g 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s t o n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e who l i v e w i t h i n r e s e r v e s 
such as p e o p l e who l e a s e l a n d , o r o p e r a t e b u s i n e s s e s w i t h i n 
t h e r e s e r v e , meaning t h a t t h o s e p e o p l e would be i n v o l v e d i n 
the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g o f t h e community, as w e l l as b e i n g a b l e t o 
run f o r o f f i c e . The o t h e r m a t t e r t h a t ' s b e i n g d i s c u s s e d i n 
the I n d i a n Government B i l l i s t h e m a t t e r o f t a x a t i o n w i t h i n 
r e s e r v e s . There have been meetings g o i n g on whereby t h e P r o 
v i n c i a l Government has been i n v o l v e d , and what t h e P r o v i n c i a l 
Government's p o s i t i o n has- been i s t h a t i f t h e r e i s g o i n g t o be 
t a x a t i o n i n t h e bands, t h e y d o n ' t want t o see t h e bands r e c e i v e 
power o v e r t a x a t i o n o f n o n - I n d i a n b u s i n e s s e s t h a t a r e l o c a t e d 
w i t h i n r e s e r v e s . They say t h e y w i l l o n l y a l l o w t h a t t o happen 
i f bands w i l l f u n c t i o n as agents o f t h e P r o v i n c e ' t o c o l l e c t 
t h e P r o v i n c i a l t a x e s . A l l p e o p l e i n t h e community have t o be 
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t r e a t e d e q u a l , t h a t means t h a t t a x a t i o n would be extended t o 
our p e o p l e as w e l l as t h e n o n - I n d i a n b u s i n e s s o p e r a t i o n s , and 
n o n - I n d i a n l e a s e h o l d e r s i n t h e community. Th a t ' s a n o t h e r 
way t h e y a r e moving t o break, down our r e s e r v e s i n t e r n a l l y . 

The o t h e r document w i l l be a comprehensive 
c l a i m s p o l i c y , and i n t h a t comprehensive c l a i m s p o l i c y , the 
s t r a t e g y i s o u t l i n e d on how t o d e a l w i t h I n d i a n p e o p l e . 
L o u i s e a d d r e s s e d t h a t b r i e f l y y e s t e r d a y and t h e o n l y mandate 
t h a t t h e M i n i s t e r has t o d e a l w i t h , c l a i m s i s on t h e b a s i s o f 
e x t i n g u i s h m e n t . That's th e o n l y mandate from C a b i n e t t h a t he 
has. He has t o e x t i n g u i s h r i g h t s , and t h e y've got a whole 
s t r a t e g y f o r m u l a t e d on how t o n o t d e a l w i t h p r o v i n c i a l a s s o c i a 
t i o n s , o r t r i b a l groups. They've got a whole s t r a t e g y o u t 
l i n e d and o n l y t o d e a l with, t h o s e s o - c a l l e d r e s p o n s i b l e bands 
who a r e r e a d y t o d e a l w i t h e x t i n g u i s h m e n t . I t i s s p e l l e d out 
v e r y c l e a r l y i n t h o s e documents. I don't know what the Assem
b l y w i l l want t o do w i t h t h e s e . I do know t h a t i n terms o f 
our C o n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u g g l e , t h e r e i s a system i n p l a c e , i t ' s 
moving and i t ' s t a k i n g on t h a t f i g h t , and i t i s b r o a d e n i n g . 
I don't t h i n k i t ' s e v e r been i n t e n s e on t h e p a r t o f the 
F e d e r a l Government, as i t i s r i g h t now. They a r e coming from 
a l l d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f f r o n t s , t h e y ' v e got a l l k i n d s o f f i r e s 
and i r o n s i n the f i r e t o t r y and e a t away and e x t i n g u i s h our 
r i g h t s . We've a l l got t o be aware o f i t . The b a s i c r e a s o n 
f o r d i s t r i b u t i n g t h i s I n f o r m a t i o n i s so t h a t as many o f our 
p e o p l e as p o s s i b l e a r e aware o f the k i n d o f moves t h a t a r e 
b e i n g made because t h e r e i s a need f o r leadership on a l l f r o n t s 
and i n a l l q u a r t e r s . These k i n d o f t h i n g s , we've j u s t got t o 
a c t on and we've got t o s t a r t on a number o f f r o n t s . R i g h t now, 
we have t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s as a f r o n t , t h e Con
s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s i s a n o t h e r f r o n t , the Concerned A b o r i g i n a l 
Women seems t o have s t a y e d t o g e t h e r as some k i n d o f a u n i t , 
and they a r e a l s o a n o t h e r f r o n t . W e ' l l need many more f r o n t s 
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if we're going to be able to counter the moves of the Federal 
Government. We've got t o a c t q u i c k l y , and we've g o t t o ex
e r c i s e . The q u e s t i o n t h a t we r e a l l y need t o ad d r e s s i s how 
a r e we g o i n g t o s u p p o r t , b u i l d up and e x e r c i s e o ur l e a d e r 
s h i p as C h i e f s , as a C h i e f s movement t o b a t t l e t h e F e d e r a l 
Government on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n and on a l l t h e s e d i f f e r e n t 
i s s u e s . That's t h e r e a l q u e s t i o n t h a t I t h i n k we've got t o 
ge t a h a n d l e on and g e t ahead o f . I know a l o t o f t h i n g s have 
happened s i n c e t h e l a s t C h i e f s Assembly. There's been a l o t 
o f a c t i o n . We've g o t t e n a l i t t l e b e h i n d , and some o f our 
p e o p l e have g o t t e n a l i t t l e b i t ahead o f us. I don't t h i n k 
t h e r e ' s any need f o r shame i n t h a t r e s p e c t , we're l e a d e r s and 
I t h i n k i t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r us t o f i n d the means and ways o f 
g e t t i n g o u t t h e r e so t h a t we're r e a l l y o u t i n f r o n t i n a l l 
t h e s e s t r u g g l e s . I f we can a d d r e s s t h e s e q u e s t i o n s b e f o r e the 
end o f t h e Assembly, w e ' l l r e a l l y have a c c o m p l i s h e d something. 
T h a t ' s a l l I have i n terms o f i n t r o d u c t i o n . I wasn't g o i n g t o 
go I n t o any d e t a i l . We wanted t o g i v e an i n t r o d u c t i o n . I t 
w i l l p r o b a b l y t a k e q u i t e a b i t o f time t o a n a l y z e and r e v i e w , 
b u t I t h i n k a l l o f us have s t a f f i n our D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s , our 
T r i b a l C o u n c i l s , b u t i t w i l l g i v e an o v e r a l l p i c t u r e o f a l o t 
o f t h e d i f f e r e n t f r o n t s t h a t t h e Department and t h e F e d e r a l 
Government has a g a i n s t us. Not a l l o f them, t h e y are S t i l l 
p r i n t i n g , b u t a l l t h e ones I r e f e r t o w i l l be i s s u e d t o you 
b e f o r e t h e end o f t h e day. 
PHILIP PAUL: A r e t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s from the C o n v e n t i o n 
f l o o r t o Bob on any o f t h e s e m a t t e r s , o r any s t a t e m e n t s ? I f 
t h e r e a r e none, I would l i k e t o thank Bob f o r h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n . 
I would l i k e t o c a l l upon t h e E l e c t i o n s Committee t o come f o r 
ward p l e a s e . 

CLO ASTROFF: The p r o c e d u r e f o r e l e c t i o n s t h a t we a r e 
g o i n g t o f o l l o w t h i s y e a r i s as f o l l o w s , as was r u l e d t h i s 
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morning. We will be following the convention of this Assembly 
i n h a v i n g each band r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , t h e C h i e f o r an a l t e r n a t e , 
e n t i t l e d t o one v o t e , and e a c h D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e would 
be e n t i t l e d t o one v o t e . R o s a l e e T i z y a w i l l have the b a l l o t s 
a v a i l a b l e f o r the N o r t h e r n and C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r R e g i o n s ; M i l l i e 
P o p l a r w i l l have the b a l l o t s f o r the C o a s t a l and the Southwest 
R e g i o n s . Each p e r s o n e l i g i b l e from t h e C o a s t a l Region w i l l 
r e c e i v e one b a l l o t t o v o t e f o r P r e s i d e n t and one b a l l o t f o r 
R e g i o n a l V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ; each r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from the Southwest 
Region w i l l o n l y g e t one b a l l o t f o r P r e s i d e n t as t h e i r R e g i o n a l 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t was d e c l a r e d by a c c l a m a t i o n y e s t e r d a y . On t h e 
b a l l o t s : you mark an 'X1 i n the box b e s i d e t h e name o f the c a n d i 
d a t e you w i s h t o v o t e f o r , and t h e boxes w i l l be s i t u a t e d on 
t h i s t a b l e . A f t e r i t i s marked you p l a c e t h e b a l l o t i n t o t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e box. The r u l e s s t a t e t h a t each c a n d i d a t e who i s 
nominated, and whose name appears on a b a l l o t , may have one 
p e r s o n p r e s e n t when the c o u n t i n g o f the b a l l o t s t a k e s p l a c e . 
I f t h e c a n d i d a t e s w i s h t o a p p o i n t a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , they c o u l d 
i n t r o d u c e themselves t o me b e f o r e t h e e l e c t i o n i s over and t h e 
b a l l o t boxes a r e t a k e n away. That i s the p r o c e d u r e we're g o i n g 
t o f o l l o w , u n l e s s I've m i s s e d something. I f t h e r e a r e n ' t any 
q u e s t i o n s , maybe we c o u l d have a c o u p l e o f minutes t o g e t 
o r g a n i z e d . 
(ELECTIONS TAKING PLACE AT THIS TIME.) 

PHILIP PAUL: I hav e n ' t h e a r d a n y t h i n g from the E l e c t i o n s 
Committee y e t , so w h i l e we a r e w a i t i n g f o r m t h e ^ we're g o i n g t o 
c a l l on M a r i e M a r u l e . She's asked f o r a b i t o f t i m e t o speak 
t o you, o r address you on t h e World C o u n c i l o f Indigenous 
P e o p l e . She i s the C h i e f A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f the World C o u n c i l 
o f I n d i g e n o u s P e o p l e . 
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MARIE MARULE: (.Chief Administrator, W. C. I. P.). 

Ladies' and gentlemen, I ask. indulgence 
for just a few minutes. 

I want to mention the World Council of 
Indigenous Peoples which has been operating for the l a s t s i x 
years which was founded at a conference i n Port Alberni, 
B r i t i s h Columbia, i n 19-75. We struggled f o r the l a s t few 
years to become established, and I think t h i s l a s t year we've 
established ourselves more firmly than i n the past. 

We recently completed our Third General 
Assembly i n Canberra, A u s t r a l i a , i n A p r i l t h i s year. I t was 
a very successful gathering. I t reaffirmed a l l the p r i n c i p l e s 
that your people are f i g h t i n g f o r , and more l i k e ourselves 
a l l over the world are f i g h t i n g for. I t c l e a r l y established 
the commonality of our s i t u a t i o n s , be i t Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
A u s t r a l i a , B r a z a i l , New Zealand, or Scandinavia, our people are 
faced with, the same s i t u a t i o n and that Is people want our lands 
and our resources, and they don't care what happens to us. 
We developed common objectives, we reaffirmed a s o l i d a r i t y as 
people, we reaffirmed our wish and desire to maintain our 
people, as people, to protect our future, to have the r i g h t to 
decide our future. We worked as cl o s e l y as we could with the 
Indians, organizations, Chiefs i n Canada who are f i g h t i n g the 
p a t r i a t i o n of the Canadian Constitution. We've played our role 
In t r y i n g to establish, contact with various governments, and 
opening doors at the United Nations. One of the s i g n i f i c a n t 
things Is In the United Nations, the economic and s o c i a l con
sul is: p r i m a r i l y divided into two sections. The Human Rights 
Section and the section that deals with p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s , 
decolonization and trusteeships. We have been pushed towards 
dealing with, i n d i v i d u a l Human Rights and dealing with our 
rights as Indian people. As minority r i g h t s , and not as rights 
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of sovereign people which the other section of the economic 
and s o c i a l c o n s u l d e a l s w i t h , and t h a t i s t h e r i g h t o f pe o p l e 
t o d e c o l o n i z a t i o n . The r i g h t o f pe o p l e t o a s p e c i a l s t a t u s 
p r o t e c t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , g i v i n g them the r i g h t t o d e v e l o p 
t h e i r own governments and t o d e c i d e themselves whether they 
w i s h t o be absorbed by a n o t h e r n a t i o n , o r whether t h e y want 
t o t a l independence. T h i s i s t h e a r e a i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i 
t i c s we have n o t been g i v e n a c c e s s t o p r e v i o u s l y . Now the 
doors a r e b e i n g opened, and t h e s e doors a r e b e i n g opened by 
c e r t a i n n a t i o n - s t a t u e s e x i s t i n g today s a y i n g "yes, i n d i g e n o u s 
p e o p l e o f t h e w o r l d have the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 1 . 
And as d i s t i n c t p e o p l e , have t h e r i g h t t o t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s , and the s t a t u s o f t h e i r l a n d s and 
r e s o u r c e s u n t i l t h ey d e c i d e what t h e y want t o do. T h i s i s 
where the r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e and the 
Crown o f B r i t a i n o r t h e government o f the U n i t e d Kingdom i s 
a t r u s t r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t i s based upon i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and 
t h a t s h o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d p r o t e c t i n g our p e o p l e s ' r i g h t t o 
make t h e i r d e c i s i o n s when th e y a r e a b l e t o , as t o what t h e i r 
f u t u r e , p p i i t i c a l s t a t u s w i l l be. Be i t a b s o r p t i o n , f r e e a s 
s o c i a t i o n , o r independence. Now some n a t i o n - s t a t e s a r e 
f u r t h e r i n g o ur cause i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community b u t they 
r e q u i r e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s by I n d i a n p e o p l e t h a t t h a t i s i n f a c t 
what they want, and what the Canadian government i s t e l l i n g 
them i s 'no, I n d i a n p e o p l e a r e Canadians and th e y a r e happy 
t o be Canadians'. They a r e m e r e l y m i n o r i t i e s w i t h i n Canada 
and we a r e d o i n g what we can. The Canadian government i s 
p u s h i n g l e g i s l a t i o n , i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h our c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t 
t o d e termine membership c o n t r a r y t o the Human R i g h t s Com
m i s s i o n s ' d e c i s i o n , t h e b a s i s o f t h a t d e c i s i o n , and t e l l i n g 
us t h a t the r e a s o n they a r e d o i n g t h a t i s because t h e y want 
t o f u l f i l l t he r e q u i r e m e n t s w i t h i n t h e UN on p r o t e c t i o n o f 
i n d i v i d u a l Human R i g h t s w h i l e v i o l a t i n g our c o l l e c t i v e Human 
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R i g h t s . T h i s i s t h e s i t u a t i o n t h a t i s f a c i n g a l l i n d i g e n o u s 
p e o p l e i n the w o r l d . We a r e n o t a l o n e on t h i s . I t i s . n o t 
I n c i d e n t a l t h a t t h e campaigns I n A u s t r a l i a . C o l u m b i a , C h i l e , 
i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d a r e t h e same a g a i n s t t h e i n d i 
genous p e o p l e as t h o s e t h a t a r e b e i n g waged a g a i n s t us t o d a y . 
I t i s n o t i n c i d e n t a l , i t i s d e l i b e r a t e because t h e p e o p l e who 
want our r e s o u r c e s have th e means t o c o n t r o l and I n f l u e n c e 
governments, and t h e y I n t u r n t r y and m a n i p u l a t e our i n t e r n a l 
p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n s . The whole push o f t h e government, the 
I n d i a n Government B i l l , i s t o m a n i p u l a t e our i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l 
a f f a i r s , and n o t g i v e us t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o make t h o s e d e c i s i o n s 
o u r s e l v e s when our p e o p l e are r e a d y t o do so. 

The r e a s o n I m e n t i o n t h a t i s one o f t h e 
p e o p l e t h a t has r e a l l y wanted t o g i v e our p e o p l e g r e a t s u p p o r t 
was t h e former H i g h Commissioner from T a n z a n i a t o Ottawa. H i s 
name was Lucumbuzia, W i n a m i l a Lucumbuzia. He was a t r a d i t i o n a l 
c h i e f o f h i s community i n A f r i c a , w h i c h happened t o be a p a r t 
o f T a n z a n i a a f t e r t h e c o l o n i a l i m p e r i a l i s m i n t h a t a r e a . And 
upon independence, he was r e c r u i t e d by t h e Government o f Nuyere, 
by the- Government o f T a n z a n i a , t o be one o f t h e i r f i r s t d i p l o 
mats. He was s e n t t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n 1961 t o t r a i n t o 
be a d i p l o m a t f o r t h e T a n z a n i a n Government. From t h e r e , he 
was p o s t e d i n Sweden. Though i t i s n o t s t a t e d , I b e l i e v e he 
p l a y e d an i n f l u e n t i a l r o l e i n g e t t i n g t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n g o v e r n 
ments: t o s u p p o r t A f r i c a n L i b e r a t i o n Movements which, l e d t o open 
and c o n s i d e r a b l e s u p p o r t by t h e Norwegian government f o r the 
MPLA, the L i b e r a t i o n Movement o f A n g o l a , and the L i b e r a t i o n 
Movement o f Mozambique, F r e l i m o , w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e i r i n d e 
pendence t o d a y . He was an i n c r e d i b l e stateman who b e l i e v e d i n 
I n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s c u l t u r e , and i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s r i g h t s t o 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and who s u p p o r t e d h i s c o u n t r y and h i s 
l e a d e r , and h i s p e o p l e , t o t r y and a t t a i n t h o s e r i g h t s . Upon 
h i s appointment t o Canada, he made i t h i s b u s i n e s s t o f i n d 
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o u t what our s i t u a t i o n was, and as a r e s u l t o f t h a t , h i s 
government was p r e p a r e d t o l e a r n as much as they c o u l d about 
our s i t u a t i o n and g i v e us i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p p o r t on t h e p r i n 
c i p a l o f our r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n b u t h i s q u e s t i o n was 
"do you want s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , o r a r e you s a t i s f i e d w i t h 
your p r e s e n t s t a t u s w i t h i n Canada?' And he s a i d t h a t i s the 
main t h i n g t h a t you have t o demonstrate t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
communities i s where you s t a n d , because governments a r e t h e r e 
and ready t o s u p p o r t y o u r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i f t h a t 
i s t h e p o s i t i o n you w i l l t a k e t o t h e w o r l d . The sad t h i n g i s 
t h a t t h i s r e m a r k a b l e p e r s o n d i e d a t the end o f August i n 
Ottawa and I would l i k e t o ask the Assembly here t o pay t r i 
b u t e t o h i s i n t e r e s t and h i s c o n c e r n f o r o u r p e o p l e and our 
f u t u r e as p e o p l e , d i s t i n c t and s e p a r a t e from the c o l o n i a l 
n a t i o n s t h a t now dominate us , by g i v i n g a moment o f s i l e n c e 
f o r him. 

I n c l o s i n g , I j u s t s i m p l y w i s h t o add t h a t 
our s t r u g g l e i s n o t j u s t h e r e i n y o u r communities i n B r i t i s h 
C o l umbia, i t i s r i g h t a c r o s s Canada, and a l l o v e r the w o r l d . 
And i t i s n o t j u s t w i t h i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e , a l l p e o p l e have t o 
r e a l i z e t h a t i f t h e y want a say I n t h e i r f u t u r e , t hey have t o 
s t o p p u t t i n g t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on o t h e r p e o p l e and a c c e p t t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e m s e l v e s . Thank you. 

PHILIP PAUL: Thank, you v e r y much, M a r i e M a r u l e . I would 
l i k e t o now c a l l on t h e C h a i r p e r s o n o f t h e E l e c t i o n s Committee 
and g i v e us the'much-waited r e s u l t s . 

CLO ASTROFF: The new E x e c u t i v e f o r t h e Union o f B. C. 
I n d i a n C h i e f s i s as f o l l o w s : 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , S o u t h w e s t e r n R e g i o n , by a c c l a m a t i o n 
C l a r e n c e P e n n i e r . 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r , S a u l T e r r y . 
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Vice-President, Coastal Region, Archie Pootlass. 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , N o r t h e r n R e g i o n , S t a n l e y Stump. 
P r e s i d e n t , R o b e r t Manuel. 

I need a m o t i o n from t h e f l o o r b e f o r e the 
b a l l o t s can be d e s t r o y e d . 

PHILIP PAUL: S o r r y f o r the i n t e r r u p t i o n , t h e r e i s an 
emergency, t h e r e i s a c h i l d c r y i n g on a c a r , l i c e n c e i s 
EKE 235. 

The C h a i r would e n t e r t a i n a motion t o have 
th e b a l l o t s d e s t r o y e d . She h a s n ' t got t h e numbers o f t h e v o t e s 
h e r e . On t h e e l e c t i o n s , I t h i n k I t I s appropos t o g i v e t h e 
c a n d i d a t e s a chance a t t h e mike, w e ' l l g i v e them h a l f a m inute. 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE; (Cowichan Band) 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would l i k e t o , 

a t t h i s t i m e , thank t h o s e t h a t s u p p o r t e d me, and I would l i k e 
t o g i v e unanimous s u p p o r t t o R o b e r t Manuel, t h a t t h e y w i l l a l l 
s u p p o r t him i n h i s e f f o r t s . I would l i k e t o make t h a t as a 
d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t we s h o u l d a l l s u p p o r t him 100%. 

CHIEF ROBERT MANUEL: (Newly E l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t ) 
I , f i r s t o f a l l , would l i k e t o say t o 

C h i e f Dennis A l p h o n s e , t h a t I know t h a t you have a l o t o f s u p p o r t , 
I ' l l be c a l l i n g on you t o work w i t h us i n t h e new e x e c u t i v e t o 
t r y and b r i n g our movement c l o s e r t o g e t h e r . There a r e many 
t h i n g s t h a t we have t o do, t h e r e i s a l o t o f work f o r a l l o f 
us. I ' l l be c a l l i n g an E x e c u t i v e C o u n c i l M e e t i n g soon t o s t a r t 
d e f i n i n g more c l e a r l y t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s r o l e , and I know we have 
t o p l a y a l e s s e r r o l e b e c a u s e o f t h e f u n d i n g s i t u a t i o n . I n 
many ways t h e f u n d i n g s i t u a t i o n has r e a l l y p r o v e n t o h e l p 
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de v e l o p t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . The F e d e r a l 
Government has l o s t the e f f o r t o f t r y i n g t o ta k e us a p a r t and 
p u l l us down because what i s happening i s t h a t we've seen a 
new l e a d e r s h i p emerge th r o u g h o u t t h i s P r o v i n c e . A l l o f us 
are l e a d e r s i n our own way. I r e c o g n i z e e v e r y s i g n a l p e r s o n 
t h a t was on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s as a l e a d e r . I r e c o g 
n i z e a l l the p e o p l e i n our communities who are h a v i n g a h a r d 
t i m e , and r e m i n d i n g us o f our I n d i a n c u l t u r e and our I n d i a n 
N a t i o n h o o d , our I n d i a n s p i r i t . They a r e s u r v i v o r s , t hey a r e 
l e a d i n g us and showing us t h a t we have a b i g s t r u g g l e ahead 
o f us. I ' l l be c a l l i n g on a l l t h e C h i e f s t o e x e r c i s e l e a d e r 
s h i p i n terms o f t a k i n g on the f i g h t we have b e f o r e u s. 
Success i s near a t hand, I can see i t , I can f e e l i t , and I 
can s m e l l i t . Success b e l o n g s t o u s . We s h a l l be v i c t o r s , 
my God, we s h a l l be v i c t o r s . I ' l l be c a l l i n g on a l l the 
p e o p l e who have come and who have been on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
E x p r e s s , who have been i n t h e Concerned A b o r i g i n a l Women's 
movement t o keep on t h a t s t r u g g l e , b u i l d new s t r u g g l e s . L e t ' s 
g e t r i d o f the s u i c i d e s , l e t ' s g e t r i d o f t h e problems t h r o u g h 
o u t our c o u n t r y . L e t ' s b u i l d t h e k i n d o f i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t 
a r e n e c e s s a r y t o show t h i s government t h a t we mean b u s i n e s s . 
Thank you v e r y much. 

PHILIP PAUL: The head o f the Committee re a d y w i t h the 
numbers? 

CHIEF SAUL TERRY: (B r i d g e R i v e r Band) 
Mr. Chairman, may I have the f l o o r ? I 

would j u s t l i k e t o s t a t e t h a t I a p p r e c i a t e t h i s k i n d o f con
f i d e n c e . B u t I don't t h i n k t h i s s h o u l d be i n t e r p r e t e d t h a t 
my honourable opponent i s any l e s s v a l u a b l e i n t h i s movement 
t h a t we have. And as s t a t e d by so many o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s , each 
o f us has a r o l e t o p l a y . And I say t o everyone h e r e t h a t I 
b e l i e v e the r o l e t h a t C h i e f Wayne C h r i s t i a n i s c a r r y i n g on 
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r i g h t now i s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t one. I t i s a p p r o p r i a t e t h a t he 
i s n o t encumbered by some o f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t h a t p e r 
haps the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t has t o c a r r y o u t . And i f i n d e e d we 
a r e c l o s e t o making i n r o a d s i n t h i s f i g h t f o r our r i g h t s and 
t i t l e t o the l a n d s and r e s o u r c e s , t h e n we need a wide f r o n t . 
I know Wayne can f u l f i l l t h e r o l e o u t s i d e o f t h i s o r g a n i z a 
t i o n , and i n d e e d we form something o t h e r t h a n t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n , 
o r o r g a n i z a t i o n o f C h i e f s , t h a n I t h i n k he has a d e s t i n y , a 
r o l e t o p l a y i n t h i s d e s t i n y . So t h e r e f o r e , I don't t h i n k t h a t 
t h i s can be o b s e r v e d as some k i n d o f a s p l i t t i n g r o l e , b u t one 
t h a t i s c o m p l i m e n t a r y . When t h e M i n i s t e r o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s 
s t a r t s t o s t a t e t h a t t h e I n d i a n s a r e w a s t i n g t h e i r t i m e d e a l 
i n g w i t h t h i s i s s u e , t h a n he must be w o r r i e d . That i s e x a c t l y 
what the Prime M i n i s t e r o f t h i s c o u n t r y was s a y i n g when we 
s t a r t e d a c r o s s f r om B r i t i s h Columbia t o Ottawa l a s t y e a r . He 
s a i d t h e r e i s no way t h a t he was g o i n g t o change h i s mind 
w i t h r e g a r d s t o t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e h a v i n g a h e a r i n g . I t h i n k 
t h a t man had a few t h i n g s t o l e a r n , and I d are say t h a t t h e 
Government o f Canada has s t i l l a few more t h i n g s t o l e a r n . We 
must b r i n g t h i s message o v e r t o G r e a t B r i t a i n t h a t i f t h e y 
p a r t i c i p a t e , t h e n t h e y t o o a r e a c c o m p l i c e s i n t h e c harade t h a t 
t h e y a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o p u l l o f f i n t h e eyes o f the w o r l d . 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHIEF WAYNE CHRISTIAN: (Spallumcheen Band) 
Mr. Chairman, f e l l o w C h i e f s , I would j u s t 

l i k e t o say a few words. I am g l a d t h a t S a u l g o t back i n be
cause I know t h e r e i s a l o t o f work i n v o l v e d i n t h a t p o s i t i o n , 
and I t h i n k what S a u l s t a t e d i s v e r y t r u e . I r r e g a r d l e s s o f 
what r o l e we can p l a y , where we a r e , I b e l i e v e I am s t i l l g o i n g 
t o c o n t r i b u t e i n t h e ways t h a t I have done i n t h e p a s t . What 
S a u l has s a i d , we s h o u l d c o n s i d e r , each and e v e r y one o f us 
t h a t i s i n h e r e , t h e r o l e we c o n t r i b u t e t o the movement t h a t 
i s b e i n g d e v e l o p e d . I t i s t h e second t i m e t h a t I r a n a g a i n s t 
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S a u l , and i t i s t h e second t i m e t h a t I l o s t . I don't f e e l 
bad about i t a t a l l , I f e e l good, s i m p l y because my w i f e was 
w o r r i e d t h a t I might w i n , and be ta k e n away from home. S a u l 
knows a l l about t h a t t y p e o f t h i n g . Q u i t e r e c e n t l y i n our 
band meetings we've been h a v i n g a l o t o f h a r d t i m e s , p o l i t i 
c a l l y , i n terms o f t h e s t r u g g l e we're g o i n g t h r o u g h , i n terms 
o f t h e k i n d o f r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , I guess t h e image t h a t I have 
i n t h e p u b l i c eye o f b e i n g a m i l i t a n t , a r a d i c a l . A c t u a l l y 
i t ' s come t o g e t h e r i n our community because they a r e b e g i n 
n i n g t o see the r o l e t h a t i s b e i n g p l a y e d , i n terms o f our 
young p e o p l e and t h e image t h a t i s b e i n g d e v e l o p e d i n terms 
o f b e i n g s t r o n g . I would l i k e t o say t o S a u l and h i s p e o p l e , 
t h a t I w i l l s t a n d b e h i n d him 100% i n a n y t h i n g t h a t he does. 
I s t a t e d t h a t b e f o r e and I w i l l do i t a g a i n because i t i s 
i m p o r t a n t . As our E l d e r s a i d t h i s morning, we s h o u l d be t o 
g e t h e r as one, because by b e i n g one, we a r e o f one mine, one 
s p i r i t , one body, and one h e a r t , can we be s t r o n g . L i k e o ur 
a n c e s t o r s , they made many d e c l a r a t i o n s t o work t o g e t h e r i n 
t h e p a s t and I t h i n k we've g o t t o work towards t h e same k i n d 
o f f e e l i n g t h a t t h e y d e v e l o p e d and l e f t u s. I would l i k e t o 
say t o S a u l , thank you f o r your words, I a p p r e c i a t e them. 

ARCHIE POOTLASS: ( B e l l a C o o l a Band) 
I would l i k e t o t a k e my h a t o f f t o C h i e f 

Howard Wale, G i t k s a n - C a r r i e r , f o r g i v i n g me a b i g r u n f o r 
the j o b as V i c e - P r e s i d e n t . C h i e f Wale, I l o o k f o r w a r d t o 
w o r k i n g w i t h you i n t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , w i t h your r e s o l u t i o n , 
f o r t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n t o oppose t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . I t i s a 
c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e s t r e n g t h t h a t we have i n you as a 
l e a d e r . I would l i k e t o thank t h e N o r t h C o a s t R e g i o n , C h i e f 
B i l l R o b e r t s , and a l l o f y ou, f o r t h e s u p p o r t t h a t you have 
g i v e n me i n t h i s e l e c t i o n . The work t h a t we have i n f r o n t 
o f us w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be v e r y s t r e n u o u s . As i t l o o k s r i g h t 
now, our f u t u r e i s v e r y b l e a k , w i t h the e f f o r t s o f the 
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L i b e r a l Government t o p a t r i a t e t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . I t i s 
r e a l l y c l e a r t o t h e l e a d e r s h i p t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y o f 
the work t h a t i s needed t o p r o t e c t o ur f u t u r e , t h e s t r u g g l e 
f o r our s u r v i v a l i s v e r y s t r e n u o u s . I am p r e p a r e d t o s i t 
down w i t h t h e new E x e c u t i v e , C h i e f s C o u n c i l , and a l l o f you 
t o c o n t i n u e t h e b a t t l e f o r o u r t o t a l s u r v i v a l as A b o r i g i n a l 
P e o p l e and F i r s t N a t i o n s o f t h i s c o u n t r y . Thank you. 

STANLEY STUMP: 
I am n o t a t a l l C h i e f , j u s t a s h o r t C h i e f . 

I don't know what e l s e I can say t h a t nobody e l s e has s a i d . 
I would l i k e t o t a k e my h a t o f f t o my h o n o u r a b l e opponent, 
and a l s o I would l i k e t o thank t h e N o r t h E a s t R e g i o n f o r 
h a v i n g t h e c o n f i d e n c e i n me t o be t h e i r V i c e - P r e s i d e n t . I 
am a l s o a b e l i e v e r o f t h e power o f I n d i a n N a t i o n s , and I do 
b e l i e v e t h a t o ur l a n d s a r e n o t f o r s a l e , my r i g h t s a r e n o t 
f o r s a l e , and I am n o t f o r s a l e . Thank you. 

CLARENCE PENNIER: ( S c o w l i t z Band) 
I would l i k e t o thank my f e l l o w d e l e g a t e s 

from t h e S o u t h I s l a n d , F r a s e r E a s t and West, and t h e o t h e r 
ones from our group. I r e a l l y came down h e r e w i t h no p o l i t i c a l 
a s p i r a t i o n s a t a l l , b u t I g o t s o r t o f r a i l r o a d e d i n t o b e i n g a 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t f o r t h e Southwest R e g i o n . I t ' s g o i n g t o be a 
l o t o f work, and I hope t h a t I can l i v e up t o t h e p e o p l e s ' 
c o n f i d e n c e t h a t t h e y p u t i n me, and t o work towards the 
b e t t e r m e n t o f I n d i a n p e o p l e , and I r e a l l y hope we w i l l a l l 
work t o g e t h e r . The d e c i s i o n s t h a t a r e handed down from t h e 
F e d e r a l Government a r e g o i n g t o a f f e c t a l l I n d i a n p e o p l e i n 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , so I hope t h a t we a r e a b l e t o work t o 
g e t h e r w i t h t h e o t h e r I n d i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h i s P r o v i n c e 
because i t i s g o i n g t o a f f e c t them as w e l l as i t i s g o i n g t o 
a f f e c t u s , good o r bad. I ' l l do my b e s t , w i t h i n t h e o r g a n i z a 
t i o n , and I hope we grow. Thank you. 
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PHILIP PAUL: I f t h e r e i s nobody e l s e , I would l i k e t o 
ask the C h a i r p e r s o n o f the E l e c t i o n s Committee t o respond t o 
the r e q u e s t f o r t h e numbers i n t h e v o t i n g . 

CLO ASTROFF: Fo r t h e C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r Region: 
Wayne C h r i s t i a n - 6 
S a u l T e r r y - 20 

C o a s t a l Region: 
Howard Wale - 7 
A r c h i e P o o t l a s s - 9 

N o r t h e r n R e g i o n : 
Roger Jimmy - 6 
S t a n l e y Stump - 16 

P r e s i d e n t : 
Dennis Alphonse - 4 8 
R o b e r t Manuel - 54 

PHILIP PAUL: 
t h e b a l l o t s ? 

C o u l d we now have a motion t o d e s t r o y 

MOTION # ( C h i e f Raymond H a r r i s , George H a r r i s ) 
I so move t o have t h e b a l l o t s d e s t r o y e d . 
CARRIED. 

PHILIP PAUL: T h i s c o n c l u d e s our agenda f o r the day. I 
would l i k e t o remind you t h a t we have a l o t o f h o u s e c l e a n i n g 
i t e m s tomorrow. I hope t h a t you would be h e r e a t 8:30 s h a r p . 
I have j u s t been reminded t h a t i f you haven't r e c e i v e d a l l 
t h e documents, t h e y a r e g o i n g t o c i r c u l a t e the l a s t o f them 
now. I would l i k e t o c a l l on A b e l Joe t o say a C l o s i n g 
P r a y e r . 
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Don't forget the Talent Show this evening at 7:00 p.m. in 
t h i s b u i l d i n g . 
ABEL JOE: (Cowichan) 

Says C l o s i n g P r a y e r i n Cowichan. 

PHILIP PAUL: Thank y o u , A b e l . 

D A Y 3: 30 October 1981. 

SIMON SCHOONER: ( B e l l a C o o l a -Nux-alk N a t i o n ) 
Says Opening P r a y e r i n B e l l a C o o l a . 

STEVEN POINT: What I w o u l d l i k e t o do t h i s morning i s 
t o b r i n g e verybody up t o d a t e i n what has been happening, 
what has been g o i n g on. The most s i g n i f i c a n t t h i n g t h a t 
happened t h e f i r s t day o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n was the f a c t t h a t 
t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s made news. The newsworthy 
t h i n g t h a t t o o k p l a c e a t t h a t t i m e was c e r t a i n l y a h i s t o r i c a l 
event f o r t h e U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . The p e o p l e o f 
t h i s c o n v e n t i o n showed s o l i d a r i t y and s u p p o r t f o r t h e C o n s t i 
t u t i o n E x p r e s s . F o r t h e s t r u g g l e t h a t t h e y a r e h a v i n g i n 
E n g l a n d , l e g a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y , t h e y came f o r w a r d w i t h a l 
most $30,000.00. I t i s a tremendous t r i b u t e t o t h e amount o f 
work t h a t has been g o i n g on i n t h e U n i o n , a tremendous 
t r i b u t e t o t h e d e l e g a t e s o f t h i s c o n v e n t i o n . And c e r t a i n l y a 
newsworthy e v e n t . The key t h i n g t h a t happened d u r i n g t h e 
second day o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n was t h e e l e c t i o n o f o f f i c e r s , 
t h e new E x e c u t i v e t h a t a l l o f us have t o r e c o g n i z e and sup
p o r t , g i v e d i r e c t i o n t o d u r i n g t h i s c o n v e n t i o n . The e l e c t i o n 
p r o c e s s i s a n e c e s s a r y p r o c e s s , i t p r o v i d e s c o n t i n u i t y and 
s o l i d a r i t y f o r t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . You need an e l e c t i o n , i t ' s 
an i m p o r t a n t component o f any movement, i t demonstrates t h e 
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s u p p o r t and t h e p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y t h a t any o r g a n i z a t i o n has 
t o go t h r o u g h . I would hope t h a t the i n v o l v e m e n t o f t h e 
c a n d i d a t e s i n t h e e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s , the a c t i v i t y t h a t s u r 
rounds the p o l i t i c a l e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s , i s o n l y g o i n g t o be a 
p o s i t i v e e f f e c t on t h e movement. I t has been b r o u g h t out 
time and t i m e a g a i n t h a t t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s has 
c e r t a i n l y come t h r o u g h t h i r t e e n y e a r s o f growth, o f e x p e r i e n c e , 
o f l e a r n i n g . Sometimes, someplace, our p r i o r i t i e s have t o 
be e s t a b l i s h e d i n r e g a r d s t o s o l i d a r i t y and u n i t y i n t h i s 
P r o v i n c e . Our p r i o r i t i e s have t o be e s t a b l i s h e d i n r e g a r d t o 
a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s and c l a i m s . L a s t n i g h t i t r e a l l y demonstra
t e d t o me, w a t c h i n g t h e e n t h u s i a s m o f the a u d i e n c e , p a r t i c i 
p a t i o n i n the T a l e n t Show, some o f the p e o p l e t h a t came f o r w a r d . 
T h i s c o n v e n t i o n c e r t a i n l y has been an e x c i t i n g one and v e r y 
p r o d u c t i v e . I want t o r e p e a t t h e announcement t h a t we made 
y e s t e r d a y t h a t c e r t a i n l y t h e f i n a n c i a l burden t h a t we a l l 
must bear i n terms o f the l e g a l s t r a t e g y does n o t end w i t h 
t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t h a t have come i n y e s t e r d a y and the day 
b e f o r e . Somehow t h e o t h e r $250,000.00 must be r a i s e d , and 
t h r o u g h the r e s o l u t i o n t h a t was passe d y e s t e r d a y , I would 
hope t h a t some k i n d o f s t r a t e g y w i l l come o u t o f t h a t r e s o l u 
t i o n , n o t o n l y from t h e E x e c u t i v e members, b u t from the 
R e g i o n a l V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s , t h e D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , and 
each and e v e r y one o f t h e bands g o i n g home, w i l l come up 
w i t h some way o f c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e l o n g - t e r m s t r u g g l e o f 
r a i s i n g t h e f u n d s . I t h i n k i t ' s a b e g i n n i n g , we're b e g i n 
n i n g t o r e a l i z e t h e o b j e c t i v e s t h a t we have, we're b e g i n n i n g 
t o r e a l i z e i t i s our s t r u g g l e , we have t o pay f o r i t . That 
was a f a n t a s t i c and h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t t h a t has t a k e n p l a c e 
a t t h i s c o n v e n t i o n . Moving on t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n t o d a y , i n 
terms o f t h e c l e a n i n g up e v e n t s t h a t need t o t a k e p l a c e , 
t h e F i n a n c i a l Statement i s coming on t h e Agenda t h i s morning, 
a l o n g w i t h the a d o p t i o n o f t h e M i n u t e s o f t h e p r e v i o u s con
v e n t i o n . I u n d e r s t a n d Bob Burroughs from t h e S e c r e t a r y o f 
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S t a t e i s coming a f t e r l u n c h t o answer any q u e s t i o n s , o r 
t o g i v e a p r e s e n t a t i o n i n terms o f the S e c r e t a r y o f 
S t a t e . A t 3:00 p.m., t h e f l o o r w i l l be open f o r d e l e 
gates t o s h a r e and exchange w i t h p e o p l e g o i n g on t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s t o Europe, s h a r i n g i n f o r m a t i o n , 
a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s . The C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s F e a s t i s 
s l a t e d h e r e t h i s e v e n i n g a t 5:00 p.m. You a r e a l l r e 
minded tomorrow, b e g i n n i n g a t 12:00 noon t i l l 7:00 p.m., 
about t h e Radio T e l e t h o n on CFRO-fm, d i a l 10 2.7. They 
a r e r a i s i n g funds f o r t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . A l l 
t h o s e p a r i t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e R a d i o T e l e t h o n , p l e a s e be 
a t the U.B.C.I.C. o f f i c e a t 11:00 a.m. Those p e o p l e 
t h a t were i n the T a l e n t Show, p l e a s e see R o s a l e e , a 
t a p e o f t h e songs and p r e s e n t a t i o n s t h a t were done a t 
the T a l e n t Show w i l l be used d u r i n g t h e Radio T e l e t h o n . 
Anyone who p a r t i c i p a t e d , p l e a s e see R o s a l e e . There a r e 
g o i n g t o be o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s l e a d i n g up t o t h e f i n a l 
d e p a r t u r e o f t h e group on Sunday. Everyone i s i n v i t e d 
t o be a t t h e A i r p o r t t o see t h e Mount C u r r i e p e o p l e o f f 
t o Germany, t h e y a r e l e a v i n g a t 2:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
The r e s t o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s w i l l be l e a v i n g a t 
5:00 p.m. on Sunday. 

We' r e g o i n g t o move on t o t h e n e x t i t e m 
on the Agenda, th e a d o p t i o n o f t h e M i n u t e s o f t h e 1 2 t h 
G e n e r a l Assembly, and t h e 6 t h S p e c i a l G e n e r a l Assembly. 
They a r e i n y o u r packages under S e c t i o n 4. The C h a i r i s 
g o i n g t o assume t h a t everyone has had a chance t o go 
t h r o u g h t h e M i n u t e s . A r e t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s , changes, 
d e l e t i o n s , o m i s s i o n s i n r e g a r d s t o t h e M i n u t e s o f t h e 
two A s s e m b l i e s p r e v i o u s l y mentioned? Everyone happy w i t h 
t h e M i n u t e s ? P r o b a b l y t h e most cumbersome t h i n g t o do, 
i s . t o r e a d t h r o u g h t h e M i n u t e s t o see i f you s a i d a n y t h i n g 
a t t h e l a s t C o n f e r e n c e . I remember r e a d i n g t h r o u g h 
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Minutes o f p r e v i o u s c o n v e n t i o n s and s u r p r i s e d a t some 
o f the dumb t h i n g s t h a t I s a i d . The C h a i r would e n t e r 
t a i n a m o t i o n t o a c c e p t the M i n u t e s as r e a d and 
p r e s e n t e d . 

MOTION '# : ( C h i e f Nathan S p i n k s , C h i e f John George) 

So moves t o a c c e p t the M i n u t e s o f t h e 1 2 t h G e n e r a l 
Assembly, and t h e 6 t h S p e c i a l G e n e r a l Assembly, 
as r e a d and p r e s e n t e d . 
CARRIED. 

STEVEN POINT: An announcement h e r e , t h e r e w i l l be a 
Food A u c t i o n t h i s e v e n i n g , sponsored by the B e l l a C o o l a 
Band. 

W e ' l l move on t o t h e F i n a n c i a l R e p o r t . 
R o s a l e e T i z y a , A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e Union o f B. C. 
I n d i a n C h i e f s , i s h e r e t o p r e s e n t t h e F i n a n c i a l R e p o r t 
t o you. 

ROSALEE TIZYA: I won't r e a d t h e whole r e p o r t , b u t I ' l l 
go t h r o u g h and b r i e f l y summarize some o f i t . As you a r e 
p r o b a b l y a l l aware from l a s t Assembly, the major con
c e n t r a t i o n o f t h e whole o f t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has been 
on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . That's where th e b u l k o f the d o l l a r s 
o f t h e Union went o v e r t h e p a s t y e a r . Back i n O c t o b e r , we 
r e c e i v e d a l o t o f r e s o l u t i o n s , a l o n g w i t h t h e r e s o l u t i o n s 
t o do w i t h t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , b u t i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e 
Assembly, when t h e E x p r e s s was b e i n g p l a n n e d , we a s s i g n e d 
a l l the s t a f f o f t h e Union t o t h a t e f f o r t . They were a s 
s i g n e d t o r e s e a r c h w i t h t h e l e g a l s t a f f , t r a v e l t o t h e 
communities t o i n f o r m them o f the E x p r e s s , have workshops 
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on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e l o g i s t i c s , t h e p o s i t i o n o f 
th e Union o f C h i e f s . The Union had t o absorbe t h e 
b u l k o f t h a t e f f o r t . The k i n d o f r e s u l t s t h a t came 
out o f i t c o u l d n e v e r be bought i f we had a few m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s . I n m e a s u r i n g t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
E x p r e s s , t h e R u s s e l l T r i b u n a l , and some o f t h e o t h e r 
e f f o r t s , one o f t h e thermometers t h a t we can u s u a l l y 
r e l y on t o judge o u r i m p a c t by i s the r e a c t i o n o f the 
F e d e r a l Government t o t h e p o l i t i c a l moves t h a t we 
make. B e i n g t r u e t o form and complete c h a r a c t e r w i t h 
a p r o f i l e , we have c r e a t e d i n t h e l a s t two hundred y e a r s 
f u n d i n g t o t h e U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s was c u t 
back. T h i s began w i t h t h e R e g i o n a l Forum i n J a n u a r y , 
where a r e s o l u t i o n was p a s s e d f o r t h e d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 
o f f u n d i n g . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , t h e R e g i o n a l O f f i c e 
o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e underwent t h e same p r o c e s s i n 
F e b r u a r y . They h e l d a m e e t i n g and a d e c i s i o n was made 
t o have t h e Core Funds o f t h e Union d e c e n t r a l i z e d t o 
t h e bands. As a r e s u l t o f t h a t , o ur funds f o r t h i s 
y e a r was $700,000.00 s h o r t . , I t d i d n ' t s t o p us from 
p r o c e e d i n g , i t d i d n ' t s t o p us i n any way. We c l o s e d 
o u r d o o r s f o r a w h i l e i n A p r i l so t h a t we w e r e n ' t . s p e n d i n 
money t h a t we d i d n ' t have. We p u t t h a t t ime t o l o b b y 
i n g and n e g o t i a t i n g i n Ottawa. A t t h e same time o ur 
a u d i t o r s were d o i n g an a u d i t , and our d e f i c i t f o r t h e 
y e a r was i n t h e a r e a o f $400,000.00. We d i d n ' t g e t 
any agreements s i g n e d , o r f u n d i n g commitments u n t i l 
A u g u s t , and you mi g h t wonder how we s u r v i v e d w i t h o u t 
any f u n d i n g f o r t h e f i r s t q u a r t e r . How we d i d t h a t , 
and i t ' s good t o know, was t h r o u g h t h e Bank o f Nova 
S c o t i a . E n t e r t h e Bank o f Nova S c o t i a l i k e t h e Lone 
Ranger t o t h e r e s c u e . 
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I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o i n f o r m you o f t h e 
c r u c i a l r o l e t h e Bank o f Nova S c o t i a p l a y e d i n a s s i s t i n g 
us t h r o u g h t h i s f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s . I n A p r i l , when we had 
a huge d e f i c i t and no d e f i n i t e commitment o f f u n d i n g 
from any s o u r c e , we t a l k e d t o the p e o p l e a t t h e Bank 
o f Nova S c o t i a about a l o a n t o t h e U.B.C.I.C. u n t i l we 
c o u l d g e t our agreements s i g n e d . W i t h o u t any c o l l a t e r a l 
o r r e a l a s s u r a n c e o t h e r t h a n our i n t e g r i t y and h o n e s t y , 
t h e Bank o f Nova S c o t i a a g r e e d t o e x t e n d us t h e l o a n 
w h i c h gave us t h e l e v e r a g e we needed t o l a u n c h our l o b b y 
and open n e g o t i a t i o n s f o r f u n d i n g . T h i s a l l o w e d our 
o p e r a t i o n s and s t a f f t o c o n t i n u e and i n c r e a s e our b a r 
g a i n i n g power a g a i n s t t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e and I n d i a n 
A f f a i r s w i t h o u t compromising our p o s i t i o n o r i n c u r r i n g 
any p o l i t i c a l f a v o u r s from anyone. As a r e s u l t o f t h e i r 
a s s i s t a n c e we were a b l e t o g e t our c a s h f l o w i n g a g a i n . 
We now have t h i s l o a n down t o $200,000.00 w h i c h s h o u l d 
be s u b s t a n t i a l l y r e d u c e d by t h e t h i r d q u a r t e r o f our 
o p e r a t i o n s . I would l i k e t o recommend t o t h i s Assembly 
t h a t a l e t t e r o f thanks s u p p o r t e d by a G e n e r a l Assembly 
R e s o l u t i o n go t o t h e management o f t h e Bank o f Nova 
S c o t i a f o r t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e . T h i s a s s i s t a n c e was most 
c r u c i a l i n terms o f our f i g h t a g a i n s t t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
and w i t h o u t t h e h e l p o f an independent s o u r c e such as 
the Bank o f Nova S c o t i a we would n o t have been a b l e t o 
c a r r y on our o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n w i t h o u t 
compromising o r l o s i n g ground c o m p l e t e l y . T h i s would 
have been the e f f e c t t h e F e d e r a l Government i n t e n d e d . 
As i t i s , we have k e p t o u r i n t e g r i t y i n t a c t as w e l l as 
i n s u r i n g our a b i l i t y t o m a i n t a i n our p o l i t i c a l d i r e c t i o n 
as p u t f o r w a r d by t h e G e n e r a l Assembly. 

As a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f t h e f i n a n c i a l 
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c u t b a c k s t o t h e U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , we had t o 
l a y o f f a number o f s t a f f and many r e s i g n e d i n o r d e r t o 
l e s s e n t h e f i n a n c i a l b urden on the U.B.C.I.C. We 
p r e s e n t l y have a t o t a l s t a f f o f t w e n t y - f i v e and we hope 
t o m a i n t a i n t h a t number u n t i l t h e end o f t h e f i s c a l 
y e a r . I f t h e r e a r e f u r t h e r r e s i g n a t i o n s , we w i l l n o t 
f i l l t h e p o s i t i o n s u n l e s s a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y . P a r t 
o f t h e e n s u i n g consequences o f t h e s e l a y o f f s has been a 
r e d u c t i o n o f r e q u e s t s by t h e bands f o r a s s i s t a n c e from 
the U.B.C.I.C. i n t h e program a r e a s . More and more o f 
t h e bands a r e t a k i n g on t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s we a r e no 
l o n g e r a b l e t o meet. I n a d d i t o n , b o t h t h e bands and 
T r i b a l and D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s have absorbed some o f t h e 
c o s t s o f o u r work. F o r example, t h e C a r i b o u T r i b a l 
C o u n c i l t o o k on t h e f u l l f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f our 
London l o b b y . The S o u t h I s l a n d D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l agreed 
t o f u n d r a i s e f o r 3 - 5 E n g l i s h MP's t o come t o B. C., 
and see f i r s t h a n d t h e s i t u a t i o n o f t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e ; 
t h e C h i l l i w a c k A r e a C o u n c i l and E a s t F r a s e r D i s t r i c t 
o f f e r e d t o h o s t t h e G e n e r a l Assembly w h i c h we a c c e p t e d 
b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y we c o u l d n o t f i n d adequate m e e t i n g 
f a c i l i t i e s i n t h a t a r e a ; t h e C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r T r i b a l 
C o u n c i l has been p a y i n g t h e s a l r y o f one U.B.C.I.C. 
l a w y e r p l u s h i s o f f i c e space and t h e I n d i a n C o n s u l t i n g 
Group i s r e n t i n g our unused f u r n i t u r e t o h e l p i n t h e 
c o s t s t o t h e U.B.C.I.C. I n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s , t h e r e a r e 
i n d i v i d u a l bands who have a b s o r b e d our t r a v e l c o s t s 
when t h e y ' v e r e q u e s t e d us t o come t o t h e i r bands. T h i s 
has been a g e n u i n e h e l p s i n c e most o f our e f f o r t s a r e 
s t i l l i n s t o p p i n g t h e p a t r i a t i o n o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
and we a r e p u t t i n g out i n e n e r g y , time and f i n a n c e s t o 
keep our momentum g o i n g . The s t a f f o f t h e U.B.C.I.C. 
have been o u t s t a n d i n g i n t h e f a c e o f a l l o f t h i s and 
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have c o n t i n u o u s l y p u t out w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n o r c o n c e r n 
f o r t h e i r own c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

A l l i n a l l , t h i s f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s we have 
e x p e r i e n c e d has s e r v e d t o s t r e n g t h e n us and make even 
more c l e a r i n our minds the l e n g t h s t o w h i c h t h e F e d e r a l 
Government i s p r e p a r e d t o go i n o r d e r t o s i l e n c e any 
o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e i r p l a n s f o r t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e . I 
c a n ' t be s o r r y f o r what has o c c u r r e d t h e s e p a s t t w e l v e 
months because I know we a r e d o i n g e v e r y t h i n g i n our 
power t o f u l f i l l t h e mandate g i v e n t o u s , t o m a i n t a i n 
our i n t e g r i t y and t h a t o f our p e o p l e and I know we w i l l 
f i n d ways o f s u r v i v i n g when the c h i p s a r e down. I don't 
know what w i l l happen i n t h e n e x t y e a r i n terms o f our 
f u n d i n g b u t from November t h r o u g h t o March, I hope t o be 
w o r k i n g on a f i n a n c i a l s t r a t e g y and p r e p a r a t i o n o f our 
budgets f o r the new f i s c a l y e a r . I n s p i t e o f t h e s e 
d i f f i c u l t i e s , we've managed t o f u l f i l l t he G e n e r a l 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s o f l a s t O c t o b e r e x c e p t f o r two. 
I n a d d i t i o n , our case t o t h e B r i t i s h C o u r t s , our l o b b y 
and t h e E x p r e s s t o Europe i s p r o c e e d i n g as p l a n n e d . 

F o l l o w i n g are t h e a u d i t e d s t a t e m e n t s 
o f t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s f o r the f i s c a l y e a r 
19 80-81, t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l a c c e p t i n g 
t h e a u d i t and a f i n a n c i a l s t a t e m e n t from A p r i l t o September 
1981. Our t o t a l budget, c a s e r e q u i r e m e n t s and l o a n r e 
payment i s a l s o i n c l u d e d . 

The n o t i c e f o r membership dues d i d n o t 
get out t o t h e Band C o u n c i l s t h i s y e a r due t o a mix-up, 
however t h o s e can be s e n t o u t a f t e r t h i s G e n e r a l Assembly. 
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E x e c u t i v e C o u n c i l M e e t i n g : August 12, 1981 
RESOLUTION: 
THAT we adopt t h e a u d i t s t a t e m e n t s f o r the Union o f B. C. 

I n d i a n C h i e f s done by P e a t , Marwick and A s s o c i a t e s . 
Moved by: P h i l i p P a u l 
Seconded: S a u l T e r r y 
CARRIED. 

C h i e f s C o u n c i l M e e t i n g : June 23, 1981 
RESOLUTION: 
THAT t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l a c c e p t the d r a f t a u d i t i n p r i n c i p l e , 

and; 
THAT t h e f o u r V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s f i n a l i z e i t w i t h t h e a u d i t i n g 

f i r m , namely: P e a t , Marwick, M i t c h , L t d . 
CARRIED. 

I t ' s been a f u n y e a r f o r me. You l e a r n t o 
wangle and j u g g l e . Tsawout Band C o u n c i l has j u s t donated 
$350.00 t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s . I s h o u l d m ention 
t h a t t h e t o t a l r a i s e d t h e p a s t two days was $35,00.0.00. 

I f t h e r e a r e no q u e s t i o n s , t h a t completes 
my r e p o r t . There i s p r o b a b l y a r e s o l u t i o n r e q u i r e d t o 
r e t a i n t h e a u d i t i n g f i r m . 

Q u e s t i o n s and Answers between C h i e f Howard 
Wale and R o s a l e e T i z y a : 

Q. The f i r s t one, t h e t o t a l r e c e i v e d from t h e Department 
o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s a f t e r d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n was $192,000.00. 
What was i t b e f o r e d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ? 

A. $752,000.00 
Q. I t h i n k you a l s o mentioned i n your r e p o r t t h e r e d u c t i o n 

o f s t a f f t o about t w e n t y - f i v e . I s t h a t about 1/3 o f 
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what i t was b e f o r e ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. A nother t h i n g t h a t comes t o mind i s , when you had 

such a l a r g e s t a f f b e f o r e r e d u c t i o n , I'm j u s t won
d e r i n g i f i t was t h e r e s u l t o f c a r r y i n g programs? 
Now I h e a r t h e r e i s n ' t a H e a l t h P o r t f o l i o . 

A. We have a H e a l t h P o r t f o l i o b u t when the C o n s t i t u 
t i o n became the p r i o r i t y , we had t o use the s t a f f 
i n t h e programs t o a s s i s t w i t h t h e l e g a l and t h e 
p o l i t i c a l . 

Q. A n o t h e r q u e s t i o n t h a t comes t o mind, when we t a l k 
about d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n o f c o n s u l t a t i o n moneys, how 
much d i d y o u r department r e a l i z e from th e S e c r e t a r y 
o f S t a t e , was i t t h e same as i t was a y e a r ago? 

A. No, t h e r e was a r e d u c t i o n t h e r e as w e l l o f about 
$487,000.00 t h e y e a r b e f o r e , and $360,000.00 t h i s 
y e a r . 
Thank you. 

ROSALEE TIZYA: You a r e welcome. You know I am n o t s o r r y 
f o r any o f t h i s because we're p u t t i n g up a damn good 
f i g h t , and I t h i n k we're g o i n g t o w i n . I r e a l l y don't 
c a r e what t h e government does. We found ways o f s u r 
v i v i n g and w e ' l l keep on, I am n o t s o r r y a t a l l . 

MOTION # : .. ( C h i e f Tom Sampson, C h i e f Howard Wale) 
So moves t h a t t h e F i n a n c i a l R e p o r t be a c c e p t e d as 
p r e s e n t e d . 
CARRIED. 

MOTION #' : ( C h i e f W i l s o n Bob, Amy G a u t h i e r ) 
I move t o a c c e p t t h i s y e a r s ' f i n a n c i a l a u d i t by P e a t , 
Marwick, M i t c h e l l & Co., and t o do n e x t y e a r s ' a u d i t 
f o r the U nion o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . 
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MOTION # : ( C h i e f George H a r r i s , C h i e f George Saddleman) 
I move t h a t t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r be d i r e c t e d t o send 
a l e t t e r from t h i s Assembly t o t h e Band o f Nova 
S c o t i a e x p r e s s i n g our a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e i r 
a s s i s t a n c e . 
CARRIED. 

STEVEN POINT: I j u s t want t o thank R o s a l e e and the s t a f f 
f o r t h e tremendous d e d i c a t i o n t h a t was demonstrated i n t h e 
l a s t y e a r . Many o f t h e s t a f f came t o work w i t h o u t pay, 
many o f the s t a f f who were p r e v i o u s l y r e c e i v i n g a s e t i n 
come, have t a k e n a r e d u c t i o n , as much as 50%, many o f them 
donated t h e i r s a l a r i e s t o t h e i r c o s t t o go t o E n g l a n d . I 
know many o f t h e s t a f f s o l d t h e i r p e r s o n a l a r t i c l e s i n 
c l u d i n g h o r s e s , f u r n i t u r e , and what n o t t o g e t t o E n g l a n d . 
The p e r s o n a l commitment i s tremendous. The s t a f f has 
c a r r i e d on t h r o u g h tremendous a d v e r s i t y , n o t o n l y f i n a n c i a l 
c o n s t r a i n t s b u t t h e tremendous w o r k l o a d t h a t has been p l a c e d 
on them. I would c e r t a i n l y l i k e t h e d e l e g a t i o n t o s t a n d , 
t o show the A d m i n i s t r a t o r our a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the tremen
dous j o b she has done, she's c a r r i e d t h e burden t r e m e n d o u s l y , 
a l o n g w i t h h e r s t a f f . 

ROSALEE TIZYA: I t ' s n o t me, i t ' s t h e s t a f f . 

STEVEN POINT: I have an announcement t o make. A p p a r e n t l y 
we've g o t somebody t h a t ' s c o l l e c t i n g a r t i f a c t s , b e g i n n i n g 
t h e i r own drum museum. I would l i k e e v e r y o n e , a t l u n c h t i m e , 
t o go t o t h e i r c a r s and examine t h e i r drums. There a r e two 
members o f o u r d e l e g a t i o n who have m i s s e d drums from l a s t 
n i g h t s ' g a t h e r i n g . One i s from th e N e s k a i n l i t h a r e , w i t h 
w h i t e drum s t i c k s ; t h e o t h e r one b e l o n g s t o the eminent 
A b e l J o e . I f anyone sees t h e s e , b r i n g them back t o us, and 
we s h a l l r e t u r n them t o t h e i r r i g h t f u l owners. 
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The n e x t t h i n g on the Agenda i s t h e 
P r e s i d e n t ' s R e p o r t . I b e l i e v e George Manuel i s g o i n g t o 
make the P r e s i d e n t ' s R e p o r t . C h i e f Tom Sampson i s b r i n g 
i n g the $5,000.00 p l e d g e t h a t they made y e s t e r d a y , i n the 
form o f a cheque, f o r t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . 
Thank you Tom. 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band) 
I am n o t g o i n g t o be h e r e t h i s a f t e r n o o n , 

and I have a c o n c e r n b e f o r e I l e a v e . I would l i k e t o ex
p r e s s i t , t h i s i s i n r e g a r d t o C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r T r i b a l 
C o u n c i l . They were commissioned t o do a s t u d y on f u n d i n g 
f o r t h e bands i n B r i t i s h Columbia. We're n o t e x a c t l y fond 
o f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r r e p o r t , and I would l i k e t o g e t a r e s 
ponse from the C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r T r i b a l C o u n c i l as t o what 
they a r e g o i n g t o do w i t h t h a t r e p o r t . I t h i n k most o f 
t h e bands i n B r i t i s h C olumbia have got i t , and we're s u r e l y 
not i n f a v o u r o f i t . I t s u p p o r t s the Department o f I n d i a n 
A f f a i r s ' p o s i t i o n on t h e I n d i a n Government B i l l . I would 
l i k e t o see t h a t d e a l t w i t h one way o r a n o t h e r . We're 
s u r e l y n o t i n f a v o u r because o f i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s o f sup
p o r t i n g t h e governments. I would l i k e someone from th e 
C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r T r i b a l C o u n c i l t o c l a r i f y t h a t p o s i t i o n . 

CHIEF SAUL TERRY: ( B r i d g e R i v e r Band) 
We d e a l t w i t h a c o u p l e o f r e p o r t s , and we 

don't know whether i t ' s t h e one marked as t h e B. C. Task 
F o r c e R e p o r t . I don't know i f you can a t t r i b u t e t h a t t o 
the C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r T r i b a l C o u n c i l b u t we c e r t a i n l y had 
a p a r t t o p l a y i n t h a t . The h i s t o r y o f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 
document i s i n F e b r u a r y , t h e r e was a m e e t i n g t h a t t o o k 
p l a c e i n Vancouver a t t h e S h e r a t o n 500. A t t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 
m eeting t h e r e were motions pa s s e d w h i c h would i n d i c a t e 
t h e d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n o f d o l l a r s t o t r i b a l c o u n c i l s , and 
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t h e r e was some c o n c e r n w i t h r e g a r d s t o t h a t by o u r s e l v e s . 
I would l i k e t o make i t q u i t e c l e a r t h a t t h e C e n t r a l I n 
t e r i o r T r i b a l C o u n c i l , a t t h a t m e e t i n g , v o t e d a g a i n s t t h e 
a c t i o n s t h a t were t a k e n . We were n a r r o w l y d e f e a t e d , i t 
was by about two v o t e s a t t h a t t i m e . We had t o g e t some 
k i n d o f c o n t r o l i n t o t h a t mechanism, and t h e r e f o r e Don 
Moses, a t t h e t i m e , agreed t o t a k e p a r t i n i t . O t h e r w i s e 
we would n e v e r have had any k i n d o f c o n t r o l . I t was o u t 
s i d e o f the C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r T r i b a l C o u n c i l , e x c e p t f o r 
the f a c t t h a t we wanted t o have some k i n d o f c o n t r o l so 
we wht t o some e x t e n t t o t r y and g e t a b i t o f a h a n d l e on 
i t . I would l i k e t o a l s o say i f t h e r e a r e c o n c e r n s , by a l l 
means v o i c e them, o t h e r w i s e t h i n g s l i k e t h e s e can go f o r 
ward w i t h o u t any k i n d o f i n p u t from bands. I t i s a v e r y 
c r i t i c a l p o i n t t o have bands b r i n g t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t s 
o f c o n c e r n up. That's the r e a s o n why t h i s p a r t i c u l a r docu
ment was s e n t o u t , and we t o o were concerned about i t . We 
att e m p t e d t o g e t some measure o f c o n t r o l , and t h a t ' s why 
we became p a r t l y i n v o l v e d i n i t . 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band) 
The r e a s o n I r a i s e d t h i s m a t t e r , was n o t t o 

put blame on anybody, b u t i t i s t o make us aware and con
s c i o u s t o t h e f a c t t h a t i t has t o be d e a l t w i t h . I n t h e 
c o n t e x t o f t h i s paper, i t i s a l m o s t p o s t - p a t r i a t i o n . The 
I n d i a n Government B i l l t h a t i s b e i n g proposed by t h e Govern-
ment o f Canada s t a t e s p r e t t y c l e a r l y the d i r e c t i o n by a r e 
g o i n g i n . T h i s p a r t i c u l a r f o r m u l a enhances t h e I n d i a n 
Government B i l l , and s u r e l y we're n o t i n f a v o u r , i f anyone 
has r e a d i t , i t ' s something t h a t we have never s a i d . T h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r paper i s g o i n g i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . I am n o t 
p u t t i n g blame on anybody, I j u s t wanted t o see where i t 
s t a n d s . We have t o t a k e a p o s i t i o n on i t , I don't t h i n k 
we can a l l o w o u r s e l v e s t o be d i c t a t e d t o by t h e Government 
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and t o be a s s i s t e d by I n d i a n p e o p l e , i n making t h a t 
happen. And I am c o n cerned t h a t i f we don't d e a l w i t h 
i t b e f o r e t h e day i s o v e r , one way o r a n o t h e r , t h a t the 
Government w i l l use t h i s p a r t i c u l a r f u n d i n g f o r m u l a t o 
become e f f e c t i v e A p r i l 1, u n l s s we t a k e a p o s i t i o n on 
i t . I t h i n k we're g o i n g to be i n t r o u b l e a g a i n . 

STEVEN POINT: J u s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n , I wonder i f you 
c o u l d expound on t h e terms t h a t c e r t a i n l y a r e u n a p p e a l i n g 
t o g i v e n everybody an i d e a o f t h e i n t e n t i o n s o f t h e Task 
F o r c e R e p o r t . I t c e r t a i n l y has some n e g a t i v e c o n n o t a t i o n s . 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band) 
T h i s p a r t i c u l a r paper i n d i c a t e s a message 

whi c h bands would g e t i n v o l v e d i n , r a i s i n g f u n d s , t a x a t i o n , 
t a x e s on b u s i n e s s , e t c . One o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t r e a l l y 
b o t h e r s me i s on t h e second page o f t h i s r e p o r t . I t s a y s , 
i n t h e second p a r a g r a p h : 

'We b e l i e v e our recommendations a r e 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e a t t i t u d e s and approach o u t l i n e d 
i n a r e c e n t paper p r e p a r e d by t h e Department o f 
I n d i a n A f f a i r s , " P r i n c i p l e s f o r a System o f I n d i a n 
Governments". Our r e p o r t w i l l a t t e m p t t o show t h a t 
the F e d e r a l Government, how our governments can be 
funded t o b e t t e r meet the needs o f our r e s e r v e com
m u n i t i e s , and t o p r o v i d e P a r l i a m e n t w i t h the c o n t r o l 
and j u s t i f i c a t i o n e x p e c t e d by t h e p e o p l e o f Canada.' 

And I don't r e c a l l any o f us e v e r s a y i n g 
t h a t we had t o go a l o n g t h e s e l i n e s . I n f a c e , we've been 
f i g h t i n g p r e t t y f i e r c e l y s i n c e 1969, t r y i n g t o s t a y away 
from t h i s v e r y i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t i s b e i n g s u g g e s t e d . There 
a r e s e v e r a l p a r t s t o t h i s , t h e Revenue S h a r i n g A c t , w h i c h 
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i s a p r e t t y heavy one. A l o t o f p e o p l e have n o t had a 
chance t o t a k e a l o o k a t i t . I've r e a d i t a c o u p l e o f 
t i m e s , t r y i n g t o g e t some d e p t h i n t o i t . We have t o go 
one way o r a n o t h e r , I do n ' t t h i n k we can say t h a t we 
l o o k e d a t i t , and i t m i g h t n o t be a bad i d e a . Maybe some 
bands can do i t , maybe some c a n ' t . T h i s whole t h i n g 
e v e n t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e s band c o u n c i l s and d e a l s j u s t s t r i c t 
l y w i t h t r i b a l c o u n c i l s , w h i c h c o u l d be t h e Chairman 
r e p r e s e n t i n g X number o f bands, and t h e r e f o r e e l i m i n a t i n g 
i n p u t r i g h t from t h e r e s e r v e l e v e l . T h i s k i n d o f t h i n g 
a g a i n i s something t h a t we've never a g r e e d t o . I t says 
on page 7, j u s t t o g i v e you an i d e a o f what t h e P r o v i n c i a l 
Governments' i n v o l v e m e n t w o u l d be: 

'The Government o f B r i t i s h Columbia 
has t h i s k i n d o f system i n p l a c e t o f i n a n c e Muni
c i p a l Governments t h r o u g h t h e Revenue S h a r i n g A c t . ' 

That i s Appendix I I i n t h i s v e r y book, 
t h a t i s b e i n g p r o p o s e d . I'm j u s t t r y i n g t o g e t t h e p e o p l e 
t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t we have t o d e a l w i t h t h i s . I don't 
know i f e v e r y band i n B r i t i s h Columbia has g o t a copy o f 
t h i s book. I t a l k e d t o t h e C o n s u l t i n g Group, John Warren, 
a s k i n g him t o make c o p i e s a v a i l a b l e t o t h e bands i n my 
d i s t r i c t , and i t s h o u l d have been t o a l l the bands i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia. He s a i d we have no j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r 
m a i l i n g , i t ' s up t o t h e Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s t o 
send o u t t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . E v e n t u a l l y our d i s t r i c t g o t 
c o p i e s o f i t , members o f o u r c o u n c i l . I don't know i f 
everybody e l s e has been i n v o l v e d i n t h i s . I would l i k e 
t o see i t d e a l w i t h one way o r a n o t h e r . 

STEVEN POINT: T h i s sounds v e r y much l i k e t h e White Paper 
P o l i c y , t h a t ' s what you a r e s a y i n g , w h i c h was opposed 
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n a t i o n a l l y . Are t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s , o r comments, on the 
i s s u e t h a t Tom i s b r i n g i n g up i n r e g a r d t o t h e Task F o r c e 
and band f u n d i n g ? I have t o p o i n t o u t as Chairman o f t h i s 
c o n v e n t i o n , i n o r d e r f o r an i s s u e l i k e t h i s t o r e a l l y be
come d i s c u s s a b l e , i t i s g e n e r a l l y customary f o r a r e s o l u 
t i o n t o be i n t r o d u c e d and t h a t way s p e c i f i c p o l i c y can be 
e s t a b l i s h e d . I n o t h e r words, consensus i s t a k e n i n terms 
o f where the d e l e g a t e s s t a n d . I n o r d e r f o r consensus t o 
be r e a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d , i t w o u l d be w o r t h w h i l e f o r a 
r e s o l u t i o n t o come f o r w a r d , one way o r a n o t h e r , so d i s 
c u s s i o n can t a k e p l a c e on t h e r e s o l u t i o n . I f t h a t i s 
your d e s i r e , t h a t i s a v e r y good r o u t e t o t a k e . A r e t h e r e 
any q u e s t i o n s , o r comments i n r e g a r d s t o t h i s i s s u e ? The 
q u e s t i o n r a i s e d by Tom i s : A r e we s u p p o r t i n g t h i s r e p o r t , 
o r what i s t h e p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e Union i s t a k i n g i n r e g a r d 
t o t h i s r e p o r t ? 

CHIEF WILSON BOB: (Nanoose Band) 
We d i d meet o v e r t h i s i s s u e i n t h e South 

I s l a n d D i s t r i c t , so Tom i s n o t a c t i n g a l o n g on t h i s m a t t e r . 
I f e e l , as t h e U n i o n , we have a mandate t o work w i t h , and 
t h i s Task F o r c e Report i s done by an i n d e p e n d e n t group, 
s u p p o s e d l y done on b e h a l f o f t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e , b u t t h r o u g h 
our c o n s u l t a t i o n i n our d i s t r i c t , i t has proven i t s e l f 
d e t r i m e n t a l t o our cause. I would be p r e p a r e d t o make a 
m otion t h a t t h i s Task F o r c e be d i s r e g a r d e d , b u t I would 
l i k e t o see some more d i s c u s s i o n on i t b e f o r e the motion 
comes t o t h e f l o o r . 

STEVEN POINT: You a r e i m p l y i n g , W i l s o n , t h a t the Task 
F o r c e i t s e l f i s d i s r e g a r d e d , t h a n th e r e p o r t i t s e l f would 
n o t be a c c e p t a b l e e i t h e r . F o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n , i t i s nec
e s s a r y t o know the h i s t o r y o f how the Task F o r c e a c t u a l l y 
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deve l o p e d . I wonder i f a h i s t o r y c o u l d be g i v e n as t o 
how t h e Task F o r c e a c t u a l l y came i n t o b e i n g . I am n o t 
su r e i f a l o t o f t h e members a r e aware o f t h e members 
.are aware o f how the Task F o r c e R e p o r t a c t u a l l y came 
about, and how i t c u l m i n a t e d i n t o t h i s f i n a l s t a g e . 

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band) 
I can g i v e what a c t u a l l y happened t o me, 

how I g o t i n v o l v e d , o v e r t h e l a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s . We 
had a m e e t i n g i n S o u t h I s l a n d i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e R e g i o n a l 
Forum, because t h a t ' s where i t s t a r t e d from. We have 
never been i n f a v o u r o f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n be
cause i t ' s funded and s u p p o r t e d by the Department o f 
I n d i a n A f f a i r s , i n f a c t t h e y a r e the f o u n d e r s o f i t . Our 
C o u n c i l , and o u r E l d e r , who s i t s t h e r e b e s i d e me, was one 
o f t h e f i r s t ones t o l e a d us i n r e j e c t i n g t h e i d e a t h a t 
the government s h o u l d n o t have i t s own o r g a n i z a t i o n be
cause i t was f u n d i n g i t s e l f , and i t was d o i n g what i t 
wanted t o do. We c o u l d n ' t a g r e e w i t h i t . We n e v e r d i d a t 
tend a m e e t i n g . F i n a l l y l a s t y e a r , I g o t an i n v i t a t i o n t o 
go, and i t was i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e f u n d i n g o f t h e o r g a n i z a 
t i o n , t h e U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , t h a t I f i n a l l y 
gave i n and went t o t h e m e e t i n g . I g o t r e a l l y p a s t e d 
t h e r e . F o l l o w i n g t h a t m e e t i n g , i n F e b r u a r y , t h e r e was 
ano t h e r m e e t i n g t h a t I was asked t o go, t o make d e c i s i o n s 
on f u n d i n g o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s a g a i n . Because o f my 
co n c e r n f o r t h e Union and i t s f u n d i n g , I a t t e n d e d t h e 
meetin g , and t h a t ' s when t h i s Committee was formed, made 
up o f Don Moses, George W a t t s , and Ray Jones. I don't 
know how t h e y g o t t o coming up w i t h t h i s paper because 
they were suppose t o a s s i s t t h e bands i n f i n d i n g a b e t t e r 
way o f g e t t i n g funds t o t h e bands, o r t o the o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
I n s t e a d , we come up w i t h a p o l i c y paper t h a t was r i g h t dead 
i n l i n e w i t h t h e L i b e r a l Government. That's how t h i s 
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committee and t h i s Task F o r c e was p u t t o g e t h e r . There was 
no way o f knowing who was v o t i n g and how you c o u l d v o t e a t 
t h o s e m e e t i n g s . Anybody t h a t walked i n the door was a l l o w e d 
t o v o t e . We had no c o n t r o l o ver what was h appening, I don't 
know i f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r p o l i c y has changed. I'm n o t here 
t o t a l k a g a i n s t t h e R e g i o n a l Forum, t h a t ' s none of my 
b u s i n e s s . I've s t a y e d away from th o s e m e e t i n g s . That's 
how i t happened, and t h a t ' s how t h i s Task F o r c e came t o 
be. I don't want t o i n f l u e n c e p e o p l e , t o t a k e them i n 
the d i r e c t i o n t h a t maybe t h e y don't want t o go. I don't 
know i f e v e r y band i n B. C. has t h i s book. Maybe t h a t 
s h o u l d be t h e q u e s t i o n . 

STEVEN POINT: I wonder how may bands are i n f o r m e d o r 
knowledgeable i n terms o f t h i s r e p o r t ? Howard, have you 
got any i n f o r m a t i o n from t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t o f t h e c o n t i n 
gency? 

CHIEF HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
I'm t o t a l l y s u r p r i s e d t o hear Ray Jones 

my P r e s i d e n t , mentioned h e r e . I t sounds l i k e t h i s r e p o r t 
has e x i s t e d f o r a w h i l e and I've n e v e r h e a r d a n y t h i n g about 
i t . I t seems t o f a l l i n l i n e w h t i t h e '69 White Paper 
P o l i c y , w h i c h was why t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n was formed i n Kam
l o o p s . I have t h e same c o n c e r n t h a t Mr. Sampson has, t h i s 
c o n v e n t i o n s h o u l d t a k e a p o s i t i v e a c t i o n on i t . I t s h o u l d 
be d i s c u s s e d and d e a l t w i t h . 

STEVEN POINT: You've he a r d the h i s t o r y o f t h e Task 
F o r c e , c e r t a i n l y t h e i n t e n t i o n o f t h e r e p o r t was t o come 
up w i t h a new f u n d i n g f o r m u l a t o s t r e a m l i n e band f u n d i n g . 
In f a c t , t h e r e p o r t has come down i n l i n e w i t h some o f 
t h e F e d e r a l Government p o l i c y w i t h t h e i r o b j e c t i v e o f 
d e c e n t r a l i z i n g f e d e r a l a u t h o r i t y t o t h e P r o v i n c i a l Govern-
ment-which i s e x a c t l y what t h e y wanted t o do i n 1969 , 
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White Paper P o l i c y . The bands have g o t t o be aware o f 
t h e s e k i n d o f t h i n g s . Tom b r o u g h t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e 
up a t a C h i e f s C o u n c i l m e e t i n g t h a t I happened t o a t t e n d , 
and c e r t a i n l y i t i s an i m p o r t a n t i s s u e i n r e g a r d t o t h e 
bands t h a t a re r e c e i v i n g f u n d i n g from t h e DIA. I f f o r one 
r e a s o n o r a n o t h e r , a new f u n d i n g f o r m u l a comes down i n 
March, i t ' s g o i n g t o be v e r y l a t e as t o why and how t h a t 
p o l i c y came about. We may be a b l e t o do something about 
i t a t t h i s p o i n t . A r e t h e r e any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s o r d i s 
c u s s i o n s on t h i s ? 

SAUL TERRY: ( B r i d g e R i v e r Band) 
As you know, we a r e q u i t e p r e o c c u p i e d 

w i t h an i s s u e t h a t i s c r i t i c a l I n o u r e y e s , t h e C o n s t i t u 
t i o n and a l o t o f t h e s e t h i n g s t h a t a r e b e i n g c a r r i e d on. 
There a r e s e v e r a l o t h e r committees i n t h e p r o v i c e , some 
o f w h i c h c o n c e r n me p e r s o n a l l y , as a C h i e f from B r i d g e 
R i v e r . I t ' s v e r y time-consuming as I i n d i c a t e d e a r l i e r , 
The C.I.T.C. had been opposed t o t h i s . On a c o u p l e o f 
o c c a s i o n s we a t t e m p t e d t o i n f l u e n c e i t by v o t i n g a g a i n s t 
i t , b u t we j u s t d i d n ' t have the a b s t e n t i o n s i n t h a t v o t 
i n g p r o c e d u r e , t h e r e was a v e r y mixed up p r o c e s s o f v o t 
i n g . I n any c a s e , because o f t h e f a c t t h a t we a r e i n v o l v e d 
w i t h t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n r i g h t now, i t i s t o p p r i o r i t y , 
I have no arguments w i t h t h a t . There i s a l s o the m a t t e r 
o f t h e day t o day a f f a i r s t h a t must be c a r r i e d on. We 
must be e v e r v i g i l a n t on t h a t , o t h e r w i s e we may g e t i n t o 
t r o u b l e , and i f t h i s I s any i n d i c a t i o n t h e Task F o r c e 
Committee R e p o r t i s a r e p o r t which s h o u l d be l o o k e d a t . 
Bands must t a k e a l o o k a t r e p o r t s , t h a t come a c r o s s t h e 
desk, as t h i s p a r t i c u l a r one was d e l a y e d , B r i d g e R i v e r 
r e c e i v e d i t l a t e I n September. When p a r t i c u l a r groups 
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s t a r t i n d i c a t i n g what t h e i r needs a r e , I t h i n k we need a 
r e a l good b r o a d l o o k a t what t h e needs are i n our commu
n i t i e s . I am n o t g o i n g t o go i n t o t h e d e t a i l s and d i s 
c u s s i o n s t h a t were had w i t h r e g a r d t o some o f t h i s . One 
of t h e p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n i s when t r i b a l c o u n c i l o u t l i n e d 
t h e i r needs, when you p u t a l l t h e s e bands needs t o g e t h e r , 
i t ' s such a v a s t a r e a t h a t i t overshadows some o f thes e 
o t h e r c o n c e r n s w i t h r e g a r d t o t r i b a l c o u n c i l s . T here
f o r e i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f g a i n i n g a wide spectre^ o f g e t t i n g 
a b r o a d e r p i c t u r e o f our f u n d i n g needs, I have proposed 
a r e s o l u t i o n h e r e ; 
WHEREAS t h e Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s d e f i n i t e l y 

does n o t r e p r e s e n t t h e r e a l needs o f our 
I n d i a n Governments a t t h e an n u a l f e d e r a l 
budget e s t i m a t e s b e f o r e t h e P a r l i a m e n t , 

THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT 
t h e U n i o n o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s o r g a n i z e and 
c o - o r d i n a t e ways f o r I n d i a n Governments t o 
r e p r e s e n t t h e m s e l v e s b e f o r e t h e S t a n d i n g 
Committee on I n d i a n A f f a i r s and N o r t h e r n 
Development i n o r d e r t o make r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 
o u t l i n i n g t h e i r f i s c a l y e a r budget needs. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I ' l l move t h a t . 

SAUL TERRY: ( B r i d g e R i v e r Band) 

What I would l i k e t o see from my way o f 
t h i n k i n g i s t h a t , d i r e c t l y i n c o r p o r a t e d , t h e Task F o r c e 
c o u l d be one o f t h o s e t h i n g s t h a t c o u l d be r e v i e w e d o r 
q u e s t i o n e d , whatever, and we have t o base o r d e t e r m i n e 
our needs on, from our p o i n t o f v i e w , and i f t h o s e don't 
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r e f l e c t t h e needs o f t h e bands, t h e n t h o s e must be b r o u g h t 
t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e government. 

MIKE LEECH: ( L i l l o o e t Band) 
I s t h i s a s e p a r a t e m o t i o n , o r i s t h i s an 

amendment t o Tom's? I t h i n k Tom p u t a motion on t h e f l o o r . 

STEVEN POINT: Tom s a i d he was g o i n g t o b r i n g f o r w a r d a 
m o t i o n , he h a s n ' t had i t p r e p a r e d y e t . He wanted t o have more 
d i s c u s s i o n on i t f i r s t . 

WILSON BOB: (Lya c k s o n Band) 
S i n c e t h e r e was no f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n t h e 

the Task F o r c e i s s u e , I would l i k e t o p r e s e n t a m o t i o n . 

MOTION: ( W i l s o n Bob, C h i e f Howard Wale) 
THAT t h e Uni o n o f B.C. I n d i a n C h i e f s r e j e c t t h e Task 
r e p o r t on f u n d i n g , 
FURTHER THAT THE Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s be n o t i f i e d 
o f t h e Union's d e c i s i o n . 

HOWARD WALE: (Gitanmaax Band) 
I t s h o u l d be ' r e j e c t and condemn', c o u l d 

I g e t him t o agree t o t t h e word i n g ? 

STEVEN POINT: I s t h a t a g r e e a b l e , he agrees w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n 
HHas t h e R e c o r d i n g S e c r e t a r y got t h a t ? You've h e a r d t h e m o t i o n , 
i t ' s been d u l y moved and seconded. Any d i s c u s s i o n , q u e s t i o n 
has been c a l l e d . 

MOTION REWORDED AND CARRIED 
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MIKE LEECH: ( L i l l o o e t Band) 
J u s t a c l a r i f i c a t i o n , even though the m o t i o n 

has gone t h r o u g h . My u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e n i s t h a t the U n i o n , 
a l o n g w i t h t h e bands, are g o i n g t o s e t up a mechanism t o d e a l 
w i t h government f u n d i n g . Does t h a t mean t h a t t h e mechanism 
wh i c h had been d e v e l o p e d t h e r e , t h e R e g i o n a l Forum, i s no l o n g e r , 
as f a r as we're concerned, we w i l l n o t be p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
p r o c e s s t h a t some o f us were, o r were n o t . I s t h i s a whole 
new b a l l g a m e ? That's why I t h o u g h t t h e R e g i o n a l Forum was 
s e t up as a v e h i c l e f o r g e t t i n g f u n d i n g t o t h e bands. Mind 
you, they've g o t t e n i n t o o t h e r a r e a s t h a t I h a r d l y agree w i t h , 
I was w ondering i f someone here c o u l d c l a r i f y t h a t . 

STEVEN POINT: The f i r s t m o t i o n was made by S a u l which 
i n d i c a t e d a mechanism o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s d e a l i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y 
w i t h f u n d i n g , and i t d i d n o t i n d i c a t e a n o n - i n v o l v e m e n t of the 
Forum, b u t i t c e r t a i n l y was t h e i m p l i c a t i o n . I am wondering 
i f S a u l c o u l d give a c l a r i f i c a t i o n t o the bands and t o t h e 
d e l e g a t e s . 

SAUL TERRY: ( B r i d g e R i v e r Band) 
The C h a i r i s r i g h t , i t d o e sn't i n d i c a t e t h e r e , 

b u t i t i s c e r t a i n l y n o t s a y i n g what p e o p l e s h o u l d r e a d i n t o 
between t h e l i n e s . They have t o do t h a t t h e m s e l v e s . 

STEVEN POINT: I don't know i f t h a t ' s c l a r i f i c a t i o n enough 
f o r you, M i k e , i n terms o f what's between t h e l i n e s . I f e e l 
a l o t o f v a c a n t space between some o f the l i n e s . The i m p l i 
c a t i o n i s g i v e n t h e two r e s o l u t i o n s t o g e t h e r , t h a t i f we're 
condemning t h e recommendations from the Task F o r c e , and we're 
t a l k i n g about s e t t i n g up a mechanism t o d e a l w i t h t h a t i s s u e 
o u r s e l v e s , i t would i m p l y n o n - i n v o l v e m e n t , however t h a t i s n ' t 

. . . .160 



- 160 -

s p e c i f i c a l l y s p e l l e d o u t . Of c o u r s e , we c a n ' t impose t h a t k i n d 
o f t h i n g on any band anyway. I t ' s n o t h i n g t h a t the Union has 
t o do, i t ' s a g a i n s t t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

SAUL TERRY: ( B r i d g e R i v e r Band) 
I n terms o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n i t s e l f , i t s h o u l d 

be c l e a r l y u n d e r s t o o d though- t h a t from t h e r e s o l u t i o n i t shows 
t h a t we a r e t r y i n g t o say i s by t h e time t h e budget p r o j e c 
t i o n s a r e r e c e i v e d by Ottawa, t h e y are so much d i s f i g u r e d from 
the o r i g i n a l s u b m i s s i o n by bands, t h a t i t d o e s n ' t r e a l l y p o r 
t r a y t h e a c t u a l needs o f bands. I f we a r e g o i n g t o t a k e p a r 
t i c u l a r a c t i o n on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r i t e m , t h e n t h e bands must 
pu t t h e s e t h i n g s t o g e t h e r and be a b l e t o submit them t o t h e 
I n d i a n A f f a i r s S t a n d i n g Committee o r t o t h e C a b i n e t i t s e l f , 
t o r e a l l y convey t o them t h e a c t u a l needs o f bands, t h a t ' s 
why so many p e o p l e have v o i c e d t h e i r o p i n i o n w i t h r e g a r d s t o 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h some o f t h e i t e m s t h e r e . I t ' s an impor
t a n t i t e m i n terms o f - making sure t h i n g s a r e k e p t g o i n g 
a t home- i n o u r commu n i t i e s , w h i l e we are p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e , 
l e g a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y , i n t h e ar e a o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
T h i s p a r t i c u l a r r e s o l u t i o n i s now g o i n g t o be implemented, 
I presume, a s m a l l group w i l l have t o g e t t o g e t h e r t o g a t h e r 
a l l t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . I can t e l l you from e x p e r i e n c e t h a t i t ' s 
d i f f i c u l t f o r bands t o be a b l e t o g i v e a l o t o f t h i s i n f o r m a 
t i o n t h a t ' s r e l a t e d t o t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r band, and sometimes 
i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o l e t t h a t go i n t o an o v e r a l l book s o r t o f 
t h i n g . Those a r e t h e k i n d s o f t h i n g s t h a t bands have t o c o n s i 
d e r , whether t h e y a r e ^ p r e p a r e d t o r e a l l y come f o r w a r d w i t h 
a l l t h o s e needs and d e t a i l e d budgets and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t , 
have t h a t homework done so t h e y c o u l d r e a l l y do a bang-up 
j o b , and r e a l l y put forward something t h a t ' s r e a l l y mean
i n g f u l i n terms o f o u r bands' needs. 
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TOM SAMPSON: ( 
Mr. Chairman, the i d e a o f what we are d o i n g 

here i s we've been t o l d t h a t e v e r y a r e a has t o g e t i t s peop l e 
w o r k i n g . We've been t r y i n g t o do t h a t , we've been w o r k i n g 
i n our d i s t r i c t . There are many d i s t r i c t s , o r pe o p l e a c r o s s 
t h i s P r o v i c e o f o u r s , t h a t have a l r e a d y made d e c i s i o n s on where 
t h e y are g o i n g . We are not i n t e r f e r r i n g w i t h t h a t . I t ' s 
j u s t t h a t we don't want t o be dragged a l o n g . That's why we're 
s a y i n g , ' l o o k , i f you agree w i t h the P r o v i n c i a l Government, 
w i t h the M u n i c i p a l Government, t h a t ' s f i n e , nobody i s g o i n g 
t o argue w i t h t h a t . But don't d r a g the r e s t o f us a l o n g , 
we may n o t want t o go a l o n g . ' That's what we a r e d o i n g , we're 
r e s i s t i n g , we're s a y i n g 'no, we want t o remain t h i s way'. 
There a r e many agreements a c r o s s t h i s P r o v i n c e , t r i - l a t e r a l 
agreements, the S c h o o l B o a r d s , the P r o v i n c i a l Governments, 
w i t h t h e F e d e r a l Government. Those agreements a l r e a d y e x i s t , 
we are n o t a g a i n s t i t . They a r e d o i n g i t f o r t h e b e s t i n t e r 
e s t s o f t h e i r p e o p l e , t h e r e ' s no p r o b l e m t h e r e , b u t as l o n g as 
t h e y don't t r y and d r a g us a l o n g w i t h them, because we're 
t r y i n g t o s t a y back. We don't want t o go t h a t way. And t h a t 
i s what our d i s t r i c t i s d o i n g . We're s a y i n g ' f i n e , i f you have 
t h e s e agreements, go ahead, b u t don't l e t i t become a format 
t h a t the r e s t o f us have t o f o l l o w ' . T h i s i s what we're t r y 
i n g t o say. I t i s e n t i r e l y up t o them, b u t t h a t ' s t h e p o l i t i c s 
o f t h e i r a r e a , t h a t ' s no problem. We're s a y i n g we don't want 
t o go a l o n g as f a r as t h i s p a r t i c u l a r paper goes. There's 
bands and d i s t r i c t s i n B. C. t h a t a r e a l r e a d y t h e r e , t h e r e 
a r e P r o v i n c e s a c r o s s t h i s c o u n t r y t h a t are a l r e a d y t h e r e . 
They are t o t a l l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e whole system. We don't want 
t o go a l o n g , and t h a t s h o u l d be r e s p e c t e d . T h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
f o r m u l a t h a t was b e i n g suggested went f a r beyond money, i t 
went i n t o p o l i t i c s . I suppose money i s p o l i t i c s b u t I don't 
t h i n k we wanted t o go i n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r d i r e c t i o n , n o t i n 
t h e y way t h a t i t was b e i n g p r e s e n t . I know t h a t we don't 
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p a r t i c u l a r y support certain things. That's our prerogative 
to do that, we don't condemn anybody that supports anything 
else or belongs to other organizations. A l l we are t r y i n g 
to do i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case i s look at that paper, and we 
looked at Trudeau's Constitutional proposal and those two 
are r i g h t dead in l i n e with each other. And were saying 'no' 
we've been r e j e c t i n g t h i s since 1969, i t ' s just i n a d i f f e 
rent form, but i t says the same thing. The idea i s to get 
bands to incorporate so that you don't have to worry about 
Chiefs, you just worry about d i r e c t o r s , you don't have to 
worry about C o u n c i l l o r s . That's r i g h t d i r e c t l y i n l i n e with 
what the Prime Minister of t h i s Government i s doing. It's a 
post-patriation paper, that's how we look at i t . We have to 
say 'no'. 

STEVEN POINT: Is that c l a r i f i c a t i o n for you Mike? 
Moving back to the President Report, Rosalee are you prepared 
to d e l i v e r that? 

ROSALEE TIZYA: (Administrator of UBCIC) 
C a l l me Madam President, I ' l l give a 

b r i e f overview. The President's Report i s a b i t mixed up i n 
terms of the book and a l l the a c t i v i t i e s . I ' l l take you 
through i t as presented here. 

This year the majority part of our e f f o r t 
has been on the Constitution so y o u ' l l f i n d very l i t t l e i n 
terms of the program areas. Our experience t h i s past year 
has been that most of the e f f o r t i n that area has been taken 
up by the t r i b a l councils and by the bands themselves. We got 
very l i t t l e demand f o r program work, most of our e f f o r t s have 
been on the Constitution. On the l e g a l front, S p e c i f i c Claims 
and Legal Services, the work on the Constitution has mostly 
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been r e p o r t e d by L o u i s e . L o u i s e and L e s l i e , the l a w y e r s a t 
t h e Union o f f i c e , t o t a l l e d about n i n e months w o r k i n g a l m o s t 
e v e r y day t o p r e p a r e t h e Memorandum o f Law f o r B r i t a i n . We 
have a law s t u d e n t who worked on the S p e c i f i c C l a i m s a r e a . 
D u r i n g t h a t t i m e , t h e l a w y e r s p r e p a r e d t h e case f o r t h e 
R u s s e l T r i b u n a l , s e v e r a l P e t i t i o n s t o t h e Queen, the Governor 
G e n e r a l , the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . They r e s e a r c h e d back f o u r cen
t u r i e s . They l a u n c h e d a f e d e r a l case i n the c o u r t s , t h e y worked 
as a d v i s o r s t o many o f the P r o v i n c i a l O r g a n i z a t i o n s i n terms 
o f t h e i r l e g a l p o s i t i o n on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , t r e a t y a r e a s as 
w e l l as t h e a b o r i g i n a l , t h e y l o b b i e d i n London w i t h t h e P r i v y 
C o u n c i l . We r e c e i v e d a document on Comprehensive C l a i m s , 
t h a t ' s ' one o f the c o n f i d e n t i a l documents. I t h a s n ' t been 
d i s t r i b u t e d y e t , we have i t back h e r e , and w e ' l l make sure 
you g e t t h a t b e f o r e you go. B a s i c a l l y t h e o u t l i n e i s t h a t 
the government w i l l r e j e c t t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n o f I n d i a n t i t l e s . 
I t ' s moving towards m u n i c i p a l t y p e governments, t h e y a r e 
p u s h i n g t r i - p a r t i t e , f o r p r o v i n c i a l and t e r r i t o r i a l g o v e r n 
ments t o be i n v o l v e d i n t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s . The government 
w i l l n e g o t i a t e with, t h o s e I n d i a n groups who are p r e p a r e d t o 
t r a d e o f f t i t l e , p o l i t i c a l a s p i r a t i o n s , and i d e n t i t y f o r ca s h . 
E x i s t i n g n a t i o n a l and p r o v i n c i a l p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i l l 
be a v o i d e d i n n e g o t i a t i n g s e t t l e m e n t s , time l i m i t s w i l l be 
s e t t o complete n e g o t i a t i o n s , a p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s campaign 
w i l l be d e v e l o p e d by t h e F e d e r a l Government t o s e l l t h e i r 
p o s i t i o n s , t h e a r e a s t h e y w i l l be c o n c e n t r a t i n g on f o r th e s e 
s e t t l e m e n t s i s where t h e r e i s major r e s o u r c e development. 
The T r u s t Fund R e s e a r c h P r o j e c t , T y l e r and W r i g h t , were 
engaged t o r e s e a r c h t h e whereabouts o f v a r i o u s t r u s t funds 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e W a l p o l e I s l a n d Band i n O n t a r i o . R e s u l t s 
o f the r e s e a r c h show t h a t t h e r e are g r e a t d i f f i c u l t i e s 
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a c h i e v i n g a method t o a n a l y z e band a c c o u n t s . There are 
r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s as t o how t h e funds are h a n d l e d w i t h poor 
and c o m p l i c a t e d a c c o u n t i n g p r i n c i p l e s b e i n g used. The NIB 
d i d pass th e r e s o l u t i o n c r i t i c i z i n g T e l l i e r ' s h a n d l i n g o f 
t h e T r u s t Account i s s u e , and t h e r e ' s s t i l l f u r t h e r f o l l o w -
up work t o be done i n t h a t a r e a . Summary of the t a x a t i o n 
i s s u e , our work i n t h e p a s t , has been hampered because we 
have n o t t h e funds t o do l i t i g a t i o n f o r the bands, t h e f i s c a l 
y e a r 81-82, we r e c e i v e d a g r a n t from th e Law F o u n d a t i o n o f 
$130,0 00 t o c o v e r l a w y e r s s a l a r i e s . S p e c i a l a p p r e c i a t i o n 
goes t o t h e Board o f D i r e c t o r s of the Law Foundation f o r t h i s 
g r a n t . T h i s i s Independent o f government f u n d i n g . The 
S p e c i f i c C l a i m s and L e g a l R e s e a r c h , the r e p o r t by i n d i v i d u a l 
bands has been done so you can r e v i e w . The n e x t s e c t i o n has 
t h e Memorandum o f Law, and t h e n o t i c e t h a t went t o a l l the 
bands on F e d e r a l t a x a t i o n . 

In terms o f f i s h i n g , the Pearse Commission 
h e l d community h e a r i n g s i n L i l l o o e t and around the p r o v i n c e 
the Union had p a r t i c i p a t e d under t h e d i r e c t i o n o f S a u l T e r r y , 
who was head o f t h e F i s h i n g P o r t f o l i o . I n most a r e a s , t h e bands 
have e x h a u s t e d a l o t o f approaches t o h a v i n g t h e i r c o n cerns 
d i s c u s s e d . And t h e major d e c i s i o n by most bands i s j u s t t o 
go f i s h i n g . 

I n t h e H e a l t h and S o c i a l Development 
P o r t f o l i o , we've been w o r k i n g on documenting the t r a d i t i o n a l 
f o r c e o f I n d i a n M e d i c i n e . We t o o k t h e G r e a t e r Vancouver 
R e g i o n a l D i s t r i c t t o c o u r t f o r p o l l u t i n g i n terms o f the 
Iona Treatment .Sewage P l a n t . We won t h i s c o u r t c a s e , and 
r e c e i v e d a s e t t l e m e n t and damages o f $5,000. 
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The E d u c a t i o n P o r t f o l i o has c o n c e n t r a t e d 
t h e major p o r t i o n o f t h e i r e f f o r t s t h i s y e a r on Language. 
There was a Language Co n f e r e n c e h e l d i n W i l l i a m s Lake and 
various workshops and c o n f e r e n c e s h e l d around the P r o v i n c e . 

Communications has been t r a i n i n g p e o p l e 
i n j r a d i o j , and we've c o n t i n u o u s l y t r a i n e d p e o p l e from the 
band l e v e l and newspaper l a y o u t , dark room, and r e p o r t i n g 
s k i l l s . An I n d i a n . W r i t e r s Workshop was h e l d i n N e s k a i n l i t h 
and M a r i a C a m p b e l l , t h e a u t h o r o f H a l f b r e e d was t h e r e . She's 
a s s i s t e d us q u i t e a l o t i n v a r i o u s workshops f o r w r i t e r s on 
t h e community l e v e l . 

E nergy and R e s o u r s e s : The t o t a l e f f o r t 
has been i n t h e N o r t h e a s t due t o the P i p e l i n e , t h e N o r t h 
e a s t C o a l i s s u e c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h the N o r t h e a s t . Hugh 
B r o d i e , who wrote a book c a l l e d 'Maps and Dreams" w h i c h i s 
g o i n g t o be coming o u t soon. E x c e r p t s o f t h a t have been i n 
t h e newspaper r e c e n t l y . 

I n terms o f the G e n e r a l Assembly R e s o l u 
t i o n s o f l a s t y e a r , we were s u c c e s s f u l i n a c h i e v i n g a l l o f 
them e x c e p t f o r two. One was t h e H e a l t h R e s o l u t i o n on t h e 
s t e r i l i z a t i o n o f women wh i c h i s g o i n g t o t a k e a major e f f o r t . 
We d i d n ' t have th e t i m e and t h e p e o p l e t o be a b l e t o a c h i e v e 
t h a t r e s o l u t i o n t o b r i n g i t t o i t s c o n c l u s i o n . The second 
r e s o l u t i o n w h i c h t h e f i r i n g o f F r e d W a l c h l i . I w i l l say even 
though he may s t i l l be i n as R e g i o n a l D i r e c t o r , we d i d o u r 
v e r y b e s t . In terms o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , which has been a 
major e f f o r t t h i s y e a r , i n v o l v e d a p o l i t i c a l l o b b y i n E n g l a n d , 
and i n Ottawa. C o - o r d i n a t i n g an o v e r a l l n a t i o n a l s t r a t e g y 
w i t h t h e o t h e r p r o v i n c i a l t e r r i t o r i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , p r e p a r i n g 
a l l t h e m a t e r i a l s needed f o r the p o l i t i c a l l o b b y i n E n g l a n d , 
o r g a n i z i n g t h e p r e s s and t h e media, e d u c a t i n g them t o t h e 
c o n c e r n s o f I n d i a n p e o p l e , i n Europe and i n England and i n 
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B. C. , c o n t i n u e i n f o r m i n g t h e bands o f what i s i n v o l v e d i n 
t h e whole C o n s t i t u t i o n a l f i g h t . There's been a r e a l awaken
i n g on t h e community l e v e l t h i s y e a r . I n J u l y , t h e r e was 
the o c c u a p t i o n o f t h e R e g i o n a l O f f i c e o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s by 
t h e Concerned A b o r i g i n a l Women, and i t had t h e f u l l s u p p o r t 
o f t h e Union o f B.C. I n d i a n C h i e f s , t h e V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d , and a t our o f f i c e s , we k e p t the communi
c a t i o n l i n e s opened t o t r y and keep n e g o t i a t i o n s g o i n g w i t h 
t h e M i n i s t e r s ' o f f i c e . S i n c e t h a t t i m e , we've c o n t i n u e d t o 
s u p p o r t t h e Concerned A b o r i g i n a l Women, h e l p i n g them o r g a n 
i z e , p r o v i d i n g t h e m o r a l s u p p o r t t h e y've been l o o k i n g f o r , 
p r o v i d i n g them w i t h o f f i c e space, the p r i n t i n g t h e y need 
done, j u s t b e i n g g e n e r a l l y a communication p o i n t f o r them. 
Y e s t e r d a y you got most o f t h e r e p o r t on t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , so 
I won't go i n t o i t i n t o o much d e t a i l . A re t h e r e any ques
t i o n s from t h e f l o o r ? 

STEVEN POINT: In o r d e r f o r a r e p o r t t o be p u t i n t o 
t h e r e c o r d s o f t h e U n i o n , we g e n e r a l l y r e q u i r e a r e s o l u t i o n 
a d o p t i n g t h e Report from t h e P r e s i d e n t . The C h a i r a t t h i s 
t i m e would e n t e r t a i n a r e s o l u t i o n t o do so. Are t h e r e any 
comments o r q u e s t i o n s t h a t can be d i r e c t e d t o Ro s a l e e i n 
terms o f the r e p o r t i t s e l f ? I t i s q u i t e a l e n g t h y r e p o r t , 
and i t i s i n your b i n d e r s . We assume t h a t you have a l l had 
a chance t o browse t h r o u g h t h e r e p o r t , c e r t a i n l y t he C o n s t i 
t u t i o n r e p o r t was t h e major p a r t o f i t and t h i s was d e l i v e r e d 
y e s t e r d a y . 
MOTION: (Gus Underwood, George Saddleman) 

To adopt the P r e s i d e n t ' s R e p o r t 
CARRIED 

ROSALEE TIZYA: ( A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f UBCIC) 
I wonder i f I c o u l d t a k e j u s t a minute 

o r two j u s t t o make a p i t c h i n terms o f t h e Radio T e l e t h o n . 
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It's a seven-hour telethon tomorrow from 12:00 - 7:00P.M., 
and we're h o p i n g t h a t we can g e t c o - o p e r a t i o n from v a r i o u s 
l e a d e r s , E l d e r s , community p e o p l e . I t ' s a f u n d r a i s i n g 
e f f o r t f o r t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s , and w e . w i l l have seven 
one-hour segments. One hour w i l l be s e t a s i d e f o r l e a d e r s 
who w i l l d i s c u s s t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , one hour f o r t r a d i t i o n a l 
I n d i a n m u s i c , contemporary m u s i c , E l d e r s t o speak, and any 
i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n . We need as much a s s i s t a n c e as we can 
ge t . I t h i n k i t ' s a good o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e p u b l i c t o he a r 
how we f e e l about t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n i s s u e . I t ' s seven hours 
o f t o t a l I n d i a n time t o e x p r e s s o u r s e l v e s . And i f t h e r e ' s 
anyone t h a t i s i n t e r e s t e d i n h e l p i n g , we're g o i n g t o be 
m e e t i n g a t t h e o f f i c e (UBCIC), a t 11:00 A.M. W e ' l l a l s o 
need a s s i s t a n c e i n a n s w e r i n g the t e l e p h o n e s and r e c e i v e 
p l e d g e s . On Sunday t h e r e w i l l be a s e n d - o f f r a l l y from the 
a i r p o r t , and we're h o p i n g t h a t a l o t o f t h e C h i e f s and l e a d e r s 
can be t h e r e t o see t h e i r p e o p l e o f f , t h a t we can o u t l i n e 
l a t e r . Thank you. 
ABEL JOE: 

I have a pr o b l e m t h a t I would l i k e t o 
p r e s e n t t o t h e Assembly b e f o r e l u n c h . I t ' s i n r e g a r d s t o the 
Ja y T r e a t y . Some o f our p e o p l e on t h e I s l a n d have been 
stopped a t t h e b o r d e r , and we're charged f o r t h e goods we 
were t a k i n g from t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o Canada. The U n i t e d 
S t a t e s r e c o g n i z e s t h e J a y T r e a t y , and I don't remember what 
ye a r t h a t was, b u t Canada d i d n o t r e c o g n i z e the t r e a t y . 
T h e r e f o r e i t i s up t o our p e o p l e h e r e a t t h e Assembly t o 
f i g h t t h a t and make t h e Canadian Government r e c o g n i z e t h a t 
T r e a t y because t h e I n d i a n s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a have no boun
d a r i e s . The C r e a t o r p u t us her e i n N o r t h A m e r i c a , and we're 
s t i l l f i g h t i n g t h e government. How and where we walk on 
t h i s e a r t h c o n c e r n s everyone o f us. Y e a r s back I can remember, 
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when we went to the United States and we could come back 
w i t h goods w i t h o u t any i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h the Canadian Govern
ment. Now t h a t I found out why t h a t has been e n f o r c e d j u s t 
t h i s y e a r , t h e Canadian Government d i d n o t r e c o g n i z e t h a t J a y 
T r e a t y . Maybe some o f you t h a t u n d e r s t a n d t h e Jay T r e a t y 
can come up and c l a r i f y the q u e s t i o n b e f o r e we have some
t h i n g t o e a t . 
STEVEN POINT: Perhaps we can d i g up some o f the i n f o r m a 
t i o n f o r you t h i s a f t e r n o o n . I s t h a t a g r e e a b l e w i t h you A b e l ? 
And we can have somebody answer you q u e s t i o n t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
W e ' l l , have one o f t h e l a w y e r s do t h a t . There's been a con
c e r n i n r e g a r d t o t h e f a m i l y t h a t s u f f e r e d a g r e a t l o s s h e r e , 
one o f t h e C o u n c i l l o r s o f the I n d i a n Bands i n our community, 
and a member of our s t a f f a t t h e Union was a f f e c t e d . The 
f a m i l y and r e l a t i v e s c o u l d n ' t be here w i t h us y e s t e r d a y , 
some of the s t a f f members t h e f i r s t day because of t h e t r a g e d y 
t h e y s u f f e r e d a t t h a t t i m e . I t was recommended by our E l d e r 
t h a t we s h o u l d f o l l o w our t r a d i t i o n and make a c o l l e c t i o n 
c o n t r i b u t i n g t o h e l p the f a m i l y , the way we g e n e r a l l y do 
as an I n d i a n community. We p u t o u t a c o n t a i n e r and we ask 
t h a t a s m a l l c o l l e c t i o n be put f o r w a r d so t h a t i t can be 
g i v e n t o t h e f a m i l y i n t h e i r t i m e o f need. W h i l e t h i s c o l l e c 
t i o n i s b e i n g t a k e n , I want t o make an announcement t h a t 
t h e r e i s a r a f f l e i n the back. I u n d e r s t a n d l u n c h i s ready 
i n a few m i n u t e s . There' i s one o t h e r i t e m , and I would l i k e 
t o c a l l on t h e gentlemen who i s p r e s e n t i n g t h e r e s o l u t i o n , 
C h i e f Ed Moody, would you come f o r w a r d now w i t h the r e s o l u 
t i o n . J u s t a r e m i n d e r t h a t t h e drums are s t i l l m i s s i n g i f 
you happen t o see them around, a reminder t o George H a r r i s , 
have you donated you $20 t o t h e l e g a l c o s t y e t ? S i g n e d , 
your c h i e f . A r e m i n d e r from you C h i e f , i f you haven't made 
your c o n t r i b u t i o n . We had a v o t e y e s t e r d a y , many o f the d e l 
egated v o t e d w i t h a $20 b i l l , t h e c o s t t o v o t e i n t h a t r e s o l u 
t i o n . 
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GEORGE HARRIS: Everybody i s t a l k i n g b i g f i g u r e s , so 
t h a t ' s 2,000 p e n n i e s I donated t h e r e . 

STEVEN POINT: I don't know how much money i s h e r e , and 
we're a s k e d i f you c o u l d c o u n t i t . On b e h a l f o f a l l o f us 
h e r e , I want t o thank everyone who has c o n t r i b u t e d , t h e p e r s o n 
who i s s t a n d i n g w i t h me h e r e i s a s t a f f member, Penny. She 
began w i t h t h e s t a f f many y e a r s ago, w i t h t h e r e j e c t i o n o f 
f u n d i n g . I remember when she began w o r k i n g , she's worked 
through' t h i c k and t h i n , sometimes w i t h o u t pay, l o n g h o u r s , 
and i t was a h a r d t h i n g what happened i n her f a m i l y . She 
was v e r y sad n o t t o be h e r e t h e f i r s t day o f the c o n v e n t i o n , 
and y o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n now i s g o i n g t o J u l i e and Penny t o go 
t o t h e f a m i l y . These a r e two s t a f f members a t t h e Union 
o f f i c e . These a r e t h e two p e o p l e t h a t w i l l be t a k i n g t h i s 
t o t h e f u n e r a l , and w i l l be p r e s e n t i n g i t on your b e h a l f . 
Thank you v e r y , v e r y much. 

PENNY BILLY: I've k e p t i n c o n t a c t w i t h the f a m i l y 
t h a t l o s t members o f t h e i r f a m i l y . I spoke t o t h e second 
o l d e s t b r o t h e r l a s t n i g h t , and I mentioned t o him what was done 
h e r e " on t h e f i r s t day. He asked me i f I would p e r s o n a l l y 
thank t h e p e o p l e f o r t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n . He asked i f you c o u l d 
c o n t i n u e t o p r a y f o r them because t h e f a m i l y i s d i v i d e d r i g h t 
now. There i s no way o f g e t t i n g the c h i l d r e n down t o t h e i r 
g r a n d p a r e n t s . And i t ' s been v e r y d i f f i c u l t f o r them. What 
he s a i d was t h a t t h e y c o u l d h a n d l e l o s i n g one member, b u t 
t o have f o u r o f them t a k e n away, i t i s r e a l l y , r e a l l y d i f f i 
c u l t . There a r e f o u r g i r l s l e f t i n the f a m i l y , and t h e y a r e 
a l l between t h e ages o f s e v e n t e e n and t w e n t y - f o u r . I want t o 
thank you on b e h a l f o f t h e Jacobs f a m i l y , t h e y a p p r e c i a t e 
i t v e r y , v e r y much. 
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CHIEF ED MOODY: (Bella Coola Band) 

L a d i e s and Gentlemen, C h i e f s , t h i s 
r e s o l u t i o n I would l i k e t o p r e s e n t t o t h e Assembly i s brought 
fo r w a r d by an E l d e r . I n t a l k i n g w i t h some o f my E l d e r s , 
and what we f e l t y e s t e r d a y a b o u t our P r e s i d e n t , George Manuel, 
We thank him f o r a l l the e f f o r t and t h i n g s t h a t he has done 
f o r our p e o p l e . He has v i s i t e d our band, and he has l i v e d 
w i t h us a f o r a s h o r t t ime i n h i s v i s i t s , so I would l i k e 
t o put t h e r e s o l u t i o n t o t h e f l o o r . 
WHEREAS The Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s w i s h e s t o r e c o g n i z e 

t h e e f f o r t s and c o n t r i b u t i o n s t h a t George Manuel 
has made on b e h a l f o f t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e , 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Union o f B.C. I n d i a n C h i e f s 
a p p o i n t George Manuel Grand C h i e f , and 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT George Manuel be mandated 
t o e s t a b l i s h a Senate o f E l d e r s . 

STEVEN POINT: I s t h e r e a seconder f o r t h e r e s o l u t i o n ? 
You heard t h e r e s o l u t i o n . The r e s o l u t i o n as I u n d e r s t a n d 
i t i s i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e e f f o r t s o f George Manuel, making 
him a Grand C h i e f , and g i v i n g him a mandate o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 
a Senate o f E l d e r s , f o r t h e U n i o n . Do you have a speaker 
on the r e s o l u t i o n ? 

SECONDED BY ANDY THOMAS 
i-

CHIEF ED MOODY: Yes, I do. Lawrence. 

LAWRENCE POOTLASS: ( H e r e d i t a r y C h i e f , B e l l a C o o l a Band) 

Mr. Chairman, B r o t h e r s and S i s t e r s , I 
t h i n k i t ' s a g r e a t p r i v i l e g e t o s t a n d b e f o r e you p e o p l e today 
t o t a l k about o u r former P r e s i d e n t George Manuel. I b e l i e v e 
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he has done a lot of sacrifice for our people in B. C. , our 
c h i l d r e n , o ur g r a n d c h i l d r e n , and f o r t h e f u t u r e o f our 
g e n e r a t i o n . I t h i n k he was i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e NIB, and 
i n v o l v e d w i t h the Wo r l d C o u n c i l o f P e o p l e . I'm n o t r e a l l y 
f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e s e a r e a s . I b e l i e v e he has p u t a l o t o f 
e f f o r t , h i s whole b e i n g , h i s whole s e l f i n t o t h e s e j o b s . 
I b e l i e v e i t has a f f e c t e d h i s h e a l t h , h i s f a m i l y , f o r t h e 
cause o f our p e o p l e . I am r e a l l y proud t o make him our 
Honourary C h i e f i n B. C. I don't f e e l w o r t h y t o s t a n d here 
on b e h a l f o f you p e o p l e , b u t I am honoured t o speak from o ur 
Nux'halk N a t i o n . He has encouraged our p e o p l e . I f e e l 
i n t h e l a s t s i x months t h a t my eyes have been opened, 
become more aware o f o u r p r o b l e m s , what we're f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t 
here t o d a y , what our p e o p l e a r e p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r . I b e l i e v e 
t h i s i s o u r l a s t b a t t l e , and I hope and p r a y f o r everyone 
o f you l e a d e r s t o s t a n d b e h i n d o ur new P r e s i d e n t , o ur V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t s , and t o c o n t i n u e t o encourage them. A l o t o f us 
make m i s t a k e s , and we have t o l o o k a t our m i s t a k e s i n o r d e r 
t h a t we may go ahead. I b e l i e v e t h a t i t i s everyone t h a t 
w i l l make t h i n g s go, i t ' s n o t o n l y t h e l e a d e r s . 

I would l i k e t o thank a l l t h o s e t h a t 
came t o my p o t l a t c h i n B e l l a C o o l a . We d i d a l o t o f c e r e 
m o n i a l dances, name g i v i n g . My r e a l name i s 
and , and I am proud t o say t h a t I have a 
name now, and I a l s o have a song, a C h i e f s song. We had 
a m a r r i a g e c e r e m o n i a l p o t l a t c h , a l s o s t a k i n g a c l a i m w i t h 
our r o c k c a r v i n g because t h e government always says t h a t 
t h o s e r o c k c a r v i n g s came f r o m a n o t h e r l a n d , from a n o t h e r 
n a t i o n . But I b e l i e v e o u r p e o p l e used t o use t h e s e grounds 
f o r c e r e m o n i a l f a s t i n g , and i t ' s an our h i s t o r y , our c u l t u r e , 
i n o u r s t o r y . A n o t h e r t h i n g t h a t I g o t s u p p o r t i n was t h e 
p u l l i n g o u t o f one o f o u r p o s t s . We d i d n ' t r e c o g n i z e t h a t 
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post because DIA always makes our reserves smaller. We're 
q u i t e concerned about t h e f u t u r e o f our younger g e n e r a t i o n , 
where t o b u i l d , and we p u l l e d t h a t p o s t o u t , and I am v e r y 
happy t o say my b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s t h a t were i n t h a t p o t 
l a t c h , encouraged me. They u p l i f t e d my s p i r i t , and t h i s i s 
one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t o ur l e a d e r , George Manuel, encourages 
our p e o p l e t o do, i s t o go back t o our way o f l i v i n g , t o 
f i n d o u r s e l v e s as n a t i v e I n d i a n s , F i r s t P e o p l e . I would l i k e 
t o say t h a t George i s welcome t o come t o our v i l l a g e , o r 
Nux'halk N a t i o n . He i s our Honourary C h i e f , and I b e l i e v e 
t h a t e v e r y band here i n B. C. has the same f e e l i n g and proud 
t o be a b l e t o say t h i s , i t may n o t mean much b u t i t means a 
l o t t o my p e o p l e . I was h o p i n g t h a t I would have something 
t o g i v e t o him t o d a y b u t we weren't q u i t e p r e p a r e d f o r t h i s . 
I b e l i e v e our p e o p l e s h o u l d g i v e him a head d r e s s t o show 
our a p p r e c i a t i o n , so I would l i k e t o commit from our Nux'halk 
N a t i o n , t h a t we w i l l g i v e him t h i s i n the f u t u r e when he 
comes t o v i s i t a t our v i l l a g e . 

W i t h r e g a r d s t o t h e $20,0 00, I t h i n k 
t h a t was a c t i o n , and w i t h t h i s o t h e r $250,000 t h a t we need 
t o r a i s e . I have been t a l k i n g t o the Band C o u n c i l h e r e , 
w i t h o u r E l d e r s , I f e e l t h a t we have t o c o n t r i b u t e a t l e a s t 
$70. I don't know how we a r e g o i n g t o do i t , b u t I f e e l i t 
sh o u l d be t h a t much from our band. I hope we can r a i s e t h a t 
much. I hope you r e a l l y s t a n d b e h i n d your new P r e s i d e n t , 
you V i c e P r e s i d e n t s , you E x e c u t i v e , and whoever i s i n charge 
o f t h e Union o f B. C. I n d i a n C h i e f s . I f e e l t h a t some o f 
the o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s have n o t come o u t s t r o n g enough 
a g a i n s t what we are d o i n g h e r e . I am n o t t o jud g e , but I 
f e e l i t k i n d o f heavy w i t h i n my s p i r i t t h a t t h e r e i s n ' t 
enough news about what our p e o p l e a r e t r y i n g t o do t o f i g h t 
f o r our r a c e f o r t h e f u t u r e o f o u r g e n e r a t i o n . I t h i n g 
I w i l l l e a v e i t a t t h a t . 
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STEVEN POINT: You h e a r d t h e r e s o l u t i o n . I don't t h i n k we've 
e v e r had a r e s o l u t i o n o f t h i s n a t u r e b e f o r e . I s t h e r e any 
d i s c u s s i o n ? 

ABEL JOE: 
The r e s o l u t i o n t h a t was p r e s e n t e d t o t h e 

Assembly, i s the greatest honour we c o u l d bestow on our p a s t 
p r e s i d e n t . The t h i n g s he d i d f o r u s , how he g u i d e d e v e r y 
one o f u s , many o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c r o s s Canada d i d not 
agree w i t h t h i n g s t h a t he d i d f o r us b u t i t ' s gone r i g h t 
t h r o u g h t h e whole w o r l d . He d i d n o t do j u s t f o r B r i t i s h 
C olumbia b u t a c r o s s Canada, the w o r l d and i n t o t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s . Most o f t h e t i m e I know he d i d n o t go t h r o u g h th e 
expenses o f the U n i o n o f C h i e f s . I t h i n k i t ' s t h e g r e a t e s t 
honour we c o u l d bestow on our p a s t P r e s i d e n t . The way the 
r e s o l u t i o n r e a d , t h e way I u n d e r s t o o d i t , i n our I n d i a n 
word, i f I c o u l d be c o r r e c t e d by E l d e r W i l f r e d S y l v e s t e r , 
i s t h a t he w i l l be our ' l a m a h a h h n i 1 , i n o t h e r words i n 
E n g l i s h , h e ' l l be t h e ' g r e a t e s t a d v i s o r ' among our p e o p l e 
here i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . I know he w i l l n o t have v e r y much 
t o do w i t h now, b u t maybe t h e way he's g o i n g t o conduct h i s 
l i f e - s t y l e b e h i n d Union o f C h i e f s . A man o f h i s c a l l i b r e i s 
one o f t h e g r e a t e s t t h i n g s t h a t he has done f o r the whole o f 
Canada. I f I c o u l d remember, he was t h e man who b r o u g h t the 
NIB back t o l i f e , he was t h e man t h a t went a c r o s s Canada 
t o wake up I n d i a n p e o p l e o f what we're f a c e d w i t h , and I am 
s u r e t h a t everyone o f us f e e l t h a t we s h o u l d c o n t r i b u t e 
something t o t h i s man, o f h i s c a l i b r e , and o f h i s age and 
h e a l t h . 

There i s a n o t h e r t h i n g t h a t has been 
mentioned a l r e a d y among our p e o p l e t h a t when we go home, and 
go t o e a c h member o f t h e bands, and ask them f o r d o n a t i o n s 
t o keep o u r f i g h t g o i n g . When we came here y e s t e r d a y , we 
were c a u g h t w i t h n o t h i n g i n o u r p o c k e t , and s t i l l t h e r e was 
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a lot of people who donated and the last man that presented 
2,000 pennies, that was r e a l l y something because even a penny 
counts i n our struggle today. Some of us might think ' l e t 
them do i t " . We're always t a l k i n g about 'they', who are 'they'? 
We are 'they'! I t ' s everyone of us that has to dig for our l a s t 
penny, l e t us do i t . We don't want to depend too much on other 
funding to carry through our struggle. I t ' s not only that 
struggle with the Constitution, but i t i s many, many other 
things that we have to deal with. Everything that i s mentioned, 
or any res o l u t i o n that i s brought Into the Assembly, i s going 
to cost. And the money that the Union of B. C. Indian Chiefs 
has got, i s not enough. When the Secretary of State comes i n 
th i s afternoon, I think we should prepare many questions for 
him. As a Cu l t u r a l Researcher i n Cowichan, I dug into many 
of the t r e a t i e s and a l l the recommendations and everything 
that the former governments presented to the Indian people. 
There i s one that I found, I don't know what year i t was, 
when the f i r s t DPs, they c a l l them, "Delayed Pioneers", bought 
the land for maybe $1 for every ten acres or so, and half of 
that money i s suppose to go to the Secretary of State. Where 
does the Secretary of State get t h e i r money from? That's the 
question that I would l i k e to present to that man. The face 
of t h e i r d o l l a r b i l l i s worth nothing without our natural 
resources. And l i s t e n i n g to everthing that went on yesterday, 
how each government that we e l e c t to govern us, i s putting 
us down to the ground, a l l the money they have, the government 
i s even a f r a i d of the big companies because they would get no 
money from them. The d o l l a r rules the day, and that's our 
d o l l a r . There i s no way they could get to p r i n t that d o l l a r 
b i l l without our natural resources. 

I think that's the biggest tribute to our 
past president. The way the resolution sounds to me, there w i l l 
be l i t t l e things involved, t h e i r t r a v e l l i n g expenses, i f the 
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Council of Elders is go inf. to be formed. When we think of the 
E l d e r s , t h e knowledge and wisdom t h e y have, i t ' s t h e g r e a t e s t 
t h i n g f o r a l l t h e young, p e o p l e here t h a t are l i s t e n i n g . E v e r y 
one o f us has t o d i g i n and h e l p t h a t r e s o l u t i o n o u t so i t 
w i l l be something. I t ' s n o t j u s t t o pass h e r e , and f o r g e t 
about. When i t goes i n t o t h e book, we l o s e i t . I t i s the 
g r e a t e s t t h i n g amongst t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e when a man r e c e i v e s 
an:-. I n d i a n name. I c o u l d see t h e I n d i a n coming back i n t o l i f e , 
and g o i n g back and l i v e on t h e e a r t h , and u n d e r s t a n d the e a r t h 
w i t h one mind. Even the s p i r i t u a l d a n c i n g i n o u r a r e a i s coming 
up. I t d i e d when t h e I n d i a n Department p r o h i b i t e d t h e I n d i a n s 
from h a v i n g p o t l a t c h e s , c o n f i s c a t e d e v e r y t h i n g t h a t we had 
because a l l t h o s e t h i n g s t h a t t h e I n d i a n b e l i e v e d b e f o r e t h e 
w h i t e man came, t h e i r f o rm o f p r a y e r , t o a t r e e , t o a n y t h i n g 
t hey have, t h e y gave t h a n k s . Even b e f o r e t h e y t o u c h i t , the. 
I n d i a n p e o p l e r e s p e c t e d t h e t r e e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e c e d a r , t h e 
k i n g o f t h e f o r e s t s , where we got our c l o t h i n g , our canoes, 
our s h e l t e r and e v e r y t h i n g . T h a t ' s the t h i n g we are f o r g e t t i n g , 
and l e t ' s g e t t h e young p e o p l e t o do a l o t o f r e s e a r c h o f the 
ways and means t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e d i d l o n g b e f o r e the w h i t e man 
came. I f we don't, we're g o i n g t o l o s e e v e r y t h i n g . 

We1 r e f o r t u n a t e enough t h a t we have 
many of our E l d e r s i n Cowichan t h a t remember- many t h i n g s , and 
we're p u t t i n g i t i n book form. I've w r i t t e n t h e Cowichan 
I n d i a n Language and a l l o f t h e s e t h i n g t h a t I l e a r n e d from our 
E l d e r s i s g o i n g t o go i n t o t h e s c h o o l s , a l l e x c e p t the s p i r i -
t u a l things t h a t we do i n t h e longhouse where i f an I n d i a n boy 
wants t o l e a r n , o r anybody has t o go t o our l i b r a r y and r e a d 
i t , i t c a n ' t go out o f our own l i b r a r y . I t ' s n o t g o i n g t o be 
put p u b l i c , many t h i n g s t h a t we got from our E l d e r s , i t ' s n o t 
g o i n g t o be p u t p u b l i c so t h a t ' s one t h i n g t h a t I r e a l l y go 

b e h i n d t h a t r e s o l u t i o n , f o r our p a s t p r e s i d e n t . I g i v e him 
honour f o r t h a t . Thank you. 

. . . .177 



-176-

CHIEF B I L L ROBERTS: (Kwawkewlth Band) 
I t h i n k i t i s v e r y good t o r e c o g n i z e 

one of;' o ur l e a d e r s . Why r e c o g n i z e o n l y one? I n our own t e r r i 
t o r i e s we have l e a d e r s t o o . One o f t h e men t h a t r e a l l y s t a r t e d 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f Canada i s Andrew P a u l from the Squamish 
Band. We f o r g o t a l l about t h e gentleman. He worked w i t h o u t 
pay. A t a me e t i n g , he made I t p o s s i b l e f o r our p e o p l e t o u n i t e 
Canada. And we have t h e N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r i e s , P e t e r K e l l y 
and t h e N i s h g a s . We s h o u l d p u t them a l l t o g e t h e r as l e a d e r s , 
not o n l y r e c o g n i z e one. We haven't a c c o m p l i s h e d v e r y much 
y e t , we a r e s t i l l a square m a r b l e , we have t o s t a r t o v er a g a i n . 
Our r i g h t s have been based on t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n . We've been 
t r y i n g f o r many y e a r s i n our t e r r i t o r y , we s u b s c r i b e t o the 
A l l i e d T r i b e s f o r many y e a r s , a l l t h r o u g h my l i f e . I sub
s c r i b e d f o r f u n d i n g from d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r our r i g h t s . 
We have t o r e c o g n i z e t h e o t h e r p e o p l e t o o , n o t o n l y one. We 
r e c o g n i z e t h e p e o p l e who's g o i n g t o w i n our r i g h t s i n Canada, 
we're n o t h i n g h e r e , o ur p e o p l e have q u a l i t i e s , d e d i c a t e d 
p e o p l e , w i t h o u t pay. T h i s i s what I want t o say, t o r e c o g n i z e 
a l l o f our l e a d e r s t h a t has gone. 

CHIEF RON JOHN: (Hope Band) 
I s u p p o r t the r e s o l u t i o n 100%, b u t I 

do a l s o agree w i t h t h e o l d gentleman who spoke b e f o r e me. I t ' s 
not t o o l a t e t o s t a r t r e c o g n i z i n g and a p p r e c i a t i n g the g r e a t 
l e a d e r s o f t o d a y w h i l e t h e y a r e h e r e , t o show a p p r e c i a t i o n 
f o r t he ones t h a t p a s s e d and have gone t o t h e o t h e r w o r l d . I 
have g r e a t r e s p e c t f o r many o f the l e a d e r s t h a t went b e f o r e 
us. I can s t i l l h e a r t h e i r words and t h e i r b a t t l e s . We have 
a l o t t o l e a r n , t h i s i s a v e r y young c o u n t r y when you're speak
i n g i n f o r e i g n p e o p l e s ' language b u t i t ' s an o l d c o u n t r y the 
way we see i t . I ' d l i k e t o see a Grand C o u n c i l o f Honourary 
C h i e f s i n B. C., where t h e y have a v a s t knowledge o f the f i g h t 
t h a t went on b e f o r e u s . We can l e a r n from t h a t , we can l e a r n 
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how not to get buried, with the advice of these great men. We 
have a few o f them s i t t i n g h ere t o d a y . I'm sure when t h e Coun 
c i l of Grand C h i e f s i s o r g a n i z e d , and t h e y .meet r e g u l a r l y 
t o a d v i s e our young C h i e f s , t h a t our f r o n t i s g o i n g t o be 
s t r o n g e r , and our b a t t l e , l o o k i n g t h r o u g h t h a t t u n n e l , i s 
g o i n g t o g e t b r i g h t e r . I have a l o t t o l e a r n as a l e a d e r , 
but I a p p r e c i a t e everybody's o p i n i o n as w e l l , I hope t h e y 
a p p r e c i a t e mine. W h i l e I am up h e r e , I would l i k e t o say 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o our new E x e c u t i v e o f t h e Union of B. C. 
I n d i a n C h i e f s . I have a l i t t l e a d v i c e , my own o p i n i o n , and 
I've heard i t h e r e a few t i m e s o v e r the l a s t c o u p l e o f days, 
and t h a t t o open our d o o r s , our minds, and our h e a r t s . And 
w i t h t h i s new l e a d e r s h i p , I see a new momentum f o r m i n g because 
the new f a c e s on t h e b oard a r e young and e n e r g e t i c , and I 
know t h e y have a s t r o n g t o u g h j o b a g a i n s t them f i g h t i n g f o r 
u s , because the f i n a n c i n g i s g o i n g t o have t o come from the 
p e o p l e . I would say we open our doors and be more open, so 
t h a t t h i s Union can grow as the U nion o f C h i e f s f o r t h e p e o p l e 
and t h a t we l i s t e n t o everybody's problems as we w i l l have 
them l i s t e n t o o u r s . Thank you. 
CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band) 

I j u s t w i s h t o thank th e C h i e f from 
B e l l a C o o l a f o r b r i n g i n g t h i s t o our a t t e n t i o n and r e c o g n i z i n g 
our l e a d e r s w h i l e t h e y are s t i l l a l i v e . I f e e l t h e same way 
as B i l l R o b e r t s t h a t sometimes we s h o u l d g i v e acknowledgement 
t o the l e a d e r s t h a t have pass e d on. I thank Ed Moody f o r 
p r e s e n t i n g t h i s r e s o l u t i o n . The band s h e e t s t h a t I have i n 
f r o n t o f me from E s q u i m a l t , L y a c k s o n , Songhees, Chemainus, 
and m y s e l f , we would n o t be c o l l e c t i n g our h o n o r a r i u m f o r the 
espenses t h a t we i n c u r r e d h e r e . We want t h a t t r a n s f e r r e d 
back t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s o r t o the second phase o f our 
b a t t l e . So t h e s e bands w i l l n o t be c o l l e c t i n g t h e i r pay, we 
a r e here a t our own expense. 
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STEVEN POINT: I n terms o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n i t s e l f , 
j u s t t o answer some o f t h e c o n c e r n s t h a t have been b r o u g h t 
up, i n a d d i t i o n o r the addendum t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n c l e a r l y 
i d e n t i f i e d t h e p r o c e s s o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a S e n a t e, and I would 
hope t h a t i n c o r p o r a t e s , n o t o n l y t h e l e a d e r s o f t oday b u t 
t h e l e a d e r s o f y e s t e r d a y . I c e r t a i n l y t h i n k t h a t i t c o u l d 
be i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e meaning o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n . I am 
g o i n g t o s t o p d i s c u s s i o n on t h e r e s o l u t i o n , and e x e r c i s e the 
a u t h o r i t y o f t h e C h a i r , I'm g o i n g t o c a l l q u e s t i o n on t h a t 
motion t o make George Manuel, t h r o u g h e l e c t i o n o f the C h i e f s 
r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e U n i o n , a Grand C h i e f w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
o f e s t a b l i s h i n g an E l d e r ' s Senate, a C o u n c i l o f Grand C h i e f s 
I n B. C. I c a l l q u e s t i o n on t h a t m o t i o n , and I would ask 
a l l t h e d e l e g a t e s here who a r e i n f a v o u r o f t h a t m o t i o n t o 
i n d i c a t e i n t h e u s u a l manner. Are t h e r e any opposed? I 
don't know how many Grand C h i e f s we have i n B. C , I don't 
even know i f we've e v e r done t h i s b e f o r e , b u t f o r me a t l e a s t , 
t h i s i s p r o b a b l y t h e f i r s t t i me t h a t I ' l l e v e r meet a Grand 
C h i e f . I'm f u r e f o r t h e most o f us i t w i l l be the f i r s t as 
w e l l . On t h a t b a s i s , I would l i k e t o ask George Manuel t o 
come up and a c c e p t t h i s honour g i v e n t o him from the r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e s , t h e C h i e f s o f t h i s P r o v i n c e . L a d i e s and Gentlemen, 
I g i v e you our f i r s t Grand C h i e f o f B.C., George Manuel. 

GEORGE MANUEL: Thank you v e r y much, Mr. Chairman, 
b o t h Chairman, the C h i e f s and t h e d e l e g a t e s o f t h i s C o n f e r e n c e . 
I t h i n k i t was p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e r e ' s some g r e a t l e a d e r s 
who have n o t been g i v e n t h e r e q u i r e d r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t t h e y 
s h o u l d have had when t h e y were a l i v e . There i s a g r e a t d e a l 
o f t r u t h t o t h a t , from a l l t h e p e o p l e t h a t have been i n v o l v e d . 
We o f t e n t a l k about g r e a t l e a d e r s , our own I n d i a n l e a d e r s , 
but we a l w a y s t a l k about them a f t e r t h e y d i e , and I guess 
f o r t h i s r e a s o n , I r e a l l y d e e p l y a p p r e c i a t e t h i s honour t h a t 
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has been given to me at this conference. I can go into a 
l o t about t h e g r e a t l e a d e r s t h a t have gone by. Andrew P a u l 
t o me, was one o f t h e Champions t h a t I worked under when I 
was j u s t a young boy up i n my r e s e r v e i n Chase. I n 19 52, 
I wrote him a l e t t e r t e l l i n g him about th e problems t h a t the 
I n d i a n s were h a v i n g i n the I n t e r i o r o f B. C. A t t h a t time 
t h e y were d e n y i n g I n d i a n p e o p l e h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , m e d i c i n e , 
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n and so f o r t h . I can remember t h a t . A t t h a t 
time I d i d n ' t know the man a t a l l , but I wrote him a l e t t e r 
from Chase. I wrote t o N o r t h Vancouver because I d i d n ' t 
know what h i s a d d r e s s was, I j u s t p u t N o r t h Vancouver, and 
he answered t o me i m m e d i a t e l y . He t o l d me t h a t I s h o u l d 
not pay my d o c t o r b i l l , o r any b i l l , t h a t t h e H e a l t h S e r v i c e s 
were t r y i n g t o make me pay. The r e ason he s a i d was t h a t the 
l a n d t h a t t h e w h i t e p e o p l e occupy b e l o n g e d t o t h e I n d i a n 
p e o p l e , and t h e l a n d was s t o l e n from the I n d i a n p e o p l e . 
T h i s was t h e l e t t e r t h a t he wrote t o me, t h e I n d i a n s any
where s h o u l d n ' t have t o o r w i l l n o t as f a r as I am concerned, 
pay t h e i r d o c t o r o r f o r h e a l t h s e r v i c e s . T h a t ' s the e x p e r i e n c e 
I had w i t h Andrew P a u l , s i n c e t h e n we worked t o g e t h e r u n t i l 
he d i e d . I l e a r n e d a l o t from him b e f o r e he d i e d i n t h a t 
p e r i o d o f t i m e . But t h e r e are a l s o a l o t o f o t h e r p e o p l e , 
you can go on and on, who have s a c r i f i c e d , as B i l l R o b e r t s 
p o i n t e d o u t . There were many s a c r i f i c e s t h a t were made by 
i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n p e o p l e r i g h t a c r o s s t h e P r o v i n c e , r i g h t 
a c r o s s Canada. I can remember when I n d i a n p e o p l e a l l o v e r 
the c o a s t and t h e i n t e r i o r d i d n ' t want any money from the 
government a t a l l . They were a f r a i d i f t h e y a c c e p t e d money 
from the government, t h e y were s u r r e n d e r i n g t h e i r a b o r i g i n a l 
r i g h t s t o t h e government, and so t h a t i s what we a r e t a l k i n g 
about a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e . That i s the v e r y key t h a t happened 
about our l i f e , now i t i s our f a c e t o d a y . I guess the g overn
ment has a c c e p t e d t h e f a c t t h a t we have s u r r e n d e r e d . That's 
the r e a s o n why our p e o p l e a r e v e r y shocked about the a c t i o n s 
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that the Canadian Government is pursuing to patriate the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . You've been t o l d y e s t e r d a y i n t h e p a s t two 
days what t h e p a t r i a t i o n means. I t means Canada wants t o 
b r i n g t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n back t o Canada and d i v o r c e i t s p o l i t i 
c a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h G r e a t B r i t a i n and t h e y w i l l now govern 
t o t a l l y under t h e i r terms and t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s how I n d i a n s 
s h o u l d l i v e under a s s i m i l a t e d s i t u a t i o n . We've been f o r e 
warned by many o f our E l d e r s t h i s was g o i n g t o t a k e p l a c e , 
but we n e v e r l i s t e n e d . A l o t o f our p e o p l e n e v e r l i s t e n e d 
t o our E l d e r s who have d i e d , and a l o t o f our E l d e r s t h a t 
a r e s t i l l a l i v e , t h a t t h i s was g o i n g t o happen. Now a l l o f 
a sudden, we r e a l i z e t h a t our backs are a g a i n s t the w a l l . 
I can sense a c o n c e r n a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e , a r e a l urgency. 
There a r e two P r o v i n c e s t h a t are d o i n g something about i t . 
I was i n f o r m e d by t h e A l b e r t a I n d i a n s t h a t t h e y a r e g o i n g 
t o be p u t t i n g i n $80,000 towards t h i s f i g h t . They've a l r e a d y 
spent $20,000, but t h e y a r e g o i n g t o go i n w i t h us and work 
t o g e t h e r t o f i g h t t h i s b a t t l e . T h a t ' s h a r d c a s h money, they've 
got i t r i g h t on t h e t a b l e a l r e a d y . So I gave t h i s message 
t h i s m o rning t o them from t h e d e l e g a t e s o f t h e UBCIC that, 
we've g a t h e r e d about $30,0 00 up t o t h i s morning. That's 
$115,000, we've g a t h e r e d a l r e a d y up t o now. We need f a r 
more as f a r as t h i s f i g h t i s c o n c e r n e d . I t i s v e r y e n c o u r a g 
i n g because f o r t h e f i r s t t i me i n my e x p e r i e n c e as a l e a d e r , 
i t l o o k s l i k e we a r e l i s t e n i n g t o t h e E l d e r s . We a r e l i s 
t e n i n g t o our c o n s t i t u e n t s , t o p e o p l e who e l e c t us as C h i e f s , 
we're l i s t e n i n g t o t h e p e o p l e who a r e c o n c e r n e d t h a t our 
l a n d i s g o i n g t o be s t o l e n , our f i s h i n g i s g o i n g t o be s t o l e n , 
and our i d e n t i t y has been s t o l e n . Mr. Chairman, f o r t h i s r e a s o n , 
I a c c e p t t h i s h o n o u r a r y p o s i t i o n . t o be a Grand C h i e f . I 
t h o u g h t I was g o i n g t o be r e t i r i n g , b u t i t ' s n o t r e a l l y 
r e t i r e m e n t t h a t you a r e t a l k i n g about when you d e l e g a t e t h i s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I t r e q u i r e s a l o t o f work t o put t o g e t h e r 
a Senate o f E l d e r s , a b o a r d o f E l d e r s . I would l i k e t o g e t 
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some of these Elders like Sylvester, and other people, to help 
because i t ' s g o i n g t o r e q u i r e a l o t o f p e o p l e s ' mind t o be 
a b l e t o put t h i s t o g e t h e r , and t o c o n t i n u e the f i g h t t h a t 
we have. To c o n c l u d e , I thank you v e r y much f o r r e c o g n i z i n g 
me f o r t h e work t h a t I have done i n the p e r i o d t h a t I have 
been w i t h you p e o p l e , and I am g l a d you d i d i t w h i l e I am 
s t i l l a l i v e . Thank you v e r y much. 
STEVEN POINT: The cooks a r e r e a l l y g e t t i n g angry 
w i t h me because I've been k e e p i n g the c o n f e r e n c e o v e r , however, 
I've been w a i t i n g f o r t h i s moment f o r q u i t e a few minutes i n 
terms o f t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o George. We do have one problem 
and t h a t i s i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e time c o n t r a i n t t h a t I am 
g o i n g t o beg t h e d i s c r e t i o n o f t h e assembly. We have two 
c h o i c e s a t t h i s t i m e , perhaps a f t e r l u n c h we won't see as 
many d e l e g a t e s as we s h o u l d , t h e f a c t i s we have the g e n t l e 
man from S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e w i t h us a t t h i s t i m e . We o r i g i 
n a l l y i n d i c a t e d a t t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l t h a t we would a l l o w 
him f i f t e e n m i n u t es t o make a p r e s e n t a t i o n . The q u e s t i o n 
t h a t I have f o r t h e d e l e g a t i o n i s would you l i k e t o hear h i s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n , o r would you l i k e t o e a t f i r s t . You want t o 
hear him now? Mr. B u r r o u g h s , are you here w i t h u s , from 
the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ? I would ask no b o o i n g o r h i s s i n g . 

MR. BURROUGHS: Mr. Chairman, C h i e f s , and g u e s t s 
a t t h e UBCIC Assembly, I must say i t i s a dangerous t h i n g t o 
ask a p e r s o n o f my background t o speak f o r o n l y a few m i n u t e s , 
B a s i l Ambers, you may know what t h a t means, and some o t h e r 
p e o p l e , b u t I am p l e a s e d t o have t h e o p p o r t u n i t y , b u t not 
t o defend t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r the l a s t 114 y e a r s , b u t 
t o say something about th e r o l e o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e 
Department c u r r e n t l y p l a y s i n the f u n d i n g programs f o r r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e I n d i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c r o s s Canada f o r the l a s t t e n , 

• • • .183 
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almost e l e v e n y e a r s , t h e b a s i c f u n d i n g programs f o r t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l I n d i a n S t a t u s and n o n - S t a t u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s has 
come from t h e N a v i v e Gore F u n d i n g Program. F o r most o f t h a t 
t i m e , i n most o f the P r o v i n c e s , i t i s meant t h a t t h e r e has 
has been f u n d i n g f o r one p r o v i n c i a l S t a t u s I n d i a n o r g a n i z a 
t i o n and one p r o v i n c i a l and r e g i o n a l n o n - S t a t u s I n d i a n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . There has been some a d d i t i o n s t o t h i s i n 
O n t a r i o and Quebec, and t h i s p a s t y e a r , o r the c u r r e n t f i s c a l 
y e a r i n B r i t i s h C o lumbia, t h i s , has been a l t e r e d t o a l l o w 
t r i b a l c o u n c i l s o r d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l s , i f t h e y had t h e s t r o n g 
s u p p o r t o f t h e bands w i t h i n t h e i r a r e a s t o r e c e i v e f u n d i n g 
from t h e Core 
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Funding Program. There has been a l o t o f c o n c e r n about t h i s by t h e 
UBCIC and t h a t ' s n o t s u r p r i s i n g . Because the funds f o r the program 
were n o t i n c r e a s e d and i t meant t h a t i f T r i b a l C o u n c i l d i d n o t p u t t h e i r 
BCRs t o s u p p o r t t h e UBCIC I F THEY Put t h i e r a l l o c a t i o n t o the T r i b a l 
C o u n c i l i t meant a r e d u c t i o n i n the funds f o r the UBCIC i n t h i s c ase. 
The program t h a t has been o p e r a t i n g s i n c e 1971 i s e x p i r i n g a t t h e end o f 
Mar. and t h e Sec. o f S t a t e has s a i d t h a t b e f o r e the new program 
i s p u t i n p l a c e f o r n e x t Apr. C o n s u l t a t i o n must t a k e p l a c e w i t h 
t h e p r o v . O r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t had been u s i n g the Core F u n d i n g Progaram 
a c r o s s Canada and i n the case of B.C.jthe o r g a n i z e d t r i b a l o r d i s t . 
c o u n c i l t h a t have q u a l i f i e d f o r the funds t h i s y e a r or might i n the 
near f u t u r e . As a r e s u l t ^ w e are t r y i n g i n t h e n e x t few weeks t o complete 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h a l l the d i s t o r T r i b a l c o u n c i l s so t h a t we can f i n d 
out one c o u n c i l a t a time r a t h e r than h a v i n g them a l l t o g e t h e r as 
happened this w i n t e r . What t h e v i e w s o f t h e t r i b a l or d i s t c o u n c i l 
are in t h i s m a t t e r . And i f i t i s the s t r o n g w i s h o f some t r i b a l c o u n c i l 
t o be independent and not p a r t i c i p a t e i n a p r o v i n c i a l a s s o c i a t i o n 
and t h e i r band c o u n c i l c o n t i n u e t o s u p p o r t t h a t p o s i t i o n , t h e n 
the|i way the program i s a t t h e moment, th e y would be a b l e t o a l l o c a t e 
t h e i r p e r c a p i t a ^ share t o t h e i r own t r i b a l c o u n c i l . I t may be t h a t 
he new program w h i c h h a s n ' t been w | ( r i t t e n y e t and w i l l n o t be w r i t t e n 

u n t i l t h e r e p o r t s are completed on our v i s i t s t o v a r i o u s d i s t . and 
t r i b a l groups and p r o v . a s s o c i a t i o n s . I t may be an e n t i r e l y *g, d i f f e r e n t 
k i n d o f program and we have t o f i n d out what the t r i b a l or d i s t r i c t 
council that want that program to be and what the prov. associations 
want that program to be. During the next two weeks we hope to be 
meeting w i t h many o f the p e o p l e who a r e i n t h i s room as t h e y p a r t i c i p a t e 
in t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r t r i b a l or dist council and we are 
a t t e m p t i n g t o e s t a b l i s h t h e d a t e and time f o r a m e e t i n g w i t h the 
e x e c u t i v e o r o f f i c e r s o f t h e UBCIC as w e l l o r those who are g o i n g t o 
be a b a i l a b l e t o meet w i t h us a c o u p l e o f weeks from now. I t has been 
"a v e r y c o n f u s i n g y e a r f o r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r program o f the Sec of S t a t e 
because a t t h e same time t h a t t h e r e were BCRs b e i n g r e q u e s t e d by our 
dept., t h e DIA was d o i n g the same t h i n g and t h e y ended up h a v i n g d i f 
f e r e n t d a t e s and t h e r e was a l o t o f c o n f u s i o n which seemed i n e v i t a b l e . 
We hope t h a t we g e t a c l e a r message from the t r i b a l or d i s t c o u n c i l 
t h r o u g h o u t th e p r o v . and t h a t your own o r g a n i z a t i o n , your own new 
e x e c u t i v e , I guess i t i s now w i l l be a b l e t o put b e f o r e us t h e k i n d 
o f program t h a t t h e y b e l i e v e t h e Sec o f S t a t e ought t o have. I'm sure 
t h e y ' r e t i r e d o f t e l l i n g t h e Sec. o f S t a t e what t h e program s h o u l d be 
b u t we're b e i n g asked once a g a i n , now by a new m i n i s t e r , G e r a l d 
Reagan t o i n s u r e t h a t we get views o f t h e /\/ative p e o p l e and t h a t we 
t r y t o d e v e l o p w i t h them a program t h a t i s g o i n g t o p r o v i d e the c o r e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n d i n g t o a l l o w them t o do t h e i r work and t o c a r r y 
o u t a l l t h e i r o t h e r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s and l a n d 
c l a i m s and s o c i a l and economic development a c t i v i t i e s w hich are so 
i m p o r t a n t f o r you. Thank you. 
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STEVEN POINT: Okay, you've heard the report. Basically, he is telling 
you t h a t he w i l l be coming around t o the d i s t r i c t s , the t r i b a l coun. 
wantin g some i n f o r m a t i o n whether o r not you want your $ a l l o c a t e d 
to the d i s t . o r t h e t r i b a l c o u n c i l o r do you want i t g o i n g t o a c e n t r a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ? E s s e n t i a l l y the same k i n d o f t h i n g t h a t has happened 
p r e v i o u s l y w i t h t h e department and a g a i n a q u e s t i o n o f $. So i f 
th e r e a r e any q u e s t i o n s o r comments t h a t we can d i r e c t t o our r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e o f t h e Sec o f S t a t e h e r e . 
BASIL AMBERS:^ I ' d l i k e t o ask Bob, how d i d i t come about t h a t we're 
now being f o r c e d t o make a c h o i c e ? One o f the t h i n g s t h a t e v e r y man 
f a c e s and a l l d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l ^ f a c e j i s t h e l a c k o f $. Now you're coming 
up t o us and s a y i n g 'Where do you want your $ t o go?' 
The t h i n g t o me i s a d i v i s i v e f a c t o r . I s t h i s d e s i g n e d . 

BOB BURROUGHS: I'm sure t h a t i t s n o t d e s i g n e d b u t t h e r e are many p e o p l e 
who suggest t h a t i t is designed. The Sec o f S t a t e d e p t . r e c e i v e d 
p r o p o s a l s r e q u e s t s , demands from some p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 
o t h e r p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t r i b a l c o u n c i l s who were n o t 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e p r o v i n c i a l group t h a t ' s n o t r e p r e s e n t e d h e r e . 
T h i s happened i n 1978 and a g a i n i n 1979 and 1980. Each time the Sec. 
of s t a t e d e p t . like i n 78 and 79 they said 'no i t s o n l y g o i n g t o one 
p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , "that's a n a t i o n a l program and t h a t ' s t h e way 
i t i s . But i n 19 80 when t h i s happened a g a i n , the d e c i s i o n was made 
by t h e Native C i t i z e n s Directorate of the dept i n Ottawa t o have a 
c o n s u l t a t i o n t o w r i t e t o t h e d i s t : c o u n c i l s t o b r i n g t h e v a r i o u s 
t r i b a l o r d i s t ' c o u n c i l s t o g e t h e r f o r a meeting and have t h a t as a 
p r i n c i p a l agenda i t e m f o r one day o f t h a t m e e t i n g . A t t h a t meeting 
the v o t e was a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2-1. I t was 11 t o 5 i n f a v o r o f d e c e n t r a 
l i z i n g t h e program o r a t l e a s t a l l o w i n g t r i b a l groups t o be funded by 
i t i f t h e y had BCR s u p p o r t from t h e i r band. That's what happened 
as I p o i n t e d o u t e a r l i e r the pot of money the funds a v a i l a b l e , did 
not i n c r e a s e , t h e r e f o r e , any s u p p o r t t h e t r i b a l councilsyimeant l e s s 
$5 f o r t h e p r o v i c i a l organi»tions and I agree w i t h you, i t p u t s 
bands and i t p u t s d i s t . c o u n c i l s and t r i b a l c o u n c i l i p j p o s i t i o n where 
t h e t ' e caught i n t h e squeeze u n l e s s t h e r e i s a d d i t i o n a l money p r o 
v i d e d and q u i t e f r a n k l y i f people ask a d v i c e o r s u g g e s t i o n s which t h e y 
may not do b u t some o f them a l r e a d y have and I s a i d ' I t h i n k t h a t you have 
to p r e s s u r e f o r an i n c r e a s e d pot o f moneys so t h a t t r i b a l c o u n c i l 
and d i s t c o u n c i l can be funded w i t h o u t n e c c e s s a r i l y t a k i n g money from 
the s u p p o r t o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

STEVEN POINT: Thank you. I would l i k e t o p o i n t o u t t h a t you mentioned 
e a r l i e r t h a t t h e r e was ay^Lot o f c o n f u s i o n when t h i s -whole - f o r m u l a 
came about and I know from my d i s t r i c t j c o u n c i l , i t t o o k me a l o n g time 
t o r e a l i z e what t h a t whole t h i n g was about. When I d i d s i t 
back and look a t It. i t l o o k e d l i k e a government c o n c o c t e d p l a n 
wheter or not t o d i v i d e I n d i a n bands i n B.C. I f Sec. Of S t a t e s a t back and 
a n a l i z e d t h i n g o b j e c t i v e l y , t h e y would 
r e a l i z e ^ , t h a t t h i s i s what the whole t h i n g was g o i n g t o do. You're 
a s k i n g us now t o l o b b y a f t e r t h e f a c t . T h i s i s n ' t even the e l e v e n t h 
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hour we're talking about, this has gone past the 2 o'clock mark and 
I t h i n k you're a s k i n g us now t o do your j o b f o r you t o go and l o b b y 
f o r $ f o r your de p t . Thank you. 
Ray Hance: Looks l i k e he's been s c a l p e d a l r e a d y . But anyway, Bob, 
I j u s t wanted t o c l a r i f y a p o i n t h e r e . You mentioned BCRs a c o u p l e 
of t i m e s and t h e band t h a t d i d n ' t send a n y BCRS t h i s y e a r , t h e f u n d i n g 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXwhat happens t o t h a t ? 

BOB BURROUGHS: I f the m a j o r i t y o f the bands i n a d i s t r i c t counc. o r 
t r i b a l c o u n c i l a r e a a l l o c a t e d t h e i r p e r c a p i t a share t o t h e t r i b a l 
c o u n c i l i n case o f t h e a l l i a n c e , t h e a l l i a n c e was c o n s i d e r e d as a 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX t r i b a l group. I f t h e m a j o r i t y o f the 
bands r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e band membership i n t h o s e a r e a s 
a l l o c a t e d them t o t h a t group, t h e n t h a t ' s where t h a t money went. I n 
the case o f a t r i b . c o u n c i l a r e a where t h e r e were 8 bands and 5 s m a l l 
bands a l l o c a t e d t h e i r money t o the t r i b a l c o u n c i l , the o t h e r 3 bands 
t h a t r e p r e s e n t e d t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a l l o c a t e d t h e i r s , d i d n ' t 

send BCRs, so a l l the money f o r t h a t a r e a went t o t h e UBCIC. And i f 
you're s p e a k i n g about Chemaniusl?. The Chemainus a t the time t h a t t h e 
l e t t e r went out and a t t h e time t h e d e a d l i n e was re a c h e d was a 
member as I u n d e r s t a n d o f the a l l i a n c e . They were c e r t a i n l y l i s t e d 
on the A l l i a n c e i n t h e communication I had w i t h the band o f f i c e , t h a t 
was t h e case# I t h i n k t h e r e was a change i n council j u s t about t h a t 
same t i m e and t h e BCR d i d not come t o our department. A l l t h e o t h e r 
bands i n t h e A l l i a n c e s u p p o r t e d t h e i r a l l o c a t i o n g o i n g t o the A l l i a n c e 
and so t h e i r share f o r a l l t h e bands i n t h a t a r e a go t o t h e A l l i a n c e . 
DIA had a d i f f e r e n t system . Wherever a band asked t h e i r money t o 
go, i f i t was t h e B.C. Homemakers o r what e v e r , i f one band asked t h e i r 
400.$ t o go t o one p l a c e t h a t ' s where i t went, b u t the Sec o f S t a t e 
Program s a i d u n l e s s i t i s t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f a d i s t . o r t r i c o u n c i l 

area p u t t i n g t h e i r funds i n one a r e a t h a t i t would n o t q u a l i f y i n t o 
the program. 

RAY HANCE: W e l l , what you t o l d me over the phone Bob was t h a t i f a 
BCR d i d n ' t come i n from my band, t h e n i t a u t o m a t i c a l l y went i n t o the 
UNION., so we d i d n ' t pursue i t any f u r t h e r . 

BOB BURROUGHS: AT The time , t h i s was about A p r i l t he 15, o r j u s t a f t e r 
the d e a d l i n e , when you were t a l k i n g about t h i s , I was t o l d by your 
o f f i c e t h a t the BCR was i n t h e m a i l . Oct one p o i n t when i t d i d n ' t a r r i v e 
t h e n I phoned b a c k b i t s t i l l hadn't a r r i v e d and the d e a d l i n e was t h e r e . 
A t t h a t t i m e , i t was my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h a t ' s how i t was g o i n g t o 
work, t h a t i f you d i d ' n t g e t t h e BCR i n , t h e n i t was g o i n g on a u t o m a t i 
c a l l y t o the Unio n . In Ottawa, a t t h e N a t i v e C i t i z e n ' s d i r e c t o r a t e , 
t h e y had i n t e r p r e t e d i t d i f f e r e n t l y t h a t i f the m a j o r i t y o f bands were 
i n f a v o r o f a t r i b a l c o u n c i l t h e n a l l the a l l o c a t i o n for t h a t a r e a would 
go t o t h e t r i b a l c o u n c i l s . I f the m a j o r i t y o f bands were i n f a v o r o f 
th e U n i o n , t h e n a l l the money would go t o the Unio n . I tho u g h t up 
u n t i l about t h e m i d d l e o f May t h a t t h e d i r e c t o r o f the N a t i v e C i t i z e n s 
D i r e c t o r a t e and t h e peopl e h a n d l i n g the program XXXXX had g i v e n t h e 



b i a s i n f a v o r o f the UBCIC. But when t h e y came o u t w i t h t h e f i n a l 
d e c i s i o n t h a t went t o t h e m i n i s t e r , I guess your band i s r e a l l y t he 
main one t h a t , I c a n ' t t h i n k o f any o t h e r ^ s where t h a t happened. 
In f a c t , most o f t h e t r i b a l a r e a s were unanimous o r a l m o s t unaminous. 

STEVEN POINT: Thanks Bob, I guess Nov. 8, w e ' l l be meeting w i t h you 
and h o p e f u l l y w e ' l l c l e a r i t up from our d i s t r i c t b u t I do t h i n k t h a t 
i t s h o u l d be known t o assembly t h a t we d i d n o t pursue i t any f u r t h e r -
on the s t r e n g t h o f the c o n v e r s a t i o n t h a t you and I had t h a t i f the 
BCR d i d ' n t come t o t h e Sec. o f S t a t e , the f u n d i n g a u t o m a t i c a l l y 
went t o t h e Union and t h e BCR d i d n o t come i n from t h e band. 

BOB BURROUGHS: I acknowlege t h a t , b u t i f your BCR had come i n , i n 
f a v o r o f t h e Union, t h e money would s t i l l have gone i n t o t h e A l l i a n c e 
That's the p o i n t I"m making t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y went t h e o t h e r way, b u t 
you're q u i t e r i g h t . 

SPEAKER UNINDENTIFIED: When we met w i t h F r e d W a l c h l i , XXXXXXXXXXX 
about t h e L o c a l S e r v i c e Argreement, he s a i d i t came from t r e a s u r y 
board f o r t h e DIA WHO PUTS the l o c a l s e r v i c e agreement t o be s i g n e d 
b e f o r e we get our c a p i t a l . Why was t h a t ? Because I f e e l t h a t the 
money s h o u l d be spent t h e way t h e — c o u n c i l t h a t the peopl e see f i t 
and because f o l l o w i n g t h e i r r e g u l a t i o n s , i t s n o t d o i n g t h e bands an$y 
good. There's a l o t o f band t h a t d i d n ' t s i g n i t and t h e y d i d n ' t g e t 
any $. There's one b i g band i n our d i s t . t h a t ' s one o f the b i g g e s t 
bands i n t h e C A r i b o o C a r i b o u T r i b a l c o u n c i l who s u f f e r e d . I t c l o s e d 
down t h e i r band o f f i c e . I j u s t wnat t o know why we have t o send 
t h a t L o c a l S e r v i c e Agreement i r j o r d e r t o get $ 
STEVEN POINT: 
J u s t a p o i n t o f c l a r i f i c a t i o n , s i r . The gentleman we have w i t h us 
r i g h t now is from t h e Sec o f S t a t e and n o t from DIA. However, there 

may be somebody a f t e r l u c n h who c o u l d answer t h a t q u e s t i o n . 
C e r t a i n l y , i f t h a t ' s a c o n t e n t i u o s i s s u e i n terms o f S e r v i c e o f 
Agreement XXXXXXXXXXX I know t h a t t h e r e s been a comment t h a t I 
heard b e f o r e . Are t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s t h a t can be d i r e c t e d t o Bob 
Burroughs from the Sec o f S t a t e o r i s everyone s t a r t i n g t o g r o w l a t 
the s m e l l o f t h e l u n c h . 15 min i s up, the chairman s a y s , so I guess 
t h a t c u t s us o f f . I want t o thank Bob f o r coming down from the 
Sec o f S t a t e to a n s w e r i n g the q u e s t i o n s . I'm sure you w i l l a l l be a b l e 
t o get i n t o u c h w i t h him t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o n v e n t i o n o r t h e r e s t o f t h e 
day i f he's g o i n g t o be around. Thank you f o r coming down and making 
a p r e s e n t a t i o n . One f i n a l t h i n g b e f o r e l u n c h i s s e r v e d , t h e r e ' s a 
r a f f l e t h a t has got t o be drawn and I'm g o i n g t o ask W i l f r e d S y l v e s t e r 
t o do t h e draw f o r us. I t ' s f o r t h e totem p o l e t h a t you see s t a n d i n g 
i n f r o n t o f us h e r e , i t s worth $500. I t s c a r v e d by Roy Specif and t h e 
t i c k e t s were f o r $ each and t h e proceeds a re g o i n g t o the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
E x p r e s s . W e ' l l g e t W i l f r e d t o draw the w i n n i n g t i c k e t and whoever wins 
can t a k e t h e i r p r i z e w i t h them t h e n we can break f o r l u n c h . Are t h e r e 
anymore t i c k e t s " A p p a r e n t l y the r u l i n g here i s t h a t you must be here 
t o win the p r i z e so i f you're n o t p r e s e n t , then you cannot w i n . 



You want t o s e l l some more t i c k e t s b e f o r e we have the draw. Okay we 
w i l l w a i t t i l l a f t e r l u n c h b e f o r e draw. Anybody e l s e who h a s n ' t 
bought any t i c k e t s p l e a s e do so. We w i l l reconvene a t 10 t o 3. 
Thank you. 

Steven P O i n t : I'm g o i n g t o c a l l t h e c o n v e n t i o n t o o r d e r now. The 
f i r s t i t e m on the agenda t h a t we must d e a l w i t h a t t h i s timers t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n s . As I u n d e r s t a n d XXXXXXXXX t h e r e a r e 3? 
Andy : I ' d l i k e t o put something on t h e f l o o r b e f o r e the 
r e s o l u t i o n s . I t s i n r e g a r d t o t h e paper t h a t was handed o u t e a r l i e r , 
XXXXXXXX on the I n d a i n A c t . Sec. 12 B. I t h i n k we 're g o i n g t o 
have t o t a k e a l o o k a t t h i s . B e s i d e s Sec 12~.on B, they're g o i n g t o be 
removing Sec. 10, 11, 12, 14, 16-3, 48, 109 and any o t h e r s e c t i o n s 
c o n t o r t i n g d i s c r i m i n a t o r y a s p e c t s based on sex. I t h i n k we have t o 
have a t a l k as t o whether we're g o i n g t o a l l o w l e g i s l a t i o n s t o be passed 
t e l l i n g us who s h o u l d l i v e on r e s e r v e because under t h e s e changes, t h e 
w h i t e p e r s o n o r n o n - I n d i a n can come onto t h e r e s e r v e and have b o a r d i n g 
r i g h t s and i f t h e w h i t e - g u y s t h e n t h e y s t i l l r e t a i n t h e r i g h t s t h e y 
had b e f o r e , b u t I'd l i k e t o g e t some d i s c u s s i o n s on t h i s whether we're 
g o i n g t o be s u p p o r t i n g t h i s , r e j e c t i n g i t o r whatever. 

STEVEN POINT: C e r t a i n l y a v a l i d p o i n t i n terms o f the c o n t r o l o f 
I n d i a n r e s e r v a t i o n s and I n d i a n c o n t r o l . I s t h e r e any q u e s t i o n o r 
comment i n r e g a r d t o t h e i s s u e t h a t Andy has b r o u g h t up h e r e . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: J u s t l o o k i n g around the room, there doesn't l o o k 
l i k e we have v e r y many bands l e f t h ere and I t h i n k i t would be k i n d o f 
f r u i t l e s s e x e r c i s e i f we g o t a m i n o r i t y group d e c i d i n g for t h e m a j o r i t y 
But I t h i n k what Andy has brought up, I t h i n k maybe motion that instruct 
the Union t o g e t a l e t t e r out t o I n d i a n A f f a i r s and t o the bands t o 
g i v e us t i m e as i n d i v i d u a l bands t o respond t o t h e s e proposed changes 

at the band level. or district level. I can make it as a motion just 
to deal with it just to so we can carry on from here. 
Seconded By Andy 
STEVEN POINT: Do you want to second it Andy? He agrees with the motion. 
I t s been d u l y moved and seconded. I n r e g a r d s t o t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n d e a l i n g 
w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n c o n t r o l o f r e s e r v a t i o n s , a l e t t e r t o I n d i a n A f f a i r s 
be s e n t o u t r e q u e s t i n g t h e bands be g i v e n time t o respond t o t h e s e 
changes i n l e g i s l a t i o n , t h a t t h e UBCIC be so i n s t r u c t e d t o send a l e t t e r 
o f t h i s n a t u r e . 

Andy : I t h i n k t h a t t h i s has t o be a c t e d upon r e a l q u i c k because 
i n t h i s package i t s got the whole s t r a t e g y l i n e d up as t o how f a s t 
t h ey a r e g o i n g t o be moving on t h i s and who's gonna be i n v o l v e d when 
t h e y pass t h i s . I t h i n k i t has t o be a c t e d on r i g h t away. 

STEVEN POINT: IS Bob Manuel i n ? 



Thank you S t e v e . You guys threw the wrong h a i r s out 
of t h a t box. I j u s t wanted t o agree w i th Andy t h a t I th i n k t h a t t h e r e 
s h o u l d be q u i c k e r a c t i o n . I was j u s t d i s c u s s i n g w i t h Andy j u s t a few 
minutes ago, the document he has p r o j e c t e d 40 y e a r budget. 
We're t o o slow a c t i n g on i t . I t h i n k we might as w e l l shut up f o r the 
next 4 0 y e a r s a c c o r d i n g t o t h a t budget so i t s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s s u e 
t h a t s h o u l d be b r o u g h t f o r w a r d and a c t e d upon r i g h t away. I 

admit t h a t I haven't r e a d the document t h o r o u g h l y m y s e l f , b u t j u s t 
the p o i n t s t h a t Andy and m y s e l f d i s c u s s e d . I t ' s v e r y d i s t u r b i n g . 

ROBERT MANUEL: I n r e s p e c t , I've r e v i e w e d t h a t document and t h a t was 
t h e s e c t i o n I z e r o e d i n on and I s t a r t e d t o a p p l y p r e s s u r e b u t a 
r e s o l u t i o n would r e a l l y h e l p i n terms o f g i v i n g s p e c i f i c s t o xxxthe 
m i n i s t e r as t o our o p p o s i t i o n i n t h a t r e s p e c t and i n t h e o t h e r 
s e c t i o n s , I t h i n k t h a t the whole t h i n g needs t o be r e v i e w e d v e r y 
c a r e f u l l y and t h e i d e a of h a v i n g a resolution 
would be r e a l l y h e l p f u l t o o i n terms of what we're g o i n g t o do w i t h 
t h e whole p o s i t o n . 

STEVEN POINT: So you've heard the m o t i o n . I s t h e r e any q u e s t i o n 
or d i s c u s s i o n on t h e motion 
Mr. Qwawksistala (Campbell R i v e r ) 

T h i s i s t h e r e a s o n why I t r a v e l l e d 250 m i l e s t o come t o t h i s 
c o n v e n t i o n t o see i f t h i s was brought up I'd l i k e t o ask i f t h e r e 
are any v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s here 'what p r e c a u t i o n s d i d the p e o p l e 

use when t h e y were i n Ottawa w i t h r e s p e c t t o the NIB and t o 
the N a t i v e C o u n c i l o f Canada? I s t h i s t h e same a c t i v i t y t h a t was 
r e n d e r e d when t h i s d i s c u s s i o n was brought up t o them by the m i n i s t e r i a l 
p o r t f o l i o w i t h r e s p e c t t o a r t i c l e 12 i n t h e I n d i a n A c t 
STEVEN POINT: I s t h e r e any o f t h e vice-presidents-Vwho can shed some 
l i g h t on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r q u e s t i o n ? 

Mr. Qwawksistala I have a s u g g e s t i o n f o r t h e d e l e g a t e s when t h e y go 
home because t h i s i s a l r e a d y an a c t l i k e t h a t paper you people have 
seen, I seen l o n g ago. a l l t h i s problem w i t h t h e 
n o n - s t a t u s i s s u e w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e m a r r i a g e s e c t i o n s i n t h e I n d i a n 
A c t , why not j u s t p u t an a d d i t i o n i n the I n d i a n A c t f o r the men who 
marry w h i t e people t o have the same t h i n g t h a t happen t o them t h a t 
happen t o t h e women because t h a t was t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f a c t o r . O t h e r w i s e 
t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o be no n a t i v e s i n e x i s t a n c e one day. Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: Your o r i g i n a l q u e s t i o n x x x x x x x as I u n d e r s t o o d was 
regard to one of the or directed at least t o one o f the v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s 
and t h e r e a r e response coming forward to t h e l e g i s l a t i o n ^ , i s t h a t 
c o r r e c t . And then you suggested that t o r e c t i f y theXXXXXXXXX s i t u a t i o n 
t h a t l e g i s l a t i o n c o u l d be added. 
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Mr. QUAKISALA: Well the way I answered you Mr. Speaker, is that, 
we're n o t e n t e r t a i n i n g t h e s u b j e c t t oday t h a t i s g o i n g t o be b r o u g h t 
t o t h e d i s t r i c t l e v e l , t o i the band l e v e l , w hich i s n ' t e f f i c i e n t a t t h i s 
t i m e w i t h r e s p e c t t o what the p a r l i a m e n t i s d o i n g i n Ottawa. To end 
the s o l u t i o n o f t h a t b i g budget t h a t everybody complained about, the 
n o n - s t a t u s women who m a r r i e d t o w h i t e p e o p l e w e l l , j u s t add an a d d i t i o n 
t o the a c t , i n s t e a d o f d e l e t i n g c e r t a i n p o r t i o n s t o the a c t add t o 
i t and i n c l u d e t h e n a t i v e man who m a r r i e s t o the woman t h a t i s n ' t o f 
s t a t u s o r i g i n . The o t h e r q u e s t i o n that always seemed t o be,, d i d n ' t come 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o theNIB was i t was t h e same as t h i s quorum t o d a y , i t 
wasn't pas s e d around t o the d e l e g a t i o n t i l l t h e assembly was j u s t about 
o v e r and l i k e t h e o t h e r speakers s a i d i t i s a v e r y s e r i o u s i s s u e w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o t h e f u t u r e p r o s p e c t s o f o u r bands on t h e community l e v e l . 
I t i s g o i n g t o cause more d i s r u p t i o n t h a n we've e v e r had b e f o r e . I'm 
s u r p r i s e d t h a t i t wasn't one o f t h e major t o p i c s h e r e . I'm n o t 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n i s n ' t i m p o r t a n t e i t h e r , b u t w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o the l e g e i s l a t i v e XXXXXXXX powers t h a t have been d o m i n a t i n g 
u s . 
Wayne C h r i s t i a n : T h i s whole t h i n g on Sec 12B on the I n d i a n A c t has 
been t a l k e d about f o r a number o f y e a r s now e v e r s i n c e i t was i n t r o 
duced i n the 1950s. I t h i n k i t was t h e 1950s i n the amendment t o the 
I n d i a n A c t . I t h i n k i t s a s e r i o u s i s s u e t h a t s h o u l d be d e a l t w i t h i n 
one way o r a n o t h e r and I t h i n k a l e t t e r d i r e c t e d t o the m i n i s t e r has 
t o be r e a l l y s t r o n g i n terms o f the p o s i t i o n x x x x x t h a t has been t a k e n 
i n t h e p a s t by t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n and the bands. Why i s the government 
i n t r o d u c i n g l e g i s l a t i o n where t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o c o n t r o l c i t i z e n s h i p o f 
a community a t t h e l e v e l o f t h e house o f commons. There has t o be 
something t h a t c o u l d be done so t h a t s p e c i f i c r e g u l a t i o n s c o c e r n i n g 
c i t i z e n s h i p and r i g h t s o f the i n d i v i d u a l i n t h e communities. I t 
has t o be c o n t r o l l e d w i t h i n the communities. I t h i n k t h o s e type o f 
t h i n g s have t o go out and t h a t s t h e p o s i t i o n t h a t has been t a k e n i n 
the p a s t . I t h i n k i t s h o u l d be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h a t . Also I think 
I t a l s o g i v e s t h e bands the o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s c u s s more f u l l y W:hat has 
to'be t a l k e d about. I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o i n t r o d u c e 
i n Nov. s i t t i n g i n the house which i s n o t t o o l o n g away. The o t h e r 
t h i n g I would l i k e t o add, l i k e I got a h o l d o f t h i s document of the 
Shuswap T r i b a l c o u n c i l m e e t i n g i n N e s k a i n l i t h ( I t h i n k ) I took i t t o 
my c o u n c i l and I took i t t o my p e o p l e and the immediate r e a c t i o n was 
why are we g i v i n g r i g h t s t o n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e t h a t nobody s h o u l d g e t 
r i g h t s . How can you g e t r i g h t s when you're n o t even an I n d i a n person? 
Those k i n d o f t h i n g s were t a l k e d about i n the community i n t h e ways we 
can d e a l w i t h t h a t . I h t i n k t h e r e have been many women t h a t have been 
h u r t by t h i s s e c t i o n o f t h e I n d i a n A c t . Many c h i l d r e n have been h u r t ^ 
i n terms of t h e way t h e communitys themselves have d e a l t w i t h i t . 
They've o s t r a c i z e d t h o s e p e o p l e from th e community and I don't t h i n k 
t h a t s r i g h t . because t h e y are o f our b l o o d , t h e y are o f our p e o p l e . 
I t h i n k q u i t e c l e a r l y i n my mind xxxxxx t h i s whole t h i n g w i t h 
S e c t i o n 12 1-B t h e only way the Canadian Government even a c t e d on t h i s 
i s s u e was when i t was brought t o UN committe on c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
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rights, again shows to me that outside pressure in terms 
m t e r n a t i o n ^ p o l i t i c s t h a t a re b e i n g p l a y e d a r e i m p o r t a n t . One offi the 
t h i n g s t h a t the government i s attem^tin t o do when i t ocmes t o the 
whole document t h a t i s p u t b e f o r e u s i s t o throw a s c a r e t a c t i c i n t o 
the n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e i n terms o^-money, t o t a l k about a 40 b i l l i o n 
d o l l a r budget o v e r t h e nex t 40 y e a r s o r something l i k e t h a t . I t h i n k 
i t s one o f t h e t h i n g s we've got t o have c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f i n 
terms o f when we do t a b l e a p o s t i o n w i t h the m i n i s t e r . L i k e i ' v e s a i d 
I t h i n k we s h o u l d r e a f f i r m the p o s i t o n we have t a k e n i n the p a s t and 
I t h i n k 2 a s s e m b l i e s ago i n terms o f membership. I-think i t s h o u l d be 
pursued more f u l l y . Thank you. 

^ Mr. Chairman, t h e p o i n t t h a t I wanted t o 
make i s easy t o u n d e r s t a n d . We had a t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n b e f o r e t h e 
Europeans come and I was wondering why a l l the c h i e f s and d e l e g a t i o n 
t h a t a r e approached on t h i s i s s u e have n e v e r recommended t h a t we 
f o l l o w our t r a d i t i o n a l laws w i t h r e s p e c t t o keep our i d e n t i t y , w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o t h i s assembly and a l l t h e o t h e r a s s e m b l i e s t h a t have beeK 
h e l d o v e r t h i s i s s u e and t h i s wasn't p r e s e n t e d p r o p e r l y b e f o e r b y t h e 
NIB o r any o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the c o u n t r y so t h a t i t would have 
p r e v e n t e d t h i s case from g o i n g t o the UN and e s t a b l i s h t h a t we do have 
our own laws and fundamentals t h a t we f u n c t i o n by. 

S T E V E N —POINT: I've been a n a t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r the Undion 
f o r t h e l a s t y e a r a t l e a s t and I w i l l say t h a t w i t h o u t a doubt t h a t we 
have p r e s e n t e d t h e p o s i t i o n ^ we "Ve- been s t a n d i n g b e h i n d i t . The p o s i t i o n 
t a h t we have i s t h a t the c o n t r o l o v e r c i t i z e n s h i p b e l o n g t o the I n d i a n 
governments o f the band l e v e l . That i n c l u d e s t h e c h i e f c o u n c i l and 
pe o p l e t h e r e because i t s o ur p o s i t i o n t h a t o n l y the peop l e o f the 
community know who members o f t h e i r f a m i l y a r e . The work t h a t needs 
o be done by t h e bands i s t o put t o g e t h e r the k i n d o f l e g i s l a t i o n o r 
t o put t o g e t h e r t h e k i n d o f law t h e r e and e n f o r c e i t i n the way t h a t 
you want t o c o n t r o l t h e c i t i z e n s h i p . T hat's been our p o s i t o n and we've 
s t u c k w ^ i t h t h a t p o s i t o n . W i t h r e f e r e n c e w i t h t h i s p i e c e o f l e g i s l a t i o n 
t h a t s coming ,1 see i t as a response t o t h a t because we've t o l d the 
government "tfeafe r e g a r d l e s s o f what you say the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
c i t i z e n s h i p b e l o n g s t o the I n d i a n Govt, on t h e band l e v e l . I t h i n k what 
t h e y ' r e d o i n g i n t h i s b i l l i s t r y i n g t o get a handle on i t , because I t h i n 
t h e r e a r e many bands t h a t a r e e x e r c i s i n g t h a t r i g h t a l r e a d y and b e g i n n i n g 
t o pursue i t mfore. So t o t r y t o get a h a n d l e on us and g e t us under 
c o n t r o l , they've i n t r o d u c e d t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . I t h i n k what we have t o 
dO|j we • have -fao pursue i t even h a r d e r . We have t o d e v e l o p our own laws 
i n our communities about c i t i z e n s h i p and t h a t extends r i g h t i n t o 
c o n s t i t u t u i o n s . That the same t h i n g , t h e reason t h a t the I n d i a n g o v t , 
b i l l i s coming i n i s because t h e y ' r e a f r a i d t h a t we're g o i n g t o deve
l o p o u r own c o n s t i t u t i o n and i f we d i d d e v e l o p our_own c o n s t i t u t i o n A 

we would be e x e r c i s i n g our own s o v e r i e n t y and o u a a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s o&tLy 
and t h e y ' r e a f r a i d t h a t t h a t w i l l happen so t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o get a 
handle on i t by p u t t i n g something i n . We have pursued i t . There's 
no q u e s t i o n i n my mind t h a t we have pursued i t . 
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I t h i n k , Bob, t h a t I was t r y i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d 
the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t I see i n the newspaper and a l l the p e o p l e who 
have a t t e n d e d back e a s t i s why do the b i g o r g a n i z a t i o n s s t i l l f o l l o w 
n a t i v e improvement a c t o f 192 6 when t h a t impeaches our s t r e n g t h w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o g o i n g t h r o u g h them w i t h d i f f e r e n t a r t i c l e s and r e s o l u t i o n s 
and d i f f e r e n t b r i e f s t h a t are s u b m i t t e d t o the m i n i s t e r . L i k e , were 
the p e o p l e i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n ^ c o n t a c t e d by t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c h i e f s ^ 
t h e c h i e f s t h a t h o l d c o u n c i l i n Canada and p r e s e n t e d t h e i r s i d e o f 
the g r e i v a n c e i n s t e a d o f the o n e - s i d e d b r i e f g o i n g i n t o t h e UN. That's 
what I'm a s k i n g . L i k e you have the party^r-hey^ t h a t s u b m i t t e d t h e i ^ 
c a s e , was t h e r e a b r i e f s u b m i t t e d a t t h e same time by t h e c h i e f s o f 
Canadaon the L o v e l a c e case? Because i t s a p r e c e d e n t s e t t i n g t h i n g o f 
the l e g i s l a t i o n o f Canada now has an i n s t r u m e n t t o use a g a i n s t us. 
That's g o i n g t o throw us a t l e a s t 30 y e a r s back. I j u s t wanted t o v o i c e 
my o p i n i o n on t h a t because i t s g o i n g t o c o n c e r n us when we get home 
BOB MANUEL: I'm n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h , I don't know what the NIB done 
or t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s i n t h i s r e s p e c t . The C o u n c i l 
o f C h i e f s ^ j u s t new i n f o r m i n g . I n e v e r h e a r d o f a n y t h i n g the NIB 
d i d . 

STEVEN POINT: A g a i n I have t o p o i n t o u t , whenever d i r e c t i o n i s 
recommended by any d e l e g a t e t h a t t h e way we l i k e t o t a k e consensus 
i n terms o f d i r e c t i o n i s e i t h e r t h r o u g h c o n s e n t o r t h r o u g h some k i n d of 
i n d i c a t i o n t h r o u g h the form of r e s o l u t i o n . So i f you'd l i k e t o g i v e 
the e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t i o n , I would suggest p l e a s e do so i n form o f a 
motion so t h a t some k i n d o f consensus can be t a k e n . We're g o i n g t o 
move on t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n s . Q u e s t i o n has been c a l l e d , Are t h e r e 
any r e s o l u t i o n s . C h a i r stands c o r r e c t e d . Dennis A l p h o n s e ' s recommen
d a t i o n t o go f o r w a r d from t h e UBCIC DIRECTLY t o the DIA t o g r v e c o n s i d -
e r a t i o n s i n terms o f t h e l e g i s l a t i o n changes. Q u e s t i o n has been 
c a l l e d on t h e m o t i o n . There's q u i t e l i k e l y d i s c u s s i o n on t h e m o t i o n . 
I ' l l ask a l l t h o s e i n f a v o r o f t h e m o t i o n p l e a s e s i g n i f y i n the u s u a l 
manner. A l l t h o s e opposed? MOTION CARRIED. 
I'm g o i n g t o t u r n the c h a i r o v e r t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n s committee, A r n o l d 
Ado1ph. 

A r n o l d A d o l p h : Okay, I have 3 r e s o l u t i o n s , 2 w i l l be h a n d l e d by m y s e l f 
1 by Chief WAyne Christian. 
Resolutions #2 by A Adolph & 3 by W Christian on sep paper 

CHIEF WAYNE C H R I S T I A N ( f o l l o w i n g Res. #3) I'd j u s t l i k e t o s a y , I've 
been s i t t i n g here f o r t h e l a s t 3 d a y s , I haven't been s a y i n g v e r y much 
But s i t t i n g r i g h t n e x t t o t h e R i g h t $Hon John L. George, we were 
d i s c u s s i n g t h i s r e s o l u t i o n e a r l i e r and we t a l k e d about the t h i n g s t h a t 
were b e i n g d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r t h i s morning i n terms o f t h e programs 
and the t y p e o f fragmented approach t h a t has d e v e l o p e d i n t h i s 
p r o v i n c e i n terms o f our r i g h t s ^ O n e o f the t h i n g s t h a t we've got 
t o u n d e r s t a n d i s t h a t w^lhen approach and d e v e l o p o r g a n i z a t i o n s we 
seem t o be d e a l i n g o n l y w i t h progarms. The o n l y t ime we've s a t f o r w a r d 
a r e t h i n g s l i k e 
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and the things like the B. C. budget Task Force and things dealing 
w i t h programs. We're j u s t d e a l i n g i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l e v e l . Many 
of o ur t r i b a l c o u n c i l s and our d i s t c o u n c i l and many o f our band 
c o u n c i l s 2LH&XMXX&XX& a r e r e a l l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 
programs. I s a i d t h i s y e s t e r d a y , i f a l l those programs were e f f e c t i v e 
and would work then many o f the problems i n our communities would be 

s o l v e d , but I t h i n k we've n e g l e c t e d one t h i n g . That's t h e d e c l a r a t i o n 
o f our a n c e s t o r s . Through t h e development o f the c o n s t i t u i o n t h a t can 
c o n f e d e r a t e our p e o p l e t o g e t h e r on the b a s i s o f a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e and 
a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s . We can f u t h e r our cause n o t o n l y here w i t h i n o u r 
own c o u n t r y but a l s o i n o t h e r n a t i o n s i n t h e w o r l d . I b e l i e v e t h i s nav be d i f f i c u l t i f we go t o one o f t h e governments i n the w o r l d and 
say t h a t we're an o r g a n i z a t i o n and say t h a t we're g e t t i n g monies form 
t h e government and we're f i g h t i n g t h a t government w i t h t h a t money. 
I t s g o i n g t o be p r e t t y h ard f o r them t o b e l i e v e u s. I b e l i e v e q u i t e 
s t r o n g l y t h a t we have t o s t a r t d e v e l o p i n g something w i t h t h e p e o p l e 
and where our d e c l a r a t i o n s have some meat t o i t . We can move i n 
t h i s d i r e c t i o n t h a t t h e t h i n g s we're t a l k i n g about i n terms o f the l o s t 
word, i n terms o f our a n c e s t o r s can be p u t t o work. I b e l i e v e t h a t 
we're i n the stage o f our development where peop l e a r e b e g i n n i n g t o 
see t h a t a l l t h e t i m e s we've gone t o the f e d e r a l government o v e r our 
concerns they've always handed us money t o s o l v e t h e problem, b u t the 
money has not done much good because n a t i v e p e o p l e depended on t h e 
s t a t e , depended on t h a t government. We've got t o break t h a t a t t i t u d e , 
I h e a r p e o p l e say, ' " w e l l , t h a t guy owns an I n d i a n c a r , oh yeah, I know 
t h a t ' s an I n d i a n house.1' You know i n your mind what he's t a l k i n g about 
t h a t ' s a r u n down c a r , t h a t house has g o t broken windows, brok&n d o o r s . 
That's the image we're p r o j e c t i n g t o our p e o p l e , t o our young p e o p l e 
and t h a t s wrong. That's n o t r i g h t a t a l l . We've g o t t o be a b l e t o 
p r o j e c t t o the young p e o p l e , t h a t as I n d i a n People^we've g o t the r i g h t 
t o have good homes t h a t we can b u i l d o u r s e l v e s . We've got the r i g h t t o 
own v e h i c l e s t h a t we buy o u r s e l v e s . / And t h a t b e i n g I n d i a n i s n o t t o have 
those n e g a t i v e c o n n o c t a t i o n s t o i t / ' t h a t we l i v e i n r u n down houses, 
w|le own r u n down c a r s , we l i v e i n a r e s e r v e t h a t has a h i g h unemployment 
r a t e . That's t h e k i n d o f image t h a t I always hear and i t d i s t u r b s me. 
I t h i n k i f t h i s r e s o l u t i o n does pass o r i t doesn't p a s s , I t h i n k t h a t 
work g o i n g t o c o n t i n u e anyway, because I b e l i e v e q u i t e s t r o n g l y , J 
t h e r e s got t o be a n o t h e r system, our own systeji__pX--gcaz^^ 
g ^ t ^ t o ^ b e d ^ v e 1 o p e d jand i t s got t o be developed s t r o n l y . I f you l o o k 
a l l around you we keep s a y i n g t h a t t h i s i s our l a n d , t h e s e a r e our f i s h ; 
— "\Jhx t h e s e a r e our a n i m a l s , t h a t t h e y were g i v e n t o us by a, c r e a t o r o f a l l 
good t h i n g s t o l o o k a f t e r and p r o t e c t f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s , a n d t h o s e 
•y«t-^ari255EEQ A l l thejprograms i n t h e w o r l d s n o t g o i n g t o s t o p t h a t one. 
The a s s i m i l a t i o n s i s t a k i n g p l a c e b e j ^ u s e as soon as we^hook o u r s e l v e s 
up t o t h a t programs we're a s s i m i l a t i n g o u r s e l v e s i n t o t h e i r system and 
we've, g o t t o s t o p t h a t , so I b e l e i v e t h a t i f we can e s t a b l i s h a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n o r c o n f e d e r a t i o n o f a l l t h e I n d i a n g o v t , i n G.B.C., 
THAT IS S E L F _ s u f f i c i e n t i n i t s own r i g h t , where i t can i n v o l v e the 
p e o p l e , the young p e o p l e , t h e o l d p e o p l e , our e l e c t e d c h i e f and 
c o u n c i l s and even th o s e people th-atr-live i n the c i t i e s who are f o r c e d 
t o 
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to move there because their way of life at home is destroyed by the 
r e s o u r c e development. We've got t o move t o d e v e l o p t h a t because i t s 
i m p o r t a n t When we r e t u r n from Europe, form Londonthat work i s g o i n g t o 
have t o t a k e p l a c e because the b a t t l e ground i s g o i n g t o be i n our 
communities. I see many o f t h e p e o p l e are n o t i n v o l v e d , and we s t a n d 
up here and t a l k about t h e p e o p l e and t h a t ' s n o t r i g h t , we've g o t t o 
s t a r t i n v o l v i n g them. The I n d i a n C h i l d Caravan was an example of how 
we i n v o l v e d t h e p e o p l e t h a t were a f f e c t e d by something t h a t d e s t r o y e d 
f a m i l i e s , took p e o p l e s l i v e s and d e s t r o y e d our communities. I t saddens 
my h e a r t t o hear t h a t many o f t h e bands have t a k e n t h a t i s s u e up and 
done something w i t h i t . Because t h a t i s t h e f u t u r e o f our c h i l d r e n . 
There i s no o t h e r r e s o u r c e i n our community t h a t we can r e l y on be
cause we don't p r o j e c t a p o s i t i v e image o f b e i n g a s t r o n g I n d i a n p e r s o n 
t o t h o s e young p e o p l e t h e y ' l l grow up t h i n k i n g t h a t t o be I n d i a n i s t o 
be i n t h e n e g a t i v e t h i n g s we always hearand t h a t s wrong. There a r e 
many t h i n g s t h a t happened i n our communities s i n c e t h a t ICC, w h i c h a r e 
good because o u r p e o p l e were i n v o l v e d i n t h a t and t h e c h i l d r e n were 
i n v o l v e d i n t h a t , our e l d e r s were i n v o l v e d i n t h a t o u r whole c o u n c i l 
and m y s e l f were i n v o l v e d i n t h a t p r o c e s s . I know t h a t t h e r e ' s s t i l l 
t o t h i s day a l o t o f our c h i l d r e n are b e i n g t a k e n from t h e i r homes and 
p l a c e d i n n o n - I n d i a n f a m i l i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h i s p r o v i n c e . S t i l l , 
I guess o n l y hope, t h a t when we r e t u r n from o u r t r i p o v e r s e a s t h a t we 
can p i c k up t h a t b a t t l e c r y a g a i n f o r our c h i l d r e n and do something abou 
i t . Sometime i n e a r l y s p r i n g i n Tsequate, C h i e f Paddy Walkus' communi
t y , h i s v i l l a g e . H i s community and my community can g e t t o g e t h e r and 
h o l d a f o l l o w - u p g a t h e r i n g f o r t h a t ICC Once a g a i n we can p i c k up 
where we l e f t o f f and h o p e f u l l y we can p r o t e c t more c h i l d r e n and g e t 
more p e o p l e i n v o l v e d . T h i s i d e a o f a p r o v i s i o n a l g o v t , i s n o t h i n g 
new i n my mind cause we've done i t i n the p a s t t o t h e number o f 
d e c l a r a t i o n s o f our c h i e f s b e f o r e us put f o r w a r d t o t h e g o v t . G r a d u a l l y 
we've got t o o r g a n i z e i t w e l l enough, and s t r o n g enough so t h a t a l l 
p e o p l e a r e i n v o l v e d . . - I t h i n k i t s c r u c i a l t h a t we do t h s i . One o f t h e 
t h i n g s t h a t h a v e been c o n c e r n i n g me i s t h e way t h a t we run our own 
i s s u e s a l l t h e t i m e , we go i n c i r c l e s and a l o t o f t i m e s I f e e l t h a t 
the words t h a t we t a l k b e f o r e t h e s e mikes and b e f o r e the p e o p l e a r e n ' t 
r e a l l y coming form t h e h e a r t , t h e y ' r e j u s t coming form the mouth and 
t h e mind a n f d t h a t s not good. I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t h a t we r e a l l y 
s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r l o o k i n g a t h t h i s p r o p o s a l t h a t ' s l a i d b e f o r e you, 
cause as I s a i d i t s i m p o r t a n t f o r our p e o p l e t o g e t t o g e t h e r , n o t j u s t 
as e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f our communities, but a l l p e o p l e 
I s a i d b e f o r e t h a t when p e o p l e speak g o v t s l i s t e n ; 2 exmamples a r e 
the ICC and ICE t o Ottawa and now t o L o n d i n - C o n s i d e r t h a t . . The r e s 
o l u t i o n i s t h e r e , I hope i t g e n e r a t e s some d i s c u s s i o n and I hope you 
r e a l l y s e r i o u s l y t h i n g about i t . T h a n k you 

The r e s o l u t i o n t h a t was r e a d , r e a l l y sounds 
g r e a t . The o n l y t h i n g t h a t we don't want t o go i n t o t h e whitemans' laws 
The c o n s t i t u t i o n t h a t we're g o i n g t o w r i t e f o r o u r s e l v e s t h a t something 
t h a t i s g o i n g t o do something good f o r own p e o p l e . xxxxxxxxx O've h e a r d 

many of our p e o p l e say t h a t we don't want to want t o r e g i s t e r under the 
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SOCIETYS ACT, that's the only thing that we don't want to do. As long 
as we do i t for ourselves, we'll do i t witout govt or anybody else 
t e l l i n g us. And that's waht we done i n spite of xxxxxxxxxxxwith the 
f i s h e r e i s , we had and Indian court right i n the long house and we beat 
them on t h e i r own laws and our own laws was better than t h e i r s . I think 
i t s the way we should do with the, i f i t ever goes t h e i r that we hav 
eour own constituion and we do not reg i s t e r usnder the societi e s 
Acet. 
STEVEN POINT: Thank you Arnold. Certaninly not an easy task to go 
through some resolutions. Although w e have had a f a i r l y busy day to 
day there i s one other item on athe agenda that I have to check with 
the organzer of the converntion to see i f we've dealt with the item 
or not and that i s the one registered :Floor i s opened for delegates 
to share and exchange with people going to the Constitution Express 
to Europe. Apparently that i s scheduled for 3:00 on the agenda and 
on inquiring about t h i s p a r t i c u l a r item they indicated to me that t h i s 
was i n fact taken care of yesterday i n regards to the question that 
was ac t u a l l y . I wonder i f there are any other items that need to be 
added to the agenda. I know there were some questions t h i s morning 
in regard to a few items. There was a question as to whether the 
Union had taken a position on the Jay Treaty and I for one do not know 
whether the Union had taken a positon on theat or whether they were 
going to.or what the positionwas on the Jay Treaty. 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: The quesiton of what was going to be onthe 
agenda for t h i s conference was discussed at South Island and there is 
a couple of things that we wanted to a i r out here, its not on the; 
agenda I don(J}t know i f i t was considered at a l l but for one Master 
Tu i t i o n Agreement and i t was brought up at ehPenticton and Fred 
Walchli was confronted with i t but we wanted to know i f there's any 
knw development on i t and the other was i n regards to the rebate 
on B.C. Hydro taxation. We made our position clear inlCowichan as 
to how we want to spend i t and we don't know where i t s at but I 
understand the other bands arein a l l B.C. i s supposed to get together 
on i t and I know for ones i n the Forum was tr y i n g to have that money 
directed to them so that they can spend i t the way they want i t . I 
don't think thats the way i s shoud be as far I'm concerned. 

STEVEN POINT: I wonder i f we could have someone form the s t a f f of 
the organization, Bob. there's a questions that have come up with 
regard to the Master Tuition Agreement and the rebate for B.C. Hydro 
taxation, i s there someone here who can answer these questions?ROBER 

ROBERT MANUEL: Well, I can only share waht I know. I've been assingned 
s p e c i f i c a l l y on the constitution and being a nationa representative 
for the Union during the past year so I haven't got the s p e c i f i c 
answers to these questions. One thing I can answer i s i n r e l a t i o n to 
the taxation money, I understand that the Regional forum has set ;up 
some kind of a corporate body and i t s t h e i r intention to encompass the 



-195-
taxation money from the Lillian Brown case in to that corporation 
a l o n g w i t h t h e F i r s t C i t i z e n s Fund and band revenue funds and band 
c a p i t a l f unds, I c a n ' t remeber t h e o t h e r s o u r c e s b u t j u s t about a l l 
the souces o f f u n d s , t h e r e ' s about 20 o f them supposed t o be lumped 
under t h a t body o f t a x a t i o n money was one o f t h o s e and I know t h a t 
i n t h e C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r we had p u l l e d o u t o f t h a t body, I guess we 
were s o r t o f p a r t o f i t and we p u l l e d o u t o f t h a t body and I don't 
know what w i l l happen w i t h t h e c o r p o r a t i o n now. I t h i n k somebody who 
was s e r v i n g d u r i n g t h e l a s t t e r m c o u l d answer t h e s e q u e s t i o n s b e t t e r 
t h a t n I c o u l d . 
A r n o l d A d o l f : I t h i n k I have one l e g a l q u e s t i o n t o ask on t h e i s s u e on 
th e f l o o r . I'm wondering what Bobby has j u s t mentioned i n f r i n g e s 
on t h e r i g h t s o f an i n d i v i d u a l ? Can we have some l e g a l d e f i n i t i o n on 
The r e a s o n why I ask ,Mr. Chairman, i s t h a t I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e r e ' s 
a! l o t o f bucks i n v o l e d t o an i n d i v i f u a l and I'm j u s t wondering i f i t s 
l e g a l f o r t h e s e p e o p l e . L i k e I say, I t h i n k i t i n f r i n g e s on the 
an i n d i v i d u a l s r i g h t s . I t s a l e g a l q u e s t i o n t h a t has t o be answered. 

St e v e n P o i n t . Are you s a y i n g t h a t the t a x d o l l a r s a re i n e f f e c t 
b e l o n g i n g t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l p e r s o n b e i n g a s s i g n e d t o a l a r g e r 
body i s an i n f r i n g e m e n t s on t h e i n d i v i d u a l s r i g h t s t o t h a t money? 

That i s p r e c i s e l y what I mean. 

STEVEN POINT: C e r t a i n l y t h a t ' s a q u e s t i o n t h a t I've never h e a r d 
anybody expound on, I t h i n k t h e case was won, i t was an i s s u e h t a t 
t h e $s i n f a c t had t o go back t o t h e p e o p l e , b u t th e n the q u e s t i o n 
a r ose i n what form? How i s i t g o i n g t o go back and who i s i t g o i n g 
back t o ? 

Dennis had mentioned e a r l i e r the Mast e r T u i t i o n Agreement. 
I don't know i f t h e r e i s anybody here t h a t i s i n v o l v e d i n t h a t i s s u e . 
I s t h e r e anyone h e r e who's been i n v o l v e d t h a t can shed some l i g h t 
on 1fehat p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e ? From t h e s t a f f o r from any o f the o t h e r 
t r i b a l g o r u l s ? I know t h a t one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t happened i n the 
Union o f C h i e f s s t a f f t h a t s i n c e t h e f u n d i n g have been c u t back t h e y 
had t o c e n t r a l i z e a l o t o f t h e i r s t a f f and p u l l them from o t h e r 
program a r e a s and put them on t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l dilemma and s i n c e 
t h e i r p r i o r i t y had become t h e c o n s t i t u i o n some o f t h e a r e a s i n t h e 
o t h e r t h e work i n o t h e r a r e s had n o t been c a r r i e d on w i t h s i m p l y 
because o f t h e urgency o f t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n so I don't know i f t h e r e ' s 
a c t u a l l y been any p r o g r e s s i n terms o f t h e M a s t e r T u i t i o n Agreemsnts 
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:In terms of the question on the 

Master T u i t i o n Agreement, the p o i n t to which i t s gotten and has been 
s t a l l e d i s t h a t we've had our p o s t i o n together on t h a t f o r about a 
year based on a l l the meetings and the workshops and n e g o t i a t i o n s 
were begun w i t h the Regional o f f i c e XXXXXXX of Indian A f f a i r s 
i n g e t t i n g the province to s i t down sometime l a s t f a l l Mr. W a l c h l i 
s a i d that the r e i o n a l Forum and other groups have yet t o get t h i e r 
p o s i t i o n f u r t h e r . So i t hasn't moved forward to any kind of nego
t i a t i o n u n a t i l I guess the other groupes have sat down and developed 
t h e i r own p o s i t i o n as to what they are going to negotiate w i t h the 
province and the dept. As f a r as the fUnion's side i s concerned, 
i t hasn't moved beyond th a t p o i n t . 
CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: I t h i n k to c l e a r up t h a t B.C.Hydro t a x a t i o n 
I would prepare to make a motion, so that the new executive and the 
Union can act on i t on behalf of the member bands. 
MOTION THATthe new executive and l e g a l s t a f f would look i n t o the B.C. 
Hydro t a x a t i o n rebate to w r i t e a l e t t e r to B.C.Hydro to f i n d how 
much money i s i n v o l v e d and to how those bands can have those money 
releas e d to i n d i v i d u a l bands. 
I t h i n k I t s up to the bands and the membership to determin how they're 
going to spend i t . I know as f a r as i n d i v i d u a l s are concerned, they 
say t h a t you have to have r e c e i p t as f a r back as they've been taxed, 
but no one i s going to be able to do t h a t . I think i t s going to have 
to be done c o l l e c t i v e l y so I t h i n k i t w i l l be up to the mutual bands 
bands as to how they want to spend that money or how they are going 
to use i t . 
Motion Seconded by Howard Wale 
CARRIED 

DAVID PAUL: TSARTLIP BAND)I wanted to i n q u i r e i f the people here 
who have been in v o l v e d iwth Can. Manpower T r a i n i n g Programs that they 
are now coming i n t o a process w i t h Fed and Prov agrrements on t r a i n i n g 
programs and I would l i k e to see that a motion be passed here t h a t we 
r e t u r n Canada Manpower T r a i n i n g Programs back to the DIA where i t 
belongs. I don't know i f anyone i s waware l i k e under the Summer 
Student Program i s i n v o l v e d i n the same t h i n g and are no longer 
r e q u i r i n g those fundings. I would l i k e to pass a motion that Can 
Manpower Be returned back to DIA. 
CARRIED (SECONDED BY: ) 
STEVEN POINT: I understand from t a l k i n g to Bernard Charles who 
works f o r the Immigration and Manpower Dept., they are j u s t r e c e n t l y 
t h i s week are having a meeting about those t r a i n i n g $s and d e c i s i o n s 
are being made as a matter of f a c t . Is there any oter business 
under the other Business that needs to be brought up or needs a t t e n t i o n 
of the assembly? 
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HOWARD WALE : While we are s t i l l on the question of motions 
I would like to have a question related to a motion passed on the 12th 
General Assembly. It involves the Health P o r t f o l i o . The motion 
reads WHEREAS the Indian way of l i f e demands that the future generation 
w i l l continue to exis t through the protection of the Indian Nations 
and WHEREAS there has been reports of Indian women having been 
s t e r i l i z e d by the medical profession without t h e i r consent and t h e i r 
knowledge, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Health and Soc i a l develop 
ment P o r t f o l i o of the UBCIC f u l l y investigate these allegations and 
report t h e i r findings to the Chiefs council within the next year. 
This was duly moved by yours t r u l y and seconded by Wayne Chr i s t i a n . 
I'm just wondering i f the Health P o r t f o l i o has an answer to th i s 
motion. 

ROSALEE That was one of the resolutions (2) that we could 
not work on t h i s year because when we looked into the question we know 
that i t was going to take a l o t of resources and a l o t of people. 
Its bigger than we thought i t was, we've discovered that there's a 
l o t of s t e r i l i z a t i o n going on around and its going to take a big 
e f f o r t to launch the investigation and we'll have to work on that h t i s 
year I think to put some proper plans into place. 

STEVEN POINT: Again , a question of manpower and time that was the 
problem l a s t year i n regards to the funding s i t u a t i o n has c e r t a i n l y 
taken i t s t o l l . I t does not mean these questions w i l l not be dealt 
with, i t s just a matter of time. Are there any other questions or 
issues that need to be dealt with? I'm going to c a l l upon our elder 
then to make a closing remark to the convention. 

Before we close t h i s assembly, I want to thank the won-
se r f u l chiefswho t r a v e l l e d over here to iron out a l l the problems we 
have and I also want to thank the public that just came here, not 
being a representativ e but to share i n the problems, that's the way 
I want to see i t . As I've said before we want to hold hands together 
a l l Indians and hand i n hand to iron out our problems, therefore, I 
want to thank everybody that's i n here, I know some of them have l e f t 
and I s t i l l want to thak them and I want to say a few words to the 
new president I want him to have courage and have f a i t h in his leaders 
to have a strong mind i n keeping up t h i s Union of Chiefs f i g h t i n g 
for the things we want to accomplish. This much I have to say at t h i s 
time. Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: I w i l l call on A b e l Joe to make the closing prayer 
for the assembly. Before I do so I want to thank who remained t h i s 
afternoon, no doubt i t s a time consuming thing, taking time away from 
your family, from your bands from your day to day r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , to 
be here to l i s t e n to the resolution to take part i n the discussion, 
I want to thank you folks the ones that have come to par t i c i p a t e and 
share i n the information. I wish you a l l a safe jouney home. I just 
want to thank you for coming and attending the 13th General Assembly 


